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By Audrey Caro
Of � e New Era

Sweet Home City Councilors voted on 
Dec. 19 to sign documents to fi nalize the 
transfer of the 220-acre rock quarry formerly 
operated by Knife River (formerly Morse 
Bros.) from Linn County to the city of Sweet 
Home.

Robert Briana and Dave Trask were ab-
sent.

Th e Prospective Purchasing Agreement 
between the city and the Oregon Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality should be 
complete by the end of December, said Bryn 
Th oms, R.G., Hydrogeologist, DEQ Western 
Region Cleanup Program.

Th e property has been owned by Linn 
County since Dec. 30, 2010 as a result of fore-
closure on more than 400 acres against West-
ern States Land Reliance Trust, the previous 
owner, for nonpayment of property taxes.
Th e rock quarry property is located west of 
the north terminus of Clark Mill Road.

City Attorney Robert Snyder reviewed 
information with councilors regarding the 
property and the process so far at the Dec. 19 
City Council meeting.

“We’ve gone out and done what the DEQ 

By Sean C. Morgan
Of � e New Era

Sweet Home High School has 
slashed its number of unexcused 
tardies in this year. 

A year ago, the school had 
3,201 unexcused tardies in the fi rst 
trimester. Th is year, the school had 
just 1,448, a reduction of approxi-
mately 54.8 percent. 

Vice Principal Mark Looney 
had just three words in reaction to 
the results: “Amazing. It’s shock-
ing.”

“Th e administrators and peo-
ple have made a commitment to 
the tardy sweeps and getting kids 

By Audrey Caro
Of � e New Era

Linn County Commissioners 
approved on Dec. 19 the transfer 
of Upper Calapooia Road from the 
Weyerhaeuser Company to Linn 
County.

Darrin Lane, Linn County road-
master, presented the resolution at 
the Linn County Board of Commis-
sioners meeting on Dec. 19.

Linn County will be responsible 
for maintaining the road as a public 
road for vehicular and pedestrian, 
according to the agreement.

Th e document states Weyer-
haeuser grants Linn County rights 

It’s official: 
County to sign 
over quarry land

to “construct, maintain, repair, 
reconstruct, improve and/or relo-
cate the road within the easement 
area,” with the understanding that 
“the road will remain suitable for 
daily hauling of logs and other forest 
products and for periodic transport 
of heavy forestry equipment, includ-
ing logging yarders.”

Weyerhaeuser reserves the 
right to cross the road, and also to 
“construct, maintain, repair, re-
construct, improve and/or relocate 
private roads that intersect or oth-
erwise connect to the road, includ-
ing erecting and maintaining gates 
across its private roads.”

Th e company also can post signs 
indicating “no trespassing” and “no 
river crossing.”

Among Linn County responsi-
bilities is to “erect and maintain suit-
able ‘no parking’ signs at all truck 
turnouts along the road, a notice 
near the beginning point that there 
is no public access to the Calapooia 
River and an ‘End of County Road’ 
sign at the ending point, and reason-
ably enforce the foregoing (as well 
as enforcing signs posted by Weyer-
haeuser.”

According to the document, 

into the classrooms,” said English 
teacher Tomas Rosa. “We are mak-
ing it a priority to get kids into the 
classroom.”

“Each teacher is giving about 
10 minutes of their prep period, 
each teacher that’s on prep,” Loo-
ney said. Called “tardy sweeps,” 
the teachers walk the halls and 
grounds following predetermined 
routes for students who should be 
in class but are late for diff erent 
reasons. 

Th e teachers move the stu-
dents to Looney in his B Build-
ing offi  ce, now referred to inter-
changeably as the Looney Bin or 

the Tardy Tank. Once there, they 
receive a green slip allowing them 
to enter their next class. 

Once tardy, a student may not 
enter a class without fi rst visiting 
the Looney Bin and collecting the 
green slip. 

Th e slips are then compared 
to a list at the end of the day to 
ensure that the students went to 
class. Th ose who went to class re-
ceive an unexcused tardy on their 
records. Th ose who did not make 
it to class receive an unexcused ab-
sence on their records. 

See Tardy, Page 19

See Road, Page 21

‘Tardy Tank’ putting muscle behind high-schoolers getting to class

Weyerhaeuser transfers road to county

Firefi ghter retires
Fire Chief Dave Barringer, left, presents retiring Battalion Chief Guy Smith with an etched fi re ax in commemoration of his 30-year career in the fi re 
service in Sweet Home. Smith worked his fi nal shift on Friday. For more, turn to page 14.

Photo by Sean C. Morgan
PAPERWORK outlines schedules for this year’s new tardy sweeps at Sweet Home 
High School. The green slip is required for students to enter a classroom when 
they’re late. 

File PhotoVolunteer 
Edie Wilcox, right, volunteers in a wide range of activities in Sweet Home, including  
Sweet Home Police events. Read about her in this month’s 55 Plus, on page 9. 



PAGE 2 | The New Era | December 27, 2017

YOUR COMMUNITY

Winners of December Exceptional Student Performance This Year awards, joined by Supt. Tom Yahraes, are, from left, Ana-
belle Morris, Holley; Adrienne Funk, Hawthorne; Sarah Robinson, Oak Heights; Colten Lindsey, Foster; Kennedi Waldrop, 
Sweet Home High School; Ameliah Spinney, Oak Heights; Sidney Hooley, SHHS; Adaira Burger, Sweet Home Junior High; 
and Brady Nichols, SHJH. Not pictured are Nevaeh Lapham, Hawthorne, and Ali Krull, Foster. The students were honored 
at the regular School Board meeting on Dec. 11. The award is given montly to students from each school in the district to 
recognize their positive behavior and academic achievements. 

December ESPY Honorees

Taking a trip? 
Make sure we 
go with you!
Going somewhere (sig-
nifi cant)? Pack along a 
copy of The New Era, 
get a picture of yourself 
with the newspaper in 
front of a landmark, and 
send us a photo (good 
quality, please)  with 
appropriate explanatory 
information to The New 
Era, P.O. Box 39, Sweet 
Home, OR 97386, drop 
it by our offi ce at 1313 
Main St., or e-mail it to 
news@ sweethomenews.
com. We’ll publish it as 
soon as possible, gener-
ally in the order that 
submissions arrive. 
Please include a phone 
number in case we need 
to contact you.

Sudoku Key
Today’s puzzle is on Page 21

Crossword Key
Today’s puzzle is on Page 21

Obituaries

See New Pastor, Page 20

Mae Elliott, 85, of Lebanon 
passed away peacefully Tuesday 
at Lebanon Bridge Creek Memo-
ry Care surrounded by her fam-
ily of caregivers and her sister 
Jacke of Sweet Home.  

She was born in Manches-
ter, N.H. to  Jack Ferguson and 
Regina Margarita Blasco. 

She will be remembered 
for her life of service, starting 
in 1950 when she joined the 
United States Army, serving as 
a student nurse in Tokyo, Japan 
during the Korean Confl ict. She 
served until 1953. After raising 
her family, she served 40 years 
as a licensed LVN caregiver in 
Southern California.

After a stroke in 2007 she 
retired and traveled. In 2011 
she moved to Foster and then to 
Lincoln City to be near her son 
and the ocean. She loved walk-
ing her dog along the Oregon 
coast at sunset. 

Mae was a resident of 
Bridge Creek Memory Care 

since 2013. Because of her need 
to serve, she quickly off ered as-
sistance to her own caregivers 
helping them make beds “Th e 
Army Way,” folding clothes, 
pushing carts and caring for her 
fellow residents. 

She is survived by her son 
Russell Elliott of Lincoln City; 
daughter Judy Fosbenner of 
Jacksonville, Fla.; sister Jacke 
Leo of Sweet Home; brother 
John and his wife Rita Ferguson 
of Bow, N.H.; four grandchil-
dren; one great-grandchild; and 
her best friend of over 50 years, 
Darlene Bolen of Ventura, Calif. 
She will be missed. 

Mae was preceded in death 
by her mother, Regina Margari-
ta Blasco; father Jack Ferguson; 
and many aunts and uncles in 
New Hampshire. 

Her remains will be given 
to the sea at a later date. 

Sweet Home Funeral Cha-
pel is handling the arrange-
ments.

Mae Elliott
Aug. 12, 1932 - Dec. 19, 2017

Paid Obituary

Orville Daulton (O.D.) Mil-
burn died suddenly on Dec. 19, 
2017. 

O.D. was the devoted hus-
band of Joan, loving father of 
Bob, Connie, Patrick (and their 
spouses Tram, Ned, Susie) and 
doting grandfather of Rorie, 
Reilly, Allison, and Evan.  

He was a bright light in 
our lives and we will miss him 
until the day we are reunited.  

O.D. was born on Sept. 2, 
1936 in San Antonio, Texas 
and moved to Oregon at the 
age of 7.  He resided in Sweet 
Home, on the family farm, for 
the rest of his life.  

Educated at the University 
of Oregon and then Southern 
Oregon College in Ashland, 
where he met his future wife, 
he later worked as a contractor 
and built many houses (includ-
ing his own) in the local area.   
Th en, like the adventurous 
spirit he was, O.D. re-invented 
himself and worked for the 
City of Salem as a structural 
inspector and was responsible 
for the rehabilitation of many 
historic homes in Salem.  

After his “retirement” 
from public service, he em-
barked on a new career as a pi-
ano craftsman, rebuilding and 
restoring grand pianos.  

Later in his life, O.D. be-
gan pursuing a lifelong passion 
for guitars and, with his oldest 
son, became one of the most 
respected luthiers in the coun-

try.  He 
invented 
m a n y 
n o v e l 
tools and 
f i x t u r e s 
and self-
l e s s l y 
s h a r e d 
these in-
ventions 
with the 
l u t h i e r 
community.  Many noted mu-
sicians and fellow artisans will 
profoundly miss his talents.  

O.D. was a lover of life, a 
trivia afi cionado, midnight-
snacker, master storyteller, 
artist, reader of pulp fi ction, 
jokester, amateur historian, pi-
lot, collector of speeding tick-
ets, inventor, problem solver, 
animal lover, author, unapolo-
getic carnivore, relentless pur-
suer of knowledge, stargazer, 
reformed smoker, mentor, ge-
nius handyman, classical gui-
tar player, and friend to all who 
met him.  

O.D. requested that there 
be no service – he was the kind 
of man who liked to come and 
go quietly.  If you knew him 
and would like to honor his 
memory, please hug some-
one you love, do something 
creative, or extend a hand to 
someone in need.  

Th ere would be no better 
way to remember this special 
man.   

Orville ‘O.D.’ Milburn
Sept. 2, 1936 - Dec. 19, 2017

Paid Obituary

New Hope Pentecostal’s new pastor looking for some miracles
By Sean C. Morgan
Of � e New Era

After going much of the year 
without a pastor, the Sweet Home 
New Hope Pentecostal Church of 
God welcomed Dennis Conner as 
its new pastor in mid-November. 

Th e church organization is set 
to offi  cially install him as pastor 

on Jan. 27.
“I’ve been in this 46 years, 

full- time,” Conner said. “I started 
off  as a youth pastor in Roseburg, 
and we were quite successful.”

Th e program grew from eight 
young people to more than 100, 
he said. 

Since then, his ministry has 

taken him through another three 
churches and two-year run as a 
traveling evangelist before reach-
ing Sweet Home. 

He has had many real-life ex-
periences seeing God work in his 
own life as well as in others in 
miraculous ways, he said. “God is 
alive and working in wonderful 

ways.”
Conner pioneered a new 

church in Yreka, Calif., building a 
congregation of 70 to 80, he said. 
After two years there, he became 
pastor at a church in Hood River, 
serving Hood River and White 
Salmon, Wash. 

He spent 23 years there be-

fore spending two years as a 
traveling evangelist, preaching in 
many churches on the West Coast. 

He settled down in Campbell, 
Calif., where he was a pastor for 
17 years, he said. “I don’t jump 
around much.”

Service Notices
Services for Hunter Sky Ban-

ta, 21, of Sweet Home, who died 
Dec. 8, will be held at 1 p.m. Satur-
day, Dec. 30, at River of Life Church 
in Sweet Home. 

A celebration for William 
“Bill” Eugene McNabb, 66, of 
Sweet Home, who died Dec. 23, 
2017, will be held Saturday Dec. 30. 
Contact the family for details.

Sweet Home Funeral Chapel is 
handling the arrangements.
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Stars and Stripes

Temperatures

Dec. 19  49   34 .90
Dec. 20    43   24 .80
Dec. 21  54   27 .07
Dec. 22  43   27 .00
Dec. 23  42   32 .40
Dec. 24  43   30 .10
 
Precipitation to date: 58.67 
Dec. 28, 2016: 51.53

Foster Reservoir: 614.68
Green Peter Res.: 916.43

Weather information courtesy of the U.S. Corps of 
Engineers. Call 367-5132 for updated stream fl ow 
information. 

High Low Precip

Forecast
Cloudy with chance of rain. 
Highs in the 40s. Lows around 
40.

Lake Levels
SERVICE | REPAIRS |INSTALLATIONS

“Let us earn your Busine�”
541-405-0034 | 541-258-3767

Ccb# 198143

Heating & Air Conditioning

Almanac sponsored by Country Air Heating and Air Conditioning

Almanac

Sweet Home Elks Lodge 
members showed up at the School 
District headquarters on Dec. 15 
to deliver supplies requested by 
teachers who’d been asked what 
their needs were. 

Donated items included 
clothing and footwear for needy 
students as well as specifi c items 
such as a white board requested 
by one teacher and a pencil sharp-
ener requested by another. 

Th e event was part of the Elks’ 
donation eff ort to local schools, 
which includes the lodge’s Back-
To-School Fair school carnival 
in September, during which lo-
cal school children are treated to 
food, games and a chance to win 
prizes for their schools at the 
lodge. 

Th is is the sixth year the lodge 
has made the school donations in 
these ways. 

According to Sharon Conner, 
a school district staff er who is also 
an Elks member, Terry Layman 
does the required paperwork to 
receive the $4,500 in grant funds 
that pay for the donations. 

Money not spent on the Back-
to-School Fair goes to  purchase 
school supplies and basic need 
items for students, such as shoes, 
socks, sweat pants, underwear, 
etc, that the students may need 
when they arrive at school.

“It’s pretty neat  to watch 
as some of this will help out the 
schools who have low attendance,” 
Conner said. 

Elks deliver donations for students, schools to district offi  ce

Photo by Scott Swanson
DELIVERING – and receiving – school supplies and personal items for students are, from left: Jerry McCollum, chair offi ce; Charly Bashaw (with pad), current Elks exalted 
ruler; Bonnie McCollum, Elks chair of board; Roger Conner, Elks treasurer; Schools Supt. Tom Yahraes; Sharon Conner; Terry Layman;  Maggie Winslow; Sherry Ingram 
of Sweet Home Charter School; and Duane Winslow, Elks trustee. 

She said the school homeless 
advocate is “very involved in let-

ting us know what is needed.” 
Th e Elks’ Community Invest-

U.S. Air Force  National Guard 
Airman 1st Class Mark D. Taraski 
has gradu-
ated from 
basic military 
training at 
Joint Base 
San Antonio-
L a c k l a n d , 
San Antonio, 
Texas.

Ta r a s k i 
c o m p l e t e d 
an intensive, 
e i g h t - w e e k 
program that included training in 
military discipline and studies, Air 
Force core values, physical fi tness, 
and basic warfare principles and 
skills. 

Airmen who complete basic 

ments Program invests $12.3 mil-
lion in Elks communities across 
the country through Lodge grants 
that help Elks meet local needs, ac-
cording to the organization’s web-
site. Th ere are six named grants - 

all with diff erent areas of service.
Th e Elks National Foundation 

Board of Trustees approved ap-
propriations and distributions for 
the 2017-18 fi scal year  totaling 
$33.14 million.

training also earn four credits to-
ward an associate in applied science 
degree through the Community 
College of the Air Force.

Taraski is the son of Nelia and 
Peter Taraski of Sweet Home.

He is a 2015 graduate of Sweet 
Home High School. 

U.S. Air Force Airman Zachary 
T. Rudy graduated from basic mili-
tary training at Joint Base San An-
tonio-Lackland, San Antonio, Texas.

He is the son of Amy McCabe 
of Sweet Home and a 2016 gradu-
ate of Stewart County High School, 
Dover, Tenn. 

Mark Taraski
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COMMUNITY OPINION

From 
Our Files

Looking back on more than 80 years of 

Editorial

THE OPINION PAGE
The New Era opinion page is focused on providing incisive commentary on is-

sues of public concern.  Our unsigned editorials represent the instititutional per-
spective of the newspaper and are the result of a group effort by staff members 
and, on occasion, other community members. Personal opinion columns represent 
the opinion of the individual whose name appears at the top of the column. 

