The cities of Sweet Home
and Lebanon together filed
a tort claim against the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, cit-
ing significant damages result-
ing from the Corps’ negligent
management of water resourc-
es at Green Peter Reservoir.

The claim focuses on the
Corps’ actions during a 2023
drawdown at the Green Peter
Dam, which caused elevated
turbidity levels in the South
Santiam River, affecting the
municipal water supplies of
both cities. The increased sed-
iment load severely impacted
the water treatment systems of
both cities, leading to height-
ened operational costs, equip-
ment damage, and the need
for costly pretreatment system
upgrades.

“The damages we've sus-
tained are substantial and on-
going,” Lebanon City Manager
Ron Whitlatch said. “Together
with Sweet Home, we are seek-
ing accountability for the harm
caused to our infrastructure
and the significant costs we've
incurred to ensure safe drink-
ing water for our communi-
ties.”

Left: treated water. Right: untreated water. Taken Oct. 31,2023

In addition, both cities offi-
cially declared a State of Emer-
gency in anticipation of poten-
tial impacts to water quality.

“This declaration ensures
that we are fully prepared and
have all necessary resources
to protect our community’s
water quality during this crit-
ical time,” Sweet Home Inter-
im City Manager Jason Ogden
said.

The emergency declarations
are a proactive step to ensure
both cities can effectively ad-
dress any challenges that may
arise. The declarations enable
the cities to work closely with
state and federal agencies and
access additional resources to
safeguard the safety and reli-
ability of their water supply.

Both cities are working to-
gether to seek compensation
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for damages, which exceed
more than $11 million in Sweet
Home and $26 million in Leb-
anon. These costs reflect the
anticipated upgrades neces-
sary of the water treatment
facilities to handle current and
future drawdowns, ensure long
term water safety, and address
the strain the drawdowns have
placed on the community’s re-
sources.

Reflecting on the Calapooia River

By Sarah Brown
Of The New Era

The story about the new-
est art exhibit at City Hall
centers around a river and
a television, with a dash of
COVID and a pinch of new
beginnings.

Lee Roscoe-Bragg’s exhib-
it, “Upper Calapooia,” is now
on display at City Hall until
Nov. 27, with an artist’s re-
ception on Oct. 24 from 4-5
p-m. Some of her artwork will
be for sale for $300 each.

When Roscoe-Bragg and
her husband, Bill, retired,
they set their sights on mov-
ing closer to their grandchil-
dren in Corvallis, so they
mapped out a one-mile radi-
us from the city and settled
on a plot of land that put
Roscoe-Bragg in her happy
place.

“I'd always wanted to live
on water, so we were lucky
enough to find a lot on the
Calapooia,” she explained.

Upon completion of a
house build, the couple
moved into their new home
in late 2018 and began set-

Photo by Sarah Brown

Lee Roscoe-Bragg stands with some of her acrylic paintings now on display at City Hall.

tling in, but soon enough
COVID overtook the world
and isolated them from the
community they were just
beginning to integrate with.
Meanwhile, a television
took the stage, apparently
creating something of a dis-

turbance in the house and
leading the artist to take up
acrylics for the first time in
her life.

Roscoe-Bragg is first and
foremost a watercolorist. She
graduated with an art degree
from California State Univer-

sity, Long Beach, and taught
art at a high school in north-
ern California.

“I think probably the most
fun was the kids just looking
at their own work and going,

See Reflecting, Page 9
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OBITUARIES

and numerous nieces and
nephews.

He was preceded in death
by his mother, Guadalupe;
his father. Alfredo Montano;
his step-father, Leo Fernan-
dez; brothers. Alfred Monta-
no, and Andy Fernandez; and
sisters, Rita Enrico, Marcy
Kelly and Julie Howel.

A celebration of life will be
held at a later date in Decem-
ber.

Severo Montano
March 5, 1938-October 14,
2024

Severo Montano was born
on March 5, 1938 in San Fi-
del, New Mexico and died
October 14, 2024 in Hillsboro
Nursing Care.

Severo was the youngest of
five siblings born to Guada-
lupe (Montano) Fernandez.
He lived in San Fidel until
his mother met and married
Leo Fernandez. The family
moved to Wilder, Idaho and
graduated from Wilder High
School in 1958. After gradu-
ation, he enlisted in the Na-
tional Guard and served until
1970.

Severo worked for several
area farmers and then began
working for the Wirth Cor-
poration in Caldwell, Idaho.
He married Joan Richards in
1969 and in 1970 the couple
moved to Sweet Home, where
her parents lived. He was a
resident of the Sweet Home
community for 54 years. He
worked for Willamette In-
dustries Plywood until he re-
tired in 1995.

Severo enjoyed playing
racquetball and was a regular
at Lebanon courts for many
years. In the 80s and 90s he
competed in and won multi-
ple local and state racquet-
ball tournaments. He also
enjoyed fishing in area lakes.

Severo is survived by his
children, Rebecca Leuang
Van, who lives in Des Moines,
Iowa and Nick Montano,
of Beaverton; sisters, Daisy
Sarceda of Wilder, Idaho, and
Mary Parrish, Albuquerque,
New Mexico; brother, Leo
Fernandez of Sweet Home;
granddaughter, Monika
Leuang Van of Des Moines

Joseph Charles Elkins
March 1, 1928 - September 26,
2024

Joseph Charles Elkins, 96,
of Lebanon, passed away
peacefully on September 26,
2024, at The Oaks, Lebanon.
Joe was born on March 1,
1928, in Lebanon, to Harry
and Mabel Elkins. Joe was the
great-grandson of Oregon
Pioneer Luther Elkins, first
President of the Oregon Sen-
ate, 1859-1860. Joe was proud
of his pioneer heritage being
a lifelong resident of the Leb-
anon/Sweet Home area.

Joe grew up on the family
farm and was a talented ath-
lete, participating in multi-
ple varsity sports at Lebanon
High School, graduating in
1946. Upon graduation from
high school he immediately
enlisted in the US Army, dis-
charged in 1947 with a rank
of sergeant, then enrolling at
the University of Oregon in
1948. Joe was active in ROTC
and played baseball for the
University of Oregon, gradu-
ating in 1952 with a business
degree. From 1951-1953 Joe
was again called to duty with
the US Army serving as a 1st
Lt.

He loved the outdoors, as
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an avid hunter, fly fisher-
man, and skier. Joe was a life-
time Select Master Mason of
+74years with the Cryptic
Masons of Oregon, an active
member of the American Le-
gion for +70 years, lifetime
member of the Benevolent
and Protective Order of the
Elks, among the other var-
ious professional organiza-
tions.

After his college and mil-
itary service, Joe was a pro-
fessional logger, conclud-
ing his working career with
Crown Zellerbach/Georgia
Pacific of 26 years, 1962-
1988, in business operations
as an accountant.

In 1953, Joe married Glo-
ria Alice Barry, a guidance
counselor and teacher at
Sweet Home, high school.
They had two sons, Craig
and Barry. Joe and Gloria
both retired early in life and
spent the next 20 plus years
extensively traveling the
world, while tending to their
beloved farm and animals
between adventures.

He was preceded in death
by his parents, Harry and
Mabel Elkins, his wife Glo-
ria of 60 years, and grandson
Taylor Forrest Elkins.

He is survived by his sons,
Barry Elkins and wife Kathy
of Mt. View, CA, Craig Elkins
and wife Cindy of Anchor-
age, Alaska, along with four
grandchildren, Kristi Cooper
(Kendall), Tom Elkins, Bren-
dan Elkins (Kelsey), Katie
McGinnis (Logan) and four
great-grandchildren, Camer-
on and Jackson Cooper, and
Melanie and Addison Elkins.

Those of you who knew
Joe understood he lived
life proudly and on his own
terms. A private family me-
morial will be planned for a
later date, perhaps at his se-
cret fishing hole.

In lieu of flowers and if
desired, memorial contri-
butions may be made to the
Wildland Firefighter Foun-
dation, 2393 ‘W’ Airport Way,
Boise, ID 83705. (WFFoun-
dation.ORG) Condolences
may be sent to the family c/o
Huston-Jost Funeral Home,
86 W. Grant St., Lebanon, OR
97355. www.hustonjost.com

Bette Jean Procknow
July 19, 1934 - October 11, 2024
Bette Jean Procknow passed
away on October 11,2024, at 90
years of age. Her last moments
were spent peacefully in her
room at the Oregon Veterans
Home in Lebanon, surrounded
by immediate family and care-
givers that had ensured her
comfort, daily. Bette's indepen-
dent spirit, impeccable mem-
ory, and zest for living life her
way will be missed by all who
knew and loved her. The family
asks that she be remembered
for the joy she brought to life,
not the sadness of her passing.
She was born on July 19,
1934, to loving parents Harold
Eugene and Elsie Ruth (Sack-
ett) Briggs in Mitchell, SD. She
graduated from high school in
Timber Lake, SD in 1952 then,
attended Black Hills State Uni-
versity in Spearfish, SD and
obtained her teaching certifi-
cate. Later that same year she
married Roy Austin Howard of
Timber Lake, SD and after a few
years of relocating for his con-
struction jobs they eventually
settled in Sweet Home around
1960. As a young mother, she
was a stay at home mom, and
they raised three children to-
gether. After their divorce,
Bette worked as a sales clerk
in Sweet Home, first at Speedy
Mart and later at Santiam
Drug Store until her retire-
ment. She remarried in 1973 to
Bruce Warner Procknow, also
of Sweet Home, and became
a stepmother to his two boys.
They purchased land and built
a home together just outside
of town on Fern Ridge Road
where they remained until his
passing in 2020. Shortly there-
after, Bette became extremely
ill with covid, the after effects
of covid, coupled with two rare

700 S Main St Lebanon | 541.357.4610 | www.synergy-tech-services.com

neurological disorders limiting
her ability to speak and care
for herself added to her declin-
ing health, making it necessary
for her to sell their home and
move into nursing care in 2021.
We thank the Oregon Veterans
Home, and their doctors, for
their dedication, support and
care that gave mom another 3
years with us. Bette loved her
family and over the years fre-
quently returned to South Da-
kota for visits with family and
friends that remained there.
She always attended the an-
nual Briggs Family Reunion in
Oregon where memories made
will remain cherished by ev-
eryone who came.

Her passions were playing
pinochle, gardening, canning,
sewing, and family genealog-
ical research and never pass-
ing up a good argument. Her
favorite flowers were yellow
roses and daffodils. She was
a member of the local VFW
Women’s Auxiliary, the Amer-
ican Legion Auxiliary, Daugh-
ters of the American Revolu-
tion (DAR), Eastern Star and
the Sweet Home Genealogical
Society, and along with her
husband Bruce, she support-
ed Shriners. Always giving her
time and energy back to family,
the organizations she felt com-
pelled to serve and the com-
munity she lived in for over 60
years.

