
By Sarah Brown
Of The New Era

A handful of volunteers 
from Sweet Home Fire and 
Ambulance District took a 
week to boost their fire fight-
ing skills by attending the an-
nual Mid-Willamette Valley 
Interagency Wildland Fire 
School as they set their sights 
on the district’s new Wildland 
Fire Division program.

SHFAD volunteer Jake He-
pler was among those who at-
tended Fire School last week.

“Sweet Home runs good pro-
grams. I’m very excited about 
what they have coming up,” he 
said about the district’s wild-
land program.

About 170 wildland firefight-
ers and instructors converged 
on Sweet Home High School 
for the annual Fire School June 
24-28, hosted by the Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM), Or-
egon Department of Forestry 
(ODF), US Fish and Wildlife 
Service, and US Forest Service.

Five of SHFAD’s approxi-
mately 30 volunteers partic-
ipated in the program to be 
more qualified to apply for a 
position in the district’s new 
Wildland Fire Division, which 

is expected to hire a hand crew 
of up to 15 people next month.

Fire Chief Nick Tyler said the 
cutting edge program is peak-
ing interest among many fire-
fighters.

Isaiah Harris, who’s been 
volunteering with SHFAD for 

almost a year now, said he 
moved from a career path at 
Dutch Bros. to a career in fire-
fighting because he likes the 
camaraderie and “boy stuff” it 
offers.

“I’ve always been commu-
nity-oriented,” Harris said. 

“Just knowing the people that 
you’re in the town with and 
being able to see them every-
day and do this kind of stuff is 
fun.”

Along with his Sweet Home 

By Sky Chappell
Of The New Era

The Sugar Vibes Do-
nut Company has recently 
brought to light an issue they 
faced during the COVID pan-
demic. 

OSHA received complaints 
back in 2021 of employees not 
wearing masks. Shortly after 
these complaints, Sugar Vibes 
Donut Company received 
a fine of $8,900. According 
to Janice Jackola, the owner, 
after this fine came in, they 
tried to appeal it. 

“We tried appealing, I sent 
in a video from a virologist 
that talked about the air qual-
ity and things that go on in-
side a hospital,” Jackola said. 
“That didn’t matter.” 

According to Jackola, most 
of these fines for other busi-
nesses went to out-of-state 
collections. Hers went to the 
Department of Revenue. She 
inquired about doing a pay-
ment plan, but the Depart-
ment of Revenue requested 
financials to be submitted. 
She did not submit these fi-
nancials under the assump-
tion that the Department of 
Revenue already knew her fi-

nancials. 
After calling OSHA, they 

learned this fine started at 
$700. Then, OSHA calculat-
ed the risk times employees. 
Their final number, accord-
ing to the Department of 
Revenue, was $8,900 in debt, 

$2,215.68 and an interest 
payment of $74.62 totalling 
$11,190.30. According to Jack-
ola, this was all due to un-
masking. 

Other safety precautions 
were taken to prevent the 
spread of COVID. 

“We did everything,” she 
said. 

Jackola highlighted that in 
her own observations there 
was never any regard for po-
tential issues with the masks. 

Sugar Vibes Garnished for Mask Mandate Violations

Local Fire Volunteers Attend Annual Fire School

Photo courtesy of Christian Whitfield, SHFAD 
Attendees of the Wildland Fire School spread out on CTC land during a live fire training Friday.

Photo by Sky Chappell
Freshly made donuts sit on display at Sugar Vibes Donut Company
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Seeking Choral Director
Lebanon Community Cho-

rus is seeking a talented and 
experienced choral director.

LCC is a non-auditioned cho-
rus from all parts of surround-
ing communities. The chorus 
emphasizes four-part harmony 
for types such as show tunes, 
classical, pop, jazz, folk songs, 
international and southern 
spirituals.

For a full job description 
or more information, email 
lebanoncommunitychorus@
gmail.com, call Denise at 
541.223.3362 or send a mes-
sage through Lebanon Com-
munity Chorus’ Facebook page.

Berries for Scholarships
The PEO Chapter DD in 

Sweet Home is once again sell-
ing berries to raise money for 
scholarships.

If you like berries, here is an 
opportunity to purchase some 
while supporting a great cause. 
Freshly picked Oregon berries – 
blueberries and Columbia Star 
blackberries – are flash-frozen 
and sold in nine-pound plastic 
pails for $30. Perfect for home-
made jams, jellies and tasty 
desserts.

Columbia Star blackberries, 
released in 2014, is a vigorous, 
thornless, trailing blackberry 
with superior flavor and large, 
firm berries. The flavor is rated 
as good or better than Marion-
berry, which is 20% of Colum-
bia Star’s parentage.

For those interested in pur-
chasing berries, send an email 
to  SweetHomePEO@gmail.
com, or call or text Nancy at 
541.912.6579. Orders will be 
collected through July 11. Or-
ders can be picked up on Satur-
day, Aug. 24, from 9-9:30 a.m. 
on Long Street behind the Rio 
Theatre.

All proceeds from the berry 
sale provide educational schol-
arships, loans and grants to 
women in the community.

Museum Rummage Sale
East Linn Museum is now 

accepting donations for its an-
nual rummage sale fundraiser. 
Donations can be dropped off 
at the museum, 746 Long St., 
on Thursday, Friday and Sat-
urday from 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Please no large furniture, 
electronics or VHS tapes. The 

sale will be held Saturday-Sun-
day, July 12-13. For more in-
formation, call the museum at 
541.367.4580.

Volunteers, Donations 
Needed at Museum

East Linn Museum is seeking 
volunteers and items that are 
needed for the operation of the 
museum.

The museum needs volun-
teers for its operations to re-
place retiring volunteers. New 
volunteers are not required to 
know anything about the mu-
seum or how to operate a com-
puter. The museum operates 
three days a week from Thurs-
day through Saturday, 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.

Help is also needed for the 
annual rummage sale. On Fri-
day, July 12, people are needed 
at 7 a.m. for set up. On Satur-
day, people are needed at 4 
p.m. to tear down and clean 
up. During the sale, volunteers 
are needed to take money and 
organize items throughout the 
day; stay for an hour or longer, 
as desired. Just show up and 
staff will put you to work.

Supplies needed by the mu-
seum include: copy paper, 
postage stamps, legal size en-
velopes, paper towels, toilet pa-
per, glass cleaner, all purpose 
cleaner and Ajax.

For more information, call 
the museum at 541.367.4580.

Community Market
The City of Sweet Home 

Community Market will be held 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Satur-
days until Sept. 21 at 1141 12th 
Ave., next to the library. Vendor 
booths might include crafts, 
bakery items, art, fundraisers, 
kid and teen entrepreneurs, 
used items, vintage items, and 
community non-profits.

To be a vendor at no charge, 
fill out the registration form 
online at https://www.sweeth-
omeor.gov/community/web-
form/community-market-ven-
dor-registration.

Farmers’ Market
Farmers’ Market will be held 

from 2-6 p.m. on Tuesdays un-
til Oct. 19  at 1141 12th Ave., 
next to the library.

Vendors are selling hot food, 
fresh vegetables, vegetable 
plants, baked goods, meat, 
eggs, honey, flowers, mush-
rooms, fruit and more. 

Albany Farmers Market
The Albany Farmers Market 

will be open every Saturday 
until  Nov. 23 located in the 
City Hall parking lot and on an 
adjacent street that fronts the 
Linn County Courthouse. The 
Albany Farmers Market is the 
oldest continuously operated 
open-air farmers market in 

Foster Mark Joseph 
Leonard
October 3, 1958 - June 13, 
2024

Foster Mark Joseph Leon-
ard, 65, of Albany passed 
away Thursday, June 13, 
2024. He was born on Octo-
ber 3, 1958 to Ferris C. and 
Beatrice M. (Hoffman) Leon-
ard in San Bernardino, Cali-
fornia.

He was an artist, painter, 
philosopher and a mechan-
ic.

Foster enjoyed riding mo-
torcycles and working on 
them. He had a sense of hu-
mor and liked to make peo-
ple laugh. He never met a 
stranger.

He is survived by his chil-
dren: Kyle Leonard of Utah, 
Marshkia Leonard of Utah; 
siblings: Stephen Leonard of 
Utah, Kathy Leonard of Ore-
gon, Vince Leonard of Wash-
ington, Sandra Packwood 
of Oregon; three grand-
children: Brelynn Leonard, 
Masen Leonard, Kailem 
Leonard and many cousins, 
nieces and nephews. Preced-
ed in death by: his parents 
Ferris and Beatrice Leon-
ard; brother Scott Leonard, 
son Foster M. Leonard Jr., 
and grandson Kaisen Clay-
ton Leonard. Sweet Home 
Funeral Chapel is handling 
arrangements. www.sweeth-
omefuneral.com.

Charles Ernest
Easterly
July 02, 1936 - June 23, 2024

Charles Ernest Easterly, 
87, of Sweet Home passed 
away Sunday, June 23, 2024. 
He was born on July 2, 1936 

to Richard and Vena (Brad-
ley) Easterly in Benton 
County, Arkansas.

He has lived in Texas, Cal-
ifornia, Arkansas, Wash-
ington and Oregon. Charles 
served in the Army in Ger-
many during the Korean 
War. He worked as a state 
union lather/carpenter. He 
was a Christian.

He enjoyed Bible study 
and cooking. He liked to 
golf, hunt, and go backpack-
ing and sailing. 

Charles is survived by his 
children: Roxanne Davis of 
San Diego, California, Ter-
ence Easterly of Portland, 
Oregon, David Easterly of 
Spokane, Washington, Char-
lotte Gertson of Portland, 
Oregon, Charles Easterly of 
Morgan Hill, California; and 
nine grandchildren. He is 
preceded in death by spouse, 
Alice Irene (George) Easterly 
(May 17, 2021), Sweet Home 
Funeral Chapel is handling 
arrangements. www.sweeth-
omefuneral.com.

 
David Kelly
Harrington
November 4, 1978 - June 15, 
2024

David Kelly Harrington, 
affectionately known as 
“Noodle,” passed away on 
June 15, 2024, at the age of 
45, in Lebanon. Born on No-
vember 4, 1978, he grew up 
in and around Lebanon.

David was a devoted fa-
ther, partner and friend. 
He loved playing disc golf, 
often recruiting family or 
friends to play a new (or well 

known) course with him. 
Boating and camping were 
one of his favorite ways to 
spend weekends in the sum-
mer. Football was a big part 
of David’s life. From the time 
he was young he was an avid 
spectator of both profes-
sional and college, with the 
Oregon Ducks being his fa-
vorite team to root for.

David is survived by 
his daughter Peyton Har-
rington, son Demetrius Gre-
gorich, girlfriend Dolly Mill-
er, mom Debbie Duffield, 
brother Tyler Johnson, and 
sister Summer Jones. David 
was preceded in death by his 
mom Theresa Horner, broth-
er Chad Horner, grandpa 
Jim Harrington Sr, and aunt 
Kathleen Harrington.

A Celebration of Life for 
David will be held July 20, 
2024, at 12:30 pm at Water-
loo Park in Gazebo #1. Food 
and drinks will be provided, 
but please feel free to bring 
your favorite side dish if you 
would like. Out of respect for 
the family, there will be no al-
cohol or drinking allowed at 
the memorial. Sweet Home 
Funeral Chapel is handling 
arrangements. www.sweeth-
omefuneral.com.

Mary Lou Cannon
January 24, 1939 - June 27, 
2024

Mary Lou Cannon, 85, 
passed away Thursday, June 
27, 2024. Sweet Home Fu-
neral Chapel is handling 
arrangements. www.sweeth-
omefuneral.com.