The New Era welcomes written opinions from readers about the newspaper 
and matters of public interest. Typed letters are preferred and may be submitted 
by mail, e-mail, fax or in person at The New Era office. E-mailed letters may be 
sent to news@sweethomenews.com. All submissions MUST include the writer’s 
real name, city of residence and telephone number, the latter in case we need to 
contact you. There is no length restriction, but letters may be edited for length and 
libelous content. We discourage letters about conflicts between private citizens or 
businesses, nor do we publish letters about the alleged guilt, innocence or eviden-
tiary accuracy of legal/judicial cases. Letters of thanks should focus on actions, not 
the individuals responsible. We recommend a thank-you advertisement for lists of 
names. Also, letters containing comments on topics deemed by the editorial staff 
to have been exhausted in previous letters will be edited accordingly or will not be 
run.  We urge writers to submit letters as early in the week as possible, but letters 
submitted during the weekend before publication may be considered, depending on 
space availability.

December 28, 1967
For business establishments 

and for the general public in 
Sweet Home, the cost increased 
to use the mail in 1968.

For the average citizen using 
the mail, that 6 cents in stamps 
will have to be put on letters rath-
er than 5 cents, that 10 cents will 
go on air-mailed letters instead of 
8, and that post cards will require 
5 cents.

Every dog in Linn county was 
entitled to a gold medal, and so 
shall it be when their owners pur-
chase 1968 dog tags.

Otto G. Powell was named 
the Sweepstakes winner of the 
Sweet Home Christmas lighting 
contest by a team of seven Junior 
Chamber of Commerce judges.

Amos Brubaker was the win-
ner in the religious display divi-
sion and Dave Cagle was fi rst in 
the most colorful division.

Second place awards went 
to John Gilbert in the religious 
and to Lew Waddle in the color-
ful, and copping third places were 
Alice Danielson in religious and 
James P. Whitmore in the color-
ful.

Fred Chevrolet Co. won the 
plaque for the best commercial 
window display.

December 30, 1992
Th e City of Sweet Home was 

awarded $1,005,816 in lottery 
funds by the Oregon Economic 
Development Department to 
make mandated improvements to 
its wastewater treatment plant.

Th e city was under a “Stipu-
lation and Final Order” with the 
state Department of Environ-
mental Quality (DEQ), which 
required the city to make im-
provements to provide increased 
treatment of wastewater and pre-
vent discharge of raw sewage into 
Ames Creek.

Some 371 Christmas baskets 
were distributed to needy individ-
uals in the Sweet Home commu-
nity, making the holidays much 
brighter for many individuals, 
especially the children.

Topping the list with 112 
baskets was SHEM (Sweet Home 
Emergency Ministries). Many 
other organizations prepared bas-
kets for distribution as well.

A Sweet Home High School 
graduate had been assigned to 
captain the USS Port Royal, the 
newest of the United States Na-
vy’s Aegis guided missile cruisers.

Robert “Bob” Waibel was a 
member of the Oregon State De-
fense Force since December 1984. 
On Sept. 20, 1992, he went before 
the Offi  cers Board at Camp Riley 
as Sergeant First Class and walked 
out as a Second Lieutenant.

Th e search was on for the 
1993 Oregon Mother of the Year. 
Th e qualifi cations were:

Th e mother needs to be at 
least 45 years old.

Her youngest child needs to 
be at least 15 years old.

Married in a legally accepted 
ceremony.

An exemplary role model for 
motherhood.

Understanding, patient, 
compassionate, loving, coura-
geous, and have homemaking 
skills that are highly regarded as 
essential for mothers.

On the face of it, the City Coun-
cil’s decision on Dec. 12 to let stand 
the eviction of the caretaker at 
Northside Park, which we reported 
on page 1 of last week’s issue, sounds 
solid. 

City Manager Ray Towry and 
council members justify their posi-
tion by saying they are simply follow-
ing city codes – codes which, they say, 
haven’t been adhered to very closely 
in recent years. 

We can certainly appreciate ef-
forts to raise the standard of living 
conditions in Sweet Home. We notice 
and affi  rm landlords and homeown-
ers who have fi xed up their rentals 
and residences in town over the past 
few years. We recognize that city 
codes limit certain types of housing 
in certain areas in part to maintain 
quality of life for residents of those 
neighborhoods. 

Th at said, we wonder about the 
rationale voiced by the council and 
staff  for this move. 

Th e caretaker and two neighbors 
of the park spoke at last week’s city 
council meeting, where they heard an 
earful about how the RV doesn’t meet 
city code. 

Really? Th e RV is there under a 

legal conditional use permit approved 
by the Planning Commission in 2009 
– before any councilor but the mayor 
was serving. City ordinance allows 
the the city use of an RV by parks 
caretakers as a conditional use. Th at 
distinction was not discussed by any-
one during the Dec. 12 meeting. 

It wouldn’t meet city code for 
anyone else, and that’s one of the rea-
sons why City Manager Towry says 
it needs to go: Th e city needs to set 
an example and not violate its own 
rules. He also said it isn’t best prac-
tice, and it isn’t a part of long-term 
plans for the parks. 

So what?
Yes, it’s laudable to say the city 

must meet the same standards as ev-
eryone else and that there should be 
no exceptions to the rules – even for 
the city. We agree in principle. 

Politicians and bureaucrats of-
ten seem to think it’s fi ne to live by 
diff erent rules than the rest of us. So 
it’s refreshing to hear a bureaucrat 
and elected councilors insist that the 
government live by the same stan-
dards required of everybody else. 

But there’s a reason why we have 
conditional use permits and varianc-
es – not just Sweet Home, but in ev-
ery municipality and county. Some-
times rules don’t fi t every situation, 
and sometimes a use may need addi-
tional scrutiny before it’s allowed.

Communities recognize that 
their zoning rules may not take into 
account special features on a given 
property that may signifi cantly re-
duce its usefulness without some kind 
of variation. Planning commissioners 
are appointed and staff  professionals 
are hired to determine when this can 
happen, on a case-by-case basis. Th ey 
are empowered to  accommodate 
situations in which the normal rules 
injure someone’s interests and there 
is no public inconvenience in making 
adjustments to change that. 

Because the city generally forces 
those trying to live in RVs on their or 
others’ property to desist, we recog-
nize that some might feel the city is 
not playing fair in this case. 

But before we go too far down 
that road, we need to remember why 
this RV is there in the fi rst place: se-
curity and safety in the park. 

Th e Sweet Home Planning Com-
mission looked at this situation in 
2009 and found it to be compliant 
with appropriate city code and ap-
proved a conditional use permit for 
the caretaker’s RV – because North-

side Park was a mess. 
Last June, when this fi rst came 

up, a packed council chamber told 
the city manager about the positive 
impact the resident caretaker has 
had on the neighborhood, a presence 
they said has helped reduce a variety 
of undesirable activities in the park. 

Th ere’s a reason why the traffi  c 
of drugs and other unwholesome ac-
tivities has diminished considerably 
in the last eight years. 

It’s also notable that no one in 
the neighborhood of Northside Park 
has publicly objected to the RV. In 
fact, we heard many residents say 
they prefer things the way they are. 

Sure, the conditional use ar-
rangement may not be “best practice” 
as a general rule and we appreciate 
it when our offi  cials live by the same 
rules they apply to others. But some-
times a “greater good”  deserves con-
sideration as well. 

Swinging open the gate for drug 
dealers, after kicking out a couple 
who have provided 24/7 oversight 
over the park – is that “best practice?” 
It may or may not open that gate, but 
the neighbors think it will. Even if 
the caretaker has no real impact, the 
resident caretaker is something that 
costs the city nothing but generates 
goodwill with a group of Sweet Home 
citizens.

Th e city ought to go ahead and 
give it to the neighborhood – unless 
the council wants to invest in a house 
next door. 

Let Northside have caretaker, RV
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Editor’s note: State Rep. Sherrie 
Sprenger, R-Scio, has agreed to write 
a regular column for Lebanon Local as 
a means of helping constituents un-
derstand what is going on in the state 
capital. � is is her � rst installment. 

Oftentimes people ask me, 
“What is a typical day for you?”  

Th is is one of the most chal-
lenging questions I’m asked. 

Th e job of state representative, 
other than lawmaker, is oftentimes 
diffi  cult to describe. Th ere is no job 
description and out of the 90 leg-
islators in Oregon, we each do our 
jobs a little diff erently.  

In a periodic article I am going 
to share the many facets of my role 
as your state representative and of-
fer a bit of an inside glimpse into 
our state government.

Th ere is a saying in the Capi-
tol, “Making laws is like making 
sausage; you don’t really want to 
see it done.”  

Th is is not to suggest laws 
should be made in secret; but rath-
er, what we might envision being a 
tidy process is not very prescriptive 
and oftentimes has as many curves 

and hills as a trip up Highway 20 to 
Hoodoo.

Now there are a few things in 
life I do fairly well.

People almost never refuse my 
invitation to dinner, so I think I 
can cook an edible meal. I’m good 
at giving advice, although I’m not 
sure the advice is always good. 
And one of my favorite talents is 
the ability to brine and smoke a 
Kokanee, preferably after I have 
caught the fi sh, not my husband.  

You will note that writing did 

not appear on this short list. I fear 
that there is an English teacher 
that is going to take a red marker 
to my few and simple words. 

I’m not endeavoring to write 
this article because I’m a writer. 

I’m writing this article because 
I’m your state representative and I 
want you to have the best under-
standing and accurate information 
about your state government. So 
please, don’t lose what could be 
useful information to you because 
I don’t put a comma in the right 
place or have a dangling participle, 
whatever that is.                             

I have one request if you 
choose to read this article: Th ink 
about what your role in your gov-
ernment should be.

 When I talk about “special 
interests” ask yourself if you are a 
member of a special interest group. 
Are they bad or do we simply dis-
agree with some? 

When I talk about the commit-
tee process, ask yourself if there is 
a topic you should be testifying 
on. Is there somebody you should 
be writing a letter to, sharing your 
experience with a particular issue? 

And then, if you do want to 
correspond with a committee, your 
congressman, or just me, how do 
you form a letter that will be read?

Let me off er a little free ad-
vice… Don’t start with: “What are 
you stupid idiots thinking? You’re 
all corrupt.”   Not the best start to a 
conversation.   

I am not under the illusion 
that everybody agrees with me. 
My husband doesn’t always agree 
with me and that’s OK … most of 
the time.

My goal is not to have people 
think like me; my goal is to encour-
age thoughtful discussion about 
your legislative process. 

I’m sometimes criticized for 
what amounts to not being angry 
enough. I think we have enough 
anger in society right now. I can be 
passionate and committed to what 
I believe without being angry.  

What I work really hard to do 
is understand and educate those in 
the legislature that represent total-
ly diff erent parts of the state. I may 
not agree all the time with many 
of my colleagues but I fi nd when I 
listen to their perspective, whether 
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Regular column will aim to unveil goings-on in state capital
I agree or not, I can have a better 
conversation. 

I like to think they hear me out 
when I have taken the time to hear 
them out. 

In the future, I hope to share 
with you my view of the legisla-
tive process; the good, the bad, 
and the ugly. I’m not a political sci-
ence major. I don’t aspire to move 
to DC and be part of the political 
machine. 

I don’t even know if I’m an ex-
pert in anything.

 I just love the community I’ve 
grown up around and want to share 
issues that impact all of us. 

If you don’t fi nd my literary 
attempt of bringing your govern-
ment to you helpful, then don’t 
spend your time reading this little 
blurb.

Go fi shing instead.   
– Sherrie Sprenger represents 

most of Linn County, including Sweet 
Home, Lebanon, as part of her 17th 
District of the Oregon House of Rep-
resentatives, where she has served 
since 2008. Prior to her service in the 
legislature, she was chair of the  Leba-
non School Board. 

Oregon’s high school gradua-
tion rates were an embarrassingly 
low 75 percent in 2015-16. 

Sadly, Oregon is almost 10 
percent below the national average 
and has ranked among the worst 
fi ve states in the nation for fi ve 
years in a row. Th is is unacceptable. 
We are failing our children and 
grandchildren.

Which students are being 
harmed the most? Graduation rates 
were most alarming for students 
with disabilities (55.5 percent), 
economically disadvantaged (68.1 
percent), current English learners 
(52.9 percent), American Indian/
Alaska Native (56.4 percent), Af-
rican American/Black (66.1 per-
cent), and Hispanic/Latino (69.4 
percent). 

Not graduating leads to 
higher unemployment, lower in-
comes, higher incarceration rates, 
and poorer health. Additionally, 
increased costs to society are es-
timated to be over $260,000 per 
student without a high school di-
ploma.

Recognizing the importance 
of investing in good education and 
graduation results, last year, voters 
overwhelmingly approved Measure 
98 to signifi cantly expand career 
and technical education, acceler-
ated credit programs, and dropout 
prevention programs. However, 
only 56 percent of the voter-re-
quested funding was allocated by 
state leaders. Because Oregon 
needs to help all students succeed, 
we audited high school graduation 
rates and alternative education 
programs.

We need to do more to engage 
and support students so they can 
be successful in school and gradu-
ate on time. Oregon has an ambi-
tious goal that students entering 
kindergarten this coming Septem-
ber will have a graduation rate of 
100 percent by 2025. However, 
auditors found that limitations 
in ODE’s practices could hinder 
Oregon’s ability to meet this goal.

As one Oregon high school 
principal told our auditors, 
“Schools need to do a better job 
meeting student needs and ODE 
needs to do a better job meeting 
the needs of schools.” 

For example, students who 
transfer into a new school district 
during high school graduate at 
rates roughly 30 percent lower than 
students who stayed in the same 
district. Th ere is no established 

support system focused on this 
key risk factor. Also, ODE does not 
provide enough support to schools 
with graduation rates between 67 
percent and 85 percent (known as 
“mid-range”), although most non-
graduates attend these schools. 

Transitioning from middle 
school to high school can be hard 
for students. Just think back to 
those diffi  cult years in your own 
life! Students who struggle in 
middle school are already at risk of 
not graduating. Analysis of school 
attendance patterns shows that 
chronic absenteeism begins to in-
crease in middle school and rises 
through high school. ODE’s focus 
on the early and late years of K-12 
education largely overlooks these 
key transition years.

Some at-risk students turn to 
alternative programs when tradi-
tional schools are not a good fi t. 
Despite the risk profi le of many 
students in these programs, ODE 
does not adequately track or report 
on the performance of alternative 
schools and programs. As a result, 
the state lacks critical information 
on which alternative programs are 
actually working. 

One bright spot is that ODE 
has a strong focus on equity and 
has developed plans to help eco-
nomically disadvantaged students 
who make up more than 70 percent 
of students who do not graduate 
on time. Still, performance contin-

ues to lag among these students, 
so implementation and continued 
monitoring is key. Also, there is 
currently no accountability to en-
sure that the state-provided extra 
funding for economically disadvan-
taged students is actually spent to 
help them succeed instead of on 
other programs.

Th ere are solutions to these 
problems. Th ere is no doubt that 
schools would benefi t from more 
funding and better fi scal manage-
ment. However, we also need to 
think outside of the traditional box 
of more taxes versus less generous 
employee benefi ts. We should learn 
from education research and ap-
proaches used in other states.

For example, ODE should fol-
low the example set by Vermont, 
Indiana, and Florida by tracking 
two critical predictors of gradu-
ation success: individual student 
grades and student credit attain-
ment. Th is information would help 
identify struggling students who 
need intervention earlier.

Oregon requires individual-
ized personal learning plans for 
every student in 7th grade, but 
many schools ignore or delay this 
important tool. ODE is not provid-
ing needed accountability or assis-
tance. A better model is Nebraska, 
which provides a lesson plan for 
teachers to help students develop 
personal learning plans and a book-
let with step-by-step guidelines for 

students, schools, and parents. 
It can be diffi  cult for schools 

to eff ectively engage with parents. 
One innovative Oregon school 
our auditors visited had students 
bring a parent or other adult for a 
student-led conference. Th e partic-
ipation increase was dramatic at 90 
percent above prior years. Iowa’s 
education department shared ideas 
for parent surveys, regular and var-
ied use of social media, and class 
descriptions for parents for each 
class that underscore how parents 
can help.

Last school year, ODE waived 
the state’s minimum instructional 
hour requirements because of snow 
days. Simply enforcing the current 
requirements would add more class 
time to help struggling students.

Our auditors also recommend-
ed that ODE re-focus eff orts to bet-
ter support students who change 
school districts during high school, 
students at schools with mid-range 
graduation rates, and low income 
students. ODE can help districts co-
ordinate transitions between mid-
dle and high schools and provide 
districts with improvement tools 
and guidance for better communi-
cating with students, families, and 
the communities. Similarly, ODE 
could help improve alternative pro-
grams with a more meaningful ac-
countability system and monitor-
ing standards for crucial practices, 
such as annual evaluations of these 

schools and programs.
Problems in Oregon’s edu-

cation system are not limited to 
K-12. An audit we released last 
week revealed a need for improve-
ment in higher education as well. 
Th e Higher Education Coordinat-
ing Commission is responsible 
for coordinating the state’s public 
universities, community colleges, 
and workforce system to improve 
outcomes. Unfortunately, our audi-
tors found that the commission vi-
olated Oregon law in 65 percent of 
their contracts and agreements be-
tween November 2016 and March 
2017. Th e commission needs to 
correct basic tasks like contracting 
if they are going to improve success 
overall.