Bette is survived by her
son Steven Howard of Sweet
Home; daughter, Sandra (An-
thony) Davis of Edmonds,
Washington; daughter Barba-
ra (Tom) Hanten of Lebanon;
step-son Donald (Vickie) Proc-
know of Sweet Home; step-son
Keith Procknow of Woodland,
Washington; sister Janice (Ger-
ald/d.2024) Oar of Springfield,
sister Dawn (Larry/d.2016) Mo-
nagon of Keizer; sister Patricia
Rardin of Milwaukie; step-sis-
ter Carol Eddy of Keizer, and
step-brother Daryl (Elenor)
Volesky of Orange Beach, Al-
abama. Bette had 8 grandchil-
dren, 24 great-grandchildren
plus multiple nieces, nephews,
and cousins. Bette was preced-
ed in death by her husband of
47 years Bruce Warner Proc-
know in 2020; her mother
Elsie Ruth [Sackett] Briggs in
1946; her father Harold Eu-
gene Briggs in 1968; her sister
Kim Lee (Bill/2016) Westlund
in 2015, her sister Debra Anne
(Larry) Ribble in 2024, her
step-mother Deloris Delight
(Emmett/d.2015) Johnson of
Salem in 2024 and her ex-hus-
band Roy A. (Donna) Howard
of Sweet Home in 2019.

A viewing will be 12 pm,
Saturday, November 2, 2024,
followed by a 1 pm service at
Sweet Home Funeral Chapel.
Final burial will take place at
Gilliland Cemetery. Imme-

See Obituaries, Page 3
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TEMPERATURES | _FORECAST

DATE HIGH LOW PRECIP WEATHER HIGH LOW
October 14 74 50 0.00 Thur Partly Cloudy 59 35

October 15 68 56  0.00 Fri Partly Cloudy 66 51

October 16 64 52 0.02 Sat Showers 62 47

October 17 58 44 0.12 Sun Showers 57 43

October 18 60 38 0.15 Mon Showers 55 4

October 19 76 48 0.00 Tues Showers 57 42

October 0.00 Wed Showers

Year to date: 21.02
October 25, 2023: 24.66

PRECIPITATION | LAKE LEVELS _

Foster Reservoir: 622.3
Green Peter Res.: 872.8
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TODAYS FIRE DANGER IS

LOW

The fire danger information
provided is current at the time
of publication. For the latest and
most accurate updates, please
visit: oregon.gov/odf
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diately after the final burial,
all are welcome to join the
family for food, refreshments
and to share memories at the
VFW Hall (580 Main St, Sweet
Home OR 97386) Sweet Home
Funeral Chapel is handling
arrangements. www.sweeth-
omefuneral.com.

Marilyn Joyce
Whittemoore
November 10, 1931 - October
14,2024

Marilyn Joyce Whittemoore,
92, of Corvallis passed away
Monday, October 14, 2024.
Sweet Home Funeral Chapel is

handling arrangements. www.
sweethomefuneral.com.

Barbara G. DeVyldere
August 22, 1939 - October 14,
2024

Barbara G. DeVyldere, 85, of
Salem passed away Monday,
October 14, 2024. Sweet Home
Funeral Chapel is handling
arrangements. www.sweeth-
omefuneral.com.

Gilbert Bruce Bentley
February 6, 1939 - October 18,
2024

Gilbert Bruce Bentley, 85, of
Sweet Home passed away Fri-
day, October 18, 2024. Sweet
Home Funeral Chapel is han-
dling arrangements. www.
sweethomefuneral.com.

CIRCUIT COURT

All information presented
herein is obtained from pub-
licly available Oregon court
and law enforcement records.
The Oregon Public Records
Law, as detailed in the Attor-
ney General's Public Records
and Meeting Manual, allows
public access to these records.
Every individual named or
referenced is presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a
court of law.

Warrants are out on the
following individuals: Hope
Marie Connors, Curtis Ray
Daniel, Brandon Ryan Free-
man, Aaron Thomas Halvor-
son, Billy Wayne Hatch Jr.,
Faron Walter Kennedy, Scott
Kevin Heinz, Noe Hernan-
dez-Reyes, Michael Trevor
Hilton, William Henry King
Jr., Charles James Marvel,
Bryce William McGowan,

Eric Wayne McKnight, Car-

rie Lynne Miller, Larry Rob-
ert Morgan, James Keith
Mortensen, Steven Dale Myers,
Nicholas Alan Nelson, Em-
manuel Wayne Peters, Daniel
Austin Phillips, Tammy La-
vonn Robinson, Kaden James
Rodriguez, Paul Levi Shelton,
Eric Wayne Steadman, Dustin
Lee Taylor, Joshua Alexander
Williams.

Joni Lynne Ortiz was
charged Oct. 16 with eight
counts of first degree sexual
abuse that allegedly occurred
from 1995 to 2022 with two
different subjects both under
the age of 14, and one count
of first degree unlawful sexu-
al penetration.

Nathan Johnathan Robert
Periman was charged Oct 10
with menacing constituting
domestic violence and un-
lawful possession of firearms.

PUBLIC SAFETY

Information for the Public
Safety report and Courts in
The New Era is sourced from
local law enforcement and
fire agencies. Incident de-
tails, which may not always
be available from agencies
in time for publication in our
weekly paper edition, could
be updated online as infor-
mation becomes available.
Addresses provided generally
denote the location of the in-
cident or arrest, occasionally
indicating the origin of the
call. It is crucial to emphasize
that our reporting of an indi-
vidual’s arrest or citation for
a crime does not imply guilt.
Determination of guilt can
only be established through
legal proceedings in court.

Oct. 14

12:09 p.m - Nicholas Nivi-
son, 31, was cited on a Leba-
non Municipal Court warrant.

1:58 p.m - Benjamin Reuben
Pannier, 41, was arrested on
Sweet Home Municipal Court
warrants for failure to appear
on two counts of driving under
the influence of intoxicants.

3:08 p.m - Robert Church,
52, was cited for driving while
suspended, driving uninsured
and warrants.

3:54 pm - Theresa Chris-
tine Alberts was arrested on a
Sweet Home Municipal Court
warrant for failure to comply
on an original charge for third
degree theft.

5:56 pm - Caller reports
campaign signs were stolen.
Report taken, valued loss $40.
Oct. 15

8:09 a.m - Katherine Ber-
ghoffer, 43, was arrested on a

FORRENT - 1890 KALMIA ST #3

SWEET HOME
Cozy 1-bedroom, 1-bath apartment in
Sweet Home, OR, with convenient
onsite laundry. The kitchen includes a
range and fridge, making meal prep
heat. Please note, no pets are allowed.
next home—don’t miss out!

AVAILABLE

easy. Stay warm year-round with electric |

This charming space is ready to be your '

Sweet Home Municipal Court
warrant for failure to appear
on an original charge for third
degree theft.

9:11 a.m - George Hender-
son, 64, was cited for dog at
large.

11:19 a.m - Anthony Wilcox,
was cited for driving unin-
sured.

12:19 p.m - Ashlee Dee Fla-
nagan, 36, was arrested on
a Linn County Circuit Court
warrant for failure to appear
on an original charge for felon
in possession of a firearm.

12:20 p.m - Bronson Putney,
29, of Brownsville, was cited
for driving while suspended.

1:23 p.m - Daniel Joseph
Maurice, 58, was arrested on a
Sweet Home Municipal Court
warrant for failure to appear
on an original charge for driv-
ing while suspended.

3:35 pm - Rosalina Rivas,
36, of Albany, was cited for an
Albany Municipal Court war-
rant.

Oct. 16

1:11 a.m - Brandon Debree,
37, of Eugene, was arrested for
menacing and three counts of
second degree criminal tres-
pass.

4:19 a.m - Tracy Bennett, 57,
was cited for violation of the
basic rule.

8:27 am - Raymon Wayne
Littell, 48, was arrested on
Sweet Home Municipal Court
warrants for failure to comply
on an original charge for driv-
ing while suspended.

9:15 am - Tracy Lynn Wa-
terman, 51, was arrested on
a Lebanon Municipal Court
warrant for failure to appear
on an original charge for sec-

450

SQ.FT.

1

BED

1

BATH

$850

RENT

ond degree criminal mischief.

10:19 a.m - Gilbert Alanzo
Martinez, 48, was arrested on
an Albany Municipal Court
warrant for failure to appear
on an original charge for sec-
ond degree theft and Sweet
Home Municipal Court war-
rants for failure to comply on
an original charge for second
degree criminal trespass and
failure to appear on charges
for fourth degree assault and
second degree criminal tres-
pass.

2:12 pm - Rachel Nicole
Hurst, 42, was cited for speed-
ing. 30/20.

3:07 pm - Dustin Kyle
Coughran, 34, was arrested
on a Sweet Home Municipal
Court warrant for failure to
appear on an original charge
for third degree theft, a Leba-
non Municipal Court warrant
for a probaion violation relat-
ing to third degree theft, an Al-
bany Municipal Court warrant
for contempt of court, a Salem
Municipal Court warrant for
failure to appear on an origi-
nal charge for failure to carry
and present and an Oregon

See Public Safety, Page 16
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CHURCH

DIRECTORY

For where two or three are gathered together
in My name, I am there in the midst of them.

-Matthew 18:20
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LUTHERAN

SUNDAY
9:30 AM

11 AM 4TH & 5TH SUNDAYS

Worshiping at
United Methodist Church
6th & Ironwood

541-990-1487

».church

GATHERING
TIME
10:45 A.M.

890 Mountain View Rd.
541-967-HOPE (4673)

www.hope.church/sweethome

Mt Calvary
Missionary Baptist
Church

Sunday Service 11am
Come join us!

Bible Study
10 am Sundays.

1042 Pleasant Valley Rd.
541-818-0022

St. Helen's
wCo’rholic Church

% 600 6th Ave, Sweet Home

www,swéethomecatholicchurch.com

Holy Mass
Sat. at 5:30pm & Sun. at 9:00 am
Confessions

Before Masses or 1st, 2nd & 3rd Sat.
4:00 - 5:00 pm

Baptisms, Weddings, Confirmations

and Anointing of the Sick - call

541-367-2530

Fr. Jossey Kuriakose

Sweet Home
United
Methodist
Church

Open Hearts,
Open Minds,
Open Doors

A Reconciling Congregation

11:00 am Worship
Free Meal - Tue, Wed & Fri - 5:00 pm

6th & Ironwood * 541-367-3073
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In Christ
Fellowship

New Life

(formerly Sweet Home Mennonite)

1266 44th Ave. PO Box 515
541-367-2848 ¢ shnlic.org

10:30 a.m. Worship Service
10:30 a.m. Children’s Church

Sweet Home
Evangelical Church

Join us Sunday 10:30 am
FOLLOW US AT:

FACEBOOK.COM/SWEETHOMEEC
1347 Long Street « 541-367-4357

A
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Elm Street Baptist Church

Sunday Services:
9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship
5:00 pm Prayer Meeting

1150 EIm St. Sweet Home
541-367-5883

FELLOWSHIPF

l = CORNERSTONE

a foursquare church

Services:
10 am Sunday

1234 Long St.,Sweet Home
541-367-6161

shcornerstonefellowship.org
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FEOPLE OF THE BOOK

Am HaSefer

New Testament Jews
.finding the Messiah of the
New Testament in the Old Testament.
Luke 24: 44-46

SATURDAY
SHABBAT SERVICE:

Worship: 10:00am
Torah Study: 11:30am

Held at
Trinity Baptist Church
72 E Elmore St, Lebanon

For More Info Call:
541-248-0595
503-358-4904

— all (hmes Cheels —
SUNDAYS at 10am
www.chapel.cc

REACH MORE PEQPLE
INYOUR COMMUNITY

LET THEM KNOW:
- SERVICE TIMES

- SPECIAL SERVICES

- OUTREACH PROGRAMS

- MINISTRIES
* AND MORE...

