
By Kristy Tallman
Of The New Era

Two separate incidents of 
car fires within the span of a 
week along with many oth-
er calls have raised concerns 
for the Sweet Home Fire and 
Ambulance District (SHFAD), 
shedding light on the chal-
lenges faced by emergency 
responders amidst a surge in 
service demands.

The initial incident unfold-
ed on March 17 when flames 
erupted from a 1987 Corvette 
parked in an attached garage. 
The call came in as a structure 
fire; however, upon arrival 
SHFAD found it was the car in 
the garage that was on fire.

The owner, who had intend-
ed to take the vehicle out for 
a Sunday drive after a month 
of inactivity, started the car 
only to witness flames engulf-
ing the engine compartment 
shortly thereafter. Quick ac-
tion from neighbors, armed 
with fire extinguishers, and 
emergency responders pre-
vented extensive damage. 
However, the incident served 
as a stark reminder of the po-
tential dangers posed by older 
vehicles and electrical mal-

functions.
Eli Harris, Battalion Chief 

for SHFAD, provided insights 
into the harrowing ordeal. 
“The call came in as a struc-
ture fire at 10:46 a.m.,” Harris 
said. 

He continued, “They had 
not driven it for about a 
month and they were gonna 

take it out for a Sunday drive. 
The battery was dead the 
night before, so they put it on 
a battery charger. That morn-
ing they started it up on the 
battery charger. It started up 
fine. They disconnected the 
battery charger and left the 
hood up while it warmed up in 
the garage with the door open. 

When they came out about 
10 minutes later, there were 
flames in the engine.” 

Neighbors, alerted by the 
commotion, rushed to the 
scene, armed with fire extin-
guishers. Their swift inter-
vention played a crucial role 
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Photo by Sky Chappell 
Battalion Chief Eli Harris was first on the scene of a vehicle fire at the Park and Ride on Hwy 
20 across from The Point restaurant.

Second  Brush Fire Of Week Causes Early Fire Season Concerns
By Kristy Tallman
Of The New Era

On Wednesday, March 20, 
a significant brush fire was 
sighted near the Wiley Creek 
area, as reported by the 
Sweet Home Fire and Ambu-
lance District (SHFAD). 

Despite it being mid-
March and having experi-
enced heavy rains for the last 
few months, the SHFAD and 
the ODF have responded to 
their second and largest fire 
since last Friday.

The most recent fire, first 
reported around 3:20 p.m., 
emerged approximately 12 
miles up the Wiley Creek 
area within an active log-
ging operation. According 
to SHFAD, the fire initially 
engulfed about five acres 
of logging slash in a previ-
ously logged area but had 
spread to an estimated 10 
acres by 7 p.m. Due to the 
fire’s challenging location 
on a south-facing slope and 
its expansion through steep, 
difficult terrain it complicat-
ed the efforts of firefighters.

Chief Nick Tyler of the 
SHFAD was struck by a 
haunting reminder of last 

year’s fire season when their 
first wildfire call brought 
them back to the area of the 
2023 Wiley Creek Wildfire 
that started on August 7th 
and lasted for weeks.

“Having a fire on Wiley 
Creek did bring some emo-
tions as we dealt with the 

Wiley Fire last year,” said Ty-
ler. “Being so early in March, 
I did not expect the same fire 
behavior as we had last year 
on that Wiley Fire.”

Responding to the Wiley 
Creek area, SHFAD and ODF 
initially identified a large 
fire on the Wiley Creek 240 

road, situated approximate-
ly at the 8-mile marker. Both 
SHFD and ODF coordinated 
their efforts under a unified 
command, collaborating 
with local industry part-
ners to battle the fire. Offi-

See Brush fires, page 7

Photo by Chris Chapman 
A bushfire call up near Wiley Creek was a chilling reminder of the 2023 fire season.



PAGE 2 | March 27, 2024 | The New Era

Information for the Public 
Safety report in The New Era 
is sourced from local law en-
forcement and fire agencies. 
Incident details, which may 
not always be available from 
agencies in time for publi-
cation in our weekly paper 
edition, could be updated on-
line as information becomes 
available. Addresses provid-
ed generally denote the loca-
tion of the incident or arrest, 
occasionally indicating the 
origin of the call. It is cru-
cial to emphasize that our 
reporting of an individual’s 
arrest or citation for a crime 
does not imply guilt. Deter-
mination of guilt can only 
be established through legal 
proceedings in court.

Mar. 18
12:00 p.m - Natalie Marie 

Deshazer, 34, was arrest-
ed by Oregon State Police 
on Sweet Home Municipal 
Court warrants for failure 
to comply on two counts of 

failure to appear. 
12:32 p.m - Caller reports 

package being taken from 
his house. Officer respond-
ed, report taken for second 
degree theft. Valued loss 
$106. 4800 block of Main St. 

2:08 p.m - Caller reports 
car wheel being taken. Of-
ficer responded, report tak-
en. Valued loss $50. 1700 
block of Elm St. 

3:13 p.m - Raymond Lyle 
Tressel, 28, was arrested 
by Lebanon PD on Sweet 
Home Municipal Court 
warrants for failure to ap-
pear on original charges 
for second degree criminal 
trespass and unlawful entry 
into a motor vehicle. 

10:24 p.m - Sabrina Wag-
goner, 25, was cited for 
speeding. 64/45. 

10:56 p.m - Seth Tolleson, 
was arrested on a Linn 
County Circuit Court war-
rant for failure to appear on 
an original charge for driv-
ing under the influence of 

intoxicants. Lodged at Linn 
County Jail. 
Mar. 19

5:39 a.m - Kelsey Munrow, 
40, was cited for speeding. 

3:15 p.m - Deputies as-
sisted SHFAD with an out of 
control brush fire. Fire was 
put out and the homeown-
er was warned for interfer-
ing. 

3:50 p.m - Group target 
practicing at Marks Ridge. 
They were warned about 
the “no shooting” rule on 
Marks Ridge. 

4:26 p.m - Samuel Nichol-
son, 24, was arrested for a 
warrant. 

9:22 p.m - Ryder Thayer, 
was cited for driving unin-
sured. 

10:27 p.m - Jacob Brett-
Hill, 25, of Salem, was cited 
for driving uninsured. 
Mar. 20

12:33 a.m - Caller reports 
theft of coins. Officer re-
sponded, report taken for 
first degree burglary and 
theft. Valued loss $5000. 
2200 block of Main St. 

10:02 a.m - Caller reports 
witnessing a hit and run at 
location. Second caller re-
ports a vehicle was struck 
in an intersection. Officer 
responded, report taken for 
hit and run. Valued loss un-
der $2500. 

10:09 a.m - Caller reports 
fraud. Officer responded, 
report taken for theft by de-
ception. Valued loss $1000. 

3:23 p.m - Adults were 
shooting on the gravel on 
Marks Ridge. This is a no 
shooting area. After being 
asked to leave, one suspect 
was arrested on another 
matter. 

3:56 p.m - Jesse Lane Da-
vis, was arrested by Linn 
County Sheriff’s Office on 
a Sweet Home Municipal 
Court warrant for failure 
to comply on an original 
charge for driving under 
the influence of intoxicants. 

9:51 p.m - Lanie Nicolle 
Denton, was arrested by 
Coos County Sheriff’s Office 
on a Sweet Home Municipal 
Court warrant for failure to 

appear on an original charge 
for hit and run. 
Mar. 21

1:10 p.m - Buzz Star Dod-
son Jr., 26, was arrested for 
driving while suspended. 

6:21 p.m - Caller reports 
their door is bent and dam-
aged like someone tried to 
break in. Officer responded, 
report taken for second de-
gree criminal mischief. 1200 
block of 43rd Ave. 

9:20 p.m - Shane David 
Lindseth, was arrested for 
second degree criminal tres-
pass. 
Mar. 22

3:01 p.m - Robin Sue Ad-
ams, 69, was cited for speed-
ing. 48/35.

3:36 p.m - Dakota Lee Phil-
lips, 20, was arrested for first 
degree rape, first degree 
sexual abuse and coercion. 
Lodged at Linn County Jail.  

9:14 p.m - Buzz Star Dod-
son, was arrested for driving 
while suspended. Cited and 
released. 

George Burton Green
May 29, 1934 - March 12, 
2024

George Burton Green, 89, 
of Sweet Home passed away 
Tuesday, March 12, 2024. 
He was born May 29, 1934 
to Fred Elmer and Edith 
Emmeline (Mowers) Green 
in Henry, South Dakota.

He moved to Junction City 
in 1942, also lived in Kirk-
land, WA, Eugene, and has 
been a Sweet Home resident 
since 2004. He was a mem-
ber of IBEW and worked as 

a tree trimmer for 42 years.
George volunteered at the 

Gleaners, he loved to tell 
stories and write in jour-
nals. He enjoyed gardening 
and working with wood. 
He had many bird houses 
around his yard and liked 
watching and feeding birds. 
When he was younger he 
loved bowling and watching 
the Seattle Mariners base-
ball. George loved spend-
ing time with his beloved 
family. He and Deloris had 
many adventures traveling 
together.

George is survived by his 
children: Milton Green of 
Jackson, GA, Laura Green 
of Sweet Home, Teresa Ow-
ens of Sweet Home, Michael 
Green of Monroe, WA, Idel-
la Davis of Snohomish, WA; 
siblings: Harold Green of 
Cheshire, Chuck Green of 
Monroe, Robert Green of 
Lebanon, Alfred Green of 
Junction City; nine grand-
children, nine great-grand-
children, numerous nieces 
and nephews. He was pre-
ceded in death by wife De-

loris (Payne) Green (2014), 
parents Fred and Edith 
Green, siblings: Carmen, 
Elmer, Dorthy, Julia, Ron; 
grandchildren: Michael and 
Mitchell Owens, Heath-
er Davis, great-grandchild 
Chandler Martin.

Memorial service will be 
2 pm Saturday, April 6th 
at Sweet Home Funeral 
Chapel. There will be a re-
ception at their house af-
ter the service. Memorial 
contributions can be made 
to M.A.D.D., Make-a-Wish 
Oregon, Boys Town. Sweet 
Home Funeral Chapel is 
handling arrangements. 
www.sweethomefuneral.
com

Marjorie Lou Harer
October 12, 1929 - March 6, 
2024

Marjorie Lou Harer, 94, of 
Sweet Home passed away 
peacefully on Wednesday, 
March 6, 2024. She was 
born October 12, 1929 to 
Burl and Ruth (Carmichael) 
McKeel in Alamosa, Colora-
do.

She moved to the Sweet 
Home area in 1962 with her 
husband Robert and their 
family from Casa Grande, 
AZ. She was a homemak-
er, worked as a bookkeeper 
and a chicken farmer at dif-
ferent times throughout her 
life.

Marjorie enjoyed time 
spent with her children, 
grandchildren and great- 
grandchildren. Twice in 
her life she was a part of 
five generations of women 
in her family. Marjorie also 
enjoyed quilting and play-
ing blackjack.

She is survived by her 
younger brother Keith (Cas-
sandra) McKeel of Fulshear, 
TX, daughter Pam Barbee 
of Sweet Home, son Kev-
in ( Jan) of Cornelius; nine 
grandchildren, 15 great 
grandchildren, five great- 
great-granddaughters. She 
was preceded in death by 
her husband Robert, and 
son Scott.

Celebration of life will be 
1 p.m. Saturday, April 6 at 
Sweet Home Senior Cen-

ter. Sweet Home Funeral 
Chapel is handling arrange-
ments. www.sweethomefu-
neral.com.

Cheryl Lynn Bidwell
September 25, 1947 - March 
21, 2024

Cheryl Lynn Bidwell, 
76, of Sweet Home passed 
away Thursday, March 21, 
2024. Sweet Home Funeral 
Chapel is handling arrange-
ments. www.sweethomefu-
neral.com

Leola Faye Weld
October 5, 1938 - March 25, 
2024 

Leola Faye Weld, 85, pre-
viously from Sweet Home, 
passed away Monday, 
March 25, 2024, in Alba-
ny. Funeral service will be 
11 am Tuesday, April 2nd, 
at Sweet Home Evangeli-
cal Church. Private burial 
will be at Gilliland Ceme-
tery. Sweet Home Funeral 
Chapel is handling arrange-
ments. www.sweethomefu-
neral.com.
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Ferguson, Early M, 65 – 
no contest – driver failure 
to obey traffic control de-
vice with an accident, fine 
$250; driving uninsured, fine 
$215; violation driving while 
suspended or revoked, fine 
$390. 

Hartle, Luke H, 33 – no 
contest – failure to carry 
proof of compliance with 
financial responsibility re-
quirements, dismissed with 
fee $150. 

Christman, Micah C, 18 
– no contest – driving under 
the influence of intoxicants, 
fine $2031, probation 60 
months, work crew 10 days, 
drug and alcohol evaluation/
treatment, Victim Impact 
Panel, license suspension 12 
months; Reckless driving, 
dismissed; Criminal mischief 
in the second degree, dis-
missed. 

Maynard, Leslie R, 49, 
pled guilty, harassment, fine 
$1151, probation 24 months, 
work crew 2 days, no contact 
orders. 

Terwilliger, Kevin E, 60 – 
no contest – criminal driving 
while suspended or revoked, 
fine $1201, probation 60 
months, jail 180 days – sus-
pended, work crew 10 days. 