  
Teresa Renee Owens
September 12, 1961 - June 26, 
2024

Teresa Renee Owens, 62, 
of Sweet Home passed away 
Wednesday, June 26, 2024. 
Sweet Home Funeral Chap-
el is handling arrangements. 
www.sweethomefuneral.
com.

 
Veneta Grace Tucker
May 22, 1948 - June 26, 2024

Veneta Grace Tucker, 76, 
passed away Wednesday, 
June 26, 2024. Sweet Home 
Funeral Chapel is handling 
arrangements. www.sweeth-
omefuneral.com.

SWEETHOMENEWS.COM
OFFICE: 1313 Main St., Sweet Home, Oregon
PHONE: 541-367-2135  FAX: 541-367-2137
WHO WE ARE:
Sarah Brown, Staff Writer - sarah@sweethomenews.com
Sky Chappell, Staff Writer - sky@sweethomenews.com
Zeva Rosenbaum, Staff Writer - zeva@sweethomenews.com
John Drury, Advertising Representative - john@gcc-media.com
Chris Chapman, Publisher - chris@gcc-media.com
SUBSCRIPTIONS: Monthly: $6.99 Annual: $79.99
NEWS QUESTIONS / TIPS - news@sweethomenews.com

A  L O C A L L Y  O W N E D  N E W S P A P E R

See Events, Page 5

OBITUARIES EVENTS

• All makes & models 
• Smart Phone Repair 
• Tablet Repair 
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700 S Main St Lebanon | 541.357.4610 | www.synergy-tech-services.com
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All information presented 
herein is obtained from pub-
licly available Oregon court 
and law enforcement records. 
The Oregon Public Records 
Law, as detailed in the Attor-
ney General’s Public Records 
and Meeting Manual, allows 
public access to these records. 
Every individual named or 
referenced is presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a 
court of law.

Warrants are out on the 
following individuals: Jacob 
Reginald Bliss, Robert Michael 
Butterfield, Curtis Ray Daniel, 
Ashlee Dee Flanagan, Aaron 
Thomas Halvorson, Shauna 
Ray Harden, Noe Hernan-
dez-Reyes, Michael Trevor 
Hilton, Charles James Mar-

vel, Bryce William McGowan, 
Eric Wayne McKnight, Carrie 
Lynne Miller, Larry Robert 
Morgan, Steven Dale Myers, 
Nicholas Alan Nelson, Daniel 
Austin Phillips, Tammy La-
vonn Robinson, Paul Levi Shel-
ton, Harley Michelle Webb, 
Joshua Alexander Williams.

Stacy Russell Jenkins, 22, 
was charged June 25 with 
third degree theft, first degree 
robbery and second degree 
assault. 

Dale Jesse Grant Reeley, 
was charged June 26 with sex-
ual abuse in the first degree.

DATE

June
June
June
June
June
June
June

24
25
26
27
28
29
30

HIGH

80
88
70
72
82
82
82

LOW

47
49
56
52
48
51
55

DAY

Thur
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tues
Wed

HIGH

90
96
98
94
92
92
90

WEATHER

Sunny
Sunny
Sunny
Sunny
Sunny
Sunny
Sunny

LOW

57
59
57
56
55
55
54

PRECIP

0.01
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

Year to date: 18.79
July 5, 2023: 20.95

Foster Reservoir: 636.1
Green Peter Res.: 995.2

TODAYS FIRE DANGER IS

LOW
The fire danger information 
provided is current at the time 
of publication. For the latest and 
most accurate updates, please 

visit: oregon.gov/odfCcb# 198143

Heating & Air Conditioning

SERVICE | REPAIRS |INSTALLATIONS

“Let us earn your Busine�”
 541-258-3767

Crossword KEY
Puzzle on page 15

SUDOKU KEY
Puzzle on page 15

Information for the Public 
Safety report in The New Era 
is sourced from local law en-
forcement and fire agencies. 
Incident details, which may 
not always be available from 
agencies in time for publi-
cation in our weekly paper 
edition, could be updated 
online as information be-
comes available. Addresses 
provided generally denote 
the location of the incident or 
arrest, occasionally indicat-
ing the origin of the call. It is 
crucial to emphasize that our 
reporting of an individual’s 
arrest or citation for a crime 
does not imply guilt. Deter-
mination of guilt can only 
be established through legal 
proceedings in court.

PUBLIC SAFETY

CIRCUIT COURT

Deal
of the 
WEEK!

subject to stock on hand 
valid thru 06-25-24 (with this ad)

SHOP AT SOUTH FORK TRADING CO. FIRST AND SAVE MONEY!

M-F 7:30-5:00 • Sat 8-4 p.m. • Closed Sunday
 4309 Main Street, Sweet Home, OR • 541-367-6844

Best Price • Best Selection • Best Service

$30.00
EA.

BACK IN STOCK

USED RAIL
ROAD TIES

Residential
Commercial

New • Remodels

CCB# 206735

Veteran Owned
& Operated

P.O. BOX 109 Foster,
OR 97345

Office:
541-818-0024

Cell:
541-990-6924

June 23
12:49 p.m - Marv Dean 

Cox, 56, was arrested for 
fourth degree assault consti-
tuting domestic violence. 

2:41 p.m - Becky Marie 
Roster, 50, was arrested for 
third degree theft. 

4:54 p.m - Jalayne Ann 
Koontz, 70, was arrested for 
criminal driving. 

8:41 p.m - Michael John 
Hoffman, was cited for driv-
ing while suspended. 

June 24
10:16 a.m - Michael Ray 

Tomlinson, 36, was arrested 
for reckless endangering. 

12:30 p.m - Stacy Russel 
Jenkins, 22, was arrested for 
probable cause on a charge 
for first degree robbery, sec-
ond degree assault and third 
degree theft. 

12:43 p.m - Stacy Russel 
Jenkins, 22, was arrested on 
an Albany Municipal Court 
warrant for failure to com-
ply on an original charge for 
contempt of court and a Leb-
anon Municipal Court war-
rant for failure to appear on 
a criminal citation for driving 
while suspended. Lodged in 
Linn County Jail. 

1:37 p.m - Brent Cole Pelky, 
18, was cited for minor in 
possession of alcohol. 

2:20 p.m - Johnny Lee 
Stone, 31, was arrested by 
Albany PD on Sweet Home 
Municipal Court warrants 
for failure to comply on an 
original charge for initiating 
a false report and failure to 
appear on a charge for sec-
ond degree criminal trespass. 

5:19 p.m - Cristy Jane 
Cromwell, 43, was arrested 
for third degree theft. 

7:06 p.m - Jhenna Marie 

Lance, was arrested on Sweet 
Home Municipal Court war-
rant for failure to appear on 
two counts of second degree 
criminal trespass. 

11:46 p.m - Jamie Castro 
Hernandez, was arrested by 
Benton County Sheriff’s Of-
fice on a Sweet Home Munic-
ipal Court warrant for fail-
ure to comply on an original 
charge for criminal driving 
while suspended. 
June 26 

1:42 p.m - Floyd Bowen, 66, 
was arrested for felon in pos-
session of a firearm. 

5:27 p.m - Anna Miller, 19, 
was cited for speeding. 50/35. 

6:17 p.m - James Atwood, 
33, was cited for speeding. 
51/35.

7:25 p.m - Caller reports 
door being kicked in and 
damage done inside. Report 
taken for second degree bur-
glary. 
June 27

12:35 a.m - Michael John 
Hoffman, 51, was cited for 
driving while suspended. 

11:25 a.m - Unidentified 
driver was cited for speeding. 
85/55.

12:19 p.m - Donald Ames, 
34, was cited for driving 
while suspended. 

2:23 p.m - Michael John 
Hoffman, 51, was cited for 
driving while suspended.

5:56 p.m - Andrea Hope 
Harper, 40, was arrested on 
an unentered Sweet Home 
Municipal Court warrant for 
failure to appear on an origi-
nal charge for second degree 
child neglect. 

8:14 p.m - Michael Evan 
Matthews, was arrested 
on Sweet Home Municipal 
Court warrants for failure 
to comply on a charge for 
second degree theft and fail-
ure to appear on charges for 
third degree theft and two 
counts of second degree 
criminal trespass.  

9:19 p.m - Roderick Alfred 
Andrews, 59, was arrested 
for an outstanding warrant. 
Lodged in Linn County Jail. 
June 28

1:22 a.m - Gilbert Alonzo 
Martinez, was arrested on 
a Sweet Home Municipal 
Court warrant for failure to 
appear on an original charge 
for fourth degree assault. 

1:55 a.m - Scott Demetri-
us, was arrested on a Sweet 
Home Municipal Court war-
rant for failure to appear on 

an original charge for third 
degree theft. 

2:51 a.m - Benjamin Phil-
ip Hyatt, was arrested on 
a Sweet Home Municipal 
Court warrant for failure to 
appear on a charge for sec-
ond degree criminal trespass 
and a Lebanon Municipal 
Court warrant for failure to 
appear on an original charge 
for driving while suspended. 

9:39 a.m - L. Chafin, 67, 
was cited for speeding. 

10:41 a.m - Harold Turner, 
41, was cited for operating 
without a license

1:38 p.m - Jennifer Limer-
ick, was arrested for reckless 
driving and driving under 
the influence of intoxicants. 

2:59 p.m - Benjamin 
Jazmin, 24, was cited for 
careless driving and driving 
uninsured.  

11:05 p.m - Jason Neil 
Bruce, 45, was cited for care-
less driving. 
June 29

1:55 a.m - Ricky Allen Al-
drich, was arrested on a 
Lebanon Municipal Court 
warrant for second degree 
criminal mischief. 
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FROM OUR FILES

July 4, 1974

Due to adverse water 
conditions, diving in Foster 
Lake in search of the body 
of R.L. Fields has been dis-
continued until later. Fields’ 
car was found in 40 feet of 
water some 40 feet from the 
dam. It’s believed to have 
been there about four days 
prior to discovery. Divers 
cannot see well in the dark, 
murky water and risk get-
ting snagged or caught up 
between logs and limbs.

At least 24 of the proper-
ty owners on 18th Avenue 
are opposed to the proposed 
improvement and widening 
of the street. Those resi-
dents signed a letter stating 
the cost is too high for them 
and they don’t want to lose 
the frontage of their prop-
erty. The city informed the 
residents the legal way to 
stop the improvements is 
by sending letters of remon-
strance from at least two-
thirds of the property own-
ers on that street. The city 
received only five letters.

New head football coach 
Rod Rumrey, 27, from Glen-
dale, is confident he can es-
tablish a winning program 
here. He said he sees a chal-
lenge in stepping up from a 
‘A’ school to ‘AAA,’ but isn’t 
frightened by it. Problems 

mentioned by the other 
coaches are hurdles Rumrey 
believes he can turn around. 
The biggest hurdle, he said, 
may be building enthusiasm 
and selling the program.

July 7, 1999

Cornerstone Foursquare 
Fellowship Church on 
Long Street is undergoing 
a facelift as workers begin 
exterior and interior proj-
ects. Church member Marty 
Mealue said the building’s 
clay block leaked cold air 
and water. The congrega-
tion wanted a more pleas-
ing facade, so they chose a 
stucco-like texture material 
after adding insulation and 
firring strips. Other parts of 
the building will be covered 
with a wood-like metal sid-
ing. Inside, the building will 
get new windows, carpeting 
and paint.