It has been said that the fi rst 
step to improvement is admitting 
you have a problem. Oregon lead-
ers need to acknowledge that our 
educational system needs to use 
smarter approaches, better ac-
countability, and more options for 
at-risk students. We can learn from 
other states that have better out-
comes. 

Oregon students deserve a 
world-class education. We can do 
better. We must do better.

—Dennis Richardson is Ore-
gon’s Secretary of State. His o�  ce is 
responsible for auditing the state’s 
public accounts, conducting and over-
seeing elections and administrating 
public records.

Oregon education performs poorly, requires state to do better
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Around Town

To submit information about an upcoming event for inclusion in Around Town, 
send an e-mail or letter that includes the five W’s (What’s happening, when it’s 
happening, where, why, and who’s involved) and the H (how much). Events that 
are free or are non-profit will get first priority. Remember that the newspaper is 
delivered on Wednesdays, so time submissions accordingly. The deadline for sub-
missions is noon on the Thursday prior to publication.  Send your information to 
news@sweethomenews.com or mail it to Editor, The New Era, P.O. Box 39, Sweet 
Home, OR 97386.  You are encouraged to call to make sure your information has 
arrived, but it must be submitted in writing.

Hands-on learning 
for pre-teens

Sweet Home Public Library 
will host Mechanisms, a hands-on 
learning activity, from 2:30 to 4 
p.m. on the fi rst Wednesday of ev-
ery month until June at the Sweet 
Home Public Library, 1101 13th 
Ave.

Ward Christman will teach 
about simple machines, energy 

collection and storage, electricity, 
parts of computers and how they 
work and more. All supplies are 
provided. 

Sign-ups and regular atten-
dance are required. Th is activity is 
recommended for third- through 
fi fth-graders.

For more information or to 
sign up, visit the library or call 
(541) 386-5007.  

Deadline for city 
grants is Dec. 31 

Dec. 31 is the deadline for ap-
plications Th e City of Sweet Home 
is accepting applications for its 
Community Grants Program until 
Dec. 31. 

Th e program is off ered twice 
per year. Th e City Council will award 
its next set of grants in January. 

To apply, complete the city’s 
application packet and return it to 
City of Sweet Home, Community 
Grants Program, 1140 12th Ave., 
Sweet Home, OR 97386. 

Th e application may be found 
on the web at www.sweet-home.
or.us/executive/page/city-sweet-
home-community-grants-program. 

For further information, call 
the city manager’s offi  ce at (541) 
367-2135 or stop by City Hall, 1140 
12th Ave. 

Tax prep assistance 
volunteers needed

Th e AARP Tax-Aide program is 
recruiting volunteers. 

Training for volunteers starts 
in January. Th ey off er this free tax 
preparation service in Linn and 
Benton counties, but their greatest 
need is for volunteers in Lebanon 
and Sweet Home.

AARP Foundation Tax-Aide 
provides tax preparation help for 
anyone who cannot aff ord paid tax 
services, however those age 60 and 
over are their primary target audi-
ence. Th e Tax-Aide program is the 
nation’s largest free volunteer tax 
program, off ered in conjunction 
with the IRS. Th ere is no fee and no 
sales pitch for services, and AARP 
membership is not required.

Volunteer counselors are need-
ed to work with taxpayers directly 
by fi lling out tax returns, using 
software approved by AARP and 
the IRS. 

If you are interested in vol-
unteering, call (541) 971-5152 or 
email taxaidedist24@gmail.com.

Free genealogy 
classes off ered

Sweet Home Genealogy Soci-
ety is off ering free classes roughly 
every other week through mid-Feb-
ruary. 

Th e Introduction to Geneal-
ogy classes are video-based and are 
held twice on scheduled Mondays, 
at noon and at 6 p.m. at the Gene-
alogy Library, 1223 Kalmia St. Th e 
instructor on the videos is genealo-
gist Dr. John Philip Colletta. 

Topics on Dec. 18 will be “Your 
Ancestors in the County Court-
house” and “Your Ancestors in 
State Records.”

Upcoming class topics include 
searching your ancestors’ back-
yards and assembling an account of 
your discoveries, and much more.

For more information, contact 
Teresa at (541) 401-1361

Bible study on
dealing with trials

A community-wide Bible study 
will begin on Th ursday, Jan. 4,  at 
Sweet Home Christian Church, 
at the corner of 18th Avenue and 
Long Street.

Th e study will focus on the 
book of James and learning how to 
have joy in the midst of our trou-
bles.   Everyone is welcome.   It will 
be held at the education building 
from 6 to 7 p.m. 

For more information, contact 
Stacey at ( 541 ) 367-0772.

Free class to learn 
to be a ham (radio)

Th e East Linn Ham Radio Club 

is off ering a free 6- to 8-week class 
to assist those who are interested 
in becoming a licensed ham radio 
operator. 

Classes will be held from 7 
to 9 p.m., beginning Wednesday, 
Jan. 17, at the Sweet Home Police 
Department’s training room, 1950 
Main St. 

Ham radio training manuals 
will be available for purchase at the 
beginning of the fi rst class. Th is 
session is for the Technician Li-
cense. Registration is required. 

For information or to register,  
contact Edie Wilcox at (541) 401-
0188.

Meals on Wheels
weekly menu 

Meals on Wheels, also known 
as Your Table or Ours, off ers lunch 
at the Sweet Home Community 
Center to seniors over 60 at noon 
on Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays. 

Th e Senior Center serves a sep-
arate lunch on Wednesdays.

First-time diners are invited 
to come in and have a free lunch to 
give it a try.

Suggested donation is $3.50. 
All meals are served with milk, cof-
fee or tea upon request and diabetic 
desserts are available on request.

Th e menu on Friday, Dec. 29, is 
chicken chop suey or teriyaki meat-
balls, both with steamed rice, green 
peas, Mandarin pineapple gelatin, 
wheat dinner roll and confetti New 
Year’s cake.

No meal will be served Mon-
day, Jan. 1, due to the New Year’s 
Day holiday.

Th e menu on Tuesday, Jan. 2, 
is beef Spanish rice or macaroni 
and cheese, green peas, Mandarin 
pineapple salad, oat bran roll and 
frozen hot chocolate.

Volunteers are needed for both 
kitchen help and meal delivery. 

For more information, contact 
Norene at (541) 367-8843. 
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Quarry Land
From page 1

wanted,” Snyder said.
Th e city has a letter from the 

DEQ stating no further action is 
needed, “which is what everyone 
wants to have on a property like 
this,” he said.

Th ere is a deed restriction that 
deals with water, he added. Because 
of arsenic and “other things” they 
will not be able to dig a well on the 
property.

Th e Contaminated Media Man-
agement Plan, which is required by 
the DEQ also has been completed.

Th e preliminary title report de-
tails road and utility easements on 
the quarry property, and the resolu-
tion and order is the document that 

the Linn County Board of Commis-
sioners approved last month so the 
land transfer could be made.

Th ere is a disclosure and re-
lease agreement between the coun-
ty and the city that states the city 
will accept the land in “as is” con-
dition “and with limited liability, if 
any, to the county.” 

Th e deed for the property 
states that the city shall keep the 
land in public use for 20 years.

Snyder said the county has the 
real market value of the property at 
$2 million. Th e city has spent about 
$14,000 on the land transfer pro-
cess, according to fi gures presented 
at the city council meeting.

Th e Phase I portion cost 
$4,500, the CMMP cost $1,000, 
the PPA cost $5,500 and the cost of 

title insurance was $3,354.
City Councilor Diane Gerson 

asked Snyder if the property quali-
fi es for recreational immunity.

“Yes, it depends what we do 
out there,” Snyder said. “State law 
(regarding) recreational immunity, 
(says that) people use your prop-
erty for recreation and you don’t 
charge them a fee so they can’t 
come back and sue.”

Gerson also was concerned 
about not over burdening city staff  
with another project. She said she 
wanted developing this newly ac-
quired land to be a very low prior-
ity.

Council Lisa Gourley said it is 
a low priority but that to accept the 
land now would give the city and 
community members access to the 

river.
Gourley said she thinks the 

city can look to community part-
ners, such as the Sweet Home Eco-
nomic Development Group to help 
develop it.

She joked that maybe someone 
who would like to have it named af-
ter them would foot the bill.

Mayor Greg Mahler chimed in 
that perhaps Phil Knight would be 
interested.

Councilor James Goble asked 
if the public would have access to 
the property once it is transferred 
or if it would be locked up.

“I don’t know,” Snyder said.
Insurance coverage and state 

law will be a consideration in those 
decisions.

“(It will be a matter of what) 

state law will allow us to do with-
out getting in trouble under the li-
ability of recreation,” Snyder said. 
“It might be some of those things, 
like you get over at the skate park 
and you know if you put up a sign 
that says something you somehow 
become liable that they’re sup-
posed to then do that, whereas if 
you don’t have a sign on something 
then you’re better off  because then 
you haven’t taken on part of the re-
sponsibility.”

moving?                   Contact our 
             circulation
Department at: 

541-367-2135
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Public Safety

Information for the Public 
Safety report in The New Era 
is drawn from local police and 
fi re agencies.  It is important 
to remember that the fact that 
we report that someone is ar-
rested or cited for a crime does 
not mean they are guilty. Guilt 
is only determined through the 
courts.  Addresses listed typi-
cally indicate the location of 
the incident or of the arrest, 
but sometimes may indicate 
the origin of the call.

Dec. 21
12:20 a.m. - A 13-year-old 

male taken into custody and re-
ferred to Juvenile Department for 
minor in possession of marijuana 
and runaway, 1530 Tamarack St., 
Mountain Shadows. Released to a 
parent.

2:30 a.m. - Caller found a cell 
phone, alley behind Dowtown 
Lounge, 1234 Main St. Placed in 
found property. 
Dec. 20

5:26 a.m. - Caller reported sub-
jects at her house, refusing to leave 
and yelling, 1400 block of 13th. 
Two males trespassed from the lo-
cation.

9:24 a.m. - Caller reported that 
someone broke out the windows on 
a backhoe, 1600 block of 18th. Re-
port taken. 

9:49 p.m. - James Newton 
Reasons, 64, cited and released in 
fi eld for harassment (domestic vio-

lence), 4112 Long St. 
10:21 a.m. - Caller reported 

a burglary, with three 5-gallon 
gas cans missing, 28300 block of 
Ridgeway. One was full of fuel. One 
was half full, and one was empty. 
Report taken. Loss valued at about 
$135.  

10:56 p.m. - Caller reported 
a TV stolen from his storage unit, 
900 block of Nandina. Report tak-
en. Loss valued at $100.

11:11 a.m. - Caller  found an 
empty tent behind the radio sta-
tion, 28000 block of Pleasant Val-
ley. No one was around it. 

12:41 p.m. - Caller reported 
that someone came onto his prop-
erty and stole a wagon wheel, 600 
block of 4th. Report taken. Loss 
valued at $100.

2:49 p.m. - Caller reported 
a black dog running across Main 
Street near 22nd Avenue. Offi  cer 
unable to locate.

7:56 p.m. - Donna Ashley Clax-
ton, 25, arrested on Sweet Home 
warrants for failure to appear on 
original charges of third-degree 
theft, fourth-degree assault and 
harassment, Lebanon. Cited and 
released.

11:42 p.m. - Robin David Fox 
III, 27, arrested on Linn County 
Justice Court warrant for failure 
to appear and Sweet Home warrant 
for failure to comply on original 
charge of theft of services, 22nd 
and Kalmia. Transported to Linn 
County Jail.
Dec. 19

7:57 a.m. - David Russell Coats, 
35, arrested on Sweet Home war-
rant for failure to comply on origi-
nal charge of misdemeanor driving 
while suspended, Lebanon. Cited 
and released.

10:49 a.m. - Johnny Lee Stone, 
25, arrested for thirty-degree theft, 
1540 Main St., Safeway. Cited and 
released. 

12:07 p.m. - Caller reported a 
female took her wallet, 1300 block 
of Sunset. Report taken. Loss val-

ued at less than $100. Investigation 
continuing. 

12:23 p.m. - Caller reported 
that someone broke into a house 
and dogs were missing, 3300 block 
of Long. Another caller reported 
two stray dogs wandering in front 
of her residence. Offi  cer talked to 
family members. Th ere was no sign 
of a break-in, and a responsible par-
ty was able to round up the dogs. A 
homeowner returned and advised 
nothing had been taken. 

1:02 p.m. - Caller reported that 
someone tried to siphon fuel from 
her father’s car three days earlier, 
900 block of Long. Report taken. 
Loss valued at $3.

3:01 p.m. - Caller reported that 
someone had been charging items 
to her credit card without her per-
mission, 1300 block of Evergreen. 
Charges were in another state. Call-
er advised to bring in documents. 

4:04 p.m. - Donna Ashley Lyons 
(Claxton), 25, cited and released in 
fi eld on Albany warrants for failure 
to appear on original charges of two 
counts of second-degree disorderly 
conducts and two counts of third-
degree theft and failure to comply 
on original charge of second-degree 
theft, 2231 Kalmia St. 

4:13 p.m. - Caller reported two 
juveniles inside Sweet Home High 
School during the weekend, 1641 
Long St. Report taken. 

4:45 p.m. - Caller reported a 
couple of his students found a bag 
with blue liquid inside it along with 
a few syringes on the staircase lead-
ing to the bleachers, Husky Field. 
Property seized.

6:28 p.m. - Janelle Renea 
Arms, 38, cited for driving while 
suspended and driving uninsured, 
12th and Main. 

8:29 p.m. - Darla Lavonne 
Jaques, 60, cited for driving unin-
sured and no Oregon license, Sky-
line Inn Restaurant. 

9:29 p.m. - Austin Irl Hill, 26, 
cited for no license, 2400 block of 
Main. 
Dec. 18

7:23 a.m. - Caller reported that 
someone tried to break into the 
gated area, 580 Main St., Veterans 
Club. Report taken. 

7:33 a.m. - Caller reported 
fi nding a green trunk and clothes 

left on the side of the road, 54th 
and 53rd. Placed in found property.

9:39 a.m. - Offi  cer located a 
dog at large, 1100 block of 1st. 
Dog released to owner, and owner 
warned for keeping a dog as a pub-
lic nuisance. 

10:08 a.m. - Caller turned in a 
phone found at Sweet Home High 
School, 1641 Long St., in October. 
Placed in found property.

10:39 a.m. - Caller reported 
that a male who made threats of a 
school shooting in the past was at 
the school, 1641 Long St., Sweet 
Home High School. Offi  cer unable 
to locate.

10:53 a.m. - Caller reported a 
vehicle appeared to be abandoned 
and parked on the street, 300 block 
of Highway 228. Posted for remov-
al.

12:30 p.m. - John Paul Short, 
34, cited and released for second-
degree criminal trespass and sec-
ond-degree criminal mischief, Mo-
bile gasoline station. 

12:48 p.m. - Caller reported 
juveniles smoking and playing loud 
music in Sankey Park. Offi  cer con-
tacted fi ve persons, who denied 
smoking. Th ey were advised to turn 
down the music, and two juveniles 
were sent back to school.

3:06 p.m. - Caller reported that 
someone stole his bicycle two days 
earlier, 3224 Main St., South Fork 
manufactured home park. Report 
taken.

3:16 p.m. - Caller reported her 
daughter-in-law had been using her 
identity, 1300 block of Poplar. In-
formation noted. Caller advised of 
options.

3:34 p.m. - Caller reported that 
her husband had a stray pit bull cor-
nered in the yard, 1530 Tamarack 
St., Mountain Shadows. Dog gone 
on arrival. Unable to locate owner. 

6:41 p.m. - Caller reported a 
stray dog showed up at her back 
door, 900 block of 15th. Dog placed 
in kennel. Animal Control advised.

5:20 p.m. - Caller reported two 
subjects snooping around in the al-
ley, 400 block of Elm. Offi  cer con-
tacted the caller, who appeared to 
be having hallucinations. Offi  cer 
planned to contact family mem-
bers.

6:38 p.m. - Caller reported that 
she lent her rifl e to a friend, and 
he sold it without her permission, 
1700 block of Dogwood. Report 
taken. Loss valued at $550.

8:46 p.m. - Linn County Sher-
iff ’s Offi  ce received a report of 
someone driving and fi ring a pis-
tol out the window on Old Holley 
Road near Holley Church. Th e ve-
hicle may have been headed toward 
Sweet Home. Offi  cer responded 
and checked the area. Unable to lo-
cate.

Need Business Cards?
1000 cards for as low as  $49.60
We can design your card for you!

Call for pricing | 541-367-2135
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Sweet Home Senior Center Calendar

Editor’s note: Our original plan 
was to do a story about a local cou-
ple, Edie Wilcox and Steve Magnolia, 
who are very active as volunteers in 
our community. Well, it was a good 
idea, but not for the space we have 
available. So, instead, we are focus-
ing on Edie this month and next 
month’s 55 Plus will feature Steve, 
though, of course, there are overlaps 
in their stories. 

By Sean C. Morgan
Of � e New Era

It’s pretty rare to attend any 
event in which the Sweet Home 
Police Department is involved 
throughout the year and not see 
Edie Wilcox. 