Jackson, Kirk L, 66 – no 
contest – criminal driving 
while suspended or revoked, 
fine $1201, probation 18 
months; driving uninsured, 

dismissed. 
Adams, David S, 80 – no 

contest – open storage, fine 
$75,000, suspend $74,750, 24 
months no new city code vi-
olations; nuisances affecting 
public health, fine $75,000, 
suspended 24 months no 
new city code violations; 
Declaration of public nui-
sance, fine $75,000, sus-
pended 24 months no new 
city code violations.

Armstrong, Jeffrey D, 60 
– guilty by default – violation 
driving while suspended or 
revoked, fine $2015, suspend 
license. 

McCarthey, Thomas J, 61 
– guilty by default – violation 
driving while suspended or 
revoked, fine $2015, suspend 
license; driving uninsured, 
fine $1015, suspend license. 

Robinson, Sean E, 40 – 
guilty by default – violation 
driving while suspended or 
revoked, fine $2015, suspend 
license; driving uninsured, 
fine $1015, suspend license. 

Bobbitt, Thomas J, 24 – no 
contest – violation driving 
while suspended or revoked, 
fine $425; driving uninsured, 
fine $215. 

Hardy-Lancellottie, Ca-
terina A, 47 – operating a 
vehicle without driving priv-
ileges, dismissed with fee 
$150.

Clayton, Marcuss DC, 27 
– guilty by default – driving 

uninsured, fine $1015, li-
cense suspended; violation 
driving while suspended or 
revoked, fine $2015, suspend 
license. 

Keeney, Lily F, 23 – guilty 
by default – violation driving 
while suspended or revoked, 
fine $2015, license suspend-
ed. 

Teixeira, Stacy M, 59 – 
guilty by default – violation 
driving while suspended or 
revoked, fine $2015, license 
suspended. 

Carreiro, Louis A, 60 – 
guilty by default – Operat-
ing a vehicle without driv-
ing privileges, fine $1015, 
license suspended. 

Hawk, Ethan M, 23 – no 
contest – reduced to Operat-
ing a vehicle without driving 
privileges, fine $265. 

Sikorski, Joshua J, 35 – 
no contest – driving under 
the influence of intoxicants, 
fine $2406, jail 20 days, work 
crew 20 days, probation 60 
months, victim impact pan-
el, drug and alcohol evalua-
tion and treatment, license 
suspension for lifetime.

Campbell, Randy D, 67 
– no contest – Violation 
driving while suspended or 
revoked, fine $475; Driving 
uninsured, fine $265. 

Newberg, Levi J, 33 – pled 
guilty – criminal mischief 
in the second degree, fine 
$2226, probation 60 months, 

work crew 14 days, no con-
tact orders; Theft in the sec-
ond degree, dismissed. 

Cowart, Kagen J, 20 – pled 
guilty – menacing, fine $30, 
probation 24 months, work 
crew 14 days, no contact 
orders; criminal mischief 
in the second degree, dis-
missed; criminal mischief in 
the third degree, dismissed. 

Douglas, Shane A, 54 – no 
contest – driving uninsured, 
fine $215.

Smith, Ervin L, 71 – no 
contest – Failure to pay reg-
istration fee, fine $115; fail-
ure to display plates, fine 
$115.

CIRCUIT COURT

Weather predictions are reported based on forecasts provided by the National Weather Service and others. Temperature and lake level information courtesy of the U.S. Corps of Engineers. For updated stream �ow information, call (541) 367-5132.
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Heating & Air Conditioning

DATE

March
March
March
March
March
March
March

18
19
20
21
22
23
24

HIGH

73
60
59
65
57
52
56

LOW

38
45
48
48
45
45
44

DAY

Thur
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tues
Wed

HIGH

51
59
63
64
66
61
59

WEATHER

Light Rain
Mostly Cloudy
Partly Cloudy
Mostly Sunny
Mostly Sunny
Mostly Cloudy
Mostly Cloudy

LOW

38
37
37
38
42
41
39

PRECIP

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.01
0.01
0.07
0.27

Year to date: 12.06
March 29, 2023: 11.47

Foster Reservoir: 615.4
Green Peter Res.: 981.1

TODAYS FIRE DANGER IS

LOW
The fire danger information 

provided is current at the time 
of publication. For the latest and 
most accurate updates, please 

visit: oregon.gov/odf

SERVICE | REPAIRS |INSTALLATIONS

“Let us earn your Busine�”
 541-258-3767

MUNICIPAL COURT

Crossword KEY
Puzzle on page 15

SUDOKU KEY
Puzzle on page 15

Deal
of the 
WEEK!

subject to stock on hand 
valid thru 4-2-24 (with this ad)

SHOP AT SOUTH FORK TRADING CO. FIRST AND SAVE MONEY!

M-F 7:30-5:00 • Sat 8-4 p.m. • Closed Sunday
 4309 Main Street, Sweet Home, OR • 541-367-6844

Best Price • Best Selection • Best Service

SALE $69.00

REG $80.99

T-POST
PULLER

Mar. 23
3:04 a.m - Lisa Marie 

Jones, was arrested on a 
Sweet Home Municipal 
Court warrant for failure 
to comply on an original 
charge for second degree 
failure to appear. 

11:07 a.m - Andriel Jus-
tine Vertrees, 38, was ar-
rested for first degree 
burglary, second degree 
burglary and second de-
gree criminal mischief. 

11:26 a.m - Reports were 
made of three guns being 
taken from the residence. 
Report taken for first de-
gree theft. Valued loss 
$3000. 

12:03 p.m - Eric Stead-
man, 48, was cited for driv-
ing while suspended, driv-
ing uninsured and failure 
to renew vehicle registra-
tion. Steadman was arrest-
ed for driving under the 
influence of intoxicants, 
reckless driving and war-
rants. 

5:39 p.m - Caller reports 
male making inappropriate 
gestures towards underage 
females. Officer respond-
ed, unable to locate. Report 
taken for second degree 
trespass, harassment and 
luring a minor. 

7:29 p.m - Miguel Alfredo 
Gutierrez, 41, was arrested 
by Eugene PD on a Sweet 
Home Municipal Court 
warrant for failure to ap-
pear on an original charge 
for giving false info to an 
officer. 

7:54 p.m - George Earl 
Dunn, 21, was arrested by 
Lebanon PD on a Sweet 
Home Municipal Court 
warrant for failure to com-
ply on an original charge 
for second degree criminal 
trespass. 
Mar. 24

10:03 a.m - Ronald Kolbee 
Credille, 28, was arrested 
by Oregon State Police on 
a Sweet Home Municipal 
Court warrant for failure to 
register as a sex offender. 

Warrants are out on the 
following individuals: 
Kaleb Kimber Banta, Jacob 
Reginald Bliss, Christian Ja-
cob Boatwright, Hope Marie 
Connors, Curtis Ray Daniel, 
Ashlee Dee Flanagan, Aar-
on Thomas Halvorson, Noe 
Hernandez-Reyes, Michael 
Trevor Hilton, Ariel Shanea 
Kaping, Andrew Donald Le-
Gore, Charles James Marvel, 
Bryce William McGowan, 
Eric Wayne McKnight, Carrie 
Lynne Miller, Kendra Lynne 
Montoya, Larry Robert Mor-
gan, Nicholas Alan Nelson, 
Daniel Austin Phillips, Juli-

anne Nicole Phillips, Tammy 
Lavonn Robinson, Paul Levi 
Shelton, Richard Gene Ste-
phens, Harley Michelle Webb.

Hayden Mackenzie Bet-
telyoun, 18, was sentenced 
March 20, to 24 hours in 
custody in county jail and a 
$100 fine following no con-
test pleas for fourth degree 
assault constituting domes-
tic violence and strangula-
tion. 

Dakota Lee Phillips-
Newport, 20, was charged 
March 25, with two counts 

of first degree sexual abuse, 
first degree rape, and first 
degree sodomy.

PUBLIC SAFETY
From page 2
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FROM OUR FILES

March 28, 1974

Having served as tempo-
rary fire chief for 22 years, 
Ivan Hoy was finally per-
manently appointed to the 
position this week. City 
Manager David Crutcher 
recommended the promo-
tion for Hoy, joking that the 
volunteer chief had suc-
cessfully passed his “pro-
bationary period.” Hoy told 
City Council that he said in 
1952 he’d take the job tem-
porarily until the city could 
find somebody else. Hoy 
was asked in 1939 to join as 
a volunteer to the Fire De-
partment when it formed.

The city’s 18th Avenue 
will be getting a long-await-
ed facelift for a proposed 
cost of about $170,000. The 
street is to be widened to a 
40-foot deck between Tam-
arack and Mountain View 
with four-foot sidewalks. 
The project will require 
about 2,600 tons of asphalt. 
Due to rising prices of ma-
terials, the project would 
have cost only $142,000 if 
done last year.

Plans are to expand the 
Sportsman’s Holiday Home-
town Carnival this year 
by urging clubs, churches 
and organizations to oper-
ate booths with games and 
food. The committee hopes 
to add live music to the car-
nival, in addition to securi-
ty guards during off-hours.

David and Gail Carpen-
ter will be practicing their 
art with the scissors as they 
open up Lucky 7 Barber 

Shop on Main Street. The 
man and wife team pre-
viously operated a barber 
shop in Springfield. David 
began cutting hair 10 years 
ago, but previous to that he 
was a logger, trucker and 
glazier, and a mechanic in 
the U.S. Army. Gail com-
pleted her education in 
the business two years ago. 
The two met in Brownsville 
where Gail once lived.

March 24, 1999

Truck after truck began 
hauling away 7,000 yards of 
dirt from the future home of 
the community center proj-
ect behind the high school. 
Local contractors donated 
their time and equipment 
for the extensive site prepa-
ration. It is expected to take 
seven to 10 days to dig and 
haul off the unsuitable ma-
terials, and another week 
or so to haul rock back into 
the site.

A committee working on 
creating a single fire district 
for the Sweet Home area 
began work to resolve var-
ious issues before bringing 
a request to combine the 
districts to voters in 2000. 
A study was conducted to 
find a way to establish a 
stable financial base, main-
tain staffing levels and pro-
vide services to unprotect-
ed areas within the School 
District 55 boundaries. The 
conclusion of the study 
recommended dissolving 
the ambulance and fire dis-
tricts, and creating a single 
district to handle both fire 
and ambulance services.

 A new sign in 1974 identifies the three-acre high mountain 
lake as Riggs Lake. Frequent visitors are Ray (left) and Cleo 
Riggs, sons of Albert Riggs, for whom the lake is named.
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Elm Street Baptist Church
Sunday Services:

9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship

5:00 pm Prayer Meeting
1150 Elm St. Sweet Home

541-367-5883

REACH MORE PEOPLE
IN YOUR COMMUNITY

ADVERTISE WITH
The New Era

541-367-2 135
JOHN@GCC-MEDIA.COM

LET THEM KNOW:
• SERVICE TIMES
• SPECIAL SERVICES
• OUTREACH PROGRAMS
• MINISTRIES
• AND MORE...

Mt. Calvary
Missionary Baptist

Church

1042 Pleasant Valley Rd.
541-818-0022

Sunday Service 11am
Come join us!

 Bible Study
10 am Sundays.

1266 44th Ave.  PO Box 515

New Life
Fellowship

(formerly Sweet Home Mennonite)

In Christ

541-367-2848 • shnlic.org

10:30 a.m. Worship Service
10:30 a.m. Children’s Church541-367-2530

Fr. Jossey Kuriakose

St. Helen’s 
Catholic Church
�����������������������

www.sweethomecatholicchurch.com

Holy Mass
Sat. at 5:30pm & Sun. at 9:00 am

Confessions
Before Masses or 1st, 2nd & 3rd Sat.

4:00 - 5:00 pm
Baptisms, Weddings, Confirmations

and Anointing of the Sick - call

 

 

 
SATURDAY

SHABBAT SERVICE:
Worship: 10:00am

Torah Study: 11:30am
Held at

Trinity Baptist Church
72 E Elmore St, Lebanon

For More Info Call: 
541-248-0595
503-358-4904

A Reconciling Congregation

11:00 am Worship
Free Meal - Tue, Wed & Fri - 5:00 pm

6th & Ironwood • 541-367-3073

Open Hearts,
     Open Minds,
          Open Doors

Sweet Home
   United
       Methodist
          Church

SUNDAY
9:30 AM

11 AM 4TH & 5TH SUNDAYS
Worshiping at

United Methodist Church
6th & Ironwood

541-990-1487

FIR LAWN
LUTHERAN

GATHERING
TIME

10:45 A.M.
890 Mountain View Rd.
541-967-HOPE (4673)

www.hope.church/sweethome

For where two or three are gathered together 
in My name, I am there in the midst of them.

-Ma�hew 18:20

Sweet Home
Evangelical Church
Join us Sunday 10:30 am

FOLLOW US AT:
FACEBOOK.COM/SWEETHOMEEC

1347 Long Street • 541-367-4357
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ACCOUNTING
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Call Robert Snyder
Attorney at Law

ATTORNEY

(541) 367-5191
1275 Main St., Sweet Home

HAVE YOU
MADE YOUR

WILL?

AUTO REPAIR

(541) 367-2992

Shawn Anderson Owner,
Sweet Home

Auto Repair

EQUIPMENT

(541) 451-5213

"Powerful Equipment, Local Service"

1215 W Airway Road
Lebanon OR 97355

CascadePowerLebanon.com

Hours: M-F 8am-5pm
Sat 8am-noon

The New Era

LOVE WHERE YOU LIVE, SHOP WHERE YOU LIVE.