City Manager Craig Mar-
tin received high praise from 
City Council after an annual 
evaluation. Two years after 
taking the position, Martin 
said he’s been immersed in a 
widely varied on-the-job ed-
ucation as he manages mul-
tiple different aspects of the 
job. He is most frustrated 
with not being able to satisfy 
everyone in the communi-
ty, but the council indicated 
high satisfaction with the 
work he’s done so far.

The vehicle of R.L. Fields is pulled from Foster Lake in 1974 
as bystanders look on.
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Elm Street Baptist Church
Sunday Services:

9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship

5:00 pm Prayer Meeting
1150 Elm St. Sweet Home

541-367-5883

REACH MORE PEOPLE
IN YOUR COMMUNITY

ADVERTISE WITH
The New Era

541-367-2 135
JOHN@GCC-MEDIA.COM

LET THEM KNOW:
• SERVICE TIMES
• SPECIAL SERVICES
• OUTREACH PROGRAMS
• MINISTRIES
• AND MORE...

Mt. Calvary
Missionary Baptist

Church

1042 Pleasant Valley Rd.
541-818-0022

Sunday Service 11am
Come join us!

 Bible Study
10 am Sundays.

1266 44th Ave.  PO Box 515

New Life
Fellowship

(formerly Sweet Home Mennonite)

In Christ

541-367-2848 • shnlic.org

10:30 a.m. Worship Service
10:30 a.m. Children’s Church541-367-2530

Fr. Jossey Kuriakose

St. Helen’s 
Catholic Church
�����������������������

www.sweethomecatholicchurch.com

Holy Mass
Sat. at 5:30pm & Sun. at 9:00 am

Confessions
Before Masses or 1st, 2nd & 3rd Sat.

4:00 - 5:00 pm
Baptisms, Weddings, Confirmations

and Anointing of the Sick - call

 

 

 
SATURDAY

SHABBAT SERVICE:
Worship: 10:00am

Torah Study: 11:30am
Held at

Trinity Baptist Church
72 E Elmore St, Lebanon

For More Info Call: 
541-248-0595
503-358-4904

A Reconciling Congregation

11:00 am Worship
Free Meal - Tue, Wed & Fri - 5:00 pm

6th & Ironwood • 541-367-3073

Open Hearts,
     Open Minds,
          Open Doors

Sweet Home
   United
       Methodist
          Church

SUNDAY
9:30 AM

11 AM 4TH & 5TH SUNDAYS
Worshiping at

United Methodist Church
6th & Ironwood

541-990-1487

FIR LAWN
LUTHERAN

GATHERING
TIME

10:45 A.M.
890 Mountain View Rd.
541-967-HOPE (4673)

www.hope.church/sweethome

For where two or three are gathered together 
in My name, I am there in the midst of them.

-Ma�hew 18:20

Sweet Home
Evangelical Church
Join us Sunday 10:30 am

FOLLOW US AT:
FACEBOOK.COM/SWEETHOMEEC

1347 Long Street • 541-367-4357
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Call Robert Snyder
Attorney at Law

ATTORNEY

(541) 367-5191
1275 Main St., Sweet Home

HAVE YOU
MADE YOUR

WILL?

AUTO REPAIR

(541) 367-2992

Shawn Anderson Owner,
Sweet Home

Auto Repair

EQUIPMENT

(541) 451-5213

"Powerful Equipment, Local Service"

1215 W Airway Road
Lebanon OR 97355

CascadePowerLebanon.com

Hours: M-F 8am-5pm
Sat 8am-noon

LOVE WHERE YOU LIVE, SHOP WHERE YOU LIVE.

INSURANCE

(541) 367-5121
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INSURANCE

(541) 367-2141

����������������
Joel Keesecker

JOLENE 
MULLENIX
Loan Consultant
NMLS #853502

(541) 570-2322

NMLS#174457

www.loanDepot.com/jmullenix

LOANS

Equal Housing Opportunity | 56 E. Airport Rd., 
Lebanon, OR 97355. loanDepot.com, LLC NMLS ID 

174457. Licensed by the OR Division of Finance and 
Corporate Securities, Mortgage Lending ML-4972. 

(091923 120284-1723)

PLUMBING

(541) 367-5655

CCB #238181

New Construction • Remodels
Repairs • Service • Water Heaters

OWNER - MITCH CARTER
Office Hrs: Mon-Thu 8am - 4pm

INC.
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SWEET HOME
RV CENTER LLC

RV Sales, Service, Repair, Parts,
Appliances, Awnings, Propane, Solar and Batteries!

RV Waste Dump Open 24/7  Stop in Today!
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RV SALES & SUPPLIES

(541) 367-4293

REAL ESTATE

(541) 731-3004
KINECTEDREALTY.COM

Myers
Aleaha & Curtis

Licensed Brokers in Oregon

REAL ESTATE

2345 S. Santiam Hwy., 
Lebanon, OR 97355

(541) 258-6100
���������������������������������

Family Owned

pointstire.com/sweethome

4420 Hwy 20

541 367 4579 (Alignment)
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���������������

TIRE - AUTO REPAIR

(541) 367-2462

621 Main Street, Suite A
Located inside Thri	way

541-367-6777

Come home to fresh paint and new 
laminate flooring throughout this three 
bedroom, 1 bath house in a quaint 
neighborhood with a back yard.

(541) 367-7368   |   BRAD.ELPM@GMAIL.COM
EASTLINNPROPERTYMANAGEMENT.COM

RENT

$2,200
BED

3
BATH

1
SQ.FT.

1,338

225 E DODGE ST.
SWEET HOME

AVAILABLE
NOW!

Oregon. For more information 
visit locallygrown.org/alba-
ny-saturday-market/.

Cut the Gut
The Sweet Home Chamber 

will host the annual Icebox 
Cut the Gut Car Cruise from 
6-9 p.m. on Friday, July 12, rain 
or shine. The “Cut the Gut” 
car cruise is more than just a 
celebration of vehicles – it’s 
a chance for car enthusiasts 
to come together, share their 
passion and enjoy a fun-filled 
night in the beautiful town of 
Sweet Home.

This year, the first 300 regis-
trations will receive a custom 
aluminum dash plaque. The 
cruise features business check-
points from one end of Sweet 
Home to the other. At each 
stop, participants will have 
their passports stamped for a 
chance to win a raffle prize.

Participants are encouraged 
to bring their best rides to show 
off, and spectators are encour-
aged to sit along the route to 
watch the show.

Passports and apparel may 
be purchased at the chamber 
(1575 Main St.) or online at 
CutTheGutCruise.com, and 
will be available for pickup on 
July 12 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
the chamber or at the “pre-reg-
istered” table in the Sweet 

Home High School parking lot, 
1576 Long St. starting at 5:30 
p.m.

Class of 1974 
SHHS Reunion

John Marble will host a 50th 
reunion for the class of ‘74 on 
July 12 and 13. On July 12 from 
6-9 p.m. the class will meet 
during the Cut the Gut event 
followed by a social hour at The 
Dam Bar. Bring lawn chairs and 
join classmates at the Key Bank 
parking lot.

On July 13, the class will 
have a potluck barbecue from 
2-6 p.m. John Marble will pro-
vide the burgers. Bring folding 
chairs, a salad, side dish or des-
sert, and your favorite bever-
age. There’s room for camping, 
with no RV hookups. For more 
information, contact John at-
johnmarble@icloud.com.

Community-wide 
Yard Sales

The Sweet Home Chamber of 
Commerce will host a commu-
nity-wide yard sale event on 
July 13 and Aug. 3 at locations 
throughout town.

If your garage, shop and clos-
ets are full of spring cleaning 
casualties, submit your address 
to have your yard sale listed on 
the Sweet Home Community 
Yard Sale map. The chamber 
will provide a map of partici-
pating properties to help shop-
pers find the sales. Requests to 

get your address on the map 
must be submitted by Wednes-
day before the sale date.

To get your sale on the 
map, call the chamber at 
541.367.6186, or visit https://
bit.ly/44otjlK. A printed copy 
of the map can be picked up 
the Friday before each sale at 
the chamber, or found at the 
garage sale board at 18th and 
Long streets.

After 5 Connection 
Meeting

After 5 Connections will 
host “Iron Host Travel,” a picnic 
and special program for wom-
en and men from 6-8 p.m. on 
Monday, July 15, at 700 E Sher-
man St., Lebanon.

David Dickson from Corval-
lis, a retired history teacher 
and train enthusiast, will share 
the history of train travel in the 
US along with his personal ex-
periences in train travel.

Also, Deedy Tripp, from Flor-
ida, will share her story, titled 
“Broken to Beautiful,” about 
how one woman went from be-
ing too tired to care to walking 
on air.

Jacob Looper, a soloist from 
Silverton, will sing for us. Cost 
for dinner is $18; credit cards 
cannot be accepted. 

To RSVP, contact Sherri at 
541.258.6414, or Nancy at 
541.259.1396 or by email at 
NancyPinzino@comcast.net.

EVENTS
From page 2
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1010 MAIN STREET • 541-367-4893
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French Onion
Double Cheese

Burger

$3.99

Burger $6.99
Combo $10.99
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Bites Around the Block: Discover Local Yum!

Food    fun
We invite you to embark on a culinary adventure. 

Rediscover your town one plate at a time. 

1333 Clark Mill Rd. • 541-367-2765

SUNSHINE
INDUSTRIES

Our program provides job training, 
job opportunities, and community 

access to individuals with 
developmental disabilities.

We offer grounds keeping and janitorial 
services for residential and commercial 

needs as well as facility rentals. 

By Sarah Brown
Of The New Era 

The City Council Chamber 
has recently been fitted with 
a new dais, which is a raised 
platform or seating area for 
City Council members, and it 
barely cost the city anything.

City Manager Kelcey Young 
explained that the Douglas 
fir wood for the new dais not 
only reflects the city’s history, 
but was gifted by Linn County 
Parks and the dais was made 
entirely by the city’s Public 
Works team.

The dais is in three sections 
on wheels and features live 
edging, a shiny coat of epoxy 
and glimpses of what Young 
termed “Sweet Home green” 
epoxy that was used to fill in 
gaps.

“I think it’s impressive,” 
Mayor Susan Coleman said. “I 
think our Public Works staff is 
so skilled.”

Councilors noted the for-
mer dais had broken drawers 
and the seating spaces were 
tight, but they would like to 
consider angling the new 
sections so they can see each 
other better.

According to Public Works 
Assistant Director Greg 
Springman, the dais – as well 
as a bench now seated in front 
of City Hall – was handmade 
from scratch by three city 
staff: Park Lead Sean Hegge, 
Operations Manager Dominic 
Valloni and Mechanic Lead 
Tommy Roby. He said it took 
them more than four months 
to slab the wood, mill it, dry it, 

and sand and fill it.
“They really were all hands-

on and I think they’re glad 
that they’re done,” he told 
the Park and Tree Committee 
during its June 19 meeting.

“It saved us so much mon-
ey to have them do it,” May-
or Coleman said. “They were 
quoting out over $10,000 for 
one of these things.”

The only costs to the city 
that Springman could deter-
mine included finishing ma-
terials and labor.

Young said a dais like that 
would normally cost “tens of 
thousands of dollars,” and the 
bench a few thousand dollars, 
but by using donated wood 
and building the furniture in-
house, the cost was minimal.

The bench in front of City 
Hall, Young said, is a prototype 
for other potential benches 
that could be placed in parks, 
and perhaps even picnic ta-
bles could be built. The proj-
ects could be completed in 
the wintertime when respon-
sibilities for the Public Works 
Department slow down.

The cost-savings would be 
“a tremendous boost to our 

community,” she said.
“It’s a potential revenue 

stream,” she added. “Any trees 
that need to be felled for safe-
ty reasons or anything along 
those lines, we can reuse them 
in our community. It also pays 
tribute to our milling and tim-
ber history, as well.”