With her longtime compan-
ion Steve Magnolia, Wilcox, 55, 
is a regular volunteer at the Pub-
lic Safety Fair, Shop with a Cop, 
Downtown Trick or Treat and pa-
rades; and they help out behind 
the scenes with Peer Court, data 
entry and offi  ce work at the sta-
tion.  

“Where do I start with the 
two most dedicated volunteers I 
have?” Riley said. “Doesn’t matter 
what it is I ask. Th ey’re willing to 
do it. Th ey have a passion for the 
city of Sweet Home. Th ey have a 
passion for the children, and they 
have a passion and pure love for 
our Police Department. 

“And it doesn’t matter if it’s 
last minute notice or if they have 
lots of advance notice, they are 
always ready, willing and able to 
help. Both of them always have 
the most hours each year put in by 
any of my volunteers.”

Magnolia said their volun-
teerism started when Wilcox par-
ticipated in the Sweet Home Police 
Department’s Citizens Academy. 
She recommended it to him and 
followed through.

“I’ve recommended it to peo-
ple since I did it,” Magnolia said. 
“You learn so much about the Po-
lice Department. You learn how 
they function.”

“What the police actually do,” 
Wilcox added.Wilcox was born in 
Eureka, Calif. She came to Sweet 
Home when her parents, Bill and 
Pat Wilcox, who were from Sweet 
Home, returned in the early 1960s 
and her father took a job working 
on both dams. 

She has lived in Sweet Home 
most of her life, with stops in Sis-
ters, Bend and Albany. 

Wilcox’s parents were active 
with the Elks, she said. “Th is is 
where I get my community in-
volvement.”

She helped them set up 
booths for Sportsman’s Holiday 
and other community events. 

Local volunteer Edie Wilcox assists police – and much more

Photo by Sean C. Morgan
EDIE WILCOX, with Steve Magnolia in their home, is heavily involved in local volunteer activities ranging from working as a ham 
radio operator for the Police Department to serving as a city planning commissioner. 
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Digging 
treasure 
at the 
East Linn
Museum

Roberta
McKern

When you begin thinking 
about traces of childhood at the 
East Linn Museum and take a 
look around, it seems as if there 
is less than expected to be found. 

After all, the museum refl ects 
over a 160 years of settlement in 
the vicinity. But of course, not 
much can be looked for from the 
earliest years when surviving 
meant using up and wearing out 
what was on hand.

What ends up in the East 
Linn Museum, then, is some-
thing particularly saved or cast 
aside, forgotten and re-found, 
and those who make a point of 
saving things in particular are 
less likely to pass them on to a 
museum. So, the museum has 
been lucky in what it does have.

Too, before the logging in-
dustry boomed in these parts 
during the 1930s and on up to 
the 1990s, and brought in a cor-
responding population infl ux, 
the East Linn area remained 
strictly rural, relying on farming 
and stock raising as the primary 
industries. 

Indeed, up until 1920, most 
of America focused on the sim-
plicities of rural living – a time 
many now look back upon with 
nostalgia, wishing to return there 
as long as they can take central 
heat, running water, fl ush toilets, 
good sewers and all of the mod-
ern conveniences, including su-
permarkets, along with them.

Refl ecting such nostalgia, a 
1940s-era calendar hangs framed 
beneath a large photograph of 
J.P. Harrang assisting a young 
girl in his Foster Store around 
the 1930s. Th e photograph has 
its own charm, the bespectacled 
grocer listening attentively to the 
little girl who wears a ribbon slid-
ing down her hair while tins of 
goods line the shelves behind the 
grocer and his counter. 

But the calendar illustration 
outdoes the nostalgia, showing a 
rosy-cheeked lad whistling as he 
comes up from a creek with his 
stick fi shing pole and its string 
line on one shoulder while carry-
ing a short stick strung with fi sh 
in his other hand. 

He is the ideal of lost youth 
in his straw hat and worn cloth-
ing.

Th e calendar came courtesy 

of the Wiley Creek Service sta-
tion, so maybe the boy fi shed in 
Wiley Creek. Yet, judging by the 
crudeness of his pole and line, the 
fi sh had to be very naive regard-
ing fi shing gear, or perhaps he 
resorted to chumming, dropping 
in pieces of dried bread to attract 
them to his bait. Still, he serves 
as a reminder of why fewer traces 
of childhood might show up at 
the museum. 

Farm work, school, and 
church were the main focuses of 
rural life in East Linn. Children 
grew up with chores like sow-
ing, hoeing, harvesting, and can-
ning or drying garden truck. Th ey 
early learned to gather eggs and 
help with the milking. Besides, 
in the days of wood stoves, logs 
had to be sawed and chopped and 
armfuls of wood hauled into the 
kitchen or parlor for cooking and 
heating.

Wash day meant frequently 
carrying pails of water in from an 
outdoor pump and often called 
for older children to stay home 
from school to help mother. And 
for older children, as family sizes 
grew, there appeared on the scene 
little ones to tend. Rural families 
often included six, eight or more 
children. Th ere were mother, 
father, sister, brother, brother, 
sister and more, each baby ap-
pearing about two years after the 
previous one. 

As one member of a large 
family said, “Two years was all 
you got to be a baby.”

Something of this appears in 
the museum’s bedroom display, 
though inadvertently. First, there 
stands a cradle by the bed, rudely 

made from a patent medicine box 
once containing Dr. Pierce’s elix-
irs. Next is a rockable slatted crib, 
followed by a larger and more no-
ticeable white cast iron crib occa-
sionally decorated with rosettes. 
It is big enough to hold twins 
and once did. Th e cast iron crib 
refl ects an awareness of hygiene, 
metal bed frames being believed 
to deter bed bugs because they 
had fewer crannies than wooden 
ones.

In a rapidly growing family, 
these three baby beds could ac-
commodate up to three children, 
twins upping the number to four. 
But an opinion holds regarding 
the Dr. Pierce cradle wondering if 
it was really a baby’s bed or more 
likely a child’s toy, a hand-made 
gift like the fragile carved rocking 
horse in the parlor given by an 
uncle to his nephews.

At any rate, the bedroom 
scene holds the genesis of the 
family where two ornately deco-
rated and framed marriage li-
censes hang on the walls. One 
celebrates the 1891 marriage of 
J. E. (Ed) McClun to Elmira Dun-
niway, the other the 1908 one of 
G. A. Scanlon and Cora S. Needer-
man. Th ese licenses symbolized 
both the commitments the brides 
and grooms were making to each 
other, but also their commitment 
jointly to the welfare of their fu-
ture children.

Two large, jaded-looking 
dolls view the bedroom scene. 
Th ey wear the dresses, shoes and 
caps of young children while they 
stare fi xedly across a handmade 
potty chair with a mottled grey 
enamelware chamber pot, a small 
tricycle and an equally minia-
ture bentwood rocker. Another 
small rocker sits in the parlor and 
these rockers feel like true traces 
of childhood made for children 
wanting to be just like grandma.

A more poignant chair waits 

in the kitchen, a red and white 
high chair once used by four 
Whitcomb children, three of 
whom died of diphtheria dur-
ing the 1899 epidemic. It serves 
as a reminder of the perils faced 
by children in earlier years when 
outbreaks of diphtheria, measles, 
typhus and scarlet fever could 
prove deadly despite home rem-
edies like drops of coal oil taken 
on teaspoons full of sugar.

Big dolls not only recall child-
hood but in the museum they 
serve other purposes. A convert-
ible pedal car, parked near the 
doorway leading from the main 
room into the adjoining room, 
adds interest. In it sits a big doll 
garbed in blue and white ticking 
engineer’s cap and overalls. 

Th e car came from one of 
the museum’s founders, Don 
Menear, who gazes from a photo-
graph with his dog, Binky, on the 
far wall. Without the doll in place, 
he might be watching the Speed-
ster speed around the museum 
aisles, propelled by a rambunc-
tious three year old like one who 
tried to scale the Whitcomb high 
chair before it was placed behind 
the rope protecting the kitchen 
display. 

Obviously, childhood objects 
still speak to children, particular-
ly those proposing motion.

Two articles which would not 
attract small children but that are 
connected with early infancy and 
come as foreign to general expec-
tations are a birthing chair in the 
bedroom and what looks like a 
scaled down Aladdin’s lamp in a 
case not far from Don Menear’s 
pedal car. 

Th e birthing chair sits low. 
Its size is small enough to be 
overwhelmed by a large and 
sturdy mother-to-be, but it has 
a seat extended to either side in 
which handles have been cut to 
be gripped when necessary. Th ese 
chairs have a history going back 
to Egypt.

Th e little Aladdin’s lamp 
turns out to be a nursing pitcher, 
its spout designed to carry milk 
to the child’s mouth like a spig-
ot. Made in Germany, did it and 
the birthing chair come from the 
Swiss colony at Sunnyside?

Th ree sections in the mu-
seum do aim at children specifi -
cally: one for toys, one for schools 
and one for Boy and Girl Scouts. 
“Be prepared” says one Scout’s 
slogan, “to grow up” is what it 
might add. 

Sam Cairnes volunteered lo-
cally as a popular longtime leader 
of the Boy Scouts and most of the 
Scouting displays refl ect his ener-
gies. Much of the paraphernalia 
related to Scouting and of the 
toys in the toy section suggest 
more recent times than many of 
the museum’s other artifacts..

However, the dolls in the toy 
section, though not many, and 
including kewpies, span more 
than 140 years. Four with china 
heads, hands and feet, appear as 
the oldest, the two smaller ones 
coming from the Paddock fam-
ily. Th e smallest dates to 1861. 
Its eyes appear to be black, while 
the others have blue eyes. Most 
such dolls do have a combina-
tion of black hair and blue eyes, 
blonde or brown eyed ones being 
unusual.

Th ese dolls must have been 
well cared for. Often, around 
older houses, an arm or a leg can 
be found from a doll, but never 
the hollow, easily broken heads. 
You might get a piece of nose and 
cheek or maybe a brow ridge and 
eye socket – nothing more of the 
head, not enough for a forensic 
reconstruction. 

Th e toy section holds par-
ticularly intriguing pieces. Some 
had to be hard for their own-
ers to put aside, like a tin circus 
wagon hauling a lithograph of a 
lion, caged and pulled by a pair 
of dapple-rumped gray horses, 
or the tin World War I bi-plane – 
American, of course. 

Not too far away, a home-
made wooden bi-plane has land-
ed, too. No doubt when powered 
by a boy, both made coughing, 
sputtering and roaring sounds.

Here, also, cluster cast-iron 
banks, a goat, a red clown and a 
building labeled “bank.” 

Th ese should have schooled 
youngsters according to at least 
two adages, one told to the ty-
coon Andrew Carnegie in Scot-
land by his mother. Th e other 
coming from Benjamin Franklin. 

“Mind the pennies and the 
pounds will take care of them-
selves,” Andrew’s mother ad-
monished, and in America where 
pounds were dollars, he minded 
them and watched millions of 
dollars accrue. 

Ben certainly is well-known 

Traces of childhood may not be many at museum, but they’re touching

HOLLEY CHILDREN generally are barefoot in this school photo. 
NETTIE and Vince Paddock are decked 
out in this formal portrait. 
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Federal grant enables fire department to beef up paramedic staffing
By Sean C. Morgan
Of � e New Era

Two fi refi ghter-paramedics, 
J.T. Weld and Scott Moehlmann, 
will bolster the Sweet Home Fire 
and Ambulance District’s ability to 
respond during its busiest hours 
as they offi  cially begin work this 
month. 

Th ey fi ll two newly created 
positions partially funded by a 
three-year $339,000 Staffi  ng for 
Adequate Fire and Emergency Re-
sponse Grant from the U.S. Federal 
Emergency Management Agency. 
Th e  funding decreases annually 
over the term of the grant. Each 
will work three days per week, Sun-
day through Tuesday and Th ursday 
through Saturday, from 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m., alternating Wednesdays.

Weld has been a part-time 
paramedic since August 2015. 
Moehlmann completed his para-
medic internship with Sweet Home 
and currently works for Pacifi c 
West Ambulance. 

Weld, 21, graduated from 
Sweet Home High School in 2014. 
His father is Ken Weld, who retired 
in December 2014 as a battalion 
chief with SHFAD. 

After high school, J.T. Weld 
volunteered as a fi refi ghter, but he 
didn’t expect to make a career out 
of it. 

“I went to school to play base-
ball at Chemeketa,” Weld said. 
He initially planned to study civil 
engineering, but he ended up get-
ting hurt and unintentionally en-
tering the fi re and medic program 
at Chemeketa Community College 
in Salem. He had signed up for an 
EMT class but did not realize it. 

“Th en I got into it and said, 
‘Th is is awesome,’” Weld said. 
He had thought about it, and “I 
wouldn’t have chosen anything else 
honestly.”

He completed his certifi cation 
at Chemeketa and went to work 
as a part-time medic. He offi  cially 
switched jobs on Dec. 14.

By contrast, Moehlmann, 27, 
knew he was going into the fi re ser-
vice. 

Moehlmann, who began work-
ing here on Dec. 10, grew up in Wil-
lamina and graduated from high 
school there in 2007. He began 
volunteering at West Valley Fire in 
Willamina in 2004.

“I knew exactly what I wanted,” 
Moehlmann said. A friend’s father 
was training offi  cer at West Valley 
Fire, and his friend urged him to 
check out the cadet program there. 

He became a resident volun-
teer after high school, and imme-
diately started working on his pre-
requisites at Chemeketa, where he 
completed his intermediate EMT 
certifi cation.

He fi nished his paramedic cer-
tifi cation at the College of Emer-
gency Services in Milwaukie. 

Moehlmann went to work for 
Pacifi c West Ambulance in 2011 

while continuing his studies. He 
worked part-time at Pacifi c West 
and in Waldport for about a year, 
and he has been a volunteer in 
Waldport.

Attracting him to the busi-
ness was “the adrenaline rush and 
the ability to help people in need,” 
Moehlmann said. 

“It was just cool,” Weld said. “It 
interested me. I saw a lot of excite-
ment in this career fi eld.”

He enjoyed hearing all of his 
father’s stories, he said. “It’s never 
boring.”

And the fi re service is a family, 
both said. 

Fire Chief Dave Barringer said 
that Moehlmann specifi cally want-
ed to work in Sweet Home. 

“He specifi cally wanted to be 
here. He showed that intensely pre-
paring for his test.”

“Th is area off ers a lot for my-
self and my fi ance that we like to do 
outside of work,” Moehlmann said. 
“Th is is really an ideal spot for both 
of us. I had a blast working here be-
fore.”

Moehlmann lives in Waldport 
but plans to move to the area. His 
fi ance, Hannah Buleza, recently 
graduated from Oregon State Uni-
versity with a bachelor of science 
degree in fi sheries and wildlife. She 
plans to go into stream restoration. 

“I’ve only experienced Sweet 
Home,” Weld said. “It’s honestly 
all I’d like to experience. I’d love to 
fi nish my career out here. I’d like to 
raise a family here.

“I can recognize something 
that’s good when I have it.”

Moehlmann brings experience 
as a fi refi ghter and medic, and he 
fi nished fi rst in testing, Barringer 
said. “Everybody enjoyed meeting 
him, getting to know him. He’s a 
good guy, and a really solid indi-
vidual.”

Weld is a good addition too, 
Barringer said, and Sweet Home 
fi refi ghters have gotten to see him 
at work. 

“In the period of time that 
J.T.’s been here, he’s gotten a lot of 
experience and knowledge,” Barrin-
ger said. “He’s been on a constant 
plane of improvement. He’s a good 
fi refi ghter.”

He’s energetic and always 
among the fi rst to get “to say, ‘Hey, 
can I do that? Can I get that?’” Bar-
ringer said. 

Th e department had 10 appli-
cants he said. Nine completed the 
test and were quality applicants, he 
said. 

“I was stoked,” Barringer said. 
After the grant funds run out, 

he said, the district is hoping to 
keep them on staff . Th at will de-
pend on diff erent factors, like the 
GMT Bill. Th e GMT bill was ap-
proved by the legislature and is in 
the implementation phase. 

Th e new rules will increase 
ambulance reimbursements from 
Medicare and Medicaid, Barringer 

said. Right now, the amount is im-
pact is unknown. Currently, they 
are reimbursed at 27 to 35 percent 
of the bill. 

While the district doesn’t have 

all of its tax revenue in yet, Barrin-
ger said, it’s more than expected 
and budgeted. 

As property values increase, it 
may provide additional revenue the 

A blast at the Liberty Rock 
Products quarry on Berlin Road, 
across from Skyline Drive, pro-
duced a shock felt by local residents 
– and seismographs. 

It registered as a 2.0 earth-
quake on the U.S. Geological Ser-
vice’s earthquake reporting site, 
centered 4 kilometers (2½ miles) 
north-northeast of Sweet Home. 

Various other sites reported 
the shock up to 2.9 on the Richter 
scale. 

Liberty Rock Products, which 
operates the quarry, occasionally 
blasts the rocky hillside for its op-
erations. Roger Emmert, of Lib-
erty Rock Products, said it was the 
company’s second explosion at the 
quarry this year. 