INSURANCE

(541) 367-5121
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INSURANCE

(541) 367-2141
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Joel Keesecker

JOLENE 
MULLENIX
Loan Consultant
NMLS #853502

(541) 570-2322

NMLS#174457

www.loanDepot.com/jmullenix

LOANS

Equal Housing Opportunity | 56 E. Airport Rd., 
Lebanon, OR 97355. loanDepot.com, LLC NMLS ID 

174457. Licensed by the OR Division of Finance and 
Corporate Securities, Mortgage Lending ML-4972. 

(091923 120284-1723)

PLUMBING

(541) 367-5655

CCB #238181

New Construction • Remodels
Repairs • Service • Water Heaters

OWNER - MITCH CARTER
Office Hrs: Mon-Thu 8am - 4pm

INC.
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SWEET HOME
RV CENTER LLC

RV Sales, Service, Repair, Parts,
Appliances, Awnings, Propane, Solar and Batteries!

RV Waste Dump Open 24/7  Stop in Today!
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RV SALES & SUPPLIES

(541) 367-4293

REAL ESTATE

(541) 731-3004
KINECTEDREALTY.COM

Myers
Aleaha & Curtis

Licensed Brokers in Oregon

REAL ESTATE

2345 S. Santiam Hwy., 
Lebanon, OR 97355

(541) 258-6100
���������������������������������

Family Owned

pointstire.com/sweethome

4420 Hwy 20

541 367 4579 (Alignment)
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TIRE - AUTO REPAIR

(541) 367-2462

SHFAD Reviews February Operations: 
Review and Budget Planning Highlights
By Kristy Tallman
Of The New Era

At the March 19, Sweet 
Home Fire and Ambulance 
District (SHFAD) board 
meeting, Fire Chief Nick Ty-
ler presented a comprehen-
sive overview of call volume 
and response times, shed-
ding light on the district’s 
operational performance 
for the month of February.

Tyler commenced the 
discussion by distributing 
a packet containing the 
ESO documents, which was 
produced by the new ESO 
program the district has 
acquired. ESO offers an in-
tegrated suite of software 
products for EMS agencies, 
fire departments, and hos-
pitals that work to assist 
first responders in the col-
lection, sharing, reporting, 
and analyzing critical infor-
mation to improve commu-
nity health and safety. “This 
is what our call volume re-
port will kind of start look-
ing like,” Tyler remarked as 
he delved into the details.

Tyler reported that 

SHFAD responded to a total 
of 275 calls from Feb. 1 to 
Feb. 29. Among these calls, 
8.4% were classified as EMS 
calls. Notable categories 
within the call data includ-
ed 55 calls for public service 
assistance, comprising 5.5% 
of the total calls, and 5.5% 
for dispatch cancellations.

In terms of transport per-
centages by paramedics, Ty-
ler revealed that the overall 
transport rate for the month 
was 65%. However, discrep-
ancies were noted during 
discussions, prompting Ty-
ler to emphasize the ongo-
ing process of refining data 
collection methods for ac-
curacy.

“This is the transport per-
centage by paramedic. So 
you can see the transcript 
transportation or the trans-
ports column on the first, 
the non transports for total. 
It’s kind of nice to be able to 
break that down like that 
and look at individuals and 
see if there’s anything out-
standing or that needs to be 
corrected. But down at the 

bottom there is that total. So 
it was a 65% transport rate 
for that month,” stated Tyler 
while also reminding board 
members he’s just learning 
how to use data mining.

Tyler further explained, 
“First, I noticed that the 
275 calls for the 29 days of 
February The average is 
nine and a half calls a day. 
So the next one is the aver-
age response time. So these 
are going to be some of the 
things I’m looking at. They 
said 29 days, 127 responses. 
And our average response 
time was seven minutes and 
12 seconds.”

He clarified to the board, 
“That’s not out of the Chute 
time. That’s a different 
category. And we’re right 
around, I want to say, it was 
like a minute 40 seconds to 
get out the door from dis-
patch to en route.”

Tyler stated this was what 
the end customer feels most. 
“When they call 911, the 
moment we get dispatched, 
it takes us on average, sev-
en minutes and 12 seconds 

to get to their door. So I like 
looking at that number from 
the end user standpoint of 
when they call 911. Their 
clock is starting. So it feels 
like it’s a lot more.” 

Regarding ambulance pa-
tient offload times, SHFAD 
averaged about four min-
utes for patient offload 
times at Samaritan in Leb-
anon and almost four min-
utes at Good Samaritan 
Hospital. St. Charles Bend 
was identified as an outlier 
due to a data entry error.

In addition to reviewing 
operational statistics, Ty-
ler highlighted recent inci-
dents, including brush fires 
and house fires, underscor-
ing the proactive efforts of 
SHFAD personnel in safe-
guarding the communi-
ty. SHFAD personnel were 
commended for their swift 
and effective response in 
preventing further damage.

“As much as I want to get 
rid of that brush rake and 
put them in an SUV and 
make them be command of-
ficers, they are doing great 

work in the community,” Ty-
ler praised the dedicated ef-
forts of SHFAD responders.

Tyler proposed the ap-
proval of the budget cal-
endar for the upcoming 
fiscal year, signaling the 
commencement of budget 
planning activities within 
the district.

Tyler emphasized the im-
portance of timely approval, 
stating, “We’re already into 
that season.” As discussions 
ensued regarding the ver-
ification of dates, Tyler as-
sured the board that once 
approved, necessary steps 
would be taken promptly. 

SHFAD will hold their 
budget committee meet-
ing on May 21, 2024 where 
they will elect a presiding 
officer with a presentation 
of the budget for approval 
by Tyler. They will consider 
recommendations from cit-
izens at that time.

Following a brief confir-
mation of dates regarding 
other items on the budget 

See Fire Board, page 10
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By Kristy Tallman
Of The New Era

With April 6 just around 
the corner, the Sweet Home 
Police Department (SHPD) 
is gearing up to host its an-
nual Walk for the Cause 
event, aimed at raising 
awareness and encouraging 
the reporting of child abuse.

Sean Morgan, Communi-
ty Services Officer for the 
SHPD, outlined the depart-
ment’s role in the event, 
stating, “We organize the 
event. We’ll have a couple of 
presenters at 9 a.m. on April 
6. Immediately afterward, 
participants will plant a 
pinwheel garden in front of 
the Police Department and 
then march against child 
abuse. Refreshments will 
be served upon returning to 
the Police Department.”

The event serves as a piv-
otal moment for the com-
munity to come together in 
support of vulnerable chil-
dren and to demonstrate a 
unified stance against child 
abuse.

One of the primary chal-
lenges faced by law enforce-
ment in addressing child 
abuse cases is gaining the 
trust and cooperation of 
affected children. Sergeant 
Geoff Hamlin highlighted 
the importance of organi-
zations like the ABC House 
in facilitating this process, 
emphasizing the crucial 
role they play in supporting 
victims through forensic in-
terviewing.

ABC House stands as the 
only Children’s Advocacy 
Center catering to Benton 
and Linn Counties. The or-
ganization delivers child 
abuse assessments and sup-
port services for local chil-
dren and youth in instances 
of suspected abuse and ne-
glect.

In 2022, most recent data 
reveals a concerning trend 
in Linn County with 461 
substantiated cases of child 
abuse and neglect reported 
countywide. Of these cases, 
48.5 percent involved chil-
dren aged six or younger, 
with nearly 11 percent of 
victims being less than one 
year old.

Statewide, the gravity of 

the situation is further un-
derscored by the loss of 19 
young lives due to familial 
or caregiver abuse or ne-
glect during the same year. 
Among these tragic deaths, 
15 victims were five years 
old or younger, with 10 of 
them being less than a year 
old. Neglect accounted for 
the majority of fatalities, 
totaling 15, while four were 
attributed to abuse, and one 
resulted from both neglect 
and abuse.

“Our children are an ex-
tremely vulnerable popula-
tion,” said Morgan. “When 
the adults in their lives are 
predators rather than the 
protectors they are sup-
posed to be, children have 
extremely limited knowl-
edge and ability to save 
themselves. They rely on 
others to notice and to save 
them. It is critical for those 
children that abuse is rec-
ognized and reported and 
that those who prey on chil-
dren are held accountable.”

According to Morgan, 
these crimes can be hard to 
detect, and children suffer 
in silence. “Mandatory re-
porter or not, we all need to 
be vigilant in watching for 
signs of abuse and report-
ing it as soon as possible. In 
many, probably most cases, 
it’s the only chance a child 
will have to escape abuse or 
neglect,” he said.

“This is an important role 
for our School Resource Of-
ficer (Tyler Robinson), who 
builds relationships with 
our community’s youths,” 
Hamlin said. “Those rela-
tionships make it more like-
ly that they would come and 
make a report to him.”

Regarding the pinwheels 
distributed as part of the 
event, Morgan said, “We 
suggest a donation of $1.50 
- $2 per pinwheel. Proceeds 
will go to the Linn County 
Child Abuse Network (Linn 
CAN), which is dedicat-
ed to educating the public 
and helping prevent child 
abuse.”

He also encouraged com-
munity members to plant 
pinwheel gardens around 
their homes and businesses 
as a visible symbol of soli-

darity and support for the 
cause.

Responding to inquiries 
about volunteer opportu-
nities, Morgan revealed a 
change in plans for planting 
the community pinwheel 
garden. “SHPD volunteers 
and other community vol-
unteers will plant the com-
munity pinwheel garden in 
the Highway 20 median the 
morning of April 2,” he stat-
ed, inviting those interested 
in participating to reach out 
for further details.

Reflecting on past events, 
Morgan expressed hope 
for increased participa-
tion this year. “We have a 
variable number of people 
who show up to plant the 
pinwheel garden and walk, 
from a couple dozen and 
up. We ask that anyone with 
the time to join us, please 
do. We would love to have 
a crowd of many dozens 
marching for our children 
and against child abuse on 
April 6.”

As the event draws near, 
Morgan issued a heartfelt 
plea to the community, em-
phasizing the critical role 
each individual plays in 
safeguarding children from 
abuse. “Our children are an 
extremely vulnerable pop-
ulation,” he emphasized. “It 
is critical for those children 
that abuse is recognized 
and reported and that those 
who prey on children are 
held accountable.”

He urged everyone to re-
main vigilant and report 
any suspicions of child 
abuse or neglect, stressing 
that timely intervention 
could be the difference be-
tween continued suffering 
and intervention.

For those who suspect 
child abuse or neglect, 
Morgan provided essential 
contact information, urg-
ing individuals to call the 
statewide hotline at 855-
503-SAFE (7233). Further 
inquiries about the event 
can be directed to the Police 
Department at (541) 367-
5181 or to Community Ser-
vices Officer Sean Morgan 
at (541) 409-7343.

As Sweet Home prepares 
to come together in soli-

darity against child abuse, 
the SHPD remains steadfast 
in its commitment to pro-
tecting the most vulnerable 
members of the communi-
ty and advocating for their 
safety and well-being.

Signs of Abuse
A child who’s being abused 

may feel guilty, ashamed or 
confused. He or she may be 
afraid to tell anyone about 
the abuse, especially if the 
abuser is a parent, other 
relative or family friend. 
That’s why it’s vital to watch 
for red flags, such as:

• Withdrawal from friends 
or usual activities

• Changes in behavior — 
such as aggression, anger, 
hostility or hyperactivity — 
or changes in school perfor-
mance

• Depression, anxiety or 
unusual fears, or a sudden 
loss of self-confidence

• An apparent lack of su-
pervision

• Frequent absences from 
school

• Reluctance to leave 
school activities, as if he or 
she doesn’t want to go home

• Attempts at running 
away

• Rebellious or defiant be-
havior

• Self-harm or attempts at 
suicide

Specific signs and symp-
toms depend on the type of 
abuse and can vary. Keep in 
mind that warning signs are 
just that — warning signs. 
The presence of warning 
signs doesn’t necessarily 
mean that a child is being 
abused.

Physical abuse signs 
and symptoms

• Unexplained injuries, 
such as bruises, fractures or 
burns

• Injuries that don’t match 
the given explanation

Sexual abuse signs 
and symptoms

• Sexual behavior or 
knowledge that’s inappro-
priate for the child’s age

• Pregnancy or a sexually 
transmitted infection

• Blood in the child’s un-

derwear
• Statements that he or 

she was sexually abused
• Inappropriate sexual 

contact with other children

Emotional abuse 
signs and symptoms

• Delayed or inappropri-
ate emotional development

• Loss of self-confidence 
or self-esteem

• Social withdrawal or a 
loss of interest or enthusi-
asm

• Depression
• Avoidance of certain sit-

uations, such as refusing to 
go to school or ride the bus

•  Desperately seeks affec-
tion

• A decrease in school 
performance or loss of in-
terest in school

• Loss of previously ac-
quired developmental skills

Neglect signs and
symptoms

• Poor growth or weight 
gain or being overweight

• Poor hygiene
• Lack of clothing or sup-

plies to meet physical needs
• Taking food or money 

without permission
•  Hiding food for later
• Poor record of school at-

tendance
• Lack of appropriate at-

tention for medical, dental 
or psychological problems 
or lack of necessary fol-
low-up care

Parental behavior
Sometimes a parent’s de-

meanor or behavior sends 
red flags about child abuse. 
Warning signs include a 
parent who:

•  Shows little concern for 
the child

• Appears unable to rec-
ognize physical or emotion-
al distress in the child

• Blames the child for the 
problems

• Consistently belittles or 
berates the child, and de-
scribes the child with neg-
ative terms, such as “worth-
less” or “evil”

•  Expects the child to 
provide him or her with at-
tention and care and seems 
jealous of other family 
members getting attention 
from the child

• Uses harsh physical dis-
cipline

•  Demands an inappro-
priate level of physical or 
academic performance

•  Severely limits the 
child’s contact with others

• Offers conflicting or un-
convincing explanations for 
a child’s injuries or no ex-
planation at all

621 Main Street, Suite A
Located inside Thri	way

541-367-6777

Sweet Home
Pregnancy Care Center

Open Mon. & Wed. 12-5pm
1344 Main St. • SHPregnancy.org • 541-367-2447

Free parenting classes to help
with practical resources & information.