“The cost to purchase these 
types of finished wood prod-
ucts for our offices or our 
parks is extremely expensive, 

lots of labor,” Springman add-
ed. “By making benches and 
tables in-house, we can sell 
(them) to the community.”

According to Springman, 
the former dais was “decades 
old and extremely dated,” and 
did not represent the interior 
of the new City Hall building.

“It’s so beautiful and it fits 
nicely with the new cham-
bers,” Mayor Coleman said 
about the new dais.

Photo by Sarah Brown
A new wood bench built by the city’s Public Works team sits 
outside City Hall.

New Dais Built In-House, Reflects City History

According to her, unidentified 
employees struggled with the 
mask due to previous domes-
tic violence situations, or even 
underlying health conditions 
such as asthma. 

“These are experiences 
from employees that trauma-
tized them by having that on,” 
she said. 

Then, the Sugar Vibes ac-
count was garnished for a 
total of $11,190.30, April 11, 
2024. 

“That’s a big hit for a small 
business,” Jackola said. “What 
I would like people to know is 
that it didn’t go away. This is 
what they did.”

Along with this, payroll 
went out at the same time, 
causing their account to be 
very low. Jackola had commu-
nity support though. Many 
community members came 
together to help in the strug-
gling times according to her. 

In an article published by 
the Register Guard, Oregon 
employers still owed $867,000 
worth of fines for COVID-19 

violations. Jackola concluded 
on how she felt this was gov-
ernment overreach. 

“I feel like, we have already 
fought for these things, we 
have our Constitution, our 
Bill of Rights, what the flag is 
supposed to represent, you 
know, our military is pro-
tecting us, all the people that 
have served and been injured 
and killed for our freedoms,” 
Jackola said. “and that just 
didn’t feel very free. It feels 
like a very financial violation 
of your own private business

SUGAR VIBES
From page 1

CCB# 208491

Installation and Service

541-367-8706
2222 Main St.

$145 TUNE UP
$85 DIAGNOSTIC

Residential &
Commercial
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By Sarah Brown
Of The New Era

The City Council approved 
some actions during its June 
25 meeting that they expect 
will ultimately help revitalize 
the community through new 
business and nonprofit orga-
nization opportunities.

Most of the council mem-
bers approved of City Man-
ager Kelcey Young’s work 
that will bring in a nonprof-
it organization, preserve an 
historic building and, they 
hope, bring in more busi-
nesses to the downtown area 
after a couple of lease agree-
ments are signed. The city 
also lauded a Sweet Home 
police officer for his life-sav-
ing response during a call.
Officer Honored

Captain Ryan Cummings 
honored Officer Garritt 
Bolkcom for how he handled 
a call in which a male had 
tried to end his own life.

Cummings reported that 
Linn County Sheriff’s Office 
requested assistance on June 
17, and Bolkcom responded 
to the call.

“Officer Bolkcom respond-
ed very quickly and from 
what I’ve seen in the video 
he wasted no time jumping 
into action and taking the 
appropriate and necessary 
life saving measures, includ-
ing CPR,” Cummings said.

After medics took over, 
Bolkcom proceeded to spend 
time with the spouse and try 
to comfort them, Cummings 
said. He reported that the 
individual is expected to 
make a full recovery from 
the attempt, “thanks in large 
part to the actions of Officer 
Bolkcom.”

“What he did that day is in 

line with the highest stan-
dards of the law enforcement 
profession and he is a credit 
not only to Sweet Home Po-
lice Department, but also to 
the community at large,” he 
said.

Bolkcom has been with the 
Sweet Home Police Depart-
ment for two years. For his 
work in this particular situ-
ation, he was given a SHPD 
Life Saving Award.

Young informed Bolkcom 
that she had spoken with 
the family and she thanked 
him for his integrity and 
compassion during the mat-
ter. A family friend also ap-
proached the 28-year-old to 
share on behalf of the spouse 
that the man “has expressed 
a desire to continue living, 
which he has not done for 
several years.”
Resource Organizations 
Moving In

Council gave Young au-
thority to enter into lease ne-
gotiations with Community 
Services Consortium (CSC), a 
community action resource 
agency that seeks to rent out 
space at City Hall. Resources 
and tools they offer include 
utility services, workforce 
development training and 
housing guidance.

Young said having CSC at 
City Hall will not only pro-
vide revenue, but also in-
kind services in areas such 
as remodeling and parks ser-
vices. They will also train a 
team that can work with the 
fire district and other work-
force development services.

“They will be bringing an 
entire program to provide 
services to East Linn County, 
but they’ll even be moving 
some of their programs from 

other locations here to Sweet 
Home,” she said. “This will 
be bringing in potentially 30 
additional jobs into Sweet 
Home, as well as workforce 
development training and 
much-needed services.”

The council also approved 
authority to enter into lease 
negotiations with Ridgeway 
Health, which would like to 
rent the old city hall build-
ing.

“What we would really like 
to do with that space is not 
only approve the potential 
lease with Ridgeway Health, 
but then open that up to be a 
wellness center,” Young said. 

“We have other agencies that 
have expressed interest in 
being in that building as well, 
and we think it would be a 
big benefit to Sweet Home.”

The council expressed 
gratitude for the opportuni-
ties to increase support ser-
vices to the community.
City to Buy Former 
Feed Store

The council approved pur-
chase authority to buy the 
former Santiam Feed store 
building on Long Street for 
$260,000 which would be 
paid half this year and half 
next year.

“One of Council’s goals was 

for us to acquire additional 
property and to also look for 
opportunities to help with 
filling vacant properties,” 
Young said.

She said the idea with the 
feed store building would 
be two-fold: to preserve 
the historical nature of the 
building while also bringing 
in additional businesses to 
town. According to Young, 
businesses and communi-
ty members have expressed 
interest in potentially using 
the city-owned feed store 
to put in an artisan work 

1913 Main Street, Sweet Home | www.wendimelcher.com

Wendi Melcher
541-409-4813

wendi@wendimelcher.com

Brittani Albrecht
541-971-9281

brittani@wendimelcher.com

Licensed in the state of Oregon

Officer Honored, City to Buy Former Feed Store

Photo by Sarah Brown
Captain Ryan Cummings, left, hands an award to Officer Garritt Bolkcom, center, for his 
life-saving efforts.

See City Council, Page 11
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By Sarah Brown
Of The New Era

City Council held a work 
session on Tuesday, June 18, 
to wrestle with the topic of 
downtown standards and 
empty buildings, a topic that, 
Mayor Susan Coleman said, 
has been under discussion for 
many years.

“I think it’s good to pick it up 
and work on finalizing these 
ideas,” she said.

Council and city staff dis-
cussed fire safety concerns, 
empty buildings being used 
as tax shelters, a demolition 
ordinance, business registra-
tion, and added incentives and 
funding for improvements.

Prior to any discussion, the 
council was directed to walk 
around the room and place 
markers on posters indicating 
their level of agreement or in-
terest for different ideas on in-
centives and penalties, devel-
opment standards and general 
appearance, and maintenance 
requirements.

“For me, I think the biggest 
concern is empty storefronts 
not being kept up and then 
just being used for tax write-
off purposes that just brings a 
draw-down to our community 
and our downtown core,” May-
or Coleman said. “I think these 
matters, if done in a wise way, 
would help mitigate those.”

Councilor Greg Mahler not-
ed the lack of “teeth” to en-
force any directive for building 
maintenance.

“We can talk all day long 
about how to make down-
town look beautiful, but if we 
can’t get them to do something 
to these empty buildings, it’s 
gonna be a distraction if any-
thing we do nice,” he said.

According to Mayor Cole-
man, Community and Eco-
nomic Development Director 

Blair Larsen drafted an ordi-
nance (not yet adopted by the 
city) for possible use as an op-
tion regarding “demolition by 
neglect.”

City Manager Kelcey Young 
noted there was little indica-
tion on the posters that the 
council was interested in fin-
ing building owners for va-
cancies, to which Councilor 
Mahler said there might be 
some concern that potential 
fines could deter businesses 
from coming to town.

Mayor Coleman said the city 
has offered incentives to build-
ing owners for a long time that 
produced little to no response, 
but the city receives backlash 
when fines are suggested.

“We might create an envi-
ronment where people are 

concerned about coming in 
(if they risk getting fined), but 
we’ve already created that en-
vironment by allowing build-
ings to sit empty and then it 
looks like our business com-
munity is not thriving,” she 
said.

During the work session, 
brief discussions ensued about 
urban renewal districts, enter-
prise zones, business licenses 
(free or low-fee) and buried 
wires. Of those, the business 
license discussion took the 
most time as councilors talked 
about the benefits for business 
owners as well as the city and 
fire district to have access to 
building owner and residence 
information.

For example, the city could 
provide resource information 

(grants) to incoming business-
es, and emergency responders 
could quickly access contact 
information in the event of an 
emergency such as fire.

Sanchez expressed opposi-
tion to any extra regulations 
that could deter businesses.

“I’m deeply troubled that 
we’re considering barriers to 
businesses and raising fees 
in this state of economy and 
inflation and interest rate,” 
she said. “We’re already strug-
gling retaining businesses and 
bringing in businesses, so I’m 
more of the incentive type of 
person instead of a regulation 
type of person.”

Larsen asked the council 
to define what they believe 
should be the role of the city 

in downtown. Councilor Josh 
Thorstad said he would not 
approve of the city fining 
his business, but Council-
or Mahler indicated that if 
the city told him, as a busi-
ness owner, that he needed 
to “clean up his act,” then he 
would try to work with the city 
to improve his business.

“I don’t think our role as the 
city is to be police,” Councilor 
Mahler said. “But on the flip 
side, we gotta protect the city 
from hazards.”

“I think the city’s role in 
downtown is to facilitate 
through infrastructure and 
safety an environment that al-
lows economy to thrive, and I 
think right now we know that’s 
not what it looks like in down-
town,” Mayor Coleman said.

She agreed with councilors 
Mahler and Dave Trask that 
fire safety violations are a part 
of the concern.

Young shared that other cit-
ies utilize different means to 
achieve a functioning down-
town core, including addi-
tional inspections, downtown 
standards, demolition by 
neglect and fines for vacant 
buildings.

As discussions continued, 
Mayor Coleman suggested the 
council decide to either create 
guidance for businesses or not 
so that the issue could finally 
be put to bed. 

Councilor Angelita San-
chez said if the city imposes 
any force of action for empty 
buildings, the city should first 
do something with its own 
empty buildings (presumably 
referring to the former city 
hall).

“The second issue is I don’t 
see a role for government to 
tell private business or private 
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TUESDAY THRU SATURDAY |  9  A.M. -  5 P.M.

1262 MAIN STREET, SWEET HOME

COME BY JULY 10
RIBBON CUTTING AT NOON

GRAND
OPENING
GRAND
OPENINGHappy

4TH

Photo by Sarah Brown
Brown paper covers the windows of a downtown building that has remained vacant for a 
number of years.

Council Wrestles with Downtown Standards Question

See Downtown, Page 10
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B R O K E R E D  BY

541-971-6356
SELLWITHGREGORY.COM

HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY

colleagues at Fire School, Har-
ris plans to put in for one of 
the hand crew positions in the 
fire district’s new program, 
which will provide assistance 
to homeowners to create de-
fensible space, create control 
lines and work on fuel reduc-
tion in about 40 miles of forest 
surrounding Sweet Home.

The wildland program not 
only provides more employ-
ment opportunities in the 
area, but also opens up a 
chance to work in fire service 
without having to do medical.