ADVERTISE WITH
The Nefr BTra

541-367-2135
JOHN@GCC-MEDIA.COM

FRONM OUR FILES

Pam Mulholland and Diane Hyland take a weigh-in of two

o

—

rather well-endowed fathers who attended “Fat Daddy
Dinner” sponsored by the International Order of Rainbow

Girls in 1974.
Oct. 27,1949

A city ordinance requiring
the registration of all bicy-
cles in the city had its first
reading this week that will
require all bicyclists to have
license plates, be subject to
traffic regulations and gen-
erally be quite like the au-
tomobile driver. Miniature
metal license plates for the
bikes have already been re-
ceived by the city, and traffic
laws and sentences will be
defined soon.

A building permit was is-
sued to the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows for the
construction of a two-sto-
ry building at the northeast
corner of 13th and L streets.
The building will be pushed
to completion as soon as
possible and the cost was
set at $10,000, with the ex-
planation that the property
would exceed that in actual
value since there would be
cooperative contributions of
labor by members.

Congressman Harris Ells-
worth announced that the
federal postal authorities
had changed their earli-
er decision and that Sweet
Home was now assured of
city mail delivery service in
the near future, as long as
there is cooperation from
the general public and local
authorities.

Oct. 24,1974

For years the city and
school district have cast cov-
etous eyes upon the old Ore-
gon Plywood property, some
20 acres in the middle of
town between 14th and 18th
avenues. The city considers
it ideal for expansion of San-
key Park while the district

wants to expand the high
school grounds. Efforts to
purchase the property were
shunted by the $140,000
price tag, but unknown to
them it recently was sold
at a sheriffs sale this sum-
mer for only $39,282. The
government entities only
learned of the sale when the
new owner out of Spring-
field inquired if the city was
interested in buying the
property. Questions of liens
and promised donations of
the property add more tan-
gles into the web.

Oct. 27,1999

Camp Attitude’s founder,
Ron Heagy Jr., wants to lo-
cate and acquire property
to trade to Linn County for
a 75-acre property adjoin-
ing his 34-acre Camp Atti-
tude. He was exploring the
opportunity to buy the land
when the owners decided to
just donate it to the county
and now Heagy is concerned
about a new county park be-
ing constructed there.

Volunteers formed three
committees to work on spe-
cific, small projects that help
youths build a list of their as-
sets, such as integrity, hon-
esty, social skills, resolution
skills, sense of self, etc. The
asset-building groups are
arising out of the Youth Ini-
tiative, a program based on
research showing that the
more assets children pos-
sess, the less likely they are
to engage in risky behavior.
Committee member Diane
Gerson is using the tech-
nique for youth and adults
to determine the city’s own
assets or positive character-
istics.
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The Sweet Home Com-
munity Foundation and The
New Era hosted a candidate
forum on Thursday, Oct. 17,
giving the 12 City Council
candidates an opportunity to
answer questions regarding
issues that impact the com-
munity.

Two of the 12 candidates
were unable to attend. Inside
can be found a transcript of
each of the candidates’ an-
swers at the forum, with the
addition of the other two
candidates who responded
to questions via an in-person
interview (Jennifer Victor) or
email (Erin Barstad).

It should be noted that Vic-
tor was asked similar ques-
tions prior to the forum, but
they were not always identi-
cal or lined-up with the ac-
tual questions posed at the
forum. As such, we tried to
align her answers with the
best fit for the forum ques-
tions, and some of the forum
questions were not given to
her to be answered here.

Outgoing city coun-
cil members, whose terms
end Dec. 31, 2024, are: Lisa
Gourley, Greg Mahler, An-
gelita Sanchez, Dave Trask.
Sanchez is running as an in-
cumbent this year. Remain-
ing council members, whose
terms end Dec. 31, 2026, are:
Susan Coleman, Dylan Rich-
ards, Joshua Thorstad.

Introduce yourself, and
provide a brief background
of yourself and why you
wish to serve on the city
council.

Chelsea Augsburger: 1
would be honored to earn
your votes. I am a lifelong
resident of Sweet Home. I re-
member what Sweet Home
was, I see what it is today, and
I would be honored to help
shape the future of our town.
I was a local teacher here. I
alsoworked at the Linn Coun-
ty Assessment office, also the
City Planning Department.
I am well versed in the chal-
lenges facing our town and
I'm well equipped to help us
navigate those challenges.
If elected to council, I would
work to be fiscally respon-
sible with your tax dollars. I
would work to increase noti-
fications to the residents of
town. I would work to make
sure to advocate for all cit-
izens. I would listen to you
and I would be accountable
to citizens in Sweet Home.

Erin Barstad: I have lived
in Sweet Home all my life
and I love our community. I
decided to run for City Coun-
cil because I think we need
a change. We need younger
eyes and ears. [ want to help
make a difference. I feel that
is the reason anybody de-
cides to do something like
this.

Matthew Bechtel: My
leadership training comes
from my military experience.
I joined the National Guard.
I originally joined the Guard
to stay local within the com-
munity, put out forest fires,
help with flooding that was
going on in the late '90s, and
they ended up sending me
to Iraq. That wasn’t so bad.
I learned a lot of acronyms
while I was in the Army. The
biggest acronym that really
stuck to me was the one of
leadership, and I try to exem-
plify the traits of this leader-
ship. What I've got, I've got
loyalty, duty, respect, selfless
service, honor, integrity and
personal courage. These are
the traits I try to exemplify
myself with every day. My
wife and I moved to Sweet
Home about four years ago.
We bought our first house
and since then we have both
dove heavily into the com-
munity and been very active
in our roles.

Ken Bronson: My wife Fran
and I, we live here in Foster.
Our blended family includes
six children and five grand-
children. I've been in Sweet
Home for 14 years. I grew
up on a 320 acre farm out
west at Junction City with
12 siblings. I worked my way
through college working in
the woods and mills in Lane
County. I graduated from
Southern Oregon Universi-
ty with a bachelor’s degree
in business. I spent 29 years
managing wood products
companies and the last 12
years running public trans-
portation here in Sweet
Home through the Senior
Center for the Sweet Home
Transportation and the Linn
County Transportation sys-
tems. I currently serve on the
board of directors of the Se-
nior Center. I have financial
and managerial experiences
in seven-figure operations. I
coach soccer, tee ball, volley-
ball, basketball, you name it;
with three kids, I coached it.
Boy Scout leader, five years
on the Pleasant Hill School
Board, five years on the
Pleasant Hill Forestry Advi-
sory Team.

Elaine Evans: I was born
and raised in this town, and
after I left to go to college at
Northwest Christian College
in Eugene where I studied
speech communications and
music, I came back to this
town when my father passed
and I inherited his house. I
live there with my husband,
Peter, who's retired, and I'm
retired. The reason I'm run-
ning for City Council is I want
to have a voice. I want to be
able to say that I've done
something with my life, a
positive thing, and putting a
positive stamp on this town
is something that I feel like is
needed.

Rejeana Hayes: I am a
member of Holley Church
and I work for the United
States Post Office as an NT
clerk.l own my own business,
Rejeana’s Notary, state certi-
fied. I'm married to Raymond
Hayes, who likes to keep to
himself. We have six kids to-
gether, and four of them went
to Sweet Home High School.
They are all out on their own
now. I am running for City
Council because I live here in
Sweet Home and I want to be
a part of making Sweet Home
better. When I say ‘better, I
mean the way City Council
handled the stop signs and
other issues, I don't think it
was handled well. I felt that
we were blindsided and most
of the people that I talked to
felt the same way.

Aaron Hegge: I'm a life-
long resident in Sweet Home.
I live here with my wife and
three kids. I graduated Sweet
Home High School in 2002
and I was able to play basket-
ball in college for four years,
where I got my bachelor’s
in business management.
From there I spent 13 years
in retail management, and
more currently I now own
an insurance agency here in
town. I've been a Rotarian
for three years here for the
Sweet Home Rotarian Club.
More recently I was the pres-
ident and, during that time, I
saw what our community is
about and what we can do. I
built great relationships with
the community and the lead-
ers. As a councilor, I want to
be the voice of the communi-
ty and I believe our decisions
and actions as community
members should reflect our
community.

David Lowman: I'm run-
ning for City Council be-
cause I feel like I have some
experience in the city. I was
three years appointed on the
Budget Committee, one year
on the City Charter Review
Committee, and one year as
a planning commissioner. I
love giving back to my com-
munity to save tax dollars
for our city, as well as for our
community people. I'd like to
earn your vote by showing
you what I can do. I appreci-
ate living here, working here
in the city of Sweet Home. I
also work for the post office,
so I see a lot of people all the
time, delivering the mail. But
I do see some changes that
need to be done in this city
and I would like to be your
voice on the council.

Dawn Miller: I'm a resident
of Sweet Home for 19-plus
years. We came to this com-
munity kind of backwards;
people that know me know
the story. I love this commu-
nity that embraced us when
we landed here. I'm retired,
a wife, mother, and grand-
mother of seven grandchil-

dren. I'm running for City
Council because, as it stands
right now, our council is bro-
ken. It needs to be corrected.
So that’s why I'm here.

Angelita Sanchez: Cur-
rently I am your city coun-
cilor. I'm the only incum-
bent running with 11 other
people. I'm just so excited
that we have all these peo-
ple wanting to stand up for
our community. We have an
opportunity in Sweet Home
to go a new direction and I
hope that we choose wisely,
listen to what everybody has
to say, and make the deci-
sion best for our community.
I'm a fourth-generation resi-
dent of Sweet Home. [ own a
small business. I've done a lot
of things for this communi-
ty already and I'm willing to
commit as much time as I can
to continue serving the com-
munity of Sweet Home.

Jennifer Victor: I was born
and raised here. I've raised 5
kids here. We've owned sev-
eral businesses here, we own
property here, we are fully
vested here and we love our
community. I think I got to
the point where in some of
our social circles I was com-
plaining about certain things,
like not having a real great
reason for businesses - we're
very under-utilized here in
Sweet Home - and I just feel
like we can just capitalize on
so much industry. I feel like
were not taking advantage,
and so I was complaining a
little bit to my friends and
it just kind of hit me all of
a sudden; I thought to my-
self, “I don’t get to complain
unless I'm doing something
about it.” I feel like I have a
lot of unique things to bring
to the table. Just from what
we do and my background I
just feel like I have some re-
ally great business-minded
type things that I can bring
to the table, there are some
very unique things I could
bring into the City Council.
And so the more I thought
about it, I just thought I real-
ly need to get involved. We're
going to be here for the rest
of our lives. I want to create.
I want our city, our town to
be a place where you don't
necessarily have to leave to
go do something in the eve-
ning with your kids. I want
to bring more opportunity to
the city of Sweet Home. I love
it here, like I said; we're never
leaving. I love being part of
the community. I've done the
Sportsman’s Holiday Court,
I've been on that committee.
I absolutely love our city. It's
just fun; it’s a fun, great place
to be involved. That’s kind of
one of the things also that got
me thinking about it. This is
a really great opportunity for
me to bring a little bit of my
background.

Brandy Wysong-Frick: I

have lived in Sweet Home for
40 years. I went all through
the schools here and then to
LBCC and OSU. I am mar-
ried to Travis Frick and we
have one adult son, Brian. In
my 20s and 30s, I was a stay
at home mom with our son
and my nephews, spending
my time volunteering with
Cub and Boy Scouts, the
Hawthorne PTC, and being
a part-time tax accountant.
I am now a senior accoun-
tant with experience in tax,
compliance, retail and health
plans. In my personal life, I
like to garden, hike with my
dogs, and tend to my goats
and chickens. I am running
for City Council because my
life is in Sweet Home and I
want our town to continue
to be a good place for future
generations to live.