SHPD Leads Effort Against Child Abuse with Annual Walk for the Cause
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cials have confirmed that no 
structures were under threat 
during the fire.

Throughout the night, 
crews remained on scene, 
utilizing heavy equipment to 
combat the blaze.

“Having this little stint of 
fires demonstrates the po-
tential that our area has for 
fire. It doesn’t take long for 
smaller fuels to dry out and 
be receptive to burning. Once 
those smaller fuels catch fire, 
the heat can rapidly dry out 
bigger fuels and allow fire to 
spread. It’s not overly indica-
tive of having a bad fire sea-
son, but it’s not a great start 
either,” stated Tyler.

According to Tyler, “What 
we need in Sweet Home is for 
our community members to 
know we are not immune to 
fire. We should not be afraid 
of it, but we should take pre-
cautions and do what we can 
to prevent fires and the abili-
ty for a fire to grow large.”

On March 19, fire crews 
were dispatched to a signif-
icant natural cover fire, in-
volving burning brush and 
trees. Upon arrival at the 
scene, firefighters found a 
resident attempting to com-
bat the flames with a garden 
hose.

Although the fire primarily 
consumed brush and black-
berry bushes, with some 
large fir trees affected, it was 
estimated to be less than a 
quarter-acre in size and was 
dangerously close to a res-
idential property. Swift ac-
tion by firefighters led to the 
prompt containment of the 
fire.

Local firefighters empha-
size the rapid drying out of 
grass, brush, and trees, urg-
ing everyone to remain vigi-

lant.
Tyler said, “SHFAD is doing 

everything we can to assist 
with that. Local homeown-
ers that have concerns of fire 
negatively impacting them, 
should contact us and get a 
home assessment conduct-
ed on their property. Our 
Community Wildfire Risk 
Reduction specialist can help 
develop a plan to increase 
defensible space to help mit-
igate fire risk.” 

The program to assist 
homeowners is a partner-
ship between SHFAD and the 
Oregon State Fire Marshal.

“As you know, we are also 
working on a fuels reduc-

tion team to be able to assist 
homeowners. Once the plan 
to create a defensible space 
is in place, we will be able to 
come out and remove brush, 
trees or other issues to make 
a safer area for our commu-
nity.”

SHFAD offers home assess-
ments to help homeowners 
improve defensible space 
from wildfires. Please con-
tact Christian Whitfield, the 
District’s Community Wild-
fire Prevent Specialist for 
further information at (541) 
367-5882.

Currently the cause of this 
fire is still under investiga-
tion.

1010 MAIN STREET • 541-367-4893
����������������������������������������������������������������
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Regular 
RootBeer Float $3.19

Quarter Pound 
Cod Sandwich $6.99

Combo $10.99

Free Pool 
Pup-Style Baskets for Lunch & Dinner

1200 12th Avenue  •  541-367-5119 

PUB & GRUB
New Winter Hours: 

11am - 2:30am • Thurs. - Mon. Closed Tues. & Wed.
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Bites Around the Block: 

Discover Local Yum!

We invite you to embark 
on a culinary adventure. 

Rediscover your town
one plate at a time. 

Dine with pride, knowing 
that with every bite, 

you’re celebrating our 
local heritage, traditions, 

and community spirit.

By Kristy Tallman
Of The New Era

A swift resolution has been 
reached in response to the 
incident reported on March 
24, at approximately 5:58 
a.m., where the Sweet Home 
Police Department received 
a report of a handgun being 
fired from a vehicle at a pe-
destrian in the 4800 block of 
Main Street.

“Following diligent ef-
forts, the vehicle involved 
has been located, and one 
individual is now in custo-
dy. Upon investigation, it 
was determined that the 
handgun in question was, in 
fact, a paintball gun,” stated 
SHPD officials in an updated 
press release on Facebook.

“We appreciate the assis-
tance of the community re-
solving this incident quickly 

and safely,” stated SHPD of-
ficials.

In light of this develop-
ment, residents in the area 
who may have surveillance 
cameras are still encour-
aged to review their footage 
around the time of the inci-
dent. The vehicle, described 
as a newer model Chevrolet 
SUV with a damaged spot 
on the rear bumper, was in-
strumental in aiding law en-
forcement efforts.

Should anyone possess in-
formation or recognize the 
vehicle in the photographs, 
please promptly contact 
the SHPD at 541-367-5181. 
Additionally, if the vehicle 
is spotted, residents are re-
minded not to approach it 
but to call the non-emergen-
cy line or 911 immediately.

SHPD Quickly Resolves 
Paintball Gun Incident, 
Suspect Apprehended

Photo provided by SHPD 
A white Chevrolet SUV was involved in a drive-by shooting of 
a paint gun towards a pedestrian in the 4400 block of Main 
Street.

Photo by Chris Chapman
Billows of smoke could be seen emanating off the brush fire 
that occurred on March 20.

BRUSH FIRES
From page 1
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VARIETY OF SIZES, STYLES AND PRICE RANGES
WE SELL SHEDS

BUY OR RENT TO OWN
(36 OR 60 MONTH PAYMENTS)

90 DAY SAME AS CASH
SOME MODELS DISCOUNTED CALL OR STOP BY FOR DETAILS�

4309 Main Street • 541-367-6844

By Sky Chappell 
Of The New Era

In a week of highs and 
lows, the local baseball team 
faced off against two strong 
opponents, showing signs 
of struggle but also consid-
erable promise under the 
guidance of Head Coach 
Evan Teter. Despite falling to 
the Sisters Outlaws (2-3) and 
the Junction City Tigers (4-
2), the team’s resilience and 
learning spirit were on full 
display.

March 19, the team en-
countered a challenging 
game against the Outlaws, 
culminating in a 1-12 loss 
due to the ten-point mercy 
rule. Teter expressed con-
cern over the team’s per-
formance, highlighting a 
notable “lack of confidence” 
among players. However, he 
also pointed out a significant 
positive aspect of the game, 
where the team’s defense 
limited the Outlaws to only 
three hits. “A bright spot was 
Sisters only got three hits off 
of us,” Teter said.

The free bases given to the 
Outlaws, however, turned 
the game’s tide against the 
team. Teter reflected on the 
importance of such chal-
lenging games for growth, 
stating, “However, games 

like this are needed to grow. 
We learned a lot from this 
one.” In response to the loss, 
the team dedicated signif-
icant effort to practice on 
Wednesday, aiming to refine 
their skills and strategy for 
the upcoming game.

March 21, the team played 
against the Junction City Ti-
gers which showed marked 
improvement, despite a 
5-14 loss. The Tigers, hold-
ing a 4-2 record, presented 
a challenge with their strong 
batting lineup and pitch-
ing. Teter, however, saw this 
match as a “great bounce 
back game” for his team. 
He praised their enhanced 
energy, intensity, and disci-
pline at the plate, which led 
to early advantages against 
the Tigers’ pitcher.

“Our approach and plate 
discipline was levels above 
what we’ve seen in any other 
game this year,” Teter said, 
highlighting the team’s six 
hits in the game, a signif-
icant improvement given 
their season total of eight 
hits prior to the match. The 
effort put into practice over 
the past week was evident in 
the team’s performance, re-
flecting a strategic and dis-
ciplined approach to batting 
that had been lacking.

The game remained com-
petitive into the late innings, 
with Junction City secur-
ing their lead through extra 
base hits. According to Teter, 
the majority of Junction 
City’s runs resulted from 
hard hits in challenging po-
sitions, not from a lack of 
effort or skill on his team’s 
part. “This game showed us 
what we can do as a team 
when we play our brand of 
baseball,” Teter concluded.

With these recent per-
formances, the team has 
demonstrated both the chal-
lenges they face and their 
potential for growth and 
success. Under Teter’s lead-
ership, they have shown a 
capacity for learning from 
their defeats and improv-
ing in key areas. The team 
will be away this upcoming 
week, playing in a tourna-
ment at Newport. March 
27 at 9 a.m., they will play 
against Astoria (3-4) and on 
March 28 at 4:30 p.m., they 
will face Seaside (3-3).

Photo by Sky Chappell 
Huston Holly pitching during the March 21 game against 
Junction City.

Local Team Faces Challenges and Growth in Recent Matchups

By Kristy Tallman
Of The New Era

In a whirlwind of ups and 
downs, the Sweet Home Hus-
kies Varsity Softball team, 
currently ranked #26 in  the 
OSAA 4A standings, em-
barked on a challenging series 
of games over the past week-
end, displaying resilience and 
determination despite facing 
formidable opponents. The 
team showcased their prow-
ess on the diamond in three 

intense matchups, leaving 
fans on the edge of their seats.

Their first encounter on 
Monday, March 18th pitted 
them against the formidable 
Marist Catholic High School 
Spartans who currently rank 
#22 in the 4A league. In a 
high-scoring affair, the Hus-
kies fought valiantly but ul-
timately succumbed to the 
Spartans, with a final score of 
8-14. Despite the setback, the 
Huskies displayed unwaver-

ing determination, refusing 
to let the defeat dampen their 
spirits as they prepared for 
the battles ahead.

Undeterred by the previ-
ous day’s result, the Huskies 
returned to the diamond on 
March 19th to face off against 
Summit High School Storm 
Cats. Summit currently ranks 
#15 in the division. In a defen-
sive showdown, both teams 
battled fiercely, but Summit 
managed to edge ahead, se-
curing a hard-fought victory 
with a final score of 0-3. Al-
though the outcome wasn’t in 
their favor, the Huskies exhib-
ited tenacity and sportsman-
ship, garnering respect from 
fans and opponents alike.

However, redemption was 
on the horizon for the resil-
ient Huskies. On March 21st, 
the Huskies faced off against 
#13 ranked Junction City High 
School Tigers in a nail-biting 
showdown that kept specta-
tors on the edge of their seats. 
In a thrilling offensive display, 
the Huskies surged ahead, 
demonstrating their offen-
sive firepower and defensive 
prowess. The game concluded 
with a triumphant victory for 
the Huskies, as they clinched 
a hard-earned win with a final 
score of 15-13.

The New Era reached out to 
Huskies Softball Coach Emily 
Marchbanks, but the coach 
did not respond to our inqui-
ries for a statement.

Huskies Varsity Softball Shows 
Grit in Week Of Tough Battles
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in containing the blaze until 
emergency services arrived. 
“The majority of the fire had 
been subdued by neighbors 
wielding fire extinguishers,” 
Harris noted. “Their actions 
undoubtedly prevented a 
more catastrophic outcome.”

SHFAD determined the fire 
to be caused by an electrical 
issue. “The battery had cooked 
almost in half and fell through 
the bottom of the engine com-
partment and was laying be-
hind the front left tire. That 
one I would say was an electri-
cal issue,” said Harris.

As emergency responders 
secured the scene and as-
sessed the damage, concerns 
lingered over the potential for 
escalation. “With a car fire in 
a garage, the risks are ampli-
fied due to the confined space 
and proximity to the home,” 
Harris emphasized. “It’s fortu-
nate that the neighbors acted 
swiftly and that we were able 
to contain the fire before it 
spread further.”

The second incident oc-
curred on March 21, when 
a 2011 BMW 328i burst into 
flames. According to Harris, 
the owner reported experi-
encing engine problems the 
night before, leading them to 
park the vehicle overnight. 
The following day, attempts to 
start the car resulted in a loud 
bang followed by smoke and 
flames emanating from the 
engine compartment.

Harris, who swiftly respond-
ed to the scene, described the 
expedited efforts to contain 
the blaze. “The call came in 
at 4:35 p.m., and we were en 
route within a minute,” Har-
ris recounted. “Upon arrival 
at 4:40 p.m., our priority was 
to contain the fire, which had 
quickly spread.”

Despite the rapid interven-
tion, the exact cause of the 
fire remains uncertain. Harris 
speculated mechanical fail-
ure, citing the absence of a 
definitive explanation for the 
ignition. “While it’s tempting 
to attribute it to a backfire or 
battery issue, given the ab-
sence of a carburetor and a 
functional battery, we lean 
towards mechanical failure,” 
Harris stated.

The second car fire set off 
a chain of seven more calls 
back to back leaving SHFAD 
grappling with an onslaught 
of emergency calls and not 
enough equipment to re-
spond.

“Shortly after responding 
to the car fire, we found our-
selves inundated with a bar-
rage of emergency calls,” Har-
ris revealed. “Within the span 
of an hour, we received a total 
of seven calls, stretching our 
resources to the limit.”