“It’s something they need 
that’s new and unprecedent-
ed,” Harris said about the pro-
gram. “That’s something that I 
like doing, kind of going into 
things new and being versatile 
and adaptable.”

Tyson Rust, who’s been vol-
unteering with SHFAD for 
about three years now, said his 
dad was a firefighter, so it’s a 
career he grew up around.

“I enjoy doing it,” he said. “I 
enjoy helping out and helping 
out the city and being part of 
the department.”

He also expressed interest 
in joining Sweet Home’s new 
hand crew.

The fire school they partic-
ipated in last week helps pre-
pare new and trained firefight-
ers for the rigors of fighting 
fire in both Oregon’s forests 
and rural-urban interface ar-
eas. Co-incident commanders 
Chris Mushrush, Fire Planner 
for Northwest Oregon Inter-
agency Fire Management, and 
Craig Pettinger, District For-
ester for ODF South Cascade 
District, led training in tactical 
skills and safety.

“Fire School provides crucial 
education and training in wild-
land fire to new firefighters 
and gives veteran firefighters 
a chance to refresh their skills 

and explore leadership oppor-
tunities,” Mushrush said. “It’s 
also an important opportunity 
to strengthen interagency ties 
and collaboration.”

Harris expressed appreci-
ation for the collaboration 
between multiple entities 
to make something like fire 
school and fire fighting possi-
ble.

“When you have wildfires, 
when you’re looking at fire 
marshals, the logistics, every-
thing, it’s a serious group of 
people that get together and 
make these things happen,” he 
said. “When you drive by, you 
just see a fire and firefighters. 
Then, once you get on this side 
of it, you realize how much it 
takes, just professional skill 
to be able to get that together 
and make it all happen in the 
correct fashion. It’s pretty cool 
to watch.”

The trainees learned about 
fire behavior, suppression tac-
tics, weather, map and com-
pass use, teamwork, leader-
ship, safety, use of engines, 
tools and hose lays, and fire 
investigation. Part of the ex-
perience also included giving 
the participants a taste of life 
in a real fire camp by sleeping 
in tents at the school, eating 
meals in a group and putting 
their new skills to work on live 
fires.

“This whole week is about 
how to be safe, how to prop-
erly do everything and how 
to basically cover our butts 
so there’s no casualties and 
everybody goes home,” Harris 
said.

The training culminated 
with a live fire exercise on 
Friday just outside of Sweet 
Home. The opportunity gave 
trainees a chance to apply 
their newly acquired skills and 
techniques to suppress and 
mop-up a real fire. The field 
site, located north of Foster 
Lake, was provided by Cascade 

Timber Consulting.
“The live fire exercise pro-

vides an invaluable train-
ing experience – working in 
smoke, hiking through uneven 
terrain, and working closely 
with crew members to dig a 
fireline – these are all things 
they’ll experience this season 
as wildland firefighters,” Pet-
tinger said.

In addition to Harris, Hepler 
and Rust, SHFAD volunteers 
Daniel Goodwin and Kelso 
Ellis also participated in Fire 
School.

The SHFAD volunteers cur-
rently work in a variety of av-
enues, including structural 
fires, rescues and brush fires. 
With the added training they 
received through Fire School, 
they will be more qualified to 
fight fires in wildland settings.

“I think after Wiley Creek 
kicked off last year, I think it’s 
kind of creating the urgency 
to get a crew together that has 
been through the school,” He-

pler said. “So if the community 
of Sweet Home has another 
incident such as Wiley Creek 

or Ames Creek or something 
up the Calapooia, we will have 
this local response to it.”

Photo by Sarah Brown
Wildland Fire School attendees walk from their campsite on the high school fields to the 
classrooms where they will learn firefighting skills.

Photo courtesy of Christian Whitfield, SHFAD 
SHFAD volunteer Jake Hepler lays out a progressive hoselay 
during training.

FIRE SCHOOL
From page 1



PAGE 10 | July 3, 2024 | The New Era

owners what they can and 
can’t do with their property,” 
she said.

Mayor Coleman responded 
by saying the government of-
ten does tell people what they 
can and can’t do with their 
property, and the former city 
hall building is updated and in 
use by the fire district.

Young said the city is doing 
what it can to bring in more 
businesses, but there are 
no mechanisms in place to 
change the problem of habit-
ually empty storefront build-
ings. It’s up to City Council to 
decide the fate of those who 
refuse to fill their buildings, 
and she listed out what ap-
peared to her to be their pre-
ferred options: an ordinance 
for demolition by neglect, ad-
ditional incentives, business 
registration or further discus-
sions about habitually vacant 
buildings.

“If you all are open to talking 
about it, I do think it has an 

opportunity to make a really 
positive difference in the com-
munity if done the right way,” 
Young said. 

Councilor Mahler respond-
ed that if the building own-
ers could be persuaded to 
use their buildings, perhaps 
through added incentives, 
then he believes there would 
be a 360-degree shift in the 
downtown core. Mayor Cole-
man added that there have 
been some positive changes 
downtown recently and “mul-
tiple” new businesses are ex-
pected to be opening up soon.

“We’re making progress,” she 
said. “We know that there’s 
some property owners who’ve 
dug in their heels, but the rest 
of them are really coming 
along.”

Councilor Thorstad said 
he’d like the public to engage 
in a survey so the city can see 
their response about the va-
cant buildings, and Councilor 
Sanchez expressed interest in 
offering more funding for in-
terior improvements for busi-
nesses.

The City of Sweet Home presents

FREE MOVIE & SNACKS!

KIDS ACTIVITIES START
AT 7:30 P.M.

more details at www.sweethomeor.gov

Rated PG

JULY 12TH

TROLLS BAND
TOGETHER

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 11A.M. - 2:30A.M.
FREE POOL, PEPSI PRODUCTS & COFFEE ALL DAY EVERY DAY!

1200 12TH AVE, SWEET HOME • 541-367-5119

PUB & GRUB
WE WILL BE CLOSED JULY 4TH - JULY 7TH

ENJOY YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS THIS 4TH OF JULY!

SHFAD Dispatched to La Pine Fire
By Sarah Brown 
Of The New Era

Sweet Home Fire and Am-
bulance District firefighters 
responded to a call for assis-
tance near La Pine after Linn 
County Task Force 3 was ac-
tivated by the Office of the 
Oregon State Fire Marshal 
(OSFM) on Tuesday, June 25.

SHFAD joined Brownsville 
Rural Fire District, Halsey 
Fire, Lebanon Fire District, 
Scio Fire District and Tangent 
Fire District as part of the Im-
mediate Response Task Force 
to what is being called the 
Darlene 3 Fire.

The fire sparked around 2 
p.m. about one mile south 
of La Pine on the east side of 
Darlene Way. The fire that 
day was estimated to be 250 
acres in size. The Deschutes 
County Sheriff’s Office placed 
levels two and three evacu-
ations near the fire, and the 
OSFM Red Incident Man-
agement Team was activated 
along with two structural task 
forces from Linn and Mari-
on counties. The OSFM mo-
bilized four additional task 
forces to arrive Wednesday 
morning.

Oregon State Fire Marshal 
Mariana Ruiz-Temple said 
the fire quickly grew within 
just a couple of hours, pushed 
by gusty winds and high fire 
conditions. 

Shannon Pettner, public in-
formation officer for SHFAD, 
said the Immediate Response 
Task Force was rolled into the 
conflagration as soon as it 
was declared.

“We were put on night shift 
as soon as we arrived, and 
were assigned to a housing 
subdivision that was in level 
three evacuation,” she said.

The crew worked three 

12-hour shifts before being 
short-shifted to a six-hour 
shift and, later, demobilized. 
Five other structural task 
forces from around the state 
that assisted in Darlene 3 in-
cluded Clackamas, and the 
counties of Clackamas, Clat-
sop, Marion and Lane.

Pettner reported that six 
small outbuildings and no 
homes were lost in the inci-
dent. Approximately 1,500 
people were displaced from 
their homes in the level three 
area evacuations.

Sweet Home’s crew re-
turned home on Saturday, 

June 29, after they were able 
to help achieve 50% contain-
ment of 3,889 acres.

“Any time that we can send 
our crews to go help other 
Oregonians, we support that 
a hundred percent. It’s a priv-
ilege to be able to go do that; 
it’s something that we don’t 
take lightly,” Fire Chief Nick 
Tyler said. “And we had that 
help last year on the Wiley 
Fire. We had two different 
task forces from outside the 
area come help us in a time of 
need, and so it’s always spe-
cial that we can go help other 
people in their time of need.” 

Photo provided by SHFAD
Embers and smoke surround trees just off a roadway as Dar-
lene 3 consumes more than 3,000 acres this weekend.

DOWNTOWN
From page 8

Photo by Sarah Brown
Multiple empty buildings take up almost an entire block on 
Main Street downtown.
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DIAL-A-BUS

SWEET HOME SHOPPER

CURB TO CURB IN SWEET HOME
MON-FRI 7 AM - 4 PM
CALL TO SCHEDULE
OFFICE HOURS 8-4

MON-SAT 9 AM - 4 PM
SHOP LOCAL- 4 TRIPS A DAY 

THROUGH TOWN

LINN SHUTTLE
MON-FRI 6 AM - 10 PM - 10 ROUTES PER DAY
SAT 7 AM - 7:30 PM - 6 ROUTES PER DAY
CALL FOR APPROVED FLAG STOPS

STUDENTS RIDE FREE WITH STUDENT ID  |  ALL OTHERS $1 PER TRIP
ELECTRONIC TICKETS - DOWNLOAD THE TOKEN TRANSIT APP: TOKENTRANSIT.COM
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE OFFICE OR ON THE BUS. 
ONLY CASH ACCEPTED BY DRIVERS (EXACT AMOUNT, NO CHANGE AVAILABLE)

SWEET HOME:
FOSTER
SH CITY HALL
HOY'S HARDWARE
13TH & KALMIA
SHEA POINT

LEBANON:
WALMART
LBCC
PARK & OAK

ALBANY:
LBCC MAIN CAMPUS
TRAIN STATION
HERITAGE MALL
DOWNTOWN
SAT ONLY: KOHL'S & WINCO

541-367-4775  |  LINNSHUTTLE.COM | F I N D  U S  O N  F A C E B O O K

SHHS Huskies Practice During Women’s Basketball Camp
By Sky Chappell 
Of The New Era

As the off season for high 
school sports progresses, the 
Sweet Home High School 
Girls Basketball team con-
tinues to practice in order to 
gear up for their season. The 
girls were seen during their 
basketball camp June 17 and 
June 18.

This camp is a yearly youth 
camp that allows the coach 
to get to know some of the 
younger kids in the commu-
nity who are interested in 
the program and allows for 
key program fundamentals 
to be taught. According to 
head coach Erika Evans, kids 
as young as kindergarten 
were in attendance. 

“[It] lets me figure out 
which kids are actually in-
terested in basketball,” Ev-
ans said. 

This camp can be a benefit 
to both the coach and the at-
tendees, as the camp allows 
a relationship to be devel-
oped before they get to the 
high school level.  

The camp began with 
guest speaker and husky 
alumni, Brooke Burke help-
ing teach different funda-
mentals. Burke is currently 
playing at the collegiate lev-
el for Pacific University. 

During this camp, Evans 
had two guest speakers. The 

other one was Sydney Wiese
According to wnba.com 

Wiese was selected as the 
number 11 overall in the 
2017 WNBA Draft, played at 
OSU and holds the all time 
Pac 12 three-point record. 
Along with playing at the 
collegiate level, Wiese was 
able to bring to the girls a lit-
tle insight on how she got to 
where she was. 