Describe your own com-
munity involvement during
the last 12 months. This
may include attending City
Council or other city meet-
ings, community volunteer-
ing, etc.

Chelsea Augsburger: ['ve
attended some of the recent
City Council meetings. I do
very much appreciate that
most of them are recorded
on YouTube, so if I have a
conflict I'm able to stay up to
date with what is going on,
and I'm also involved in our
local school district.

Erin Barstad: I have been
on the Sweet Home Cheer
Board for the last two years
as a parent liaison. I am a
volunteer coordinator for
Sweet Home Booster Club
and the treasurer of our
newly formed Sweet Home
Rodeo and Events Board. I
am part of the Sweet Home
Traffic Committee. I have
also helped with Cut the Gut
along with Sportsman's Hol-
iday and Christmas parades.
I am awaiting a vote to join
Sunshine Industries’ board
as well.

Matthew Bechtel: Since I
don't work, I have spent a lot
of time volunteering around
town. Currently I'm the chair
of the Budget Committee. I'm
a member of the Park & Tree
Committee. I'm the direc-
tor of the Hope Church food
pantry. I co-sponsored the
Sweet Home work day with
Santiam Sound (this next
year will be our third year in
operation). 'm a member of
the Elks Lodge. I volunteer
with the Beautification Com-
mittee, we planted the flow-
ers in the median. I'm a vol-
unteer for Mrs. Claus & Elves
Toy Workshop; I'm an elf, and
I was the elf at the Harvest
Festival.

Ken Bronson: Bicycle ed-
ucation, fifth grade class.
Council, I've been to four of
them in the last few months.
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Dolly Parton Reading Pro-
gram through our Rota-
ry. Easter egg hunt, Rotary.
Trans Advisory Board, chair,
for the Transportation work
in Sweet Home. Linn County
Parks, board chair, represent-
ing Sweet Home.

Elaine Evans: I volunteer
with one Sweet Home lead-
ership team that promotes
unity between the churches
in Sweet Home.

Rejeana Hayes: | have gone
to several council meetings to
see what’s been going on, and
then I also volunteer through
my church, and then I just
volunteer through SHEM
whenever I get a chance to
give throughout the time.

Aaron Hegge: A lot of my
stuff is with the Rotary. We
do quite a bit for the commu-
nity: Easter egg hunt, raise
funds for scholarships, the
Dolly Parton Imagination Li-
brary. I've been a coach for
Boys & Girls Club sports: bas-
ketball, baseball, flag football.
It's just the last thing with
kids, finding something that
they love to do and work at it
and get better.

David Lowman: Last year I
volunteered to work the Har-
vest Fest. I worked the entire
day at six o’clock in the morn-
ing helping all the vendors
find their spots. I also, around
the community on my days
off, I help seniors; [ take them
to the doctors appointments,
shopping when I can. So I be-
lieve in giving a helping hand
where it’s needed.

Dawn Miller: I have been
attending the council meet-
ings, work sessions, commit-
tee meetings, budget com-
mittee, things of that nature.
My interest started with
council when the city manag-
er resigned.

Angelita Sanchez: I'm al-
ready serving as a city coun-
cilor for this community. I
attend budget committee
meetings, I attend Harvest
Festival, I attend City Coun-
cil, I attend work session, and
then I attend all types of po-
litical activities throughout
the state advocating for our
way of life, as well.

Brandy Wysong-Frick:
In the last many years, Fair
Share Gleaners, which is an
organization that does food
distribution here in town,
I do all their tax work for
them. I also pay all their fees
and stuff. It's an easy way for
me to help an organization
that does alot of good. I do all
their filings and stuff.

The city recently pur-
chased a retail business
building. Originally the
building was planned as an
artisan incubator. Do you
agree or disagree with the
practice of government buy-
ing retail locations, and why
or why not?

Chelsea Augsburger: My
opinion differs from some of
the other folks. I do not be-
lieve that the purpose of the
city is to purchase buildings.
I believe that the purpose of
the city should be to provide
the infrastructure so that in-
dividual businesses can pur-
chase the buildings and that
they can use that as their
business to thrive. So I be-
lieve that we should provide
the utilities and the streets
and the parking so that we
can promote local business-
es to be successful in Sweet
Home.

Erin Barstad: I do not
think that the city should be
buying buildings.

Matthew Bechtel: I think
the city has to be very care-
ful not to interfere with the
private sector’s business. It’s
not the purpose of the city to
interfere with the private en-
terprise. So if that space could
be rented to somebody else,
that would be a better option,
I think. But since the city now
has it, I think the communi-
ty market should go in there.
They need a place.

Ken Bronson: I do not
think we should be in the
business of buying build-
ings and competing against
existing businesses that just
couldn’t thrive. This building
in particular was spoken of as
starting a coffee shop. A cof-
fee shop just opened up halfa
block away. It is certainly not
fair to that new business to
have to compete with some-
thing that’s supportive of the
city.

Elaine Evans: Yes, I think
that it would be good to have
businesses bought by the
city because then you can go
ahead and do these things
like have artisans come in
and sell different things and
boost our tourism by may-
be becoming a community
that is thought of as an arti-
san-type community.

Rejeana Hayes: Yes, I do,
just because I think they can
use it for the good of their
town, basically. One good I
would use for it is they could
put, like, a skating rink, ar-
cade, something for their
children - which is what we
need here. We need to bring
revenue to our town. It’s
what we're missing, and we
could also bring outsiders in
here. That’s what I would do
with it and any others that we
could get.

Aaron Hegge: I don't know
if the city should be in the
landlord business, although
the idea of using that space,
having a space for the ar-
tisans, I totally agree with
that. But again, we're kind of
getting into the private sec-
tor, you know, businesses,
what other businesses could
use that space. If we own the
buildings, we're governing

that and that might not be
the best thing.

David Lowman: I really
don't like a city buying up
property for our tax dollars. I
really think that they should
find some of the businesses,
especially downtown, lease
those buildings that are not
being used. Or getting with
those landlords and saying,
“Rent those buildings out for
a hundred dollars a month.
You're not making anything
now, so a hundred dollars is
better than not getting any-
thing and youre bringing
business for Sweet Home.”

Dawn Miller: I agree with
the purchase of the old San-
tiam Feed Store, I believe is
what we're talking about.
I have a different opinion
about its utilization. I think it
would be a great place for our
community market to run
year-round indoors. I've had
several community mem-
bers ask me why couldn't it
be used that way. I'm of the
mindset it should be.

Angelita Sanchez: I was in
support of that, with a long,
thoughtful process. We have
struggled tremendously with
trying to fill empty buildings
downtown, landlords that
don't take care of their prop-
erties, and this building was
sitting on the market. I be-
lieve we wanted to buy some
other buildings, but they
were out of our price range.
So to utilize this for the com-
munity, we can get grants,
we can restore the historical
aspect of it. So that is why I
voted ‘yes.

Brandy Wysong-Frick: I
do not believe that the city
should be buying buildings
really for any purpose. The
city’s responsibility is to pro-
vide infrastructure and safe-
ty and those sort of things.
We really need to have a sep-
aration of public and private
entities.

Each year the city council
sets goals for the upcoming
year. What would be your
number one achievable goal
for the city and why?

Chelsea Augsburger: 1
would like to see increased
notification to the citizens
prior to decisions being
made. I know agendas are
posted online, but I feel like
we could do a better job at
notifying folks of topics pri-
or to making decisions. I feel
like the duty of the council
is to listen to the voters and
be accountable for council
action. So, increased notifica-
tions would be my main goal.

Erin Barstad: I think the
number one achievable goal
is to get the people involved.
And to have better communi-
cation with the people.

Matthew Bechtel: As far
as goals go, I've outlined four

of them. These would be my
“CORE” goals, another Army
acronym there. I've got Co-
operation within the council.
I've got Open communica-
tion, back with the people,
which will earn the Respect
from the people towards the
council and that will lead to
the Enthusiasm for the fu-
ture of Sweet Home, because
we live in a beautiful place
and we gotta be excited about
its future.

Ken Bronson: City Council,
work as a team. Get things
done. Bring some common
sense in.

Elaine Evans: My goal
would be for the city coun-
cil to be able to get along a
little bit better. I think that'’s
achievable because I can
do good with interpersonal
communication; it's what I
have a background in. I think
that we just need new blood
that's gonna be able to get
along with other people and
work together to make this
city what it can be, which is
something great.

Rejeana Hayes: I do believe
that we should have our may-
or elected through the people
and not through the council.
I also agree that we need to
communicate with our city
and our people more, with
our councilors.

Aaron Hegge: To work with
the current and new City
Council members on trans-
parency on where we want
to go as a city. Listen and take
advice and input from the
community as to where we
should be going.

David Lowman: I'd like to
see better communication
on issues that are brought
up through council that the
people of Sweet Home would
actually get to see. Anoth-
er issue is I think our mayor
should be elected by the peo-
ple instead of appointed or
elected by the council itself.

Dawn Miller: For our city
council to act as they should
be. For them to have open
communication, transpar-
ency to the people and in-
clude the people. No more
of this decisions being done
and then they tell the peo-
ple. That’s what I want to see
them do.

Angelita Sanchez: One of
my goals has also been take
the mayor elected by the
people instead of appoint-
ed by the council. I feel that
there’s a lack of accountabili-
ty to the people because they
are appointed by their fellow
council members, and I think
that the mayor being elect-
ed by the people can ensure
that the people’s voice is put
on the agenda with the city
manager so we can get some
things done that the people
of this community would like.

Jennifer Victor: First and
foremost, we have grown ex-

ponentially in the last couple
of years, population wise. I
feel like our businesses have
not grown to support the
growth of the community. So
that’s one thing that I think
definitely needs to be ad-
dressed. I think the city coun-
cil, I think we need to really
dive in and see, what does it
look like to partner and en-
courage businesses to come
in to sustain the population
growth that we've had? I feel
like that’s a really big deal.
You know, you just have to
go out of town for so many
things and with so many
people here, that loss of rev-
enue for us as a community,
it’s just an unfortunate thing.
Secondly, the homelessness
situation has obviously been
a huge source of issue here
in the town. I absolutely love
what the city has done so far,
the steps that they've taken.
Putting the homeless en-
campment out there, there’s
a place now that they can go.
There’s resources there that
come in daily to help them.
It helps the local business-
es, it helps the local com-
munity members. Before, if
somebody was sleeping in a
business’ doorway, there was
nothing they could do. Now
there is. I feel like the city
has taken really good steps.
I know that they've gotten a
lot of backlash on that, and
I understand it’s a really hot
topic. I just feel like we re-
ally need to continue that
momentum, because it’s not
over yet. We need to still real-
ly be focused on what are the
next things we can do as far
as helping that situation out.

Brandy Wysong-Frick:
My number one goal would
be for the council to finish
all the projects that are al-
ready started without start-
ing anything new, like the
wastewater treatment plant.
I know that they aren't the
ones physically doing it, but
we need to get those sort of
things complete before we
start going down other paths.

What are the top two
services the city should be
providing the citizens in ex-
change for their tax dollar?

Chelsea Augsburger: We
need to ensure that we have
adequate infrastructure,
mainly water, to support all
of the new growth in our
town; make sure that we're
able to sustain that so that
everyone has the level of ser-
vice that they deserve from
paying their taxes. I also be-
lieve that emergency services
- police and fire - we need to
make sure that we have those
so that we can make sure that
everyone has safety here in
town.