Harris explained, “So we 
had the car fire, and I got off 

that scene at 5:42 p.m. We 
had another call at 5:58 p.m., 
which was a medical  call and 
then another one at 6:03 p.m. 
And that took both of my am-
bulances out of the district to 
go handle those calls. Then we 
received a smoke investiga-
tion call. The smoke investiga-
tion ended up only being some 
slag piles that were burning, 
but it took me a while to lo-
cate them. I was up there lo-
cating those at 6:17 p.m. While 
these other two medical calls 
were going, and while I was up 
there, three more calls came 
in at 6:30 p.m., 6:47 p.m., and 
then another at 6:57 p.m. for 
medical calls.”

Harris described the scene 
as a “juggling act,” with limited 
personnel and resources. 

“By 4:35 p.m., when the car 
fire call came in, our team was 
already stretched thin,” Harris 
explained. “The subsequent 
calls further strained our ca-
pacity to provide timely and 
comprehensive emergency 
services.”

Despite the challenges, Har-
ris and his team mobilized 
with remarkable efficiency, 
prioritizing critical calls and 
coordinating with neighbor-
ing fire departments to ad-
dress the surge in demand. 
Mutual aid agreements with 
nearby agencies, such as Leb-
anon and Albany, played a 
crucial role in augmenting 
SHFAD’s response capabilities 
during times of heightened 
need.

“Our partnerships with 
neighboring fire departments 
proved invaluable,” Harris ac-
knowledged. “Their assistance 
enabled us to maintain a level 
of service despite the over-
whelming volume of calls.”

Harris says the influx of 
calls on a daily basis is occur-
ring more and more frequent-
ly though he doesn’t attribute 
it to anything beyond regular 
every day calls. Harris said 
typically there are many times 
the battalion chief is alone at 
the station when they get calls 

or they may have just one oth-
er person with them. 

Harris stated for calls that 
they don’t have an ambulance 
right away for they will assess 
the emergency and determine 
the level of need for each pa-
tient to ensure the most seri-
ous cases are attended to first. 

“What we’ll do is we’ll go 
to the house of the call and 
check and make sure there’s 
no life saving measures that 
need to be made. If there’s 
not we continue on and a lot 
of the time I have the oppor-
tunity before that to pre-posi-
tion a Lebanon ambulance at 
Santiam Terrace. They come 
halfway down and they wait 
so they can guardian angel 
us, and they stay there,” ex-
plained Harris.

Harris said many times he 
will go to the scene to deter-
mine the level of need only to 
find Lebanon already on their 
way. “If I tell him no, don’t wor-
ry about it, they don’t need 
transport. They’ll turn around 
and go wait back at Santiam 
Terrace, at that halfway mark, 
but a lot of the time, I have to 
tell him yes, come on in, I need 
to transport this one.”

Harris explained that he 
will provide care until they get 
there explaining this is his best 
method of response during 
heavy call volume times. “If I 
was to take an ambulance and 
do that and then transport 
them, the next call might be a 
cardiac arrest where we need 
to have immediate action. It’s 
getting harder and harder to 
provide for that, so what we’ve 
done is established a relation-
ship with Lebanon and with 
Albany to handle the extra 
stress”

The SHFAD’s dispatchers 
play a critical role in ensuring 
there’s transportation avail-
able for all emergencies. “Our 
dispatchers are very good 
at making sure that we have 
some sort of coverage. At one 
point during that time, on the 
21st they said Lebanon doesn’t 
have any ambulances either. I 

said, well, I need something. 
And she goes, I’ll get one com-
ing from Albany. And she did. 
That Albany Medic Unit came 
right in and they took one of 
those patients for us.” 

He further explained, “It 
wasn’t a critical patient, it was 
someone that just needed to 
be transported to the hospital, 
luckily, but my Quick Reac-
tion Team (QRT) was running 
two other calls at the time to 
determine which one need-
ed the most immediate care. 
We’re out of ambulances at 
that point.”

Harris said, “It’s a relation-
ship between us and Lebanon, 
and it’s very rare that we have 
Albany in the mix but that day 
we did and they were right 
there. They helped us out.”

However, according to Har-
ris, the multiple incidents at 
once without enough equip-
ment to respond underscores 
SHFAD’s need for additional 
resources and staffing to en-
sure the community’s safety 
and well-being. 

Harris said, “We’re looking 

at it and trying to upstaff, but 
staffing is becoming difficult, 
it’s a matter of personnel and 
equipment is always an issue. 
We’re always fixing some-
thing or having something 
worked on and aging equip-
ment is always an issue. It’s a 
bit of a mix. SHFAD has been 
proud to consistently provide 
a service that we think we can 
maintain, but sometimes it’s 
by the skin of the skin of the 
teeth. It’s a little more often 
than I like, to be honest. 

Harris said SHFAD Chief 
Nick Tyler was also actively 
searching out other avenues 
to curtail and get in front of 
the issues they are facing. “I 
know what this bond that’s 
coming up, he’s trying to get in 
front of it with by providing a 
couple more ambulances and 
retaining some personnel.”

He also explained how the 
radios slotted in the bond 
SHFAD seeks in May will be a 
huge asset to the district espe-
cially when it comes to ensur-
ing everyone has assistance 
when it’s needed. “Just being 
able to talk to dispatch, there’s 
times, if I go 10 minutes out of 
town past Foster, there’s often-
times I’m talking to somebody 
at the station so that they can 
relay information to dispatch 
so that we can get extra units,” 
said Harris.

He further said, “I was hap-
py to have Lebanon and Al-
bany, at least available when 
they were and there was a 
point where there were 11 
calls and Lebanon said, ‘Hey, 
you’ve used all our ambulanc-
es, when yours gets free from 
the hospital, can we have it 
here?’ I said yes, we were trad-
ing ambulances at one point 
like cars.”

Harris said, “East Linn is 
just helping itself out and it’s a 
good thing we have those rela-
tionships with our neighbor-
ing fire departments.”

SUNDAY
March

28041 Pleasant Valley Rd. Sweet Home, OR 97386

Food 10 am to 4 pm | Winery 10 am to 6 pm

“The Mountaineer”
Eggs, bacon, sausage, & hash browns

Cherry Almond Cream filled crepes

Shrimp and Asparagus Quesadilla

Korean BBQ meatballs with kimchi

Roasted garlic tomato bisque

Banana cream cheesecake

Kids menu
Chicken fingers
Mac n cheese

For large orders or to go/pick up
call 541-409-9765�

BRUNCH
Easter Day

31ST

CAR FIRES
From page 1

Photo by Sky Chappell 
SHFAD battled an emblazed Corvette on March 17.
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agenda, a motion was made 
and seconded to approve 
the 2024-2025 calendar, sig-
naling progress in the bud-
get planning process within 
SHFAD.

Tyler provided updates on 
various administrative mat-
ters, including progress on 
paperwork filing for the dis-
trict’s bond. Tyler confirmed 
the official bond measure 
number, indicating that 
the necessary documenta-
tion had been filed with the 
county and was now avail-
able on the district’s web-
site. 

Transitioning to other ad-
ministrative tasks, Tyler in-
formed the board about the 
creation of press releases 
pertaining to upcoming dis-
cussions and initiatives. “I 
have three or four created. I 
want to go back through and 
look at it before I give you 
just kind of a press release 
from a global more isolated 
standpoint like this is what 
we’re going to talk about, 
this is what we’re going to 
talk about kinda thing,” 
Tyler said when speaking 
about how they would han-
dle the distribution of infor-
mation going forward.

Tyler provided an over-
view of the Exempt 
Non-Representative Em-
ployee Compensation 
Guide, explaining its signif-
icance in managing wages 
and benefits for employees 
not covered by union con-
tracts. 

“This goes back to about 
a year ago when we created 
this because we really had 
no way of capturing wages 
vacation, all that stuff be-
sides the union contract,” 
Tyler elaborated.

He told board members 

that while there were min-
imal changes to the guide, 
adjustments were made to 
align with the union’s wage 
increases. Additionally, Ty-
ler discussed updates re-
lated to specific positions 
within the district, includ-
ing the BCS (Brush Crew 
Supervisor) and assistant 
to the chief, ensuring that 
adjustments were made in 
accordance with contractu-
al obligations to maintain 
competitiveness in em-
ployee compensation. The 
board subsequently moved 
to approve the Represen-
tative Boyd compensation 
guideline with all members 
in favor.

Additionally, it was report-
ed the shop building was 
completed with a few minor 
items needing to be com-
pleted. Station 22 was re-
ported to be nearly finished, 
with custom signs being 
the only outstanding items. 
These signs, one backlit 

with the station number and 
the other illuminated from 
above with the district’s 
name, are set to be installed 
in the coming week. While 
a minor issue with paint on 
the main doors was noted, 
it was promptly addressed 
by contractors, ensuring 
the project remains on track 
and within budget. How-
ever, concerns were raised 
regarding equipment stor-
age during construction, as 
neighboring property own-
ers expressed grievances 
about potential easement 
violations.

It was also reported that 
LifeFlight conducted a 
training drill on March 7.  
Despite a slight communi-
cation hiccup resulting in 
two visits that day, the drill 
proceeded smoothly. Life-
Flight conducted a practice 
run, landing at the Fortnight 
complex before returning to 
SHFAD’s facility for further 
training. 

Notably, LifeFlight praised 
the landing zone and their 
ability to navigate the train-
ing without issue.

“They spoke very high-
ly of the designated zone; 
they said they can see it 
from the air. There were no 
weird thermals like he gets 
sometimes, the windsock 
was very visual. So for them 
to land by themselves in the 
middle of the day with busi-
nesses opened, that’s a good 
thing,” said Tyler.

The training included 
best practices for hot load-
ing patients, with partici-
pants expressing gratitude 
for the opportunity. It was 
confirmed that LifeFlight 
will return for additional 
training in a few months. 
Additionally, SHFAD com-
pleted pediatric advanced 
life support training, with 
commendations extended 
to the team for their suc-
cessful completion.

An update was provided 

for February training.  High-
lighted was the extensive 
training efforts undertak-
en by the district, including 
achieving 146 man-hours 
per shift for online drills, 
surpassing the target of 31 
hours. Notably, outstand-
ing training amounted to 
48 hours, with additional 
fire drills accounting for 40 
hours. Total hours of train-
ing for February tallied a to-
tal of 399.5 hours.

Tyler expressed satisfac-
tion with the training out-
comes, emphasizing the 
importance of prepared-
ness, particularly given the 
district’s busy month, which 
saw an average of nine and 
a half calls per day. He com-
mended the crews for their 
dedication to both emer-
gency response and train-
ing, ensuring the communi-
ty’s safety.

“We just had a very busy 
month with an average of 
nine and a half calls per day. 
Crews are doing good work 
both in theory and in train-
ing. It’s important to recog-
nize that,” said Tyler.

Also announced was that 
Lebanon Fire District is go-
ing to be hosting the Young 
Women’s Fire Academy 
again this year in June. The 
program which is for 14 to 
17 year old girls interested 
in the fire services, this will 
be their fifth year offering 
the academy. 

The academy will be held 
in their new training facility. 
It will consist of all female 
firefighters from around the 
valley.

Discussions also encom-
passed recruitment efforts, 
grant applications, and pol-
icy amendments. 

The next board meeting 
will be held on April 16, 
2024 at 7 p.m.

DIAL-A-BUS

SWEET HOME SHOPPER

CURB TO CURB IN SWEET HOME
MON-FRI 7 AM - 4 PM
CALL TO SCHEDULE
OFFICE HOURS 8-4

MON-SAT 9 AM - 4 PM
SHOP LOCAL- 4 TRIPS A DAY 

THROUGH TOWN

LINN SHUTTLE
MON-FRI 6 AM - 10 PM - 10 ROUTES PER DAY
SAT 7 AM - 7:30 PM - 6 ROUTES PER DAY
CALL FOR APPROVED FLAG STOPS

STUDENTS RIDE FREE WITH STUDENT ID  |  ALL OTHERS $1 PER TRIP
ELECTRONIC TICKETS - DOWNLOAD THE TOKEN TRANSIT APP: TOKENTRANSIT.COM
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE OFFICE OR ON THE BUS. 
ONLY CASH ACCEPTED BY DRIVERS (EXACT AMOUNT, NO CHANGE AVAILABLE)

SWEET HOME:
FOSTER
SH CITY HALL
HOY'S HARDWARE
13TH & KALMIA
SHEA POINT

LEBANON:
WALMART
LBCC
PARK & OAK

ALBANY:
LBCC MAIN CAMPUS
TRAIN STATION
HERITAGE MALL
DOWNTOWN
SAT ONLY: KOHL'S & WINCO

541-367-4775  |  LINNSHUTTLE.COM | F I N D  U S  O N  F A C E B O O K
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A FREE
CONCERT
by
World
Renowned
Violinist

Photo by Sky Chappell 
SHFAD Fire Chief Nick Tyler commended the district’s efforts to maintain call volumes as 
well as their training efforts while facing very challenging circumstances at the SHFAD board 
meeting.

FIRE BOARD
From page 5
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W I T H  S E N I O R  C E N T E R   N E W S  &  A C T I V I T E S !

An Imperfect Paradise Part Two
By Roberta McKern
For The New Era

We continue to consider 
the earlier history of the 
East Linn Museum area.  We 
first wondered what the first 
white pioneers encountered 
when they arrived in the ear-
ly 1850s.  They thought they 
had come to a virtually empty 
land as we have seen.  How-
ever, people had lived here 
but their numbers had been 
much reduced by disease.  We 
turn now to what we find in 
Oregon Archaeology, a book 
describing different excavat-
ed sites.