“You saw some of the light 

bulbs go on,” Evans said. “It’s 
not every day that you get to 
have a top round draft pick 
working at your camp and 
helping you.”

Evans also commented 
on how the girls had lots of 
questions for Wiese, ranging 
from what her favorite ice 
cream was to how she got to 
where she was. 

“It just gives them, these 
young women who are re-

ally awesome human beings 
and great basketball players 
to look up to with that expo-
sure. It gives them the idea 
of like, hey, I could do that if 
I start doing this now,” Evans 
said. 

This annual camp isn’t all 
of what is in store for the 
Sweet Home Girls Basketball 
team, as they’ve been prac-
ticing since school let out. 
Along with this, they have 

continued to play scrim-
mages and have over 20 
games planned throughout 
their summer league. 

Yearly youth camp to help 
get to know some of the 
youngsters in the communi-
ty who are interested in the 
program.

“We will definitely be hav-
ing a yearly camp, and I’m 
hoping to continue having 
guest speakers,” Evans said.

space or gallery, or perhaps 
a restaurant or coffee shop.

Young pointed out the side 
of the feed store has a large 
door opening up onto 13th 
Avenue, which could pro-
vide a valuable opportunity 
once “festival street” is mod-
ified into a one-way street 
and used for special events.

With CSC moving in with 
its in-kind service oppor-
tunities, Ridgeway Health 
and other potential orga-
nizations moving in at old 
City Hall, and opening up 
business opportunities at 
the feed store, Young be-
lieves the blocks surround-
ing the parking lot across 
from the library could see a 
boost in activity. She added 
that there’s a potential busi-
ness also opening up in the 
empty lot next to Mr. Lucky’s 
Deli. 

“This is a way to really 
start revitalizing that entire 
square,” she said. “And the 
synergy and work that can 
be done between the differ-
ent agencies will really get 
all of this going quickly.”

Administrative Services 
Director Cecily Pretty read 
a letter submitted by Josh 
Victor who opposed the 

purchase of more real es-
tate while the city has other 
properties that he said need 
attention. Young respond-
ed that projects for most 
of those properties are in 
process and Councilor Lisa 
Gourley chimed in, noting 
the amount of progress both 
council and city staff have 
accomplished in the past 
couple of years with parks 
and buildings.

“Businesses are very, very 
important to our communi-
ty’s livelihood, and services 
they bring into our commu-
nity are a high concern for 
us,” Gourley said. “Council 
has heard the community 
complain about the emp-
ty businesses downtown. 
This has been a huge sore 
and heartache for our com-
munity, especially for those 
people who remember how 
vibrant we were years ago.”

She said needs and oppor-
tunities have changed over 
time, so things are going to 
look different.

“We’re not taking from, 
but we’re making sure that 
there’s a future in town for 
everybody, so I think we 
should be proud of the work 
that’s being done,” she said. 
“I know some people don’t 
like that, but if we’re not 
growing and changing and 

investing in our community, 
we’re dying. Sweet Home has 
so much potential and we 
shouldn’t have to be driving 
to Lebanon to get job train-
ing, we shouldn’t have to be 
driving to Lebanon to go to a 
restaurant. We shouldn’t be 
having to leave our commu-
nity when these things were 
here. We used to have a shoe 
store. We used to have cloth-
ing stores. We used to have 
all these lovely things and 
we want to bring what we 
can back to our community.”

Citizen Karla Hogan asked 
the council why the city 
would get involved in pub-
lic business, and added that 
in-kind services wouldn’t 
be enough to cover the high 
costs of remodeling. She also 
noted that grants from the 
city for building improve-
ments is not nearly enough 
to put a dent in business 
owners’ projects, and she’d 
rather see the city invest 
more money into current 
business owners instead of 
competing with them.

Citizen Patrick Rogers also 
addressed the council on the 
matter, saying the city would 
be involving itself in prop-
erty management which is 
“a whole ‘nother world.” He 
also said incoming busi-
nesses may find themselves 

in competition with the city 
when trying to acquire a 
building. 

Young responded that 
it’s not uncommon for cit-
ies that are trying to revi-
talize their towns to invest 
in properties. She said the 
council could use grants to 
renovate vacant buildings, 
use the buildings as busi-
ness incubators for new 
businesses, and eventually 
even sell the building later 
down the road.

The council approved the 
purchase of the feed store 
building 5-1; Councilor 
Dylan Richards opposed.
In other business:

• The council participated 
in a work session prior to 
the regular meeting regard-
ing council goals specific to 
modifying Council Rules. In 
particular they briefly ad-
dressed attendance, how the 
council members act in pub-
lic, and how they represent 
the city.

• Citizen Robert Egner 
spoke to the council regard-
ing the City Council work 
session that took place pri-
or to the regular council 
meeting. He expressed frus-
tration, saying the council 
remained silent and “did 
nothing.” He asked they not 
table the discussion again 

if another meeting on the 
matter occurs, and he re-
quested rules be put in place 
for council member conduct 
in the community.

• The council appointed 
City Manager Kelcey Young 
as City Budget Officer.

• The council approved 
a resolution appropriating 
funds for FY 2024.

•  The council held a public 
hearing and approved a res-
olution declaring the city’s 
election to receive state 
funds.

• The council approved a 
resolution that certifies the 
city provides at least four 
services (e.g., police, fire, 
water, etc) in order to receive 
state revenues.

• The council adopted a 
$97.6 million budget for the 
2024-25 fiscal year. Taxes 
imposed include: the rate 
of $1.4157 per $1,000 of 
assessed value for General 
Fund operations, the rate 
of $7.8500 per $1,000 of as-
sessed value for the Police 
Local Option Levy, the rate 
of $1.1700 per $1,000 of as-
sessed value for the Library 
Services Local Option Levy 
and Non Ad Valorem cus-
tomer sewer usage charges 
not to exceed $50,000.

CITY COUNCIL
From page 7
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+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details. AR 
#0366920922, CA #1035795, CT #HIC.0649905, FL #CBC056678, IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA #559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329, MI # 2102212986, 
#262000022, #262000403, #2106212946, MN #IR731804, MT #226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-22, NJ #13VH09953900, NM #408693, NV #86990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, 
OR #218294, PA #PA069383, RI #GC-41354, TN #7656, UT #10783658-5501, VA #2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822JZ, WV #WV056912

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We o	 er fi nancing 
that fi ts your budget!1

1-855-536-8838
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

CALL NOW

855.341.5268

YOUR BATHROOM.  YOUR WAY. 
IN AS LITTLE AS 

ONE DAY

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs
Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 
and vary by dealer. Expires 8/25/2024.

&

Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make

Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 877-557-1912  
to schedule your free quote!

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot 
be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 6/30/24. Each dealer-
ship is independently owned and operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who 
qualify. See your dealer for details. ©2024 BCI Acrylic, Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 847-9778CALL 
NOW

OFFER EXPIRES 6/30/2024

$1000 OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
For 18 Months**

AND

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-833-395-14331-833-395-1433

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

Get Screened for Risks of Stroke 
and Cardiovascular Disease

Special Screening Package 
for $149

Call 844-655-0972

Are you at risk?

In the Matter of the Guardian-
ship of Minor Children last 

name: Slack
NOTICE TO INTERESTED PERSON: 

TODD TACKITT
County Case No. 24PR00573

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
Circuit Court of  County, State 
of Oregon, has granted Alterna-
tive Service for TODD TACKITT, 
in the Petition for Guardianship 
of his children.  TODD TACKITT 
should contact the Petitioners 
attorney, Catherine Pratt, of 
Ivers & Miller Law, 317 1st Ave. 
W, Suite 302, Albany, OR 97321, 
within 30 days after the date of 
first publication of this notice, 
or the claims may be barred.  
All persons whose rights may be 
affected by the proceedings may 
obtain additional information 
from the records of the court or 
the attorney for the Petitioners
DATED and first published: June 
19, 2024.
Attorney for Petitioners
Catherine M. Pratt
Ivers & Miller Law	
317 1st Ave. W., Suite 302 
Albany, OR 97321
(541) 928-5875
(Jun 19 - Jul 3)________________

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING AND 
REQUEST FOR COMMENT NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that the Sweet Home 
Planning Commission will hold a 
public hearing to consider the 
following request. REQUEST: The 
applicant is requesting to sub-
divide an approximately 282,704 
square foot (6.49 acre) proper-
ty into 29 residential lots, 1 
storm detention lot and asso-
ciated roadway and utility im-
provements. The subject proper-
ty is to the east of 23rd Avenue 
and west of 27th Avenue and is 
identified by Linn County Tax As-
sessor’s Map No. 13S01E32CA Tax 
Lot 4403. Lot sizes would range 
in size from 7,206 square feet 
to 8,626 square feet. All lots 
would be eligible to be devel-
oped with single, family dwell-
ings [SHMC 17.10.020(A)]. The 
subject property is in the Resi-
dential Low Density (R-1) Zone. 
Application SD24-01 is pending 
the approval of VR24-01. Appli-
cation SD24-01 and VR24-01 are 
being filed simultaneously. AP-
PLICANT: Laura LaRoque, Udell 
Engineering & Land Survey-
ing, LLC PROPERTY OWNER: Lazar 
Kalugin, Quality Plus Interiors 
FILE NUMBER: SD24-01 PROPERTY 
LOCATION: Sweet Home, OR 97386; 
Identified on the Linn County As-
sessor’s Map as 13S01E32CA Tax 
Lot 04403. REVIEW AND DECISION 
CRITERIA: Sweet Home Municipal 
Code Section(s) 17.10, 17.42, 
17.58.030, 17.58.040, 17.58.060, 
17.58.070, 17.110.040, 
17.110.050, 17.110.070, 
17.110.080 and 17.126. HEARING 
DATE &TIME: August 1, 2024, at 
6:30 PM HEARING LOCATION: City 
Hall Council Chambers, 3225 
Main Street, Sweet Home, Ore-
gon 97386 STAFF CONTACT:Angela 
Clegg, Tourism & Economic Devel-
opment Coordinator Phone: (541) 
818-8029; Email: aclegg@sweeth-
omeor.gov. You may submit com-
ments or recommendations prior 
to or at the public hearing. 
Written comments submitted by 
5:00 PM on July 22, 2024, will 
be included in the staff report 
that is provided to the Planning 
Commission. Written comments 
that are submitted after that 
time, but prior to the hearing 
will be presented to the Plan-
ning Commission at their public 
hearing. Comments may be emailed 
to aclegg@sweethomeor.gov or 
mailed or submitted to the Com-
munity and Economic Development 
Department office at City Hall, 
3225 Main Street, Sweet Home, 
Oregon 97386. Please include the 
file number in the subject line of 
your comment. The failure of an 
issue to be raised in a hearing, 
in person or by letter, or fail-
ure to provide sufficient spec-
ificity to afford the decision 
maker an opportunity to respond 
to the issue precludes appeal to 
the Land Use Board of Appeals 
based on that issue. A copy of 
the application, all documents 
and evidence relied upon by the 
applicant and applicable crite-
ria are available for inspection 
at no cost and a copy will be 
provided at reasonable cost. A 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING AND 
REQUEST FOR COMMENT NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that the Sweet Home 
Planning Commission will hold a 
public hearing(s) to consider 
the following request(s). RE-
QUEST: The applicant is seeking 
a variance to allow lot width to 
be measured from property lines 
as opposed to an easement(s) 
boundary for Lots 21 – 29 and to 
allow 31 percent (i.e., 9 lots) 
as opposed to 10 percent of lots 
within the proposed subdivision 
to be accessed by private ac-
cess easement. Lot Depth and 
Width: Where required by the 
underlying zone, the lot width 
shall be measured along the 
easement boundary and the lot 
depth shall be measured from the 
easement boundary to the rear 
lot line. [SHMC 17.42.120(C)]. 
No more than 10% of the lots 
within a subdivision may be ac-
cessed by a private street or 
private access easement. [SHMC 
17.58.030(C)(3)]. The subject 
property is zoned Residential 
Low Density (R-1). The Compre-
hensive Plan Designation is Low 
Density Residential (R-1). Ap-
plication VR24-01 is being filed 
simultaneously with Application 
SD24-01. Application SD24- 01 
is reliant on the approval of 
Application VR24-01. APPLI-
CANT: Laura LaRoque, Udell En-
gineering & Land Surveying, LLC 
PROPERTY OWNER: Lazar Kalugin, 
Quality Plus Interiors, LLC 
FILE NUMBERS: VR24-01 PROPERTY 
LOCATION: Sweet Home, OR 97386; 
Identified on the Linn County 
Assessor’s Map as 13S01E32CA 
Tax Lot 4403. REVIEW AND DECI-
SION CRITERIA: Sweet Home Mu-
nicipal Code Section(s) 17.10, 
17.42.120, 17.58.030, 17.106, 
and 17.126. HEARING DATE &TIME: 
August 1, 2024 at 6:30PM HEAR-
ING LOCATION: City Hall Council 
Chamber at 3225 Main Street, 
Sweet Home, Oregon 97386 STAFF 
CONTACT: Angela Clegg, Tourism 
& Economic Development Coordi-
nator Phone: (541) 818-8029; 
Email: aclegg@sweethomeor.gov. 
You may submit comments or rec-
ommendations prior to or at the 
public hearing. Written com-
ments submitted by 5:00 PM on 
July 22, 2024, will be included 
in the staff report that is pro-
vided to the Planning Commis-
sion. Written comments that are 
submitted after that time, but 
prior to the hearing will be 
presented to the Planning Com-
mission at their public hear-
ing. Comments may be emailed 
to aclegg@sweethomeor.gov or 
mailed or submitted to the Com-
munity and Economic Develop-
ment Department office at City 
Hall, 3225 Main Street, Sweet 
Home, Oregon 97386. Please in-
clude the file number(s) in the 
subject line of your comment. 
The failure of an issue to be 
raised in a hearing, in per-
son or by letter, or failure 
to provide sufficient specifici-
ty to afford the decision mak-
er an opportunity to respond to 