See Voters Guide, Page 10
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Whitton Only a Step Behmd League Leader in Girls XC

By Scott Swanson
For The New Era

Freshman Emma Whitton
delivered the most exciting
cross-country race in recent
years for Sweet Home on Sat-
urday, Oct. 19, at the Bram-
ble Scramble meet hosted by
Cottage Grove.

Whitton led a strong girls
varsity field for the entire
race, followed closely by Phi-
lomath senior Adele Beck-
stead, before Beckstead
surged past her to win by a
step in the final meters of the
race.

“Emma’s race was awe-
some,” Head Coach Dave
Martin said. “It's been a long
time since we've even had
anyone competing in a race
with those kinds of runners.
Adele Beckstead is tremen-
dous runner statewide.”

Beckstead, currently
ranked fifth in the 4A divi-
sion, has been a top-10 fin-
isher at the state meet for
three straight years, winning
the Oregon West district title
as a sophomore and finish-
ing second last year to North
Marion’s McCallan Cutsforth,
who this year is running for
Canby.

“Emma had as big a lead
as they headed into that last
500, as she had the whole
race,” Martin said. “Adele was
pumping her arms as hard as
she could go in that final 100
meters.”

Beckstead won in 20:17.40,
with Whitton finishing in
20:18.10.

Sweet Home junior McK-
enzie Miller was fourth in
21:04.40, behind Philomath
freshman Cassidy Smart, who
ran 20:51.70.

Sweet Home’s other varsity
runner, Noelle Helfrich, was

63rd in 29:08:70, after strug-
gling on the course, which
included some twisting trails
and hills that slowed runners.

“I thought we had a good
meet,” Martin said. “The
times didn't match up with
the efforts again (similar to
the previous week at Philo-
math), but we competed well.
I liked what I saw.

“I thought McKenzie's race
was very good. She ran very
tough. The only people who
beat McKenzie were three
girls from our district, and
this is the first time she’s lost
to Emma and the first time
she’s lost to Cassidy Smart.

“It will be a tight race be-
tween those four runners at
districts.”

On the boys side, sopho-
more Ryker Burr was first in
for Sweet Home, placing 20th
in a field of 111 runners, in
19:21.10. Cottage Grove se-
nior Carter Bengston won the
boys race in 16:06.00, leading
the Lions to the team title as
well. Sweet Home was eighth
out of 14 teams, all but two
of them (Elmira and Marist)
from larger-division schools.

Freshman Evan Knight was
49th in 20:49.30; freshman
Acen Webber was 50th in
20:50.10; sophomore Conner
Spencer was 61st in 21:39.50;
freshman Wes Goff was 76th
in 22:39.40; junior Keagan Vo-
gel was 76th in 22:39.40; and
freshman Evan Malabago was
79th in 22:54.40.

“Riker and Evan Knight
ran good races,” Martin said.
“Louis and Wes ran real-
ly good races as well. Con-
ner had a really good day. I
thought he battled, competed
well”

In the boys JV race, fresh-
man Louis Kistner led the

Photo by Scott Swanson

Emma Whitton leads Philomath’s Adele Beckstead and Cassidy Smart in the girls varsity
cross-country race at Cottage Grove.

Huskies with a 28th-place
finish in 22:26.30, followed
by senior Kasey Kast, 34th
in 22:36.40; freshman Noah
Strawn, 36th in 22:49.10;
freshman Eli Adams, 73rd in
26:50.90; and Boden Sayer,

86th in 31:02.90.
In the girls JV race, soph-
omore Madison Looney

ran 38:17.20 in her second
cross-country race, an 8%-
minute PR over the time she
ran three weeks previously in
Sweet Home's home meet at
Community Chapel. That was
the only personal best for the
high school runners.

The Huskies' regular sea-
son will end Saturday, Nov.
2, when they compete at the
Oregon West Conference Dis-
trict Championships, hosted
by Philomath.

Sweet Home’s junior high
runners, who have competed
all year in the same venues
as the high-schoolers, ended
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their regular season Saturday
at Cottage Grove with per-
sonal bests up and down the
line.

Eighth-grader Cassie Spen-
cer led the girls race wire-to-
wire, winning in 12:21.2, her
fastest 3000 time of the sea-
son, in which she has experi-
enced a nagging injury.

“Cassie ran a great race,”
Martin said. “She was a little
surprised to be there in front.”

Spencer led the Tigers to
a fourth-place finish out of
five teams with 87 points, but
they were only one point be-
hind Eugene Christian.

Marian Helfrich was 17th
out of 58 runners in 14:42.40,
a 1%-minute PR. Behind her
were Pyper Hall in 34th place,
in 16:43.30, a four-second PR;
Lexie Lee, 49th in 19:36.40;
and Zoie Allison, 84th in
21:02.10, a 1:22 PR for 3,000
meters.

“Our junior high girls team

E SELL SHE!

competed well,” Martin said.
“Marian ran a great race and
it was fun to see the girls’
team score up there again.”

This year is the first in at
least the last two decades that
the Tigers have had the five
girls runners necessary to
score as a team.

For the boys, Brayden Driv-
er, an eighth-grader who has
played football all season but
decided to give cross-country
a try, ran head-to-head with
teammate Elijah Rodriguez to
finish literally a step apart at
the finish line, Driver fourth
in 10:24.70 and Rodriguez
fifth in 10:25.50 in the field of
94 runners.

Hudson Ogden was 27th in
12:20.40.

“All three of the boys, es-
pecially Brayden and Elijah,
they just ran great races,
Martin said. “They ran phe-
nomenal times against good

competition.”

VARIETY OF SIZES, STYLES AND PRICE RANGES

UY OR RENT TO OWN

(36 OR 60 MONTH PAYMENTS)

90

AY SAME AS CASH

SOME MODELS DISCOUNTED CALL OR STOP BY FOR DETAILS

Bk FOQ&.

6O'I'RAI)H\IB €o.

4309 Main Street » 541-367-6844
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Photo by Sarah Brown

Artwork by Roscoe-Bragg creates an abstract sense of the

Calapooia River.

REFLECTING

From page 1

‘1 did that!’ I loved that,” she
said of the experience.

But now she found herself
in a new state and new house
with more time on her hands
and one television staring
her down.

“We had a little bit of a mis-
understanding between the
two of us and we wound up
having this ginormous, ugly
television in our living room,”
Roscoe-Bragg explained. “So
it started out with me trying
to figure out how I could dis-
guise it, how I could make it
not look like it was the eye
in the room staring at us. As
I thought it through, I came
to the conclusion that my
only approach was gonna
be that I was gonna have to
learn how to paint in acrylic
because I needed something
that was flexible and, at the
same time, permanent.”

So began Roscoe-Bragg's
journey painting multiple
canvases using a new-to-her
medium, creating a rotating
display of her art that could
be swapped out from time
to time to keep the televi-
sion covered. And her sub-
ject matter always stayed the
same: the Calapooia River.

The river, she said, gives
her a sense of peace in addi-
tion to a dazzling display of
beauty.

“If you throw a pebble in
the water and you get those
(ripples), the light reflects
off of the bank above it and
(gives) this continuously
changing, enthralling light
show; it's better than fire-

works. It's like the ‘ooh’ and
the ‘ahh’ of the river. Then it
dissipates and it's gone, so
you have to throw in another
pebble.”

Her artwork, reflections
on the Calapooia, if you will,
has been an opportunity for
Roscoe-Bragg to learn some-
thing new while providing a
practical solution. She con-
siders her work abstract and
borderline surreal, with the
objective nature of the river
being transparent in an al-
most subjective fashion.

While painting the river,
she said she has found “real
peace” in that space and
it's something she wants to
share.

“I just kind of wanted to
share them locally because
in that time of real stress
(during COVID) and not
knowing anybody, it just gave
me such peace,” she said.

For several years now, Ros-
coe-Bragg has continued
working with acrylic because
“it’s such fun,” adding that
working with watercolor in-
volves more effort with dry-
ing, matting, glassing and
framing. Acrylic is easier to
deal with and it dries faster,
she said. Still, the influence
of watercoloring is not lost
on some.

“As my daughter said,
‘Mom, youTe just painting
watercolor but with acrylic.”

Roscoe-Bragg  explained
that she does layers and lay-
ers of transparency with the
opaque medium, creating a
translucent effect.

“In my heart, I'm still a wa-
tercolorist,”  Roscoe-Bragg
said.

Huskies Crush Junction City
Tigers, Set Sights on Playoffs

By Sky Chappell
Of The New Era

The Sweet Home Huskies
(4-3) delivered a well-fought
performance under the Fri-
day night lights, defeating
the Junction City Tigers (1-
6) 35-8. This victory marks
a significant turnaround for
the Huskies, who now are
hopeful for a playoff run.

From the opening whistle,
Sweet Home took control of
the game. The team was de-
termined to break their win-
less league streak dating back
to 2021.

The Huskies’ offense post-
ed a 59% run and 41% pass
ratio, with an average gain of
5 yards per play, contributing
to an overall efficiency rat-
ing of 61%. Defensively, the
team also excelled, snagging
three interceptions during
the game.

Head coach Ryan Adams
praised the team’s -effort,
noting that the defense held
Junction City to under 150
total yards, much of which
came late in the game.

“It was a great night of foot-
ball” Adams said. “The guys
were locked in and focused
all week with one goal in
mind: earn respect. They did
just that.”

The Huskies’ balanced of-
fensive attacks kept the Ti-
gers on their heels, while
special teams remained solid
as they have been all season.

Adams emphasized that
this performance provides a
strong foundation for their
biggest game of the year, as
they look to take on the Stay-

Photo by Kristine Banker
Quarterback Kyle Zajic reads the defense ahead of pre-snap
during the Oct. 18 game versus Junction City

ton Eagles (4-3) at home on
October 25. Fans attending
this game can also look for-
ward to Senior Night, with a
USA-themed dress code and
a special 50/50 raffle, benefit-
ing local scholarships and lit-
eracy programs like the Dolly
Parton Imagination Library.

Huskies Fall to Philomath and Newport

By Sky Chappell
Of The New Era

Sweet Home’s boys soccer
(1-8-1) faced a tough week,
struggling through back-to-
back losses. On Oct. 15, the
team fell 3-0 to Philomath
(6-4) at home, followed by a
6-0 defeat on the road against
Newport (5-5-1) on Oct. 17.

“We spent a lot of time
working on ball movement,
positioning, and communi-
cation,” Head Coach Eric Stu-
tzer commented. “That work
paid off, and we played well
against Philomath, even with
several players out due to ill-
ness and injury. Our passion
showed, and it was one of
our best defensive efforts this
season.”

Endorsed by: Senator Cedric Hayden | Commissioner Roger Nyquist| Commissioner Will Tucker | Fire Chief Nick Tyler

Stutzer also noted that dif-
ficulties in the midfield play
have hampered the team’s of-
fensive effectiveness.

“Unfortunately, the sick-
ness and injury issues car-
ried over into the Newport
match,” he added. “We con-
ceded an early penalty kick
on a questionable call, forcing
us to adjust quickly.”

Despite the early setback
in this match, Stutzer com-
mended his team’s ability to
regroup and compete.