First, a couple of admis-
sions: For our area, the ar-
chaeological record in Or-
egon Archaeology is more 
limited than we wish.  Still, we 
can borrow from adjoining 

areas. Secondly, the Santiam 
people relied on wood, reeds 
and grasses for building their 
shelters, basket making and 
fashioning some clothing.  
These materials don’t survive 
long in our humid climate 
and are very unlikely to hold 
up well for archaeological 
context.

And so, what are we going 
to glean?  Some dates, for one 
thing.

A site the East Linn Mu-
seum can lay some claim to 
is the Cascadia Caves, up the 
South Santiam River to the 
east. The caves are located 
on the river’s north side, high 
up.  Two digs took place, one 
in the 1960s when plans were 
being made to flood the area 
behind a dam and a second 
time in 1988 after it had been 

decided not to flood Cascadia 
but to put the caves on the 
National Register of Historic 
Places.  The caves contained 
deposits 13 feet deep of ar-
chaeological value which in-
cluded what would become 
prototypical stone points and 
also petroglyphs.  The points 
notably associated with the 
caves, named Cascadia Points, 
are willow leaf in shape, 
about two inches long and 
made of chert, an agate type 
of rock, according to photo-
graphs. They’ve been found 
in other upland sites and are 
believed to have been used 
with atlatls. Those throwing 
sticks gave extra power to a 
shaft with a point fastened to 
one end when flung at prey.  
Atlatls preceded bows and ar-
rows by thousands of years.

Stone food processing tools 
like mortars and pestles, 
metates and manos, scrapers 
and drills along with particles 
of bone, seeds and hazel nut 
shells led archaeologists to 
believe the caves were used 
early on for generalized food 
processing and wood work-
ing.  Later the focus turned 
to processing game. Deer 
put venison on the menu 
throughout the site, but evi-
dence of fish was not found.

Dates taken from carbon 
fourteen tests on samples of 
charred wood and other or-
ganic material rated at 8,650, 
7,230 years and 5,650 years 
before the present time. In 
comparison, a Clovis point 
generally dated at 13,000 
years old was found near 
Fern Ridge and recently an 

Idaho site called Cooper’s 
Ferry has been dated as older 
than 16,000 years.  Too, 7,700 
years ago Mt. Mazama blew 
up leaving Crater Lake and 
spreading ash here.

How long people have been 
in the new world is still debat-
ed.  However, finding sites like 
Cooper’s Ferry and Cascadia 
Caves are real luck.  The early 
people are usually thought 
of as wanderers seeking ar-
eas of opportunity. They are 
often depicted as big game 
hunters taking mammoth, 
mastodon, ground sloth, the 
American horse and sending 
them into extinction with the 
help of volcanic activity and 
climate change. Likely these 
people acted as most adap-

See Paradise, Page 12
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Sweet Home 
Community Center

880 18th Ave 
(541) 367-4775

Senior Activity Center 
Hours:

Monday-Friday, 
8 a.m.- 4 p.m.

 Senior Center 
Board of Directors

Murya Scherer, President
Shirley Schumacher, Vice President

 Pam Barbee, Secretary
Sally Pelham, Treasurer

Jean Holcomb,  
Parliamentarian

Diane Anderson, Director
Danny Bidwell, Director
Ken Bronson, Director

Tonni Hutchinson, Director
Ruben Rivas, Director

Carliss Bates-Stanley, Director  
Dawn Mitchell, Executive Director 

TRANSPORTATION
Dial-A-Bus – The Sweet Home Dial-a-Bus is a curb-to-

curb transportation system within the Sweet Home area 
within the School District #55, from Crawfordsville to Cas-
cadia and as far west as Santiam Terrace. Rides are $1 with-
in a five-mile radius of our office at the Sweet Home Senior 
Center. Over five miles, the charge is $2. Ten ride tickets 
are available for $10. Caretakers riding with a passenger 
ride at no charge. Call 24 hours in advance to schedule a 
ride at (541) 367-4775.

Linn Shuttle – The Linn Shuttle operates on a scheduled 
route, traveling from Sweet Home with stops in Lebanon 
and Albany. It leaves 10 times a day, Monday through 
Friday, and six times a day on Saturdays, from the Sweet 
Home Senior Center  880 18th Ave. Any requests for route 
deviations must be cleared through the Transportation Di-
rector. Rides are $1 each way. Through an agreement be-
tween Linn-Benton Community College and Linn Shuttle, 
LBCC students ride free of charge upon showing their cur-
rent ID card. Multi-Ride tickets are available from the bus 
driver and at the office. The mission of the Linn Shuttle is 
to provide a safe transportation service that supports the 
economic, social, transportation and environmental needs 
of the community it serves.
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SWEET HOME SHOPPER

CURB TO CURB IN SWEET HOME
MON-FRI 7 AM - 4 PM
CALL TO SCHEDULE
OFFICE HOURS 8-4

MON-SAT 9 AM - 4 PM
SHOP LOCAL- 4 TRIPS A DAY 

THROUGH TOWN

LINN SHUTTLE
MON-FRI 6 AM - 10 PM - 10 ROUTES PER DAY
SAT 7 AM - 7:30 PM - 6 ROUTES PER DAY
CALL FOR APPROVED FLAG STOPS

STUDENTS RIDE FREE WITH STUDENT ID  |  ALL OTHERS $1 PER TRIP
ELECTRONIC TICKETS - DOWNLOAD THE TOKEN TRANSIT APP: TOKENTRANSIT.COM
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE OFFICE OR ON THE BUS. 
ONLY CASH ACCEPTED BY DRIVERS (EXACT AMOUNT, NO CHANGE AVAILABLE)

SWEET HOME:
FOSTER
SH CITY HALL
HOY'S HARDWARE
13TH & KALMIA
SHEA POINT

LEBANON:
WALMART
LBCC
PARK & OAK

ALBANY:
LBCC MAIN CAMPUS
TRAIN STATION
HERITAGE MALL
DOWNTOWN
SAT ONLY: KOHL'S & WINCO

541-367-4775  |  LINNSHUTTLE.COM | F I N D  U S  O N  F A C E B O O K
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tive humans have done, they 
ate what they could get with 
traps, snares, spears and at-
latls and serendipity.  There is 
no reason to think they would 
turn down huckleberries like 
those favored by the Kalapuy-
ans either.

It is interesting to think 
that people were somewhere 
around here 9,000 years ago 
at the end of the Ice Age 
when glacial melt waters im-
pounded behind ice dams 
burst through, flowing up the 
lowlands of the Willamette 
Valley from the Columbia 
River country.  That lake later 
contracted leaving behind 
the bogs and marshes favored 
by the Kalapuyan bands who 
would settle the tributaries 
feeding the Willamette.  We 
can easily call these devel-
oping semi sedentary home-
steaders the Camas Culture 
because one marker they left 
behind was the camas oven, 
often datable from charred 
bulbs. Basically, a camas oven 
was a pit lined with red hot 
stones on which camas bulbs 
and other food stuffs were 
layered with leaves and earth 
and hot stones to make the 
oven, which slowly roasted 
the camas left to cool over 
several days.  Archaeological-
ly, an oven left behind was a 
configuration of fire cracked 
rocks and remnants, perhaps, 
of burnt plant material.  Such 
an oven was excavated a few 
years ago on Oak Heights in 
Sweet Home.

This brings us to another 
archaeological site nearby, 
the 124 mounds between 
Brownsville and Albany.  
They are not generally buri-
al mounds, although some 
graves are associated with 
them.  In an excavated one, 

however, two men were found 
with a whalebone club be-
tween them and twenty-five 
points among their bones.  
The question arose, were the 
points grave offerings or were 
the men victims carrying 
their sources of death into 
the graves.

Many of the mounds turned 
out to be middens built up by 
years of household occupa-
tion in the same spot or from 
having camas ovens repeat-
edly set on top of older oven 
sites.  The Calapooia mounds 
date back about 1500 years to 
the early half of the 800s.

Back to the early pioneers, 
the Ames, Gilliland, Pickens 
and Wiley families.

When the Ames called 
their stopping place “Para-
dise Camp” none of them 
likely recognized the man-
agement Santiam and other 
Kalapuyan bands had used 
to shape the meadows of the 
Willamette Valley and its 
tributaries.  Considering the 
boggy nature of the big valley, 
first coming pioneers saw the 
cleared foothills as drier and 
more desirable when they 
traveled up tributaries like 
the Calapooia and Santiam. 
Manageable meadows proved 
attractive to settlers who did 
not understand these were 
products of human ingenuity.

These meadows were the 
result of seasonal burnings 
now thought to have been 
controlled by Kalapuyan 
women.  Low intensity fires 
cleared the meadows of many 
unwanted plants while en-
couraging others which pro-
duced edible seeds and some-
times actually flourished 
better when fire was used.  
Too, these fires cleared out the 
brush under the more resis-
tant oak trees and made col-
lecting acorns easier.  Along 
with camas, acorns ranked 
high on the menu.  And more 

importantly, fire promoted 
the spread of camas lilies.

Later, pioneers who settled 
on fire-cleared meadows 
complained about how fast 
many filled in by encroaching 
brush and trees.  Meanwhile, 
their hogs thrived while they 
uprooted camas bulbs and 
munched on acorns, both sta-
ples of the Santiam.

Native American use of 
fire in managing the lands 
around them is now more 
recognized.  Likely a dividend 
of burning appreciated by the 
Santiam and others, roasted 
grasshoppers, tasty tidbits 
would not have been relished 
by the settlers either.  But the 
Kalapuyan people had had 
thousands of years in which 
to adapt to ecological advan-
tages like this use of fire.

But, before white settlers 
moved in was all peaceful?  
No.

Around two thousand years 
ago, the proliferation of small, 
very sharp obsidian points 
came into the record signal-
ing a switch from use of the 
atlatl to the bow and arrow.  
The bow and arrow had real 
advantages in comparison 
with the atlatl or throwing 
stick.  When an atlatl was 
used a person became visible 
because the user had to have 
room in which to fling it send-
ing the shaft on its way.  With 
the bow and arrow, the user 
could act from concealment 
and did not have to be in the 
open.  Importantly, a smaller 
point on an arrow shaft could 
be as effective as the larger, 
heavier spear point used with 
the atlatl.  The use of obsidian 
to make them meant a higher 
production rate calling for 
less material, a win/win espe-
cially for the more aggressive.

The archaeological record 
shows how the Kalapuyan 
reliance on a dependable sta-
ple, camas, led to increased 
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populations which promoted 
emphasis on territorial pre-
rogatives which in turn led 
to warfare over who owned 
what.  Different bands might 
be lenient on trespassers in 
some instances, but if it in-
volved taking of game, pun-
ishment could be lethal.

Some Kalapuyans hunted 
other bands, too, like the 
Umpqua and Tualatin.  They 
hunted various Kalapuyan 
neighbors for enslavement.  
Slaves were welcomed prod-
ucts for other tribes on the 
Columbia.

People here had several 
places from which to obtain 
the black, volcanic glass that 
was becoming increasingly 
desired.  They could trade for 
it or trek to eastern Oregon 
sources like Newberry Cra-
ter and Obsidian Cliffs.  Tests 
now show archaeologists 
where sources for different 
obsidian used in tool making 
can be found.

Although obsidian may 
have become the stone of 
first choice, points for weap-
ons and other tools still used 
other types of stone.  Op-
portunity lay on gravel bars 
where agate, jasper, agatized 
petrified wood and fine-
grained basalt can still be 

found.  Basalt is usually as-
sociated by us with the stone 
bowls, pestles, metates and 
mauls and other heavier 
tools such as those found in 
the East Linn Museum.  Like 
most rocks around here, ba-
salt is of volcanic origin and 
predominates in the Cascade 
Range.

Now these stone imple-
ments are a reminder of 
people who once lived here.  
Because of diseases they 
had never encountered, they 
lacked protective immunity.  
Those who remained had to 
recreate their past as best 
they could without assis-
tance of the memory keep-
ers who fell victim to illness 
introduced by outsiders, the 
white traders, trappers, sail-
ors and, possibly, missionar-
ies who brought unexpected 
change.

The settlers who came here 
from the east, the Ames, Gil-
liland, Pickens and Wiley 
families included, believed 
they acted in line with their 
government’s wishes to con-
trol territory recently ac-
quired by treaty from Great 
Britain.  They saw our area 
as being open to homestead 
claims of 320 acres for a sin-
gle man and 640 acres if he 

had a wife.  To them the land 
looked empty and available.

Little regard was given to 
the history of a people who 
had lived here for thousands 
of years. We have grown 
more sympathetic and ar-
chaeology helps understand 
a part of the physical past but 
much has been lost.  What, 
we wonder, caused fish not to 
be found in the cultural lay-
ers of the Cascadia Caves and 
in the Calapooia Middens?  
We have missed a richness of 
life not reobtainable.

When the Ames family 
came upon the Sweet Home 
meadows and called their 
stopping point “Paradise 
Camp” they did not realize 
a paradise was being lost by 
the few Santiam people re-
maining. Even yet, we can see 
something of their passage 
when a stone artifact perhaps 
hundreds or even thousands 
of years old is found and 
when we see camas blooming 
in fields and along roadways 
as blue as the bluest sky.

Still, we must add, our 
knowledge at the museum is 
scant and it can be changed 
by findings of new records of 
a truly serendipitous archae-
ological dig.  