copy of the staff report will be 
available for inspection at no 
cost at least seven days prior 
to the hearing and a copy will 
be provided at reasonable cost. 
Please contact the Community and 
Economic Development Department 
at 3225 Main Street, Sweet Home, 
Oregon 97386; Phone: (541) 818-
8029. Persons interested in com-
menting on these issues should 
submit testimony in writing to 
the Community and Economic De-
velopment Department Office lo-
cated in City Hall prior to the 
hearing or attend the meeting 
and give testimony verbally. 
Persons who wish to testify will 
be given the opportunity to do 
so by the Chair of the Planning 
Commission at the Planning Com-
mission meeting. Such testimony 
should address the sections of 
the Sweet Home Municipal Code 
that are applicable to the re-
quest. The location of the meet-
ing is accessible to persons 
with disabilities. If you have 
a disability that requires ac-
commodation, please notify the 
Community and Economic Develop-
ment Department Office in advance 
of the meeting by calling (541) 
818-8029.
(Jul 3)________________________

the issue precludes appeal to 
the Land Use Board of Appeals 
based on that issue. A copy 
of the application, all docu-
ments and evidence relied upon 
by the applicant and applicable 
criteria are available for in-
spection at no cost and a copy 
will be provided at reasonable 
cost. A copy of the staff re-
port will be available for in-
spection at no cost at least 
seven days prior to the hearing 
and a copy will be provided at 
reasonable cost. Please contact 
the Community and Economic De-
velopment Department at 3225 
Main Street, Sweet Home, Oregon 
97386; Phone: (541) 818-8029. 
Persons interested in comment-
ing on this application should 
submit testimony in writing to 
the Community and Economic De-
velopment Department Office lo-
cated in City Hall prior to the 
hearing or attend the meeting 
and give testimony verbally. 
Persons who wish to testify 
will be given the opportunity 
to do so by the Chair of the 
Commission at the Planning Com-
mission meeting. Such testimony 
should address the criteria in 
the Sweet Home Municipal Code 
which are applicable to the re-
quest. Notice of the decision 
on this application will be 
mailed to the applicant, prop-
erty owner, those who provided 
written comments on the propos-
al, and those who requested a 
copy of the decision. The lo-
cation of the meeting is acces-
sible to persons with disabili-
ties. If you have a disability 
that requires accommodation, 
please notify the Community and 
Economic Development Department 
Office in advance of the meeting 
by calling (541) 818-8029.
(Jul 3)________________________
Sweet Home Cemetery Maintenance 
District regular Board of Direc-
tors meeting time change:
The public meeting held at Gil-
liland Cemetery office every sec-
ond Monday of the month
is changing time of meeting from 
4:00 p.m. to 12:00 p.m. until 
further notice.
(Jul 3)________________________
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
STATE OF OREGON FOR LINN COUN-
TY Probate Department In the 
Matter of the Estate of Donna 
Lee Fisher, Deceased. Case No. 
24PB05145 NOTICE TO INTERESTED 
PERSONS NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that the undersigned has been 
appointed Personal Representa-
tive. All persons having claims 
against the estate are required 
to present them, with vouchers 
attached, to the undersigned 
Personal Representative at 767 
Willamette Street, Suite 302, 
Eugene, Oregon 97401, within 
four months after the date of 
publication of this notice, or 
the claims may be barred. All 
persons whose rights may be af-
fected by the proceedings may 
obtain additional information 
from the records of the Court, 
the Personal Representative, or 
the attorney for the Personal 
Representatives, John C. Fish-
er. Dated and published on July 
3, 2024. Christy Weinhold Per-
sonal Representative
(Jul 3)________________________
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
STATE OF OREGON FOR LINN COUN-
TY Probate Department In the 
Matter of the Estate of Marvin 
Cliffe Fisher, Deceased. Case 
No. 24PB05148 NOTICE TO INTER-
ESTED PERSONS NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the undersigned has 
been appointed Personal Repre-
senttive. All persons having 
claims against the estate are 
required to present them, with 
vouchers attached, to the un-
dersigned Personal Representa-
tive at 767 Willamette Street, 
Suite 302, Eugene, Oregon 97401, 
witin four months after the date 
of publication of this notice, 
or the claims may be barred. All 
persons whose rights may be a 
fected by the proceedings may 
obtain additional information 
from the records of the Court, 
the Personal Representative, or 
the attorney for the Personal 
Representative, John C. Fisher. 
Dated and published on July 3, 
2024. Christy Weinhold Personal
Representative
(Jul 3)________________________
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
STATE OF OREGON FOR LINN COUN-
TY Probate Department  Robert 
Allen Burlington, Decedent. No. 
24PB04910 notice to interested 
persons NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN that Danny A. Burlington has 
been appointed personal rep-
resentative of the above-cap-
tioned estate. All persons hav-
ing claims against the estate 
are required to present them, 
with vouchers attached, to the 
Personal Representative, in care 
of the attorney for the Personal 
Representative at: 4742 Liberty 
Road S., #550, Salem, OR 97302-
5037, within four months after 
the date of first publication of 
this notice, or the claims may 
be barred. 
All persons whose rights may be 
affected by the proceedings may 
obtain additional information 
from the records of the Court, 
the personal representative, or 
the lawyers for the personal 
representative.
Dated and first published on July 
3, 2024.
Alexander M. Bluestone, OSB No. 
183071
Alex Bluestone Law, LLC
Attorney for the Personal Rep-
resentative
4742 Liberty Road S., #550
Salem, OR 97302-5037
503.383.1304
alex@salemprobate.com 
(Jul 3 - Jul 17)_________________
SERVICES: DIVORCE $130. Complete 
preparation. Includes chil-
dren, custody, support, property 
and bills division. No court 
appearances. Divorced in 1-5 
weeks possible. 503-772-5295. 
www.paralegalalternatives.com 
legalalt@msn.com. 
 
SERVICES: Donate your car, 
truck, boat, RV and more to 
support our veterans! Schedule 
a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations at 
1-866-695-9265 today! 
 
SERVICES: Get a break on your 
taxes! Donate your car, truck, 
or SUV to assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Arrange a 
swift, no-cost vehicle pickup 
and secure a generous tax credit 
for 2025. Call Heritage for the 
Blind Today at 1-844-533-9173 
today! 
 
SERVICES: The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 1 day. 
Limited Time Offer - $1000 off 

or No Payments and No Inter-
est for 18 months for customers 
who qualify. BCI Bath & Shower. 
Many options available. Qual-
ity materials & professional 
installation. Senior & Military 
Discounts Available. Call Today! 
1-844-847-9778. 
 
SERVICES: Safe Step. North 
America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off 
for a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-833-395-1433. 
 
SERVICES: Jacuzzi Bath Remodel 
can install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one 
day. For a limited time, waving 
ALL installation costs! Addi-
tional terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by dealer. (Of-
fer ends 8/25/24.) Call 1-855-
341-5268. 
 
SERVICES: Prepare for power out-
ages today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now to 
receive a FREE 5-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase. Call 
1-877-557-1912 today to schedule 
a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move. 
 
SERVICES: The Generac PWRcell, 
a solar plus battery storage 
system. SAVE money, reduce your 
reliance on the grid, prepare 
for power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financ-
ing Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 
1-844-989-2328. 
 
SERVICES: Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free information 
kit! Call 855-839-0752. 
 
SERVICES: GoGo. Live and age 
your way. Get help with rides, 
groceries, meals and more. Mem-
berships start as low as $1 per 
day. Available 24/7 nationwide. 
BBB Rated A+ Business. Call GoGo 
to get started. 1-855-383-8425. 
 
SERVICES: Eliminate gutter 
cleaning forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced debris-block-
ing gutter protection. Sched-
ule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 

today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-536-8838. 
 
SERVICES: Call LeafGuard and say 
goodbye to gutter cleaning for 
good. No cleaning. No leaking. 
No water damage. No more ladder 
accidents. Get LeafGuard today 
and be protected for life. FREE 
estimate. Financing available. 
20% off total purchase (Restric-
tions may apply.) Call 1-844-
345-1537. 
 
SERVICES: Switch and save up to 
$250/year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no hidden 
fees. Unlimited talk and text 
with flexible data plans. Premium 
nationwide coverage. 100% U.S. 
based customer service. For more 
information, call 1-877-916-
0803. 
 
SERVICES: Get DISH Satellite TV 
+ Internet! Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand 
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up To 
$600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-866-373-9175. 
 
SERVICES: DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite live TV, 
sports and local channels. 99% 
signal reliability! CHOICE Pack-
age, $84.99/mo for 12 months. 
HBO Max and Premium Channels 
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No annual 
contract, no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 
1-855-602-2009. 
 
SERVICES: Get Boost Infinite! 
Unlimited Talk, Text and Data 
For Just $25/mo! The Power Of 3 
5G Networks, One Low Price! Call 
Today and Get The Latest iPhone 
Every Year On Us! 844-955-3417. 
 
SERVICES: Is 2024 your year? 
We’re here for it and here for 
you. Reach your goals this year 
with WeightWatchers. Get started 
with THREE months FREE, visit 
www.weightwatchersoffer.com/39. 
 