Th e shaking prompted calls 
to the newspaper by neighbors, 
who said the jolt was intense, and 
prompted a response from a Linn 
County Sheriff ’s deputy, according 
to neighbor Wayne Hadlund. 

district can use to continue paying 
for the new positions.

Blast at quarry shakes neighborhood

Photo by Sean C. Morgan
FIREFIGHTERS Scott Moehlmann, left, and J.T. Weld are new to the Sweet Home Fire and Ambulance District. 
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Local schools celebrate Christmas

 Photo by Sean C. Morgan
Sweet Home High School Symphonic Choir members perform “Bethlehem” by Via Olatunji and Wendell Wahlum during their 
Christmas concert held Dec. 19.  At left and below, students sing during Hawthorne’s Christmas concert on Dec. 20. Photo by Scott Swanson

 Photo by Audrey Caro
Santa makes an appearance at the Sweet Home Charter School’s Christmas cel-
ebration Dec. 15. 

Photo by Scott Swanson
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Local schools celebrate Christmas

Photo courtesy of Tammy Nightingale
OAK HEIGHTS second-graders visit Wiley Creek Residents, where they performed 
Christmas carols on Dec. 8. 

Photo by Scott Swanson
Glenn Looney plays the piano while Cheryl Funk prepares to lead the singing for Foster School students and parents during Foster School’s Christmas Sing-a-Long on Dec. 22

Hawthorne fi rst-graders perform on Dec. 20. 

Photo by Sean C. Morgan
Kindergarteners open Holley School’s Christmas program Thursday evening. A reading of “The Grinch Who Stole Christmas” 
divided performances. 

Foster kindergarteners perform “Snow Boots.”

Photo by Scott Swanson
Foster teachers perform a special rendition of ”The 12 Days of Christmas.”  To see more photos from the Christmas events put 
on by area schools, visit sweethomenews.com. 

Where are your dollars going?
Money spent in Sweet Home helps Sweet Home Prosper!

SHOP LOCAL

Where are your dollars going?
Money spent in Sweet Home helps Sweet Home Prosper!

SHOP LOCAL
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By Sean C. Morgan
Of � e New Era

Sweet Home Fire and Ambu-
lance District Battalion Chief Guy 
Smith worked his last day as a fi re-
fi ghter and medic Friday, Dec. 22. 

Th e department held a farewell 
reception Th ursday to celebrate 
his 30-year career, all of it here in 
Sweet Home. 

“We have the best job in the 
world,” said Fire Chief Dave Barrin-
ger. “We have the opportunity and 
responsibility to serve people in a 
time of need and make a diff erence 
in handling their problems.”

He outlined the sacrifi ces fi re-
fi ghters and their families make, 
with interruptions to their lives, 
sleepless nights, stressful situa-
tions, injuries, physical and emo-
tional fatigue and more. 

“I am humbled by knowing 
what these people put themselves 
through to accomplish the task,” 
Barringer said. “Guy, you have been 
an example to all of us, and you 
have accomplished your task.”

Smith has faced many chal-
lenges and unfamiliar situations 
for nearly 31 years, Barringer said. 

“I have seen you serve with 
honor, pride, perseverance, com-
passion, consistency and enthusi-
asm. I have learned from watching 
you that personal discipline and 
self-motivation are powerful char-
acteristics that you possess.”

Smith shows up to work with 
his workout clothes on, with no res-
ervations, Barringer said. “You let 
your shift know they are expected 
to work out. Th ey all comply, from 
fear at fi rst, and then many of them 
began to enjoy the teamwork and 
camaraderie this creates.”

Battalion Chief Eli Harris said 

it promotes training too. Smith 
wouldn’t expect anyone to work 
out if they were training, so he of-
ten worked his shift in turnouts, 
training. 

“Your shift works as a team 
because you set the tone and com-
municate your expectations,” Bar-
ringer said. “I have enjoyed watch-
ing you take new fi refi ghters under 
your wing and get them headed 
in the right direction. Th ere is no 
doubt you love what you do. It is 
evident in your actions and accom-
plishments.”

Smith has been Employee of 
the Year twice and Firefi ghter of the 
Year three times, Barringer noted. 
He won the Pride and Ownership 
award, medic of the year, the medal 
of valor and the distinguished con-
duct award to name a few. 

“Guy, you are the one we all go 
to when something is missing or 
there is a problem with the station 
or we need historical information 
how things were built,” Barringer 
said. “Your knowledge, skill and 
leadership will be greatly missed.

“I thank you for your eff orts 
and most of all your friendship. 
Th ank you to all of the Smith family 
for sharing Guy with us. You have 
sacrifi ced time you could have had 
with him so our community could 
benefi t.”

Smith, 52, lived in Sweet Home 
until junior high. He and his family 
moved to Nebraska ,where he at-
tended high school. After gradua-
tion, he returned to Sweet Home

“I had family, brothers and 
sisters, here still,” Smith said. He 
started out working for the Stock 
family at Clear Lumber and then 
drove truck for Bob Pickett. 

He joined the Sweet Home Fire 

Department in 1987 as a volunteer 
when his foreman, a volunteer, 
“more or less coerced me into be-
coming a volunteer,” Smith said. As 
soon as he started, he knew it was 
what he wanted to do with his life. 

Every day promised something 
diff erent, Smith said, and he would 
be able to help people in the worst 
moments of their lives. Later on, he 
enjoyed the brotherhood and cama-
raderie of the department. 

He started attending school 
at night to earn his EMT and para-
medic certifi cations. Th e depart-
ment hired him full time in 1990. 

“I’ve been here since,” Smith 
said. Quite a few of his colleagues, 
including Barringer, over the years 
left and returned. 

“I’m the one that never left.”
He looked elsewhere at times, 

Smith said, but he really wasn’t in-
terested. 

“I think maybe it fi t my per-
sonality better,” Smith said. “We do 
everything here.”

Other places, jobs are more 
specialized, he said. A fi refi ghter 
might spend all his time on hazmat. 
In Sweet Home, Smith said, he’s 
been able to do swift-water and 
steep-terrain rescues and much 
more. Th e job requires more ver-
satility, “something diff erent every 
day. Every day, you think you’ve 
seen it all, and something else hap-
pens.”

After 30 years, Sweet Home fi refi ghter Guy Smith calls it quits

He’ll miss the brotherhood 
the most as he retires, Smith said. 
“It’s something knowing you have a 
group of people you can trust your 
life to and know they have your 
back.”

In this business, he said, it’s a 
second family. Th ey spend a third 
of their lives with each other, and 
they’re friends outside of work, 
fi shing and hunting together.

After retirement, Smith plans 
to look for some other work to sup-
plement his income, he said, but he 
has another job fi rst. 

“My son is building a house,” 
he said. “So I’m going to be doing 

that for my fi rst project.”
He hasn’t decided whether he 

will return to the department as a 
volunteer, he said. Th at will depend 
on what kind of work he’s doing af-
ter he fi nishes his son’s house. 

Smith said he’s thought a lot 
about the department’s future 
when he retires, and he thinks it 
looks good. 

It’s headed in the right direc-
tion, and it’s in good hands, he said. 

Smith is married to Darlaine. 
Th ey have two sons, Travis and 
Brent, and fi ve grandchildren, with 
a sixth due in June. 

Photos by Sean C. Morgan
BATTALION CHIEF GUY SMITH shares a laugh with Sweet Home Fire and Ambulance District Chaplain Pete Taraski during a 
retirement celebration Thursday evening. 

PHOTOS and awards decorate tables around the Fire Hall during Thursday’s retire-
ment celebration for Battalion Chief Guy Smith.
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Transportation
Dial-A-Bus – The Sweet Home Dial-a-Bus is a curb-to-curb 
transportation system within the Sweet Home area within the 
School District #55, from Crawfordsville to Cascadia and as far 
west as Santiam Terrace. Rides are $1 within a five-mile radius 
of our office at the Sweet Home Senior Center. Over five miles, 
the charge is $2. Ten ride tickets are available for $10. Caretak-
ers riding with a passenger ride at no charge. Call 24 hours in 
advance to schedule a ride at (541) 367-4775.
Linn Shuttle – The Linn Shuttle operates on a scheduled 
route, traveling from Sweet Home with stops in Lebanon and 
Albany. It leaves six times a day, Monday through Friday, from 
the Sweet Home Senior Center  880 18th Ave. Any requests for 
route deviations must be cleared through the Transportation 
Director. Rides are $1 each way. Through an agreement between 
Linn-Benton Community College and Linn Shuttle, LBCC stu-
dents ride free of charge upon showing their current ID card. 
Multi-Ride tickets are available from the bus driver and at the 
office. The mission of the Linn Shuttle is to provide a safe trans-
portation service that supports the economic, social, transpor-
tation and environmental needs of the community it serves.

Lunch at the Community Center
Bring a Friend!  All Welcome.

         Serving 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
$4 for in-house members, 

$4.50 for in-house non-members
$5 for take-out (ticket must be purchased at table)

January  Menu
Jan. 3 – Happy New Year – and National Spaghetti 

Day! Spaghetti, salad, garlic bread and dessert.

Jan. 10 – Pot roast, potatoes and carrots, salad, bis-
cuits and dessert.

Jan. 17 – Shepherd’s pie, salad, biscuit and dessert.

Jan. 24 – Rustic chicken and gravy, rice, veggies and 
dessert. 

Jan. 31 – Pork loin, baked potato, veggies and dessert.

Sweet Home 
Community Center

880 18th Ave 
(541) 367-4775

Senior Activity Center 
Hours:

Monday-Friday, 
8 a.m.- 4 p.m.

 Senior Center 
Board of Directors

Hank Berg, President
Jennifer Behrens, Vice President

 Pam Barbee, Secretary
Sally Pelham, Treasurer

Peggy Austin,  
Parliamentarian

Danny Bidwell, Director
Mikie Bolen, Director 
Edie Fields, Director

Darlene Enos, Director 
Patricia Tungett, Director  

Bob Weidner, Director
Ken Bronson, Executive Director 

n Happy New Year!

n Quilt Winner: Congrat-
ulations to Pam Edwards of Al-
bany! Pam’s ticket for this year’s 
quilt was drawn at our Christ-
mas gathering. 

n New Board Members: 
The Senior Center welcomes 
three new board members: 
Peggy Austin as Parliamentar-
ian, replacing Glenda Hopkins;  
Darlene Enos, replacing Helen 
Mayer;  and Edie Fields, replac-
ing Sandy Poto, for director po-
sitions.

n Watercolor Greeting 
Card Class – Thursday, Jan. 18:  
Join us as Karen Tevis teaches 
us how to make simple greeting 
cards using watercolors.  Cost is 
$2.00.

n Oregon State Capital  
Trip  – Jan. 16: There have 
been a number of requests to 
tour the state capital, so we’ve 
got it scheduled! 

We will be having lunch at 
Pietro’s Pizza Parlor before our 
afternoon tour. Cost is $7.00, 
plus the cost of your lunch.

n Yamasa Soy Sauce 
Brewery Trip – Jan. 26:  Back 
by popular demand! We will tour 
the Yamasa brewery in Salem 
and enjoy a Chinese lunch af-
terward. This trip will be limited 
to 19 people. Stop by and sign 
up. The signup sheet will be put 
out Jan 10. Oftentimes there 
are some cancellations, so if the 
list is full, sign up on a stand-by 
basis. If you have done this tour 
previously, please allow time for 
others to sign up first.

n Free Senior Legal 
Advice: Local attorney Sta-
cey Mealer will be at the Senior 
Center on Wednesday, Jan. 8, 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., providing 
free consultations to seniors.  

Areas of focus include wills, 
trusts and estate plans, powers 
of attorney, advice directives, 
probates, small estates and 
trust administration, long-term 
care planning, and Medicaid 
and asset planning.  

Make your appointment at 
the Senior Center’s front desk. 

Sweet Home Senior Center News and Activities
Stacey will next be at the center 
on Feb. 7.  

n SALT – Seniors And 
Law Enforcement Together: 
SALT meets at the Center on the 
first Thursday of each month 
at 10 a.m., which will be Jan. 
4 this time around. Join us to 
have your questions answered 
and bring your concerns about 
things happening in your com-
munity. 

n Foot/Nail Care is now 
available by appointment. Linda 
Wooten, licensed nail technician 
from Beauty 101, will meet you 
at the Senior Center on Wednes-
days. Stop by the Center and talk 
to Sandi about setting up your 
appointment.

n Knit, Crochet, and 
Stitch Away! –  Mondays, 10 
a.m. to noon: Bring your own 
handwork and join the fun! All 
levels of experience welcome – 
beginners to experts! Or come 
and learn a new stitch or pattern.

n Jolly Stitchers: The 

Jolly Stitchers is an indepen-
dent quilting group that meets 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays each 
week here at the Senior Center 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

They are looking for new 
quilters. If you have never quilt-
ed, but would like to learn, this 
is your opportunity. They have 
‘practice’ pieces just for that pur-
pose. This is an art that our quil-
ters would love to share. 

n Writing Group: “The 
Write Stuff” meets from 10 a.m.  
to noon on Fridays. 

Anyone with an interest in 
sharing stories through writ-
ing is invited to join us. This is 
a group of people encouraging 
each other to write about the 
memories we hold and enjoy the 
stories others share.  

A book is located on the 
table in the lobby for people to 
enjoy the stories. 

Participation cost of $1 
each Friday.

n Cribbage Group: Fri-

days at the Senior Center at 
1pm, we are getting together to 
play the fun game of Cribbage.  
Everyone is welcome.  Participa-
tion cost of $1 each Friday.

n Computers with In-
ternet access: Seniors are 
welcome to take advantage of 
Internet access in our computer 
room during lobby hours, 8 to 4 
p.m., with the purchase of a Se-
nior Center membership of $12 
a year.

n Exercise: Everyone is 
welcome to join our group of 
seniors who meet at the center 

three mornings a week at 8:30 
a.m. to participate in some light 
exercise and stretches.

Those participating look 
forward to that scheduled time 
set aside to do something good 
for themselves – taking care of 
their body, mind, and soul.  It’s 
a great time to think clearly, 
breathe deeply or just relax 
mentally.  It is important to re-
member that exercise increases 
our mental acuity!  We hope to 
see you at the center on Mon-
day, Wednesday & Friday morn-
ings. Participation cost of $1.
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Sarah
Redfern

Nursing
Notes

Sarah Redfern, RN, is clini-
cal services director at Samaritan 
Wiley Creek Community in Sweet 
Home.

Winter is truly upon us. Th e 
days are shorter and darker, and 
it is cold and wet outside, so let’s 
talk about fi ve health issues that 
are common during this time of 
year.

1. Colds, Sore Th roats 
and the Flu Virus:  Th ese hit 
people more in the winter due 
to everyone being inside most of 
the time. So be sure to keep your 

immune system strong by eat-
ing healthy and drinking plenty 
of fl uids. Exercise when you can. 
Keep your home clean and wipe 
down surfaces you frequently 
touch. Most of all, wash your 
hands often.

2. Dry Skin: Due to low hu-
midity and cold weather, your 
skin gets dry and itchy, which 
can lead to discomfort and crack-

ing, opening the skin up to infec-
tion. Heating systems can also 
take moisture out of the air and 
dry the skin. Combat this by us-
ing hypoallergenic lotions with-
out perfumes twice a day and 
always after showering.

3. Painful Joints: Many 
people with arthritis complain 
of joint pain when it rains or it’s 
cold out. No medical evidence 
explains this, but it’s quite com-
mon. Th e best way to fi ght this 
is keep moving. Do non-weight-

bearing exercises that move the 
joints. Chair exercises or swim-
ming are great options. 

4. Depression: When it gets 
dark so early and it rains much 
of the time, it is easy to stay in 
alone and get depressed. Th e 
best way to counteract this is to 
call a friend, go out for lunch or 
work on a hobby you enjoy. Re-
main social and keep your mind 
working. Some people also use 
artifi cial UV lighting with good 
results.

5. Heart attacks: Th e risk 
of heart attacks goes up during 
cold weather. Th is is believed to 
be due to the cold weather rais-
ing the blood pressure and put-
ting more stress on the heart as 
it works harder to keep us warm. 
Th e best way to avoid this is to 
keep your home warm at 70 
degrees. Bundle up when you 
have to go outside. Use  hats and 
scarves with your heavy coats.

 Th is all makes winter sound 
bad, but if you ask me, it is a time 
when you can slow down, enjoy 
family time and do indoor proj-
ects and activities. 

Stay warm and healthy. 

Variety of health issues can pose threat during winter season

Wilcox said she met Magno-
lia, a deejay on Tuesday Blues Day 
with KLOO radio in Corvallis, in 
2007.

“I had a 1977 Olds Cutlass I 
was driving, and I wanted to get 
rid of it,” she said. She was listen-
ing to Magnolia’s program and 
heard him tell how he went to New 
York to pick up three Oldsmobiles. 
She called the station and left him 
a message. 

He didn’t buy her car because 
it didn’t have a 350 in it, but they 
met. 

She encountered him again 
after buying a guitar and visiting 
his music store in Albany. Her sis-
ter was learning to play harmoni-
ca, and Wilcox needed her guitar 
restrung. 

“He now says I chased him 
until he caught me,” Wilcox said. 
Th ey’ve been together since 2009.  