Come and visit.
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Pressure Washing

& Landscaping

Public Notices

Statewide NoticesStatewide Notices

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
STATE OF OREGON FOR THE COUNTY 

OF LINN
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
CHARLENE GALE MILLER, Deceased.
Case No. 24PB01744 NOTICE TO IN-
TERESTED PERSONS
Notice is hereby given that Ju-
lie Spencer has been appointed 
and has qualified as the person-
al representative of the es-
tate. All persons having claims 
against the estate are here-
by required to present their 
claims, within four months after 
the date of first publication of 
this notice, as stated below, to 
the personal representative at: 
1275 Main Street or P. O. Box 
486, Sweet Home, Oregon 97386, 
or the claims may be barred.
All persons whose rights may be 
affected by the proceedings in 
this estate may obtain addition-
al information from the records 
of the Court, the personal rep-
resentative, or the attorney for 
the personal representative.
Dated and first published: March 
13, 2024
Personal Representative Julie 
Spencer
Attorney for Personal Represen-
tative
Robert Snyder
Attorney at Law
541-367-5191
(Mar 13 - Mar 27)_______________

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE
CONTENTS OF STORAGE ARE MISC 
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS
Unit A19 Jake Bangot
Auction ends April 22nd, 2024 
@10am on www.bid13.com
AMES CREEK STORAGE
898 MAIN STREET
SWEET HOME, 97386
541-367-4727
www.amescreekstorage.com
(Mar 27 - Apr 3)_______________
City of Lebanon Public Hearing 
Notice
Proposed Utility Rate Adjust-
ments for Stormwater Drainage, 
Water and Wastewater
The Lebanon City Council will 
hold a public hearing at their 
regular meeting on April 10, 
2024 at 6:00 p.m. to consider 
utility rate adjustments for 
stormwater drainage, water and 
wastewater.  The meeting will 
be held at the Santiam Travel 
Station, 750 South 3rd Street, 
Lebanon OR 97355.
Members of the public may sub-
mit written comments regard-
ing the proposed utility rate 
adjustments by emailing the 
City Recorder at city.recorder@
lebanonoregon.gov.   Emailed 
comments must be received by 
5:00 p.m. on April 9, 2024.  
Comments can also be mailed to 
Attn: City Recorder, City of 
Lebanon, 925 S. Main Street, 
Lebanon, OR 97355.  Mailed com-
ments must be received by April 
9, 2024. The proposed utility 
rate adjustment resolutions 
will be available online in the 
City Council Packet by April 5, 
2024 at https://www.ci.lebanon.
or.us/citycouncil/page/city-
council-work-session-and-regu-
lar-session
(Mar 27)_______________________

SERVICES: DIVORCE $130. Complete 
preparation. Includes children, 
custody, support, property and 
bills division. No court ap-
pearances. Divorced in 1-5 weeks 
possible.
503-772-5295. www.parale-
galalternatives.com legalalt@
msn.com.

SERVICES: Is 2024 your year? 
We’re here for it and here for 
you. Reach your goals this year 
with WeightWatchers. Get start-
ed with THREE months FREE, visit 
www.weightwatchersoffer.com/39.

SERVICES: Alaska, Europe, Ha-
waii plus dozens of other pop-
ular trips! Starting at $1649 

Pressure Washing &
Landscape Maintenance

Full Service
Residential & Commercial 

Free Estimates 541-908-2211
(Mar 6 - June 5)________________

MADE IN THE U.S.A.

1.855.483.1089
FREE ESTIMATEFREE ESTIMATE

Expires 3/31/2024

Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE  
when tackling your roof!

Before After

TAKE AN ADDITIONALTAKE AN ADDITIONAL

Additional savings for military, health 
workers and fi rst responders

10%  OFF
ON YOUR INSTALLATIONON YOUR INSTALLATION
50%  OFF

LimitedLimited TimeTime Offer! Offer! 
SAVE!SAVE!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other 
restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions 
may apply and the offer may not available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS 
text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affi liates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding 
if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All 
rights reserved. License numbers available at eriemetalroofs.com/erie-licenses/.

Up to

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  - 
valued at $535.

Call 877-557-1912 to 
schedule your free quote!

&

Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make

Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:

Price per person based on double occupancy plus $299 tax service/gov’t fees. Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. 
Add-on airfare with transfers available from most major gateways. Call for details.

12 DAYS:
MAY-SEPT 2024 
DEPARTURES

Starting at
$2149 $1899

Grand Alaskan
Cruise & Tour

USE PROMO CODE: YMT2024
1-877-230-4828

8AM-8PM EST MON-FRI

Brought to you by DISH

Get Boost Infinite
1-844-955-3417

Plans starting at $25/mo

Unlimited Talk, Text and Data

America's Smartest Network

Smart Switching Between 3 Wireless
Networks

INFINITELY BETTER WIRELESS!

Get the latest iPhone every year
with unlimited wireless for�60/mo

iPhone 15 included with no trade-in needed to get started

Unlimited Talk, Text and Data

Free upgrade to the latest iPhone EVERY YEAR.

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be 
combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 3/31/24. Each dealership 
is independently owned and operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who 
qualify. See your dealer for details. ©2024 BCI Acrylic, Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 847-9778CALL 
NOW

OFFER EXPIRES 3/31/2024

$1000 OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
For 18 Months**

AND

FAX  • COPIES • NOTARY

YOUR NEWSPAPERS 
EXTENDED SERVICES

1313 Main Street, Sweet Home | 541-367-2135 • sweethomenews.com

The New Era

Fax machine? People still use those? Yes they do! 
The New Era is one of the last business’ in Sweet 

Home to have a functioning fax machine when you 
need to use it we will be here.

Newspapers aren’t the only old-school thing we do...

per person (double occupancy 
req’d.) YMT Vacations plans ev-
erything, leaving you to relax 
and enjoy. 
Call 1-877-230-4828 for more de-
tails. Use promo code YMT2024 
for $250 off. Limited time only. 

SERVICES: Eliminate gutter 
cleaning forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced debris-block-
ing gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate to-
day. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-536-8838.

SERVICES: Call LeafGuard and say 
goodbye to gutter cleaning for 
good. No cleaning. No leaking. 
No water damage. No more ladder 
accidents. 
Get LeafGuard today and be pro-
tected for life. FREE estimate. 
Financing available. 20% off to-
tal purchase (Restrictions may 
apply.) Call 1-844-345-1537.

SERVICES: Prepare for power out-
ages today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now to 
receive a FREE 7-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase* 
Call 1-877-557-1912 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s not 
just a generator. It’s a power 
move.

SERVICES: The Generac PWRcell, 
a solar plus battery storage 
system. SAVE money, reduce your 
reliance on the grid, prepare 
for power outages and power your 
home. 
Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no obli-
gation, quote today. Call 1-844-
989-2328.

SERVICES: Replace your roof 
with the best looking and lon-
gest lasting material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles 
and multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer up to 50% 
off installation + Additional 
10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-855-483-1089.

SERVICES: Get Boost Infinite! Un-
limited Talk, Text and Data For 
Just $25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low Price! 
Call Today and Get The Latest 
iPhone Every Year On Us! 844-
955-3417.

SERVICES: Switch and save up to 
$250/year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no hidden 
fees. 
Unlimited talk and text with 
flexible data plans. Premium na-
tionwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based customer ser-
vice. For more information, call 
1-877-916-0803.

SERVICES: Get DISH Satellite TV 
+ Internet!  Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-De-
mand Movies, Plus Limited Time 
Up To $600 In Gift Cards. 

Statewide Notices

Call Today! 1-866-373-9175.

SERVICES: DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite live TV, 
sports and local channels. 99% 
signal reliability! CHOICE Pack-
age, $84.99/mo for 12 months. 
HBO Max and Premium Channels 
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No annual 
contract, no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 
1-855-602-2009.

SERVICES: Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 855-
839-0752.

SERVICES: Safe Step. North Amer-
icaÂ’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for 
a limited time! 
Call today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-833-395-1433.

SERVICES: The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 1 day. 
Limited Time Offer - $1000 off 
or No Payments and No Interest 
for 18 months for customers who 
qualify. BCI Bath & Shower. 
Many options available. Quali-
ty materials & professional in-
stallation. Senior & Military 
Discounts Available. Call To-
day! 1-844-847-9778.

SERVICES: Wesley Financial 
Group, LLC. Timeshare Cancella-
tion Experts. Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. 
Get free informational package 
and learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 
positive reviews. Call 844-487-
0221.

SERVICES: Stroke and Cardiovas-
cular disease are leading causes 
of death, according to the Amer-
ican Heart Association. 
Screenings can provide peace of 
mind or early detection! Contact 
Life Line Screening to schedule 
your screening. 
Special offer - 5 screenings for 
just $149. Call 1-844-655-0972.

MISCELLANEOUS: Make a tax-sav-
vy move this holiday season 
and year-end! Donate your car, 
truck, boat, RV, and more to 
champion our veterans. 
Arrange a swift, no-cost vehi-
cle pickup and secure a gener-
ous year-end tax deduction. Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-866-
695-9265 today!

MISCELLANEOUS: Get your deduc-
tion ahead of the year-end! Do-
nate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. 
Arrange a swift, no-cost vehi-
cle pickup and secure a generous 
year-end tax credit. 
Call Heritage for the Blind To-
day at 1-844-533-9173 today!

When you need to get your important documents 
copied, signed and notarized we will be here.
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Linn Shuttle & Sweet Home Dial-A-Bus

$1
PER RIDE

zero-impact removal,
precision timber felling, pruning, 
cabling install and maintenance, 

hazard tree maintenance and 
limb removal, driveway clearing 

plus brush clean up.

Here at BTM Tree Service, we 
specialise in maintaining the health 

of your tree but when they need 
removing we also have you covered.

458-209-6580

Bruce Tree
Monkeys
tree service

Riley Watkins Signs to 
South Western University

By Sky Chappell
Of The New Era

Riley Watkins was the most 
recent Husky to complete a 
college signing, signing for 
Southwestern Oregon Com-
munity College (SWOCC). 
Her signing marks the third 
signing this year for Sweet 
Home Wrestling, with two 
more to come. 

“When I joined wrestling I 
did not plan on wrestling [at] 
the next level at all, unfortu-
nately I didn’t enjoy wrestling 
[at first] because all I did was 
get beat up by my practice 
partners; Paige Chafin, Zoey 
Erivia and Bailey Chafin,” 
Watkins said. 

Wrestling, however, was an 
all too familiar sport for Wat-
kins. Her older brothers, Rob-
ert and Kyle both wrestled 
under the same program. Ac-
cording to head coach Steve 
Thorpe, the boys were very 
accomplished wrestlers. 

“This year I put in the ex-
tra work and wanted it more 
than I ever had before,” Wat-
kins said. “I started to find joy 
in the hard parts and I just 

love the feeling of winning. I 
wanted to continue.” 

Watkins had 32 career falls, 
was a regional champion pin-
ning her way through, and 
placed second at the OSAA 
4A/3A/2A/1A Special District 
2 wrestling championship. 

Thorpe had nothing but 
praises for his wrestler. “I’m 
very proud of her. She had 
different adversities and she 
exemplifies by example what 
it means to overcome adver-
sity. I’ve always said, how you 
respond to adversity marks 
your character and she’s a 
young lady that is going to 
do great things in her life. I’m 
very excited for her.” 

“These kids go through it all 
for me. These aren’t just some 
kids I coach on a team, these 
are kids that become mine. 
We go through a lot of battles 
together and when you have 
struggles together you build 
that family feel,” Thorpe said. 

Watkins is excited to prog-
ress to the next level, along 
with her best friend Kaylene 
Zajic, who also signed to 
SWOCC earlier this year. Wat-

kins surprised Zajic at this 
signing, who was unaware 
of the location in which Wat-
kins would be attending. 

“Southwestern stood out 
to me more than the other 
colleges that were looking at 
me because my best friend 
Kaylene was going to wrestle 
[at the] next level there,” Wat-
kins said. 

“I am beyond excited and 
less worried now that I get to 
experience my first years of 
adult life with the person I’ve 
been closest with since 7th 
grade,” Zajic said. “Not every-
one gets to experience this 
but I’m so happy I get to.”

Watkins’ signing laminates 
the legacy of accomplish-
ments the Sweet Home Wres-
tling program continues to 
produce. 

Watkins plans to study 
business for the two years 
she plans to attend SWOCC. 
Following that, she wants to 
go into cosmetology and be-
come a hairstylist, to help her 
get closer to her goal of open-
ing her own hair business.

Photo by Sky Chappell 
Rylie Watkins and Kaylene Zajic following Watkins signing for Southwestern Oregon Com-
munity College.
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Sweet Home's track and field 
squad got its competitive sea-
son rolling Thursday, March 
21, with second-place finish-
es by the boys and girls at the 
Stayton Relays. 

“A lot of promising stuff,” 
Head Coach Nathan Whitfield 
said. “I feel really great about 
it.” 

The Stayton meet was con-
ducted differently than typical 
high school track meets, with 
no individual running events. 
Instead, those were incorpo-
rated into relay events in 100, 
200, 400, 800, and 4,000-meter 
distances and a 100 hurdles 
relay event for the girls. 

“It wasn't a normal meet 
with (all the track events)  be-
ing relays, but the times they 
recorded – we were getting 
hand times on their splits. I 
was really excited about what 
I saw,” Whitfield said. 

“We were able to put a lot of 
kids in a lot of different scenar-
ios that they don't normally 
see. We can get a good look, a 
good idea of what they're actu-
ally capable of, get some great 
looks at what they can do.” 