“Afterthosefirst 10 minutes,
we settled down and held the
defending state champions to
just two more goals,” Stutzer
said. “In the past, we've strug-
gled to bounce back from
adversity, so staying focused

[/ ENCOURAGE JOB GROWTH [V CITY SAFETY [¥{BUILD INFRASTRUCTURE [/ PROPERTY RIGHTS

and playing well was a big
step forward for us.”

Looking ahead, Stutzer is
hopeful that improved mid-
field play and the return of
key players will make a differ-
ence, especially as the team
heads forward to face the
toughest opponents in the
state.

Sweet Home hopes to use
the lessons learned from last
week’s games to improve in
their upcoming matchups.
With two upcoming home
matches the team will have
played against North Marion
(10-1) on Oct. 22, with an-
other game on Oct. 24 versus
Stayton (10-0).

No statistics were available
at the time of publication.

[V LOW TAXES & FEES

DELIVERING RESULTS FOR SWEET HOME

Y/ ///ﬁ;

SANCHEZ

FOR CITY COUNCIL

Sweet Home citizens have been served very
well by Angelita Sanchez. She works with
County and the State, requesting resources
and solutions for Sweet Home issues. | have
seen her invest her personal time and money
to support community efforts. If | could, |
would vote for her.

-Will Tucker, Linn County Commissioner

ANGELITASANCHEZ.COM

Paid for by the Friends of Angelita Sanchez PAC | PAC ID #20790
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Erin Barstad:Ithink the ex-
change for tax dollars should
be safer roads around school
zones. [ think we need to be
responsible with our growth
not to build more than what
our city water treatment can
handle. So roads and water
would be my two choices.

Matthew Bechtel: The top
two things I think are the
emergency services and the
infrastructure to include ac-
cess to clean water. It would
be really great if we could get
these stop sign issues ironed
out and get 1st Street fixed
up the way it needs to be.

Ken Bronson: Water is life.
Most important part. Clean
water in, treated water out.
Those two things, most im-
portant.

Elaine Evans: I would also
say water, and I would also
mention that emergency ser-
vices would be high on my list
because I know firsthand you
do not know when you're go-
ing to need them, and when
we do, were so thankful for
them.

Rejeana Hayes: Water. We
do need clean water. And
then we also need to get our
bridge fixed. We do have a big
gaping hole in it and since we
do pay the taxes for it, that'’s
where it should've been fixed

anyway.

Aaron Hegge: One would
be clean water, making sure
it's safe. The other would be
infrastructure, most impor-
tantly safe roads. We have a
lot of children that walk to
school, bike to school; their
safety should be at the fore-
front.

David Lowman: I think we
need clean drinking water for
everyone, as well as I think
safety should be a priority in
this town with our police ser-
vices. I think what we should
put more toward the peace
services so people in the
community feel safe.

Dawn Miller: Our roads
need help, our infrastructure
definitely needs help. I would
say we need to tighten up our
infrastructure, communica-
tion to the people, bring the
people to the front and let’s
hear what they have to say.

Angelita Sanchez: I'm a
contractor. I think I'm prob-
ably the only one up here, a
road builder, a dump truck
driver. I think roads are crit-
ically important, and under
those roads are the water
distribution system that
we have. So replacement
of pipes so we can have the
clean water, get it cleanly to
the residents. And then cost
controls on streets and stuff
like that. I know that if we
could do some more stuff in-

house, we can get three times
the amount of work done.
So that’s what I would like to
have happen.

Brandy Wysong-Frick:
Water and wastewater, those
are the big functions of the
city that they provide pretty
well most of the time. And
then police, emergency ser-
vices; that’s something that’s
vital to all of us. Those are
really the focuses that I think
the city should be looking at.

Would  you support
amending the city charter
to allow the residents to di-
rectly elect the mayor rath-
er than have the position
filled by appointment by the
council, and if so, why?

Chelsea Augsburger: Yes,
I absolutely support putting
the mayor on the ballot. I
believe that the citizens of
Sweet Home and the voters
should be able to select who
they want as their mayor. I
believe that having council
appoint it just doesn't have
that same accountability as
being elected by the peo-
ple and the voters of Sweet
Home.

Erin Barstad: I think 100%
our mayor should be elected
by the people.

Matthew Bechtel: The
people should vote for the
mayor. Ten thousand to sev-

BUSINESS

en is common sense.

Ken Bronson: [ support the
mayor being selected by the
people. Ten thousand people
is a little better than seven.

Elaine Evans: I just want to
say that I think we have a fab-
ulous mayor, but I do agree
that it needs to be brought to
a ballot of all the people.

Rejeana Hayes: Yes, I do
agree that she should be on
the ballot, the mayor should
be on the ballot and the peo-
ple should be able to have
their voice back.

Aaron Hegge: I support
having the mayor voted by
the people for the same rea-
sons (as Bronson). Ten thou-
sand people versus seven
councilors. Those councilor
positions change every two
to four years, so the people
who live here should have an
input.

David Lowman: I also
agree that the people should
vote in for the mayor because
the way we are right now, the
mayor is just a council per-
son.

Dawn Miller: I started my
journey on why we don't
vote our mayor in and took
my journey down the city
charter and stuff, even asked
councilors about why the
charter committee had failed
to convene for this very spe-
cific thing. So I say the mayor
needs to be voted in.

DIRECTORY

LOVE WHERE YOU LIVE, SHOP WHERE YOU LIVE.

AUTO REPAIR EQUIPMENT INSURANCE INSURANCE

Auto Repair

Shawn Anderson Owner,
Sweet Home

(541) 367-2992
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CESCADE
O\/TDOOR POWER EQ\/IPMNAENT
"Powerful Equipment, Local Service"

Hours: M-F 8am-5pm
Sat 8am-noon

1215 W Airway Road
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CascadePowerLebanon.com

(541) 451-5213

£
FARMERS
INSURANCE
Aaron Hegge, Agent

3037 Main St., Sweet Home
ahegge@farmersagent.com

AUTO = HOME - LIFE - COMMERCIAL

(541) 367-5121

KEESECKER

INSURANCE

Joel Keesecker
1195 MAIN STREET

(541) 367-2141

PLUMBING

CCB #238181
Now Fo
PLU ch ING

OWNER - MITCH CARTER

Office Hrs: Mon-Thu 8am - 4pm

New Construction * Remodels
Repairs ¢ Service * Water Heaters

(541) 367-5655

RV SALES & SUPPLIES

SWEET HOME
RV CENTER LLc

RV Sales, Service, Repair, Parts,
Appliances, Awnings, Propane, Solar and Batteries!
RV Waste Dump Open 24/7 Stop in Today!

Mobile RV Repair SVC Available Now

— s gappanrsy_ _ Establishedin 1974
v e . st Open 7 days aweek
(A4 N

=0k 4691 HWY 20
SweetHomeRVCenter.com

(541) 367-4293

REAL ESTATE
Aleaha & Curtis

Myers

Licensed Brokers in Oregon @

KINECTEDREALTY.COM
(541) 731-3004

REAL ESTATE

Real Estate
PROFESSIONALS

v 2345 S. Santiam Hwy.,
Lebanon, OR 97355
- W .l

oregonrealestateprofessionals.com

(541) 258-6100

Angelita Sanchez: We, as
a council, can change the
charter or we, as the people,
can put it to the ballot by
initiative petition as a home
rule charter. So if we do not
get a committee that reviews
the charter that allows it to
go to the ballot, the people
can also sign a petition, and
I have one prepared if we do
not get what we like.

Jennifer Victor: I have feel-
ings both ways. I feel like if
we have city council mem-
bers that are truly concerned
and are willing to listen to
the community members
and get information from the
community members in re-
gards to how they feel or who
they feel the mayor should
be, then I feel like the way
we have it set up now is ap-
propriate. Because if they're
doing their due diligence,
and they're getting informa-
tion from members of the
community, then that’s one
of their responsibilities, is to
take what they have learned
from the community and
then put that into place. So
then their vote would be a
representation of the com-
munity. With that being said,
opening the ballot or open-
ing that up to the communi-
ty, I believe, isn't necessarily
a terrible idea either because
people that potentially may-
be wouldnt have a chance

ATTORNEY

HAVE YOU
MADE YOUR

WILL?

Call Robert Snyder

Aftorney at Law

1275 Main St., Sweet Home
(541) 367-5191

LOANS

loanDepot

NMLS#174457

JOLENE
MULLENIX

Loan Consultant
NMLS #853502

\ \(541) 570-2322

Equal Housing Opportunity | 56 E. Airport Rd.,
Lebanon, OR 97355. loanDepot.com, LLC NMLS ID
174451. Licensed by the OR Division of Finance and
Corporate Securities, Mortgage Lending ML-4972.
(091923 120284-1723)

TIRE - AUTO REPAIR

TIRE & AUTO SERVICE

4420 Hwy 20
Family Owned

. 541367 4579 (Alignment)
B pointstire.com/sweethome

TIRES - WHEELS - SUSPENSION
ALIGNMENT - BRAKES - OIL CHANGE

(541) 367-2462
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or be willing to talk with a
council member, then their
vote is being heard as well.
I think the thing that makes
me a little bit nervous about
that is, with it being opened
up, are they going to be vot-
ing on the person that truly
is going to do the best job, or
are they going to be voting on
the person that has the most
signs out? I don't know; I feel
like it is going to be a ‘who-
ever has the most money to
throw out. It's a little bit of
a slippery slope. I'm not say-
ing it's a bad idea. I'm just
saying these are things that
I think of when I'm thinking
about opening it up to a vote.
I would hope that people
would make an informed de-
cision... I think it's worked in
the past, but I am definitely
not saying that that’s what we
have to continue with. I just
feel a little bit nervous about
that one aspect of it I guess.
Brandy Wysong-Frick:
I had never even thought
about this until my husband
brought it up and then I did
some research and almost
every other town in Linn
County, the mayors are elect-
ed by the people. I was sur-
prised that Sweet Home is
so different, but it does seem
like it would be a better idea
to have the mayor voted in by
the people, not the council.

Small businesses are an
important part of our com-
munity and the local econ-
omy. What sort of city sup-
port would you advocate for
to support these businesses?

Chelsea Augsburger: 1
agree with grants to support
our small businesses. From
the city side, though, I think
providing ample parking and
providing really a welcoming
space downtown. I think our
Beautification =~ Committee
does a wonderful job with the
flowers, but I think anything
that we can do on the city
side with the infrastructure
to make it so that people can
access those small businesses
would help promote them in
our town.

Erin Barstad: I think that
we should try to provide a
more welcoming look. We
should care what our city
looks like year-round. We
should provide safe parking
for all businesses.

Matthew Bechtel: There’s
a lot of grants already offered
from the city, and that’s great.
We need more business.
(I agree with Bronson) We
could come up with a plan to
help steer the new businesses
through all the bureaucracy;
that would really help a lot of
people because they get lost
in the paperwork of trying to
access these grants, so they
just can't get to the money.

Ken Bronson: If they got a

good business plan, help with
the land use, getting through
those hurdles. Help with
them getting business loans,
if needed. Just helping get the
base under them, but most
importantly steering them
through the bureaucracy of
city, county, state and federal
rules.

Elaine Evans: We need to
have the city help small busi-
nesses by even simple things
like the paperwork and help-
ing them in that way.

Rejeana Hayes: I think the
City Council should actu-
ally hire an additional per-
son that could actually help
these small businesses wiggle
through all the paperwork
and that would be their job,
because there’s so much pa-
perwork that needs to go
through and a lot of peo-
ple can't find that. Even the
grants and the promotions
that they need to go through
to get the business loans and
things like that that they
need.