Wilcox said her volunteerism 
really took off  after a stint at the 
Assurant Call Center in Albany 
for about three years, she said. “A 
medical issue reared up. I didn’t 
recover from it.”

She went to school but was 
unable to fi nish, due to her medi-
cal issues, she said. “I saw the ad in 
Th e New Era for Citizens Academy. 
I knew Gina through Tim (Riley, a 
drummer and Gina’s husband). 

“I thought, ‘I know somebody 
there – I’ll take it.’ It just shows 
the policing and procedures of the 
Police Department. We have offi  -
cers come in and speak about what 
they do.”

She went on to take the Sher-
iff ’s Offi  ce’s Citizens Academy as 
well. 

Graduates of the Citizens 
Academy may be qualifi ed to vol-
unteer at the department, and 
since SHPD started providing citi-
zens academies, it has developed a 
base of about 20 volunteers. 

Magnolia and Wilcox were 
among the earliest. 

In addition to her work with 
the police, Wilcox has been a city 
planning commissioner for more 
than three years, serving a year as 

chairwoman. 
Wilcox and Magnolia served 

as volunteer stagehands for two 
years with the Oregon Jamboree. 

She’s also involved in disas-
ter preparedness and developed a 
related interest in ham radio, get-
ting involved with the Amateur 
Radio Emergency Service (ARES) 
Amateur Radio Relay League in 
Albany. 

Th e group is set up to assist 
local emergency responders in the 
event of a disaster. It holds regular 
events to simulate and train for 
disasters. 

She saw the group at the Vet-
erans Day parade one year, Wil-
cox said. It took her a year to fi nd 
them. 

“I’ve always wanted to do 
emergency preparedness,” she 
said. “Because we live below two 
days.”

She asked a local offi  cial one 
day whether Sweet Home had a 
plan, and the city put her on its 
Hazard Mitigation Committee. 

From there, she was soon 
involved with an emergency pre-
paredness committee that in-
cludes local fi re and police chiefs, 

public offi  cials and citizens, who 
meet at the fi rst of each month. 
She recently started training with 
the Linn County Citizens Emer-
gency Response Team. 

Wilcox is initiating a ham ra-
dio ARES group in Sweet Home 
next month, with classes begin-
ning 7 p.m. Jan. 17 at Sweet Home 
Police Department, 1950 Main St. 
Call her at (541) 401-0188 for 
more information. 

Outside of law enforcement 
and emergency preparedness, 
Wilcox is interested in economic 
development in Sweet Home. To 
that end, she has started working 
on a tourism video dedicated to 
showing “who we are” and “what 
we off er” in Sweet Home. 

She is working with Jeff  Sil-
verman, who has done similar 
videos for Albany, Lebanon, Salem 
and

Tillamook. She is seeking 
funding and applying for grants to 
help pay for it. 

Wilcox has two daughters, 
Maria Iberson and Kellie Pitts. 
She has two grandchildren, Malaki 
Easling, 14, and Hudson Pitts, 18 
months. 

for “A penny saved is a penny 
earned.”

In the East Linn locality pen-
nies often were hard to come by. 
Roy Elliott, author of the 1971 
book about Sweet Home, “Pro-
fi les in Progress,” lived with his 
widowed grandmother, his uncle 
John Menniece, and his half-un-
cle by his grandmother’s second 
husband. 

When it comes to looking at 
the photos of children from vari-
ous schools throughout this area 
now among the objects displayed, 
many youngsters are barefooted, 
although their clothing suggests 
it is not a warm day. 

Roy Elliott was among those 
walking a mile to school barefoot-
ed through snow along with the 
half uncle, Frank Donaca, about 
his own age. His loving and com-
passionate grandmother treated 
the two boys’ cracked feet with 
a balm she made from the buds 
of the black cottonwood tree, al-
though the callouses built up on 
the soles of their feet gave some 
protection.

As he recalled, the school 
children would play a game of tag 
they called Dogs and Deer. Th e 
deer ran, the dogs chased them 
down. When all deer were caught, 
the deer became dogs and the 
dogs, deer. 

Th e game proved so divert-
ing, the school teacher would 
sometimes have to track children 
down to call them in from recess. 

Th is game underscores one 
reason why there are fewer traces 
of childhood at the museum than 
might be thought of. You can’t 
put a child’s imaginings in a box 
and display them. 

A stick seen one minute as a 
horse, the next as a rifl e, will be 
just a stick in the museum. By 
the same token, a square of cloth 
with a wadded bundle of fabric 
tied in the middle will never have 
the features or cuddle ability a 

young girl could see in her “baby.”
Since childhood is an appren-

ticeship for adulthood, at least as 
judged by adults, manipulation 
of children’s imaginations will 
be around as with a toy cast iron 
stove and a scaled-down sad iron 
and its trivet among the toys. 

Amazingly, the stove still has 
its lids, too easily lost. Th e Sears, 
Roebuck catalog on 1897 points 
the way for a little girl though, 
featuring a toy sweeper, a toy 
broom and, yes, a toy fl at iron. 
She could follow in mamma’s 
footsteps.

Two oddities exist close to 
each other, a large boudoir doll 
among the toys, and over in the 
China and glassware department, 
a prone fi gure of Mickey Mouse. 
Th ese pique the curiosity because 
boudoir dolls were something 
ladies put on their made beds 
among the pillows around the 
1940s and this one sports the 
extreme make up and bust line 
of a movie star with Bette Davis 
lips, over-whelming mascara, and 
painted red fi nger nails.

Th e Mickey Mouse refl ects 
the encroachment of the larger 
world on the pastoral days of ru-
ral life and on children’s imagi-
nations. Garbed as he was in 
Disney’s fi rst longer animated 
fi lm, “Steamboat Willie,” starring 
Mickey, this scared little fi gurine 
lies near a Made-in-Japan child’s 
tea set with its missing pieces. 

Mickey, too, is missing part 
of a foot. He looks as if he has 
been buried and dug up again, 
like the memories of childhood 
found while searching for its trac-
es at the East Linn Museum.

Some people say of the mu-
seum, “I don’t want to go there. 
Everything is just dead.” 

But like a child’s imagina-
tion turning sticks and mud and 
stones into a castle, the curios-
ity and imagination we bring to 
what we see restores some of the 
past to life. Traces of childhood 
at the East Linn Museum surely 
abet the process.

File Photo
EDIE WILCOX, with Ken Saunders, talks about ham radios and how they may be 
used in response to disasters during a drill in April.
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All access to Terwilliger (also 
known as Cougar) Hot Springs is 
completely blocked by a large land-
slide that occurred overnight Dec. 
19-20.  

An unstable slope above Forest 
Road 19 (Aufderheide Drive) failed 
and the entire road is blocked and 
impassable.  Th e landslide deposit 
is over 30 feet high and consists of 
large boulders and loose dirt and 
mud. 

Forest Road 19 (Aufderheide 
Drive) is closed from both the north 
and south sides at this time. Th is 
emergency closure will be in place 
indefi nitely until geologists and en-
gineers can stabilize the hill above 
the road and re-open the roadway.

Th is section of road has been 
subject to repeated landslides over 
the years and acting District Ranger 
Shane Kamrath warns visitors that 
“Th e road has been closed for your 
safety, please respect that this land-
slide may continue to bring boul-
ders, rocks and mud down on the 
road. Th ere is no way into the hot 
springs area at this time.” 

For visitors still seeking warm 
waters on a winter day, there are 
privately owned hot springs along 
Highway 126, as well as the smaller 
McCredie Hot Springs  located on 
Highway 58.

For more information, check 
Facebook or Twitter or call the 
McKenzie River Ranger District at 
(541) 822-3381 with any questions.

*  *  *  *  *
Oregon Department of Fish 

and Wildlife is urging people to 
keep their bird feeders clean and 
free of bacteria so wild birds stay 
healthy this winter.

Calls to ODFW from Oregon 
bird lovers seeing dead birds in 
their yard and around their feeders 
are increasing with colder weather. 
Testing by the Oregon Veterinary 
Diagnostic Laboratory identifi ed 
the cause of one recent bird die-off  
at a feeder in Corvallis as a bacterial 
infection from salmonella.

Salmonella, E. coli and other 
bacteria along with viruses, para-
sites and fungal diseases can be 
passed by congregating birds at 
feeders that don’t get cleaned regu-
larly. 

When the weather turns cold, 
the energy demands on birds and 
other wildlife increase dramatically 
so a high energy seed meal at a bird 
feeder will bring in birds and con-
gregate them, increasing the chance 

of disease transmission.
Pine siskins, nuthatches, 

chickadees and other seed-eating 
backyard birds are some of the most 
common species aff ected by these 
diseases. Th e birds get infected at 
the feeders and pass the infection 
on when they come into contact 
with feeder surfaces, perches or 
visit multiple feeders.

“We ask those Oregonians 
who enjoy seeing birds and feeding 
them in winter to provide a clean 
and healthy environment for their 
feathered visitors,” said Dr. Colin 
Gillin, ODFW State Wildlife Vet-
erinarian. “When you feed birds, 
be sure to start with clean feeders 
and to disinfect feeders periodi-
cally. Th is way, Oregon’s wildlife will 
stay healthy and both birds and bird 
watchers will benefi t.”

Avoid problems at bird feeders 
by:

n Providing fresh seed pur-
chased recently.

n Using feeders made from 
non-porous material like plastic, 
ceramic, and metal. Th ese are less 
likely than wood to harbor bacteria 
and other diseases.

n Cleaning feeders, water con-
tainers and bird baths monthly by 
rinsing with soapy water and then 
dunking the feeder in a solution of 
one third cup of chlorine bleach per 
one gallon of water.

n Cleaning up old seed hulls 
and waste below the feeders by rak-
ing, shoveling, or sweeping material 
and discarding in the trash.

n Spreading your feeding over 
several areas or feeders as not to 
congregate birds in one place.

n Cleaning feeders more often 
(weekly) if you have large numbers 
of birds at your feeders.

n Visiting with your neighbors 
who also feed birds and sharing this 
information.

n Contacting ODFW (866-
968-2600/ email Wildlife.Health@
state.or.us) or your local Wildlife 
Rehabilitator if you see sick birds.

n Discontinuing feeding for 
several weeks to a month if there 
are bird deaths at your feeder.

*  *  *  *  *
Here are some changes an-

nounced by ODFW for 2018: 
n Big Game Hunting: New 

in the 2018 regulations, signifi cant 
changes are in yellow highlighted 
text not red text, consistent with 
fi shing regulations.

Th e only major regulatory 

changes for hunters are the ex-
tension of the age limit for the 
Mentored Youth Hunt Program to 
include 14 and 15 year-olds (goes 
into eff ect January 1, 2018), and a 
removal of the cap on non-resident 
fall bear tags.

Hunters will notice some 
changes in the regulations as staff  
have been working to make the 
document easier to follow and un-
derstand. 

New this year, each species fol-
lows the same standard format and 
organization; there are more maps 
and tables and less text; and all 
regulations for Youth, Veterans and 
Landowners are in one place on new 
pages.

Th e changes are part of a multi-
year eff ort to simplify Oregon’s Big 
Game Hunting Regulations. 

“Hunting regulations are very 
important for the conservation of 
species and safe/ethical hunting 
practices, and we want to make it 
as easy as possible for hunters to 
understand them,” said Nick Myatt, 
ODFW Grande Ronde Watershed 
manager. “We are in the process of 
revisiting our regulations to sim-
plify overly complicated regulations 
and eliminate unnecessary ones. 
Hunters will see additional changes 
in coming years ahead.”

n Fishing:  New in the 2018 
regulations, fi ve rods or lines are al-
lowed when ice-fi shing for anglers 
with a two-rod validation. Other 
changes are noted in yellow high-
light throughout the regulations. 

(Note that two rods are only al-
lowed when fi shing in lakes, ponds 
and reservoirs, though the two-rod 
validation may be extended to some 
rivers and streams in 2018 if condi-
tions allow.)

Fishing regulations have also 
been reorganized for clarity. New 
this year, rule exceptions are consis-
tently organized and listed from the 
mouth to the headwaters, with each 
reach break identifi ed, so anglers 
can better understand the regula-
tions for each section of the river 
they are fi shing.

Free Fishing Days for 2018: 
Under statute set by the Oregon 
State Legislature, ODFW can off er 
eight days of free fi shing each year. 
Th e 2018 days are scheduled for 
Feb. 17-18 (Presidents’ Day Week-
end), June 2-3, Sept. 1-2 (Saturday 
and Sunday of Labor Day Weekend) 
and Nov. 23-24 (the two days after 
Th anksgiving). 

n  Fees increase for 2018: 
Fees for some hunting and fi shing 
documents will increase for 2018, 
as approved by the Oregon State 
Legislature when it passed ODFW’s 
2015-17 budget. 

Typically, ODFW raises fees 
once every six years but during 
this six-year cycle, fee increases are 
staggered with a more modest fee 
increase every two years. 

Landslide blocks access to Cougar Hot Springs indefi nitely
For 2018, a hunting license 

will increase by $1.50 to $33.50, an 
annual fi shing license will increase 
by $3 to $41 and a combination li-
cense will increase by $4 to $69. Th e 
cost of juvenile licenses will stay 
the same as part of eff orts to make 
hunting and fi shing aff ordable for 
young people and their families. 

For a full list of the new fees 
visit https://MyODFW.com.
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REAL ESTATE

Following are Sweet Home and 
Lebanon-area real estate transac-
tions recorded with the county dur-
ing November 2017. Th ese are not 
properties for sale, and some trans-
actions may represent a change of 
ownership within a family or cor-
poration. Properties are listed by 
address, property/residence size 
and purchase price. Also, some 
properties may bnot be listed due 
to incomplete information in coun-
ty records. 

n 827 Mazama Ave., Lebanon; 
additional details not listed; 0.17 
acres; $143,500.

n 29956 Canyon View Drive, 
Lebanon; additional details not 
listed; 2.53 acres; $477,500.

n 336 Airport Road, Lebanon; 
additional details not listed; 0.67 
acres; $63,500.

n 160 Main St., Sweet Home; 
additional details not listed; 0.37 
acres; $239,000.

n 1248 4th Ave., Sweet Home; 
additional details not listed; 0.39 
acres; $170,000.

n 195 Sturtevant Road, Leba-
non; additional details not listed; 
0.32 acres; $182,000.

n 3306 Columbine St., Leba-
non; additional details not listed; 
0.16 acres; $177,400.

n 2485 Stoltz Hill Road, Leba-
non; additional details not listed; 
0.36 acres; $258,000.

n 540 4th Ave., Sweet Home; 

additional details not listed; 0.13 
acres; $158,000.

n 34948 Richardson Gap 
Road, Lebanon; farmland; 12.00 
acres; $300,000.

n 855 8th Ave., Sweet Home; 
additional details not listed; 0.29 
acres; $351,290.

n 61 H St., Lebanon; addi-
tional details not listed; 0.19 acres; 
$219,900.

n 1183 27th Ave., Sweet 
Home; additional details not listed; 
0.25 acres; $163,000.

n 547 50th Ave., Sweet Home; 
additional details not listed; 4.07 
acres; $247,000.

n 527 Ash St., Lebanon; addi-
tional details not listed; 0.17 acres; 
$194,500.

n 26700 Old Holley Road, 
Sweet Home; 924 sq. ft., two-bath 
residence built in 1976; 5.05 acres; 
$193,500.

n 1051 Mazama Ave., Leba-
non; additional details not listed; 
0.17 acres; $215,000.

n 2406 Robbins Way, Leba-
non; additional details not listed;  
0.15 acres; $265,000.

n 29838 Santiam Terrace 
Road, Lebanon; manufactured 
structure, additional details not 
listed; 4.72 acres; $255,000.

n 790 15th St., Lebanon; addi-
tional details not listed; 0.21 acres; 
$200,000.

n 2245 5th St., Lebanon; addi-

tional details not listed; 0.23 acres; 
$242,000.

n 124 2nd St., Lebanon; addi-
tional details not listed; 0.26 acres; 
$235,000.

n 2080 Ames Creek Road, 
Sweet Home; additional details not 
listed; 2.02 acres; $375,000.

n 31054 Santiam Hwy., Leba-
non; additional details not listed; 
0.97 acres; $123,000.

n 311 Jadon Drive, Lebanon; 
additional details not listed; 0.14 
acres; $243,000.

n 332 Tangent St., Lebanon; 
additional details not listed; 0.21 
acres; $190,000.

n 415 Lydia Lane, Lebanon; 
additional details not listed; 0.17 
acres; $245,000.

n 2943 7th Place, Lebanon; 
additional details not listed; 0.17 
acres; $206,000.

n 37949 Ridgetop Drive, Leb-
anon; forestland, additional details 
not listed; 5.17 acres; $372,000.

n 1111 Walker Road, Leba-
non; additional details not listed; 
0.14 acres; $192,200.

n 6011 Hwy 20, Sweet Home; 
industrial land, additional details 
not listed; $675,179.

n 42875 Island Inn Drive, Leb-
anon; additional details not listed; 
14.05 acres; $476,000.