Sweet Home's boys lost the 
baton in the 4x100 relay, but 
roared back to take the 4x200, 
freshman Ryker Burr, soph-
omore Dillan Davis, junior 
Chase Cameron and senior 
Kyle Sieminski combining to 
win that race in 1:38.34, and 
Burr, freshman Landon Murry, 
Davis and Sieminski winning 
the 4x400 in 3:44.54. 

“The 4x4's looked really 
good, especially the guys,” 
Whitfield said. “They were fly-
ing. We had a couple of kids 
running not quite at 100 per-
cent but they still had great 
times. 

“The girls were pretty tired – 
it was their last race of the day, 

but they still did great.” 
The Husky boys also won 

the 4x800, freshmen Kason 
Koenig-Walters and Hunter 
Clark, sophomore Keagan Vo-
gel and junior Kasey Kast com-
bining to run 9:46.90, 28 sec-
onds ahead of second-place 
Stayton. Those four also won 
the 4,000-meter distance med-
ley relay in 12:32.88. 

Cascade's girls swept all 
three short relays, while Sweet 
Home's girls B team of junior 
Jenaya Mcelhinny and fresh-
men Emry Vannice, Khloe 
Wood and Aivaih Duran won 
the 800-meter sprint medley 
relay in 2:06.27. Sweet Home's 
girls team of sophomore Mck-
enzie Miller, junior Natiyah 
Koenig-Walters and seniors 
Lydia Wright and Rylee Mar-
kell won the 4,000-meter dis-
tance medley relay in 14:31.34. 

“Our distance crew, both 
sides, just absolutely tore up 
the track,” Whitfield said. 
“They won all their races. 
There were great improve-
ments from both upper class-
men and lower classmen.” 

The sole individual winner 
for the Sweet Home girls was 
sophomore Delainie Pratt in 
the pole vault, clearing 6-6.

Freshman Gavin Tyler won 
the shot for the boys, with 
a personal-best 40-1 – with 
teammate Dylan Sharp finish-
ing second, literally one inch 
behind Tyler. Senior Colin 
Nicholson picked up not far 
from where he left off in an 
injury-shortened season last 
year, clearing 6-0 to win the 
high jump. 

“Colin had a good high 
jump,” Whitfield said. “We 
went 1-2 in the shot – you 
can't complain about that, an 
inch apart. We're getting close 
to PRs with some of our veter-
ans on girls side in the javelin. 
We even had a surprise in the 

girls discus with Mailey Brew-
er.”

Brewer, a freshman, finished 
fifth in that event with a throw 
of 70-10, a 6½-foot PR in her 
second high school meet.  

“Jess Martineau had a good 
shot put,” Whitfield add-

ed, “and we've got Conner 
(Pace, who posted his second 
straight personal best with a 
second-place throw of 119-0) 
coming on strong in the dis-
cus.”

Following Spring Break this 
week, the Huskies will be back 

in action at 4 p.m. Thursday, 
April 4, at home against New-
port, and then will compete 
Saturday, April 6, at the 16-
team Sandy Invitational, with 
some athletes competing that 
day in the Cobra Memorial 
Meet.

1234 Long Street | Sweet Home | 541 367-6161

Easter Morning Service at 10:00 AM

Children will stay with
parents for an interactive 

family experience.
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Stayton Relay
BOYS RESULTS
Team Scores – (1) Cascade 64; 
(2) Sweet Home 57; (3) Kennedy 
30½; (4) Stayton 29½.  
Top Three and Sweet Home 
Results
* Personal Best Time/Mark
4x100 Relay – (1) Cascade A 
46.44; (2) Stayton A 47.98; (3) 
Sweet Home B (Conner Stevens, 
Nick Larson, Elisha Scofield, 
Dillan Davis) 49.61; (Sweet Home 
A dropped baton). 
4x200 Relay – (1) Sweet Home 
A (Ryker Burr, Dillan Davis, Kyle 
Sieminski, Chase Cameron) 
1:38.34; (2) Kennedy 1:43.25; (3) 
Sweet Home B (Conner Stevens, 
Nick Larson, Kaeson Walker, 
Landon Murry) 1:45.14.
4x400 Relay – (1) Sweet Home A 
(Ryker Burr, Landon Murry, Dillan 
Davis, Kyle Sieminski) 3:44.54; 
(2) Cascade 3:51.03; (3) Stayton 
3:52.47.
4x800 Relay – (1) Sweet Home A 
(Kasey Kast, Kason Koenig-Wal-
ters, Hunter Clark, Keagan Vogel) 
9:46.90; (2) Stayton 10:14.79l; 
(3) Cascade 10:23.95; (5) Sweet 
Home B (Izack Slayer, Jim Nunn 
(Morgan), Kyle Porter, Boden 
Sayer) 11:22.39. 
800 Sprint-Medley Relay – (1) 
Stayton 1:46.12; (2) Cascade 
1:46.15; (3 Sweet Home A 
(Landon Murry, Chase Camer-
on, Dillan Davis, Kyle Sieminski 
1:49.69.
4000 Distance Medley Relay 
– (1) Sweet Home A (Kason Koe-
nig-Walters, Kasey Kast, Hunter 
Clark, Keagan Vogel) 12:32.88; 
(2) Stayton 12:47.13; (3) Cascade 
12:51.45; (5) Sweet Home B (Jim 
Nunn, Christian Justham, Kyle 
Porter, Izack Slayter) 14:03.91.
Shot Put –  (1) Gavin Tyler (SH) 
40-1*; (2) Dylan Sharp (SH) 40-
0*; (3) Bryce May (C) 37-8; (9) 
Jackson Barringer (SH) 33-2*; 
(11) Conner Pace (SH) 32-11*; 
(17) Jon Hart (SH) 31-1; (24) Liam 
Martin (SH) 26-7*; (29) Payton 
Messmer (SH) 24-10; (32) Taren 
Greunke (SH) 22-0; (33) Marley 
Ortiz (SH) 20-11*. 
Discus – (1) Bryce May (C) 124-2; 
(2) Conner Pace (SH) 119-0*; (3) 
Jacob Gehley (C) 115-1; (11) Dylan 
Sharp (SH) 91-8; (12) Jon Hart 
(SH) 88-9; (16) Gavin Tyler (SH) 
82-8*; (17) Kason Koenig-Walters 
(SH) 82-7*; (25) Joab Zeek (SH) 
65-9*; (27) Gunnar Summers 
(SH) 65-0*; (28) Liam Martin 
(SH) 64-11½*; (29-tie) Jackson 
Barringer (SH), Payton Messmer 
(SH) 63-3 (PR for Messmer); (33) 
Taren Greunke (SH) 62-3*; (36) 

Henry Jones (SH) 56-1*; (38) 
Memphis Gay (SH) 49-8½; (40) 
Marley Ortiz (SH) 38-0*.    
Javelin – (1) Brooks Rasmussen 
(C) 160-8½; (2) Elijah Traeger 
(K) 156-2; (3) Charles McFer-
ron (C) 136-3; (6) Laird Pettner 
(SH) 124-8*; (7) Rickey Erickson 
(SH) 118-2; (9) Gavin Tyler (SH) 
109-11; (12) Kaeson Walker (SH) 
99-10½*; (14) Boden Sayer (SH) 
93-5*; (16) Joab Zeek (SH) 90-1*; 
(18) Memphis Gay (SH) 85-7* (19) 
Blake Arthur (SH) 85-4; (20) Lu-
kas Thompson (SH) 80-8*; (23) 
Gunnar Summers (SH) 77-0*; 
(24) Payton Messmer (*SH) 75-8.   
High Jump – (1) Colin Nicholson 
(SH) 6-0; (2) Kaden Holm (S) 5-2; 
(3) Stephen Handran (K) 4-10; (8) 
Elisha Scofield (SH) 4-2. 
Pole Vault – (1) Sam Duda (K) 
10-0; (2-tie) Roman Shreves (SH), 
Andrew Moore (C), Harrison 
Sumpter (C) 6-6.
Long Jump – (1) Josiah Hawkins 
(C) 19-11; (2) Sam Duda (K) 18-0; 
(3) Brycen Schaan (S) 17-8; (8) 
Nick Larson (SH) 15-10*; (10) 
Elisha Scofield (SH) 14-10*; (11) 
Christian Justham (SH) 14-9*; 
(12) Logan Estep (SH) 14-4*; (16) 
Domynic Daniel (SH) 13-1*. 
Triple Jump – (1) Stephen Han-
dran (K) 35-0; (2) Laird Pettner 
(SH) 33-5*; (3) Wyatt Bird (C) 
27-1. 

GIRLS RESULTS
Team Scores – (1) Cascade 67; 
(2) Sweet Home 44; (3-tie) Ken-
nedy, Stayton 33. 
Top Three and Sweet Home 
Results
4x100 Relay –  (1) Cascade 51.13; 
(2) Stayton 55.23; (3) Sweet 
Home A (Delainie Pratt, Amara 
Gonzales, Hannah Nicholson, 
Brooke Elder) 56.30; (6) Sweet 
Home B (Jenaya Mcelhinny, 
Emry Vannice, Abygail Foss, 
Emily Ramussen) 1:00.67; (7) 
Sweet Home C (Beatrice Reeve, 
Sophia Stock, Samantha Pinea 
Villa, Aivaih Duran) 1:01.32; (10) 
Mckenzie Olheiser, Madison 
Olheiser, Ally Downs, Amelia 
Berg) 1:06.83. 
4x200 Relay – (1) Cascade 
1:49.49; (2) Kennedy 2:00.42; (3) 
Jenaya Mcelhinny, Hannah Nich-
olson, Amara Gonzales, Brooke 
Elder) 2:02.22; (5) Sweet Home 
B (Amelia Berg, Emry Vannice, 
Aivaih Duran, Beatrice Reeve) 
2:15.16); (6) Sweet Home C 
(Madison Olheiser, Sophia Stock, 
Mckenzie Olheiser, Samantha 
Pineda Villa) 2:19.12. 
4x400 Relay – (1) Cascade 

4:16.32; (2) Stayton 4:33.52; (3) 
Sweet Home A (Lydia Wright, 
Hannah Nicholson, Natiyah 
Koenig-Walters, Brooke Elder) 
4:45.38. 
4x800 Relay – (1) Stayton 
11:45.87; (2) Sweet Home 
(Mckenzie Miller, Rylee Markell, 
Miu Simmons, Michelle Slayton) 
12:17.25; (3) Cascade 12:42.11. 
800 Sprint-Medley Relay – (1) 
Sweet Home B (Jenaya Mcelhin-
ny, Emry Vannice, Khloe Wood, 
Aivaih Duran (SH) 2:06.27; (2) 
Cascade  2:11.34; (3) Kennedy 
2:16.73; (4) Sweet Home A (De-
lainie Pratt, Hannah Nicholson, 
Amara Gonzales, Brooke Elder) 
2:21.95.
4000 Distance Medley Relay 
– (1) Sweet Home A (Mckenzie 
Miller, Natiyah Koenig-Walters, 
Lydia Wright, Rylee Markell) 
14:31.34; (2) Stayton 14:37.50; (3) 
Kennedy 14:44.39; (4) Cascade 
16:10.00. 
4x100 Shuttle Hurdles – (1) 
Kennedy 1:12.63; (2) Cascade 
1:17.99; (3) Sweet Home (names 
not available) 1:26.19. 
Shot Put – (1) Kalina Saechao 
(C) 35-10½; (2) Molli Emmert (S) 
31-4; (3) Brayley Ford (C) 29-4; 
(5) Jess Martineau (SH) 27-11; (6) 
Emma Durrett (SH) 27-3*;  (11)
Mailey Brewer (SH) 23-0½; (13) 
Alyssa Peterson (SH) 20-11*; (17) 
Mahala Gourley Webster (SH) 15-
11; (18) Timber Nobles (SH) 15-1*.  
Discus – (1) Tia Allen (K) 117-1; (2) 
Kalina Saechao (C) 100-10; (3) 
Alexie Nussbaumer (S) 93-7; (5) 
Mailey Brewer (SH) 70-10*; (9) 
Emma Durrett (SH) 63-9*; (12) 
Alyssa Peterson (SH) 56-3*; (15) 
Jess Martineau (SH) 52-8; (16) 
Mahala Gourley Webster (SH) 
53-11*; (17) Timber Nobles (SH) 
33-8*. 
Javelin – (1) Brayley Ford (C) 110-
3½; (2) Olivia Frizelle (C) 108-3; 
(3) Peyton Markell (SH) 98-4; (6) 
Abygail Foss (SH) 79-2; (7) Rylee 
Markell (SH) 70-6½; (8) Emily 
Ramussen (SH) 70-2.   
High Jump – No Sweet Home 
athletes recorded a height. 
Pole Vault – (1) Delainie Pratt (SH) 
6-6; (2) Riley Paden (C) 6-0; (3) 
Natiyah Koenig-Walters (SH) 5-6. 
Long Jump – (1) Charlee Traeger 
(K) 14-0½; (2) Peyton Freeborn 
(C) 13-5; (3) Amara Gonzales 
(SH) 13-3; (4) Beatrice Reebe 
(SH) 12-11; (5) Khloe Wood (SH) 
12-5; (6) Sophia Stock (SH) 12-3*; 
(8) Emry Vannice (SH) 10-3.   
Triple Jump – No Sweet Home 
entrants.

Newcomers, Veterans Post ‘Promising’ Results in Track at Stayton