SERVICES: Wesley Financial 
Group, LLC. Timeshare Cancella-
tion Experts. Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and learn 
how to get rid of your time-
share! Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 844-
487-0221.

Fire Season Begins
Oregon Department of 

Forestry announced the 
Sweet Home area is official-
ly entering fire season be-
ginning Monday, July 1.

The South Cascade Dis-
trict (Sweet Home and East-
ern Lane) and Western Lane 
Districts are all under fire 
season as of this day due 
to temperature, fuel mois-
ture content and relative 
humidity. ODF reported the 
number of fire calls have 
been relatively low, but 
grass is starting to cure out 
and conditions are primed 
for fire to move across the 
landscape.

ODF districts to the south, 
as well as the two fire asso-
ciations (Coos Forest Pro-
tective Association and 
Douglas Forest Protective 
Association) are already in 
fire season. The ODF dis-
tricts to the north will likely 
go into fire season around 
the first of July also.
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Relax with Healing Harmonies
Wednesdays from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Join local ArtsCare musicians each Wednesday 
for Healing Harmonies at Samaritan Lebanon 
Community Hospital. Genres include eclectic 
guitar styles, instrumental folk tunes, world beat 
improvisations and more. To view the entire summer 
schedule, visit samhealth.org/Classes.

Living well with chronic conditions
Tuesdays starting July 9 | 1 to 3:30 p.m.
This six-week workshop is for caregivers or 
people living with ongoing physical and mental 
health conditions such as heart disease, arthritis, 
diabetes and anxiety. The skills learned will help 
you take charge of your health by building skills 
in communication, problem solving and action 
planning. This workshop meets weekly in  
Lebanon. To learn more or register, email 
SHSHealthEd@samhealth.org or call 541-768-6811.

Empowering cancer patients through 
resources
Tuesday, July 9 | 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and  
Tuesday, Aug. 13 | 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
If you or someone you love has been diagnosed  
with cancer, the Samaritan Cancer Resource  
Center offers information and the support you 
deserve. Connect with our team while we are at 
Samaritan Lebanon Community Hospital.  
Resources include wigs and head coverings (by 

nutrition services, social work, transportation 
assistance and more. For more information, contact 
the Samaritan Cancer Resource Center at  
CancerResourceCenter@samhealth.org or  
541-768-2171.

Navigating postpartum depression
Thursday, July 11 | 6:30 to 8 p.m. and  
Thursday, July 25 | 6:30 to 8 p.m.
Every new baby is unique and so is every parent. 
Whether postpartum depression symptoms are 
mild or serious, if they last longer than two weeks or 
affect a person’s ability to enjoy their daily life, loved 
ones should encourage the parent to seek help. 
This Perinatal Support Connections class meets in 
person at Samaritan Lebanon Community Hospital. 
For more information, call 541-451-7872 or email 
HopeForMothersSupportGroup@samhealth.org.

Tour the Japanese Healing Gardens
Friday, July 12 | 10 to 11 a.m. and  
Friday, Aug. 9 | 10 to 11 a.m.
Join the Lebanon Community Hospital Foundation 
for a free summer garden tour where you can 
unwind while exploring the beautiful Japanese 
Healing Gardens located in Lebanon. The one-hour 
tour will guide visitors through Samaritan Health 
Sciences Campus Entrance Garden and Campus 
Garden. Learn about their history and how they’re 
cared for, all while enjoying the tranquil atmosphere. 
Tours begin at the Boulder Falls Event Center 
gazebo located at 605 Mullins Drive. No registration 
is required, so come and experience the beauty 
for yourself! For more information, please contact 
Brandy O’Bannon, Lebanon Foundation executive 
director, at bobannon@samhealth.org.

Men connecting through grief
Thursday, July 18 | 4 to 6 p.m. and  
Thursday, Aug. 1 | 4 to 6 p.m.
The virtual Man to Man Cancer Support Group is  
a space for men to discuss the physical and  
emotional aspects of dealing with cancer. 
Please contact the Cancer Resource Center at 
CancerResourceCenter@samhealth.org or  
541-812-5888 to register. 

Samaritan health seminars available
Ongoing at samhealth.org/HealthSeminars
The medical professionals of Samaritan Health 
Services host online health seminars on a variety 
of topics throughout the year. If you are unable to 
attend a live session, you are welcome to view a 
recording of past programs online. 

Livinghealthy
Community classes to  

keep you healthy

samhealth.org

Visit samhealth.org/Classes for a 
complete list of classes and support 
groups in your community.
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By Larry Mauter
For The New Era

Lena Tucker logged in near-
ly 30 years of public service 
with the Oregon Department 
of Forestry (ODF). Since taking 
the retirement off-ramp, the 
Sweet Home resident — who 
retired as ODF deputy state 
forester — has hardly slowed 
down her civic activities.

She is being recognized for 
her efforts as the Linn County 
Small Woodlands Association 
Volunteer of the Year for 2024.

Tucker and four other Or-
egon Small Woodlands As-
sociation (OSWA) volunteers 
were honored Friday June 14, 
in Lebanon at the statewide 
OSWA conference.

“Lena agreed to chair our 
annual seedling sale, which in 
itself is a huge commitment,” 
said Mike Barsotti, LCSWA 
president. “But in addition to 
overseeing the chapter’s major 
revenue project, Lena moved 
the ordering process to a web-
based system. It worked very 
well.”

Tucker has been involved 
nationally with the Sustainable 
Forestry Initiative and is also a 
certified forester through the 
Society of American Foresters. 
She has also been a member of 
the Sweet Home Park and Tree 
Committee since 2015.

“Lena did an amazing job in 
her first year at the helm of the 
seedling sale, exhibiting great 
confidence and flexibility,” 
said Bonnie Marshall, former 
chairperson of the sale. “She 
took us to a whole new level in 
just one year. Not only did she 

implement the new online or-
dering system, she successful-
ly navigated the seedling sale 
through some rough waters 
when she had to change the 
date and location of the sale at 
the last minute because of bad 
weather and field conditions.”

A total of 10,011 tree and 
native plant seedlings were 
packed for the pre-orders this 
year, followed by an addition-
al 827 plant orders during 
the annual sale in February. 
The 29th annual sale raised 
$13,800 for scholarships for 
Linn County residents in for-
estry or natural resources 
majors, as well as 4-H forestry 
students.

The 30th annual sale is set 
for Saturday, Feb. 15, 2025, at 
the Linn County Expo with 
Thursday and Friday as set-up 
days for volunteers.

1524 Long Street, Sweet Home • 541-367-2931
Open Monday-Thursday 8-5 | www.SweetHomeDental.com

GENERAL DENTISTRY, ORTHODONTICS, IMPLANTS & MORE

HAPPY
4TH OF
JULY!

VARIETY OF SIZES, STYLES AND PRICE RANGES
WE SELL SHEDS

BUY OR RENT TO OWN
(36 OR 60 MONTH PAYMENTS)

90 DAY SAME AS CASH
SOME MODELS DISCOUNTED CALL OR STOP BY FOR DETAILS�

4309 Main Street • 541-367-6844

JULY SALES DISCOUNT 
UP TO 25% OFF

ON SELECTED SHED'S IN STOCK

Photo by Larry Mauter
Lena Tucker smiles after 
being recognized June 14 for 
her LCSWA volunteer efforts.

Sweet Home Resident
Named LCSWA 
Volunteer of the Year

By Sarah Brown
Of The New Era

A 3-year-old boy in Scio 
might be the only person in 
Oregon to be diagnosed with 
what his parents call a rare 
“devastating” genetic neuro-
degenerative disease known 
as Spastic Paraplegia Type 50 
(SPG50), and they are fight-
ing to raise at least $1 million 
for a clinical trial that could 
stop progressive damage.

Lincoln, 3, was diagnosed 
with the disease in October 
after his parents, Cody and 
Jordan Medeiros, had genet-
ic testing performed.

Jordan explained they be-
came aware their son had 
a brain abnormality while 
she was still pregnant with 
him, but a cause could not 
be identified. When he was 6 
months old, Lincoln was di-
agnosed with microcephaly, 
global developmental delay 
and low muscle tone. Later, 
an MRI at Oregon Health & 
Science University revealed 
other structural abnormali-
ties of the brain, but a cause 
was still unknown.

After that point was when 
the family was offered ge-
netic testing which revealed 
both parents have a mu-
tation in a particular gene 
(AP4M1) that was passed 
down to Lincoln, causing the 
proper function of the AP-4 
protein to be unable to be 
carried out, Jordan said.

“We were initially relieved 
to have an answer,” she said. 
“Then I began to do some 
online research and what I 
read was devastating.” 

SPG50 causes severe de-
velopmental delay, seizures 
and paraplegia that advanc-
es to quadriplegia.

“Without treatment, a 
wheelchair or being bed-

bound is Lincoln’s future,” 
the parents said.

It is reported that there are 
fewer than 100 people in the 
world with SPG50, and that 
the only family in Canada 
whose child has the disease 
was the first to raise several 
million for the first clinical 
trial in 2022. That family, the 
Pirovolakis, led the effort to 
develop a gene therapy for 
SPG50 and placed their son, 
Michael, as the first person 
in the trial.

“(Mr. Pirovolakis’) goal has 
always been to move this 
through clinical trials as 
quickly as possible to get it 
FDA-approved so that it is 
available for all 100 children 
in the world who so desper-
ately need it, but the funding 
is lacking to continue for-
ward,” the Medeiros said.

Lincoln’s parents said 
treatment through the clini-
cal trial has so far been giv-
en to three other children 
around the world and “has 
shown tremendous prom-
ise.” The FDA approved the 
trial for Phase III to deliver 
eight more doses to affected 
children, and Lincoln is one 
of three children in the US 
eligible for the treatment.

“This treatment will stop 
the progression of the dis-
ease entirely,” they said. “The 
earlier it is given, the better 
the outcome. It cannot re-
verse damage that has al-
ready been done.”

The three American fami-
lies – including the Medeiros 
– are fighting to raise enough 
money to pay for the trial 
and have so far have raised 
7.5% ($75,000) of the needed 
funds to move that trial for-
ward.

Lincoln has been working 
with therapists since he was 

18 months old and continues 
to learn new skills, but they 
are skills that he will lose 
over time, Jordan said. She 
reported that most children 
with SPG50 have severe de-
velopmental delay, seizures 
and are non-verbal, and they 
are often paraplegic by age 
10 and quadriplegic by age 
20.

“Lincoln is fortunate that 
he can walk; many children 
with SPG50 do not walk 
without assistive devices,” 
Jordan said. “He does have an 
impaired gait – he has poor 
balance, is uncoordinated 
and he has muscle tightness 
leading him to walk on his 
tip-toes. Without treatment, 
it is likely he will begin to re-
quire a walker by the age of 
5.”

Due to the fact so few chil-
dren across the world share 
the disease, large biotech 
companies will not invest in 
the development of its treat-
ment, she said. She credits 
Terry Pirovolakis for lead-
ing the way to develop gene 
therapy.

“It pains us to know that 
eight more doses of this drug 
have been manufactured 
and are ready to be given to 
children, but it will not hap-
pen until the money can be 
raised to pay the hospital to 
run the study,” Jordan said. 
“(It) could be another one to 
two years before the money 
is raised to move forward. By 
then, Lincoln’s mobility will 
likely be worse.”

To learn more about Lin-
coln, his family and their 
mission, or to donate, visit 
LincolnsLight.org.

Scio Family Asks for Help for Rare Disease



PAGE 16 | July 3, 2024 | The New Era

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
AND VISITORS CENTER