n 39690 Almen Drive, Leba-
non; farmland, additional details 
not listed; 7.00 acres; $305,000.

n 803 Kirk Ave., Brownsville; 
additional details not listed; 0.17 
acres; $254,500.

n 34519 Bond Road, Lebanon; 
additional details not listed; 8.80 
acres; $330,000.

n 35488 Richardson Gap 
Road, Lebanon; additional details 
not listed; 5.00 acres; $331,000.

n 34421 Bond Road, Lebanon; 
farmland, additional details not 
listed; 24.44 acres; $619,000.

n 450 Center St., Lebanon; va-
cant county land, additional details 
not listed; 0.45 acres; $10,000.

n 2886 Stoltz Hill Road, Leba-
non; manufactured structure, addi-
tional details not listed; 1.79 acres; 
$223,000.

n 3475 Snow Bird Drive, Leba-
non; additional details not listed; 
0.15 acres; $220,000.

n 39303 Griggs Drive, Leba-
non; farm/forest, additional details 
not listed; 16.66 acres; $320,000.

n 1203 Albatross Court, Sweet 
Home; additional details not listed; 
0.13 acres; $215,800.

n 1901 Long St., Sweet Home; 
additional details not listed; 0.41 
acres; $202,500.

n 1611 Post St., Lebanon; 
additional details not listed; 0.22 
acres; $235,000.

n 481 Isabella St., Lebanon; 
additional details not listed; 0.19 
acres; $244,000.

n 38288 Maple St., Lebanon; 
additional details not listed; 0.60 
acres; $120,500.

n 301 Russell St., Lebanon; 
1476 sq. ft., three-bedroom, one-
bath residence built in 1940; 0.18 
acres; $169,500.

n 28892 Santiam Terrace 
Road, Lebanon; additional details 
not listed; 6.39 acres; $220,000.

n 662 Central Ave., Lebanon; 
additional details not listed; 4.41 
acres; $274,900.

n 375 Main St., Lebanon; ad-
ditional details not listed; 0.21 
acres; $110,000.

n 525 Kearn St., Lebanon; 
additional details not listed; 0.21 
acres; $217,000.

n 520 14th Ave., Sweet Home; 
additional details not listed; 0.11 
acres; $149,900.

n 431 F St., Lebanon; addi-
tional details not listed; 0.19 acres; 
$175,000.

n 341 Boulder Ridge Drive, 
Lebanon; additional details not 
listed; 0.16 acres; 4269,900.

n 40249 Crawfordsville Drive, 
Sweet Home; 3094 sq.ft., four-bed-
room, two-bath residence built in 
1993; 5.00 acres; $175,000.

n 1101 54th Ave., Sweet 
Home; additional details not listed; 
0.71 acres; $186,000.

n 990 Washburn St., Browns-
ville; additional details not listed; 
0.39 acres; $225,000.

n 45700 Santiam Hwy., Fos-
ter; additional details not listed; 
4.59 acres; $260,000.

n 27879 Fern Ridge Road, 
Sweet Home; additional details not 
listed; 4.30 acres; $80,000.

n 3080 10th St., Lebanon; 
additional details not listed; 4.75 
acres; $150,000.

n 855 Wagon Wheel Drive, 
Lebanon; additional details not 
listed; 0.63 acres; $295,000.

n 380 Williams St., Lebanon; 
additional details not listed; 0.12 
acres; $175,000.

n 4907 Mimosa Cir., Sweet 
Home; additional details not listed; 
0.14 acres; $259,900.

n 1068 Turtledove Loop, Leb-
anon; additional details not listed; 
0.26 acres; $231,500.

n 515 Grant St., Lebanon; 
additional details not listed; 0.26 
acres; $255,000.

n 885 Sherman St., Lebanon; 
additional details not listed; 0.24 
acres; $169,000.

n 3574 Juniper St., Sweet 

See Real Estate, Page 19
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Home; additional details not listed; 
0.22 acres; $135,000.

n 4220 Long St., Sweet Home; 
additional details not listed; 0.23 
acres; $164,900.

n 1076 Charlie Ave., Lebanon; 
additional details not listed; 0.16 
acres; $260,000.

n 1340 Sunset Lane, Sweet 
Home; additional details not listed; 
0.60 acres; $252,250.

n 3016 Oak Terrace Drive, Leb-
anon; farmland, additional details 
not listed; 1.06 acres; $135,000.

n 1418 Westwood Lane, Sweet 
Home; additional details not listed; 
0.17 acres; $95,000.

n 29153 Fairview Road, Leba-

non; additional details not listed; 
3.52 acres; $150,000.

n 26716 Fern Ridge Road, 
Sweet Home; additional details not 
listed; 3.00 acres; $249,500.

n 2475 Cedar St., Sweet 
Home; additional details not listed; 
0.60 acres; $80,000.

n 286 Williams St., Lebanon; 
additional details not listed; 0.13 
acres; $130,000.

n 28525 Ridgeway Road, 
Sweet Home; additional details not 
listed; 6.20 acres; $357,000.

n 1365 Franklin St., Lebanon; 
additional details not listed; 0.19 
acres; $173,000.

n 2675 Cascade Drive, Leba-
non; additional details not listed; 
2.20 acres; $286,900.

n 930 E St., Lebanon; addi-

tional details not listed; 0.18 acres; 
$213,000.

n 2020 12th St., Lebanon; 
additional details not listed; 0.32 
acres; $116,000.

n 1255 1st Ave., Sweet Home; 
additional details not listed; 0.34 
acres; $175,000.

n 37617 Elizabeth Drive, 
Lebanon; forestland; 46.10 acres; 
$345,000.

n 40834 Upper Calapooia 
Drive, Sweet Home; additional 
details not listed; 19.47 acres; 
$393,500.

n 445 Wagon Wheel Drive, 
Lebanon; additional details not 
listed; 0.46 acres; $265,000.

n 221 Vaughan Lane, Leba-
non; additional details not listed; 
1.88 acres; $266,750.

Real Estate
From page 18

Tardy
From page 1

Th e Tardy Tank’s doors are 
open for 20 minutes of each pe-
riod, and students who are late but 
did not get swept up may still stop 
by and receive a green slip allowing 
them to go to class. 

When a teacher keeps a stu-
dent after class, that teacher may 
send a message, probably an email 
to the student’s next teacher, ex-
cusing the tardy, Looney said. 
Students who are excused to be 
in the halls wear a green pass on a 
lanyard. 

Each trimester, students are 
allowed up to four unexcused tar-
dies with no consequence, Looney 
said. Once they have fi ve tardies, 
the consequences start. For fi ve 
to 9 unexcused tardies, students 
must serve a 30-minute detention, 
which can be served during lunch. 
For 10 to 14 unexcused tardies, 
students serve 60 minutes of de-
tention. 

For 15 to 20 unexcused tar-
dies, they serve 90 minutes of 
detention, Looney said. At that 
point, the school will usually do 
an intervention. For more than 20 
unexcused tardies, students are re-
ferred to Chris Hiaasen for further 
action. 

Twice a day, a new automated 
system notifi es parents by phone, 
email or text when a student is 
tardy or absent from a class, Loo-
ney said. 

Except for the fi rst month 
among freshmen, the number of 
unexcused tardies all decreased 
dramatically during the fi rst three 
months of the year. 

Th ursday, teachers swept up 
12 tardy students in the fi rst pe-
riod; seven in the second; three 
in the third; 14 in the fourth; and 
none in the fi fth. 

Looney said the fi rst and 
fourth periods are usually the 

n 1840 Grape St., Sweet 
Home; additional details not listed; 
0.13 acres; $152,500.

n 43520 Wiley Creek Drive, 
Sweet Home; additional details not 
listed; 3.17 acres; $280,000.

n 445 Strawberry Loop, Sweet 
Home; additional details not listed; 
0.42 acres; $345,000.

n 130 Osage St., Sweet Home; 
additional details not listed; 0.30 
acres; $191,000.

worst. Th e fourth period follows 
lunch.

He noted that students have 
approximately 192,500 opportuni-
ties to be late to class during a typi-
cal trimester, multiplying roughly 
700 students by 55 days by fi ve pe-
riods. After the sweeps, students 
are late to about 1.7 percent of 
the total number of classes, down 
from about 3.5 percent. 

Rosa said that campus is big, 
with three main buildings and sev-
eral auxiliary buildings spread out. 

Freshmen may not know their 
way around yet, he said, and in 
other cases, students have a lot 
of ground to cross to their next 
classes. Th ey also like to social-
ize during lunch and breaks. Th ey 
may run to Speedee Mart or other 
stores. Some students are driv-
ers, and they may head home on a 
break to grab something they for-
got. 

Th ey’re usually tardy when 
they fail to plan well, he said. Now 
they have to plan a way to make 
sure they have their PE shoes, for 
example.

Some of the tardiness is “just 
kids that before maybe didn’t take 
it seriously,” Rosa said. “Th e num-
bers are really, really good.”

Before implementing tardy 
sweeps this year, the school tried 
diff erent things, like signs with 
slogans, to encourage students to 
get to class on time, he said, but 
they didn’t seem to have much im-
pact.

“It’s (the tardy sweeps) got 
a little more teeth to it,” Looney 
said.  

“I think it’s done a great job, 
both for attendance and tardies,” 
said social studies teacher Jim Cos-
ta. “I think the staff ’s doing a great 
job. Everybody’s doing a great job.” 

Tardy sweeps were a staff -
driven concept, coming from the 
school’s informal improvement 
committee, a fl uctuating group of 

teachers who discuss and imple-
ment projects to improve their 
school, Looney said. 

Administrators and teachers 
note a couple of ways the program 
helps out – or a couple of ways that 
tardiness hurts students. 

“I think if you pay attention to 
the smaller things, it can have an 
impact on the bigger things, which 
in turn, there’s a positive impact 
on their education,” said Supt. Tom 
Yahraes, praising the program.

“Let’s say you’re 10 minutes 
late to a 50-minute class, you just 
missed one-fi fth of the class,” Loo-
ney said. Th at leads to gaps as stu-
dents miss out on information. 

“You can’t learn if you’re not 
there,” he said. 

“We don’t know, but we hope 
at the end, it’s going to equate to 
better grades,” Rosa said. “It’s re-
ally hard to educate a kid that’s not 
in your classroom.”

If they miss 10 to 15 minutes, 
they’re missing out on important 
information, he said. Th en they 
have to ask, which takes more 
time. 

“You can’t get rolling when 
the bell rings,” Costa said, when 
students are tardy. When they’re 
not, “you can start class without 
the interruptions of kids coming in 
late. Academically, it’ll allow us to 
be more eff ective for the kids and 
get our content rolling.”

“We know that there is statis-
tical evidence that with improved 
attendance, kids are more likely to 
graduate and their grades are likely 
to be higher,” Yahraes said. Get-
ting students to class in a timely 
manner impacts their punctuality. 
“When I meet with regional busi-
ness leaders, one of the data points 
they look at in their new employ-
ees is attendance.”

“You can’t hold a job if you 

show up late to school and work,” 
Looney said. “Habits are hard to 
break.” 

When tardiness becomes a 
habit in school, that can translate 
to a habit that is diffi  cult to break 
in the workplace after graduation, 
he said. Being on time to class 
translates to better “employability 
scores,” a new assessment tool that 
students may choose to use to help 
them as they apply for jobs. 

Employees that businesses 
retain are usually those who have 
higher attendance rates, Yahraes 
said. When they let them go, it’s 
usually those who have lower at-
tendance rates.

Punctuality is more profes-
sional, Costa said, and it will help 
them to be on time when they 
graduate and go to work. 

“I also think it’s good for mo-
rale,” Yahraes said. When the halls 
are clear between classes, “it’s a 
sign of respect. I think it makes the 
staff  happy. When the students 
feel the staff  is all in, it’s a power-
ful message we care.”

“It’s showing the kids we care 
about them and we care about get-
ting them into class,” Rosa said. 
“We’ve got a staff  that’s not letting 
them get away with stuff  they used 
to get away with. Th e kids have re-
sponded pretty well.”

He hasn’t seen students run-
ning to class in the six years he’s 
been teaching at Sweet Home High 
School, he said. He’s seen students 
doing it this year to avoid being 
late. 

It’s had an impact in the class-
room too, Rosa said. “It has given 
us a little bit more direction how to 
deal with tardies.”

Th e school still has its “fre-
quent fl iers,” he said, but “most 
of the kids, they realize they don’t 
want to get to that step.”

Th ey enjoy socializing at 
lunchtime, and they don’t want to 
miss it, Rosa said. 

Comparison of the number of unexcused 
tardies between 2016-17 and 2017-18

September
Class    2020      2019  2018
2016-17  161     327  301
2017-18  162     183  190

October
Class    2020      2019  2018
2016-17  219      536  373
2017-18  135      199  191

November
Class    2020       2019 2018
2016-17  358      561  362
2017-18  138      110  140

Year to Date
Class    2020       2019 2018
2016-17  738      1,427 1,036
2017-18  435      492   521
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New Pastor
From page 2

“I just felt the Lord leading us 
back to the Northwest,” Conner 
said. “Th is came open, and I took 
it.”

Conner said that Protestant 
Christianity is divided into two 
camps with regard to miraculous 
spiritual gifts that occurred at 
Pentecost in the book of Acts in 
the Bible.  

One he calls “cessationist,” 
Christians who believe in Jesus’ 
death, burial and resurrection, 
“but they don’t believe that mir-
acles continue to happen as they 
did in the book of Acts. Th ey be-
lieve the gifts of the Spirit ceased.”

He’s in the other camp. 
“I know they still exist because 

they happen through me quite of-
ten,” Conner said. He is quick to 
remind that it is not about him, 
but about God working through 
him and other Christians. 

He said that he specifi cally has 
what is called the “Word of Knowl-
edge,” noting that God speaks to 
people through the Bible, Holy 
Spirit, dreams, circumstances, 
signs and the Word of Knowledge.

He has seen it illustrated re-
peatedly throughout his life, he 
said. He saw it clearly illustrated 
when he ended up going to Yreka 
instead of taking a much easier po-
sition with an established church 
and salary in Oakview, Calif.

While serving in Roseburg, 
where he met and married his 
wife, Patricia, whom he also led to 
the Lord, he had the opportunity 
to become pastor at the church 
in Oakview where he had rededi-
cated his life to God after high 
school. 

He had grown up in nearby 
Ventura, Calif., where he attended 
college.

“I really came to the Lord in 
a Baptist church at a young age,” 
he said. “In my teen years, I really 
sowed my wild oats.”

After high school that 
changed when “the Lord got a 
hold of me,” when he was “bap-
tized by the Holy Spirit,” Conner 
said. “Since that day, I have been 
experiencing the supernatural 
(God’s power).” 

God’s voice is an internal 
audible voice or impressions, he 
said. Traveling to California from 
Roseburg, God told him he was 
going to start a church – not take 
the church in Oakview. 

Like anyone else might, he 
questioned whether it was God 
talking to him, he said. 

“Is this God or not? After 45 
years, I think I’ve gotten better at 
it – and he’s still doing miracles.”

At the time, he was thinking 
about Yreka, Conner said. It was 

not a place where he would have 
any support. He had no connec-
tion to it. 

His wife wasn’t so sure about 
it either. 

Th e Bible warns of false 
prophets, he said, who really 
speak from the imagination. 

So he took a cue from Gideon 
in Judges 6:36-40: “So Gideon 
said to God, ‘If You will save Israel 
by my hand as You have said — 
look, I shall put a fl eece of wool on 
the threshing fl oor; if there is dew 
on the fl eece only, and it is dry on 
all the ground, then I shall know 
that You will save Israel by my 
hand, as You have said.’ And it was 
so. When he rose early the next 
morni ng and squeezed the fl eece 
together, he wrung the dew out of 
the fl eece, a bowlful of water. 

“Th en Gideon said to God, ‘Do 
not be angry with  me, but let me 
speak just once more: Let me test, 
I pray, just once more with the 
fl eece; let it now be dry only on 
the fl eece, but on all the ground 
let there be dew.’ And God did so 
that night. It was dry on the fl ee ce 
only, but there was dew on all the 
ground.”

He devised his own plan, he 
said. “If you’re going to fl eece God, 
make it hard.”

It cannot be something like 
seeing a white car, he said. Th at’s 
just going to happen. 

He asked God to provide a 
sign, he said. He and his wife were 
staying the night in Red Bluff , 
Calif., where many of his family 
members lived.

He planned to stop in Yreka 
the following day, he said. If it 
were really God’s voice, he asked 
that a man dressed in red would 
come up to him and say some-
thing confi rming that he was sup-
posed to go to Yreka. 

He noted that red is symbolic 

of a stop sign or traffi  c light. In 
keeping with that theme, he asked 
that if God had not sent him to 
Yreka, a man dressed in green 
would say something to indicate 
that it was not God who spoke to 
Conner. 

“Th e next morning, we got 
up early,” Conner said. Yreka has 
four exits. His father was driving, 
and Conner needed to stop for al-
lergy medication. His father asked 
him where he would like to pull 
off . Conner told him the second or 
third exit. 

His dad pulled off  at the fi rst, 
Conner said. “Th ere’s a truck with 
a road construction crew with 
at least fi ve men dressed in red 
hats, red coats, red pants and red 
boots.”