Aaron Hegge: I think pro-
grams like the CEIP grant
is a great idea. I know that
small businesses sometimes
can't put a lot of money into
the building they’re buying
or renting. By utilizing that
grant money, that might be
something that could make
it affordable for small busi-
nesses to come into town.

David Lowman: I think
the city should promote new
business, especially when
a new business comes into
town; give them some incen-
tive to come here and open
up shop, like not pay any
property taxes for the year,
an incentive for people to
come here. We've got a ghost
town downtown with a lot of
shops that are empty, and be-
ing a way of giving people a
chance to come into our city
without paying taxes would
probably help.

Dawn Miller: We need to
support our small businesses
and we need to help them in
any way we can to help them
flourish in this town.

Angelita Sanchez: This is
another interesting ques-
tion. We want the city to help
small businesses, so that's
why I voted ‘yes’ on buying
that Santiam Feed building
so we could help small busi-
nesses. We have a lack of
available space, a lack of an
opportunity to rent spaces.
So if we renovated that build-
ing and sectioned it off into
spaces that could be utilized
as a small business incuba-
tor, that would be a great way
to help bring small business
into this community.

Jennifer Victor: It's some-
times kind of hard for these
businesses to get permits and
get things going. That has to
change; not at the expense of
what'’s right and wrong, how-

ever. We really need to get to
a point where the permitting
process is so much easier for
people that are wanting to
come in with new businesses.
I would love to see there be
some sort of, I don't know, tax
incentive. What I want to do,
I want to know what are the
rules and regulations? What
can we as a City Council do to
help these businesses really
get a good start? It’s tough to
start a business. We've start-
ed multiple businesses; we
didn't make any money for
the first, you know, so many
years. It's tough, so to have
some sort of incentive that
we as a city could do, that
would be huge to, again, en-
tice. We need to have some-
thing where if a business is
looking to come in, what's
the difference between them
going into Lebanon or com-
ing into Sweet Home? What
are we going to do to entice
these businesses to come
here versus to go somewhere
else? We need to look as a city
council, as a city whole, what
can we do to provide some
really enticing ways to get
these businesses to come in,
especially the small business-
es? Because that really is the
backbone of the community,
absolutely.

Brandy Wysong-Frick: I
see that the city has put in a
lot of effort into maybe bring-
ing tourism and more people
into town, and I almost think
that they need to use those
skills that they have to help
the new businesses, help pro-
mote the new businesses, get
the word out there through
all the different avenues that
I've seen them use to help
with tourism and things like
that.

In recent years, the city,
like many others, faces chal-
lenges related to homeless-
ness. In general terms, what
should the city’s policy be in
regard to this issue?

Chelsea Augsburger: 1
think Sweet Home has done
a great job providing an area
that is safe and welcoming
for the homeless population
in Sweet Home. I do not be-
lieve that the entire funding
of that should come off of
taxpayers. I think we should
continue to utilize county re-
sources. I know that there’s a
lot of mental health support
out there and I know that
there’s a lot of grants avail-
able, so I think we should
work for that so that we can
support them but not use lots
of taxpayer dollars on things
that don't benefit the entire
community.

Erin Barstad: I do think
that we should support FAC
is great. I do think that tax
dollars should not be used to
support the homeless.

Matthew Bechtel: I like
the FAC. We need to promote
that organization. The police
already provide a sleeping
area next to them so people
can camp there for the night
if they have to. We live in a
very compassionate com-
munity. There are a lot of
churches that are willing to
give. There’s food, there’s a lot
of resources that are avail-
able for the homeless people.
I don’t think the city should
be paying, the taxpayers
should not be paying for any
more than they already are.

Ken Bronson: [ must say
that I serve on the FAC Ad-
visory Board. One of the first
things we did when we start-
ed there, I said “We must take
back our city” We've done
that. We have a system that'’s
working. Crime is down 85%
in that population. Medical
calls are down 85% in that
population. And 90% of the
money comes from outside
of the city. So it's working.
Let’s keep trying to make it
better.

Elaine Evans: The FAC
building is really a great
thing and it's something that
I'm really proud to have in
this town. I think it would be
great if it was expanded a lit-
tle to make sure that all the
residents that are homeless
would have a place.

Rejeana Hayes: I am so
thankful that FAC is there
and I do believe that we just
need to improve on those just
a little bit, maybe strength-
en the rules that they have
for the homeless people that
is there and maybe make a
few more for them because
there’s not enough. We still
have people out on the street.

Aaron Hegge: I think we
need to keep going down the
road we have with the FAC
facility. [ think we made huge
strides in helping our home-
less citizens find a place that
they can call home, be warm,
be safe. We need to ensure
that that program continues
and see what we can do to
further that and make it eas-
ier for people to get through
there and help them get out
of that situation.

David Lowman: I think
we've come a long way with
the homeless people in the
last year or so and I'm glad
to see that the city is helping
these people that need the
help. I really believe that we
still need some more work at
it and we don’t want to be a
Portland or a Salem, the way
that all the people are sleep-
ing everywhere. Our city has
got behind doing this and I'm
glad to see that.

Dawn Miller: I think the
FAC is a good temporary
solution for the homeless
problem here in Sweet Home.
I don't think it is the end-all
or be-all for the homeless-

ness, so hats off to them, but I
think we need to find a better
solution long-term.

Angelita Sanchez: This is
something that’s regulated
by the state legislature, so
it's something that we had to
take care of as a city. It has
changed from night to day
with the FAC building facility
for our homeless, and I just
want to say because of what
Sweet Home has done with
the emergency order, we were
able to bring in $2.9 million
to our county to help fund
these unfunded mandates, to
help clean up our streets, and
we've had a great success rate
with FAC by placing people in
houses. So we've done a really
good job.

Jennifer Victor: I think
were on a good track with
the homeless area that we
provided and those resourc-
es coming in. I feel like also
there’s going to be homeless
people that dont want to
go there. I understand that.
We need to also be more
proactively reaching out to
the ones that are not in that
area with our social resource
people that are coming in.
I know they're going there,
and theyre trying to get
them help, so on and so forth.
But, just in the community
in general, I feel like we need
to do that social community
outreach program. Instead of
just focusing in that one area,
we need to also focus outside
of that area and help out the
people that are not interest-
ed in going in there as well
and try and get them help
as well. I get that not every-
one wants help, I understand
that; you can only help peo-
ple that want it, I get that. But
at least reaching out to some
of them I think that would be
another way that we could
continue the efforts we have
already done and at least be
a tangible way that we could
help some of that as well.

Brandy Wysong-Frick:
This one’s a really tough one.
There really isn't any great or
clear solutions. I think if the
homeless are doing some-
thing illegal, then the police
need to take care of that.
Otherwise, people need to be
able to rest and kind of exist
without bothering people.

Over the last 10 years, the
tenure of city managers has
been short. In general, do
you believe nationwide re-
cruitment searches are the
best way to find and retain
qualified candidates? Or
should the city attempt to
recruit potential candidates
from within a more local
geographic area?

Chelsea Augsburger: I be-
lieve that we should recruit

See Voters Guide, Page 12
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locally when possible. I be-
lieve that if you know the
demographics and you know
our town and you know
what our goals are, you can
definitely help move us to
a brighter future in Sweet
Home. I do believe that hav-
ing the new council be able
to have a say in hiring that
city manager, going through
the interview process and
finding someone that'’s really
committed to helping Sweet
Home be the best it can be.

Erin Barstad: I am for local
recruitment for a city manag-
er.
Matthew Bechtel: I think
the city deserves the best that
they have out there. If that
requires going nationwide,
then that’s what we need to
do. But we deserve the best
here. If we can get them lo-
cally, let’s do that.

Ken Bronson: I support
“stop.” We got a city manag-
er in place right now. Let’s do
a hybrid that’s working. It’s
working very well with the
police department and the
city manager position. He's
game. I say we don't do any-
thing for a year. Let this heal
and leave our police chief/
city manager in place for a
year.

Elaine Evans: I would say
that we need to recruit from
locally, Pacific Northwest and
Oregon. We have a lot of oth-
er input already from outsid-
ers, as some of us call them.
So I think that we should
tighten our recruiting for city
manager.

Rejeana Hayes: I feel that
we need to recruit locally so
that we have someone who
knows our city and our town
and basically what we really
need and want; not some-
body from the outside.

Aaron Hegge: [ think we
should recruit locally, if pos-
sible; somebody that’s invest-
ed in the city, in this area,
that knows what’s going on
within their community. Giv-
en our track record, I think
finding somebody within
Sweet Home is our best bet
for longevity in that position.

David Lowman: [ do like
the recruitment service be-
cause so many people will
come and tell us all the differ-
ent experiences that they've
had, and we need that in this
city because our city manag-
ers are not staying very long.

Dawn Miller: I believe we
should look locally. We have a
lot of talent in this town, that
knows this town, has a stake
in this town and believes this
town can be everything it was
and needs to be again. We've
lost ourselves here. Taking off
the people that come here to
represent us as a city man-
ager and they don't know us,
they dont know the com-
munity, and theyre not able
to do what somebody inside
could do.

Angelita Sanchez: Over
the last 10 years I don't think
it's necessarily always a city
manager issue. I think it’s a
council issue, so if we can
get some councilors that can
work well with the city man-
ager, I think we might have
a greater opportunity. I am
for local recruitment and na-
tional recruitment because
we do deserve excellence,
but what’s most important
to me is that the new council
decides who they get to work
with for our community.

Brandy Wysong-Frick: We
need to recruit from within
Oregon, or the Pacific North-
west at the farthest. We need
to get people that are from
this area, that are tied to this
area, that have the best in-
tentions and have the same
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goals as the people of our
town. I am positive that there
are qualified individuals in-
side this town that could be a
city manager. It is absolutely
possible.

City Council Rules #19,
entitled “Ethics,” states “All
members of the council shall
refrain from expressing an
opinion contrary to the of-
ficial position of the council
without so saying.” What do
interpret this rule to mean?

Chelsea Augsburger: I be-
lieve that when you are oper-
ating as a council person, that
whatever the decision of the
council was would be your
decision, if you were speaking
on behalf of a council person.
If you were just speaking on
your own opinion, then you
can state, as Angelita said,
freedom of speech. But even
if you're out-voted on coun-
cil, it's the council decision,
majority vote.

Erin Barstad: Ethics to me
means you do not talk nega-
tively about a decision made
by council.

Matthew Bechtel: We may
have differing opinions of
what is voted on and we can
state those opinions, but we
have to be absolutely clear
that this is our personal opin-
ion, and I think we should
state those officially, either as
a city representative can do
that. What Ken was saying,
the body language, all that
stuff, has to end as well.

Ken Bronson: [ interpret
that to when the discussion
time, the council, that’s when
you debate the issue and set-
tle it then. But once the coun-
cil has made a decision, that
is it. The body language and
negativity that goes with it
when you don't get your way
has no place in the council
building.

Elaine Evans: I believe it to
mean that my opinion should
be taken separate from the
council and what the council
has done, if I believe that, and
I need to make my opinion
known as separate, if that's
the case.

Rejeana Hayes: To me, I
think it just means that basi-
cally it is “my opinion is mine
and council is theirs, and I
need to keep them separate
and to myself until it is time
to do so in an appropriate
manner.”

Aaron Hegge: As a coun-
cil, you need to show a unit-
ed front. Once a decision has
been made, you know, saying
you might disagree with it,
but you need to make it clear
that is not the council, but
maybe your personal opin-
ion.