He wondered at the color of 
their clothing since it’s usually or-
ange, he said. “One of them walks 
around the car as my dad’s driv-
ing. He knocks on the window.”

He was holding a portable 
red stop sign in his hand, Conner 
said. “He looks at me and he says, 
‘Sorry, you’re going to have to stay 
here for a bit.’”

He asked his wife if that was 
good enough. She said it was. Th ey 
moved to Yreka. Th ey didn’t know 
anyone. Th ey had no support, 
nothing. 

“Where God guides, He pro-
vides,” Conner said. “We stayed 
there two years.”

Th ey rented an upstairs apart-
ment for $125 per month, and 
another pastor and friend, Dave 
Manning, who has since been a 
pastor in Salem for decades, left 
his church in Washougal, Wash 
and spent a year in Yreka to help 
him start the church.

“Dave says, we’ve got to fi nd 
a place to worship,” Conner said, 
but there wasn’t any place in 
town. Driving around, they found 

a building near Yreka in nearby 
Hawkinsville. It was being used 
part-time by a judo instructor. 

Th e building was privately 
owned on U.S. Bureau of Land 
Management land. On the deed, 
its use was restricted to the fur-
therance of “Pentecostal festival.”

“I didn’t know what a Pente-
costal festival was,” Conner said, 
but he thought of festival as a 
cele-bration and decided it fi t. “I 
said, how much? (A BLM offi  cial) 
said, “100 bucks a month.”

Now in Sweet Home, he is in a 
church-building mode again. 

“I have no doubt we could fi ll 
this place up,” Conner said. 

Th e second Sunday, seven 
people attended, Conner said. 
Right now, attendance is running 
at about 12. 

As he moves forward with the 
church, Conner said that the most 
important tenant of his faith is 
the cross: Jesus’ death, burial and 
resurrection. 

“Th e farther you get away 
from the cross, the less under-
standing you’re going to have,” he 
said. “By grace are ye saved – to 
God be the glory.”

He has some diffi  culty picking 
his favorite scriptures, but he of-
fered one, Romans 8:28: 

“And we know that all things 
work together for good to those 
who love God, to those who are 
the called according to His pur-
pose.”

He also looked to Mark 16:15-
17: 

“And He said to them, ‘Go 
into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature. He who 
be lieves and is baptized will be 
saved; but he who does not be-
lieve will be condemned. And 
these signs will follow those who 
believe: In My name they will cast 
out demons; they will speak with 
new tongues.’” 

“I believe in experience,” Con-
ner said. “Do I believe every expe-
rience is of God? No.”

But signs follow those who 
believe, he said. “What I’m trying 
to say is that’s what’s happened to 
me.”

Th e Conners have two daugh-
ters, Kelly Dillard of Arizona and 
Tawny Conner, who lives in Spain. 
Th ey have two grandchildren, 
Brocki and Julian. 

Services are 2:30 p.m. on 
Sundays for now, Conner said. Th e 
time will move to 11 a.m. later. A 
Wednesday evening service and 
Sunday School will be added later. 

For more information, call 
the church at (541) 367-7949. Th e 
church is located at 640 9th Ave. 

Photo by Sean C. Morgan
DENNIS CONNER is the new pastor at the Sweet Home New Hope Pentecostal Church of God. 
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Road
From page 1
the county also shall install no park-
ing signs, maintain periodic law 
enforcement patrols, and promote 
an “adopt-a-road” litter control pro-
gram.

The agreement gives some back-
ground information on the roads in 
the area. Linn County maintained a 
road along the Calapooia that passed 
through Weyerhaeuser and other 
properties before Sept. 11, 1954.

About that time, Linn County 
vacated a portion of the county road 
to facilitate the bringing of federally-
owned timber to market within Linn 
County.

Also around that time, Wey-
erhaeuser and other landowners 
granted easements to the U.S. For-
est Service that followed the route of 
the vacated roadway.

The Forest Service surrendered 
and terminated its easements in 
June of 2008.

“Between 1954 and 2008, the 
roadway covered by the Forest Ser-
vice easement had been improved 
and relocated so that as of the time 
of surrender by the Forest Service, 
some portions of that roadway lay 
outside the written legal descrip-
tions for the vacated roadway,” ac-
cording to the agreement. “Due to 
the expense thereof, neither party 
has resurveyed the existing road 
in relation to the vacated roadway 
boundaries, but in 2012 the county 
performed a GPS delineation of the 
centerline of the existing roadway.” 
In 2008, the county and Weyerhaus-
er “discussed Weyerhaeuser’s obliga-
tion to reconvey the roadway to the 
county,” according to the agreement.

While the county was inter-
ested in maintaining public access 
to the roadway, they recognized the 
historical forest-product related uses 
of the roadway.

In March of 2012, they entered 
into an agreement that “deferred the 
roadway reconveyance, included a 
mechanism to develop a program to 
manage public access to the existing 
roadway, provided for conveyance of 
the portion of the Existing Roadway 
owned by Weyerhaeuser should the 
agreement end and identified cer-
tain other matters the parties agreed 
would be addressed in connection 
with such conveyance.”

That agreement ended on Dec. 
31, 2016 and the agreement ap-
proved on Dec. 19, 2017 was pre-
pared.

There is sixth-tenths of a mile of 
the road that goes through Giustina 
Resources, Lane said.

“This deed that we’re getting 
through Weyerhaeuser only deeds 
us the road through their property 
which is everything except that first 
six tenths of a mile,” he said. “It will 
be our intention that following your 
acceptance of this deed, that we will 
contact Giustina and ask them to 
quit claim that first six tenths of a 
mile.”

“That has been your plan of at-
tack all along and I appreciate you re-
affirming that,” said Commissioner 
Will Tucker.
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Sports

Th e girls varsity basketball 
team lost at home 85-30 to Madras 
Th ursday evening. 

Th e Huskies led early on, 
quickly hitting a pair of buckets out 
of the gate and taking a 4-0 lead. 
Th e Huskies fell behind 13-10 by 
the end of the fi rst quarter as Ma-
dras forced several turnovers with 
its press. Th e Huskies trailed 37-15 
at halftime and 68-24 after three 
quarters.

Kayla Miller led scoring with 
10 points. 

Th e team will play in a tourna-
ment Wednesday through Friday in 
Stayton.
Madras 13 24 31 17 – 85 
Sweet Home 10 5 9 6 – 30 
Madras scoring: Jayden Davis 17, Iverson 13, 
Harry 12,  Smith-Francis 11, Whipple 7, Stacona 
6, Freeman 6, David 6, Culps 3, Smith 2, Zamora, 
Suppah.
Sweet Home scoring: Kayla Miller 10, Rachel 
Busek 7, Rebekah Belcher 4, Shahalie Erickson 
4, Sydney Mauer 2, Alana Silver 2, Kelika Aiona 
1, Natalie Rodgers, Anna Coleman, Abby Under-
wood, Christina Belcher,

Madras 
tops girls

Photos by Sean C. Morgan
RACHEL BUSEK, at left, drives around Vanessa Culps to the bucket. 
Above, Kayla Miller, who led the Huskies with 10 points, fends off an 
a Madras defender and takes off with the ball. At right, Alana Silver 
takes a shot. 
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See Swimming, Page 24

Winners of the annual Elks Hoop Shoot 
are, in the boys 10-11 division, from 
left, Taiden Burger, fi rst place, Foster 
School; Myles Morgan, second place, 
Hawthorne School; and Chance Kallai, 
third place, Central Linn. Winning girls 
are Tapanga Campbell, fi rst place, Hol-
ley School; Frances Turnbull, second 
place, Foster School; and Jocelyn Fair-
child, Hawthorne School. Representing 
the Elks Hoop Shoot are Amos Burger 
and Randy Claasen. 

Winning girls in the 12-13 division are Brooklynn Burke, fi rst place, Sweet Home Junior High; and 
Jasmine Jordan, second place, Sweet Home Charter School. Winning boys are Jaden Morgan, 
fi rst place, SHJH; Braden Silver, Oak Heights School; and Jack Reister, third place, Central Linn. 
Rpresenting the Hoop Shoot is Randy Claasen. 

Winning boys in the 8-9 division are Robbie Donnell, fi rst place, Holley School; Canyon Frantz, second place, 
Sweet Home Charter School; and Amiss Brock, Oak Heights School; Winning girls are Danielle Robertson, fi rst 
place, Holley School; Alisyn Totman, second place, Foster School; and Chloe Kallai, third place, Central Linn. 
Representing the hoop shoot in back are, from left, Amos Burger, Randy Claasen and Kristina Burger.

Photos courtesy of Amos Burger

Hoop Shoot 
winners

Sweet Home’s swimmers 
placed fi rst on both the boys and 
girls sides at the Stayton Invita-
tional Saturday, Dec. 23. 

Th e meet was held in a metric 
pool, which was a fi rst-time expe-
rience for some of the Huskies, as 
nearly all high school meets are 
held in 25-yard pools. 

“I thought we competed pret-
ty well,” said Coach Doug Peargin. 
“Every swimmer that went today 
scored points for us.”

Th e Huskies won the girls 
competition with 231 points, 
ahead of Stayton (121) and Cas-
cade (82). 

On the boys side, they scored 
178 to beat Stayton (104) and Cas-
cade (63). 

Individual winners for the 
girls were Lauren Yon in the 200 
and 400 (meter) Freestyles; Megan 
Hager in the 100 Breaststroke and 
100 Freestyle; and Mia Davis in 
the 50 Freestyle. 

On the boys side, Dakota 
Seward was fi rst in the 200 Free-
style, Rawlins Lupoli was fi rst in 
the 100 Freestyle and the 100 
Backstroke and Rowland Lupoli 
won the 100 Breaststroke.

Up next for Sweet Home is the 
Newport Invitational Th ursday, 
Dec. 28, which Peargin said the 
Huskies are “looking forward” to. 
Newport’s boys are ranked No. 1 
in the state and the Cubs girls are 
among the top 10 4A teams in the 
state, he noted. 

“We’ll get our fi rst look at 

them. Th is meet will let us see 
what we will need to do to be a tro-
phy contender at the state level,” 
he said. “We’ll also get to see Taft 
and Seaside and Toledo.”

Stayton Invitational
Sweet Home Girls Results

200 Medley Relay – (1) Sweet Home “A” (Isa-
bel Rodriguez, Lauren Yon, Mia Davis, Torree 
Hawken) 2:23.8; (4) Sweet Home “B” (Sa-
mantha Coats, Lizz Adams, Ella Parker, Hikari 
Kawai) 2:42.5. 
200 Freestyle – (1) Lauren Yon 2:14.8; (2) 
Moira Curtis 2:45.5; (5) Brook Womack 2:49.4.
200 Individual Medley – (2) Isabel Rodriguez 
3:18.2; (3) Samantha Coats 3:28.8; (4) Lizz Ad-
ams 3:29.7.
50 Freestyle – (1) Mia Davis 31.6; (5) Olivia 
Martineau 35.2; (6) Hikari Kawai 36.4.
100 Butterfl y – (2) Ella Parker 1:28.1.
100 Freestyle – (1) Megan Hager 1:01.6; (2) 
Moira Curtis 1:13.6.
400 Freestyle – (1) Lauren Yon 4:46.9; (4) Lizz 

Adams 6:49.8.
200 Freestyle Relay – (1) Sweet Home “A” (Isa-
bel Rodriguez, Moira Curtis, Samantha Coats, 
Megan Hager) 2:08.0; (4) Sweet Home “B” (Tor-
ree Hawken, Ella Parker, Brook Womack, Hikari 
Kawai) 2:37.4.
100 Backstroke – (2) Mia Davis 1:18.9; (4) Sa-
mantha Coats 1:32.7.
100 Breaststroke – (1) Megan Hager 1:26.5; 
(2) Torree Hawkins 1:41.6; (3) Brook Womack 
1:52.7.
400 Freestyle Relay – (2) Sweet Home “A” (Ella 
Parker, Moira Curtis, Lizz Adams, Sarah Hewitt) 
4:58.3; (3) Sweet Home “B” (Isabel Rodriguez, 
Brook Womack, Torree Hawkins, Kikari Kawai) 
5:21.8; (4) Sweet Home “C” (Annaleea ______, 
Lauren Yon, Lauren Taber, Olivia Martineau) 
5:42.6.

Sweet Home Boys Results
200 Medley Relay – (1) Sweet Home “A” (Raw-
lins Lupoli, Rowland Lupoli, Bradley Wolthuis, 
Cameron Taber) 2:23.8.

Rawlins Lupoli

Husky girls and boys both win at Stayton
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Madras High School ran up a score on the 
Huskies on their home court Th ursday night 
in varsity boys basketball, but 76 points wasn’t 
enough as the Huskies racked up 90. 

Th e game started out fairly normal as the 
Huskies were edging out Madras 15-13 after 
one quarter. 

Th en the Huskies turned it on, outscoring 
Madras 23-13 to lead 38-23 at halftime.

Both teams scored 25 in the third quarter, 
with the Huskies leading 63-48, with Hayden 
Nichol hitting a three-pointer on the buzzer. 
Madras got within 10 during the third quarter.

Th e Huskies added another 27 in the 
fourth quarter, while Madras scored just 25. 

“Th at was kind of a crazy game,” said 
Coach Drew Emmert. Madras pressed all game, 
subbing fi ve at a time every two minutes. “It’s 
kind of hard to play against it.”

Th e Huskies handled the pressure enough 
to win it though, he said. Defensively, “we were 
good enough. It’s hard to play when they shoot 
that quickly.”

Madras passed the ball once or twice and 
then put it up, he said. Th e Huskies contained 
Madras’ three-point shot, giving up just one of 
more than 20 attempts in the last 30 seconds 
of the game. 

“Th ey’re just a high-tempo team,” Emmert 
said. “You always had to be ready.”

It was a test of his team’s conditioning, 
Emmert said. “I think we did pretty well.”

To prepare, Emmert said, the team prac-
ticed with a fi ve-man team breaking a six-man 
press.

“We mentally prepared for it so we weren’t 
surprised when we saw it,” Emmert said.

Four players scored double digits on the 
game. Keegan Holly led with 21 points. Jake 
Swanson scored 19; Hayden Nichol, 17; and 
Nate Virtue, 14. 

Th e Huskies lost to Philomath 59-44 on 
the road Friday during an extra game. 

Th e Huskies did all right during the fi rst 
half, Emmert said, and then didn’t play great 

in the third quarter. 
“Th en the fourth quarter, we just ran out 

of gas,” he said. Philomath put on a 1-3-1 trap, 
and “we didn’t handle that well.”

Th e Huskies are 5-5 overall. Th ey next 
play in a tournament at Stayton Wednesday 

through Friday. 
Madras 13 13 25 25 – 76
Sweet Home 15 23 25 27 – 90 
Madras scoring: Kanim Smith III 26, Miller 10, Lockey 10, Patt 
8, Reese 6, Bagley 5, Grote 5, Fine 2, Thurby 2, Herkshan 2.
Sweet Home scoring: Keegan Holly, 21, Jake Swanson 19, 
Hayden Nichol 19, Nate Virtue 14, Colton Smith 7, Casey Tow 
6, Andrew Freitag 4, Zach Zanona 2.

SH boys score 90 to outrun Madras in off ensive explosion

Photos by Sean C. Morgan
HUSKIES defend against a Madras attack that put 76 points on the scoreboard. From left are Casey Tow, 
Zach Zanona, Hayden Nichol and Colton Smith. At right, Keegan Holly takes the ball to the hoop en rouite 
to scoring 21 in the game and leading the Huskies to 90 total points.

200 Freestyle – (1) Dakota Seward 2:28.4.
200 Individual Medley – (1) Rowland Lupoli 2:29.6; (2) Brad-
ley Wolthuis 2:53.7. 
50 Freestyle – (1) Rawlins Lupoli 28.0; (2) Noah Dinsfriend 

33.4; (5) Zech Brown 36.1; (6) Hayden Deatherage 36.2. 
100 Butterfl y – (2) Bradley Wolthuis 1:12.6.
100 Freestyle – (2) Cameron Taber 1:08.1; (3) Dakota 
Seward 1:08.4; (5) Zech Brown 1:21.7.
400 Freestyle – No Sweet Home Entrants. 
200 Freestyle Relay – (1) Sweet Home “A” (Dakota Seward, 
Noah Dinsfriend, Rawlins Lupoli, Rowland Lupoli) 2:02.9; 
(2) Sweet Home “B” (Zech Brown, Carlos Galvez, Hayden 
Deatherage, Evan Davis). 

100 Backstroke – (1) Rawlins Lupoli 1:10.2; (3) Noah Dins-
friend 1:29.3. 
100 Breaststroke – (1) Rowland Lupoli 1:13.8; (3) Cameron 
Taber 1:32.2.
400 Freestyle Relay – (2) Sweet Home “A” (Bradley 
Wolthuis, Noah Dinsfriend, Dakota Seward, Cameron Taber) 
4:37.0; (3) Sweet Home “B” (Hayden Deatherage, Carlos 
Galvez, Zech Brown, Hunter Calderwood) 5:42.6.