David Lowman: [ take it as
if it’s like the good ol’ boys.
You know, you get a couple
people together and it'’s like
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they have their own agenda.
All the council should work
for the people and hear their
concerns and take it that
they work for the people,
and the people are the most
important people in the city.
Dawn Miller: Basically I
agree with everything Angel-
ita Sanchez has stated, and I
have nothing further to offer.
Angelita Sanchez: These
council rules have some-
times been weaponized and
I find them really hard to
accept. To me it sounds like
it's a violation of our first
amendment rights and the
freedom of speech. If you
look at the Albany Demo-
crat-Herald today, they have
City of Corvallis struggling
with Council Rules in viola-
tion of constitutional rights,
so I think you have to be re-
ally careful with trying to
limit what people say.
Jennifer Victor: So, if
something passes that I'm
not in favor of, at that point
it is what it is. That's where
we are, majority rules. And
so, at that point then, it's my
due diligence to get on board
with that and do my best to
make sure that whatever that
ordinance, or whatever that
is, goes through smoothly
and is carried out in the best
interest of our community.
That’s what we represent is
our community. It would do
me no good to be indignant
about that. I'm sure there’s
going to be things I might
not agree with. So, at the end
of the day, when it is voted
on, I mean, that is what I
need to uphold at that point.
Brandy  Wysong-Frick:
I understand this to mean
that if the council has made
a decision as a unit, that
if you are, say, in public or
speaking to a citizen, if your
personal opinion differs with
the decision of the council,
you would state that “This is
my personal opinion, sepa-
rate from the council vote,”
or something like that, that
differentiates the two.

The drawdown of Green
Peter Dam is primarily be-
yond the control of the city
government. However, the
adverse impacts it makes
on the local economy is a
concern. Are you in favor
of expending significant
city funds to challenge this
practice? Why or why not?

Chelsea Augsburger: We
need to fight for our water
here in Sweet Home. Chief
Ogden’s letter was great and I
think pairing with the City of
Lebanon so that we are in a
united front so that it’s more
than just our town taking
on that battle. I think there’s
power in numbers, and so I
believe that this is definitely
a battle worth fighting and

I think that we need to con-
tinue on with the path that
we're on so that we can get
our water source back.

Erin Barstad: I think that
we should fight the draw-
down battle. And I am very
appreciative of Chief Ogden
and the letter he wrote to
include our neighbors; the
drawdown had not just im-
pacted Sweet Home.

Matthew Bechtel: We
should definitely fight. I've
read many newspaper ar-
ticles that range from $10
million to $45 million in
economic damages between
Sweet Home here and Leba-
non, and that’s just crazy. If
we don't fight, what are we
gonna do? Just lose it all?
To me, that’s what it is. If
we don't fight for this, then
Sweet Home is nothing.
We've already lost all our
fish. My friend and I went
up the river just looking at
things; we couldn’t find even
a mussel, any of our filter
feeders. So this is definitely
something we need to fight
on. All of the species have
been destroyed and deci-
mated because of this.

Ken Bronson: Continue
the fight. Do it as smart as
possible. Continue to ally
with our neighbors Albany
and Lebanon, and continue
to search for outside finan-
cial help from like-mind-
ed sources throughout the
country who would help us
even battle with this huge
problem that we’re having
with our water system.

Elaine Evans: Water is
important for life, so I think
that we should fight as best
as we can with what we have,
and fight.

Rejeana Hayes: I would al-
ways be David on God’s side
(referencing Sanchez’s an-
swer) because, yes, I would
fight it every single time be-
cause I do believe that our
water is very important and
if we gotta take it up higher,
I think we should. I think our
town is worth fighting for.

Aaron Hegge: We need
to fight. If we can get this
stopped, we need to do that.
Not just the economy, but
the wildlife, so much stuff
has been affected. And if we
can't stop it, how much more
money are we gonna lose as
a community if it continues
year after year?

David Lowman: We
should fight because it’s re-
ally hurting the economy,
the environment, and tour-
ists won't come here to fish
because there is no fish be-
cause they’re Kkilling it by
draining it down.

Dawn Miller: We need to
fight this, but strategical-
ly. Not only has it impeded
our right to clean water, it
has also wiped out our rec-
reation. It's wiped out peo-

ple coming to our town. We
do need to fight. We need to
fight it, we need to stand and
fight for our rights on this.

Angelita Sanchez: If we
had an unlimited amount
of money, I would certainly
want to take the next 10 to
20 years that it would take
to process this in court, but
were a David in a Goliath
situation, so I'm just real-
ly concerned about who's
gonna pay for this. We're so
strapped as a city right now.
Where’s the money gonna
come from? If we had it, I
would definitely want to; I
would want to take on the
environmentalists as well,
not just the Army Corps of
Engineers. But somebody’s
got to pay for it.

Jennifer Victor: I feel like
it's a delicate dance with
(the Army Corps) because
we need them for so many
more things other than just
this one situation. However
this one situation is causing
huge, huge impacts to our
community. So by taking
legal action, I feel like our
hands were a little bit tied
and we didn't really have any
other options. So, I feel like,
given the very limited op-
tions that the city did have, I
feel like that was what they
needed to do and absolute-
ly I understand and sup-
port that. I do still feel like,
though, we need to maintain
a relationship with them.
Like I said, it’s such a bigger
issue than just that one is-
sue. We need them for our
whole community that relies
upon them as well. I feel like
we need to be respectful of
the legal process and what
that looks like, and also be
respectful of them as an en-
tity as well. I support the city
and the legal action. It's just
so impactful to our whole
city.

Brandy Wysong-Frick: Af-
ter reading Chief Ogden’s let-
ter that he submitted, he did
such an excellent job. I real-
ly think that our city has to
fight this battle. It’s vital. The
water is vital to our life and
we have a really good, rea-
sonable explanation behind
it, and we have to fight it.

City committees, such as
the Public & Traffic Safety
Committee, are set up to
provide greater opportuni-
ties for public feedback be-
fore the city council takes
any action. If elected, how
would you suggest greater
public input before action
is taken by the city council?

Chelsea Augsburger:
Notification to the citizens
would be one of my main
council goals, if elected to
council. I was at that coun-
cil meeting when Angelita
talked about lots of different

ways that we could increase
notification to citizens. I feel
like in today’s day and age,
we probably almost every-
one in the audience has a
cell phone on them. I know
that the school district has
various different apps that
they use when they need to
notify citizens. I feel like you
could sign up if you wanted
to receive those notifications
for specific areas of town,
and council could really do a
better job notifying the com-
munity.

Erin Barstad: I think that
we need better ways of noti-
fication.

Matthew Bechtel: I think
the council needs to have
trust in the committees be-
cause the committees are
just us normal people are
volunteering our time and
we putin a lot of hard work. I
serve on two of the commit-
tees. It always seems that we
get a little public response
for at least the committees
that I'm on, so if we could
have a better outreach and
get some more interaction
from the public at the com-
mittees, I think that would
help get the message to the
council better.

Ken Bronson: We have a
great example here at 47th
Street and Long Street. There
is a Traffic Safety Commit-
tee that this goes before, the
changes, and that committee
brings it to the council and
the council makes a read-
ing on that. But the mass is
not getting the public. That'’s
a really big deal and that’s
not just one stop sign and
one intersection. That's a
whole traffic plan out there.
And that’s what we need to
do, is look at it in the bigger
picture and make sure that
we get the word out to the
neighbors.

Elaine Evans: I would
expect the committees to
send out personal letters to
neighborhoods when they're
going to put up stop signs,
for one. I learned that be-
cause [ live at 47th and Long,
and it would've been nice if
we had known somehow. So
that would be the best thing,
is more communication.

Rejeana Hayes: I feel that
we could use our community
boards more because every-
body looks at the communi-
ty board, especially the big
one by Les Schwab. We could
post those up there when big
changes are happening. We
also have community boards
inside the post offices. You
can post them in there and
all the other ones. There’s
also Facebook and newspa-
pers, and everybody’s always
on those. We can use all of
those.

Aaron Hegge: 1 think
communication is key for
the committees. Getting the

word out, having the public
input to those committees,
and also having the coun-
cil members who are on
those committees, making
sure that they're there. They
should be the experts when
the issues are brought back
to council. They should be
the ones speaking to those
issues because theyTre part
of that committee and they
can give good advice.

David Lowman: I think we
should have better commu-
nication, have the communi-
ty more involved in these de-
cisions because it does affect
them. And I think just that
they just need to be aware of
what’s going on.

Dawn Miller: Commu-
nication is what this town
is lacking. We have a lot of
members that have come
forward to say, “I didn't even
know that was going on.” The
response is usually, “Well,
it was at the council meet-
ing, or there was a commit-
tee meeting on it.” We're not
getting the information out
there to let the people know
that they need to pay at-
tention. So communication,
communication, communi-
cation.

Angelita Sanchez: I think
community outreach and
communication is some-
thing that were severely
lacking. I've advocated for
newsletters being sent out in
utility billing. I've advocated
for direct mail being sent out
to people on a quarterly ba-
sis. I've requested ads to be
put in the newspaper. I have
requested text messages to
be sent as a campaign-style
type of community out-
reach. So I would love to have
councilors that would like to
spend a little bit of money to
get more public involvement
by a greater reach.

Brandy Wysong-Frick: In
the old days, public notifica-
tion was printed in the news-
paper. We have a very good
newspaper here in town.
That would be a very easy
and good resource to notify
the public. Also, I really be-
lieve that if the city is going
to make any major chang-
es in the neighborhood, the
landowners should be no-
tified by mail. Anyone else
that does any kind of chang-
es to land has to notify, the
city also should have to.

What would your closing
argument be as to why the
people of the Sweet Home
community should vote for
you?

Chelsea Augsburger: I
would really love to earn
your vote. I am, again, a life-
long Sweet Home resident.
I would definitely work

See Voters Guide, Page 15
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Classifieds

In the Circuit Court of the
State of Oregon For the County
of Linn

In the Matter of the Estate of:
Patricia McGarr, Deceased.

Case No. 24PB08398

Notice to Interested Persons
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
the undersigned has been ap-
pointed personal representa-
tive. All persons having claims
against the estate are required
to present them, with vouchers
attached, to the wundersigned
personal representative at the
Law offices of Melinda M. Brown,
725 Ellsworth Street SW, Albany,
OR 97321, 541-967-7776, within
four months after the date of
the first publication of this
notice, or the claims may be
barred.

All persons whose rights may be
affected by the proceedings may
obtain additional information
from the records of the court,
the personal representative,
Kim Y. Brown, or the attorney
for the personal representa-
tive, Melinda M. Brown.

Dated and first published on Oc-
tober 16, 2024.

Personal Representative

Kim Y. Brown

2357 SE Madison St.

Albany, OR 97322

(Oct 16 - Oct 30)

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
STATE OF OREGON FOR THE COUNTY
OF LINN Probate Department Case
No. 24PB08645

NOTICE TO INTERESTED PERSONS

In the Matter of the Estate of
Jeffery L. Koop, Deceased.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Cyn-
thia D. Koop has been appointed
as the personal representative
of the above estate. All persons
having claims against the estate
are required to present them to
the undersigned attorney for the
personal representative at 1211
SW Fifth Ave., Suite 1900, Port-
land, OR 97204-3795, within four
months after the date of first
publication of this notice, or
the claims may be barred.

All persons whose rights may be
affected by the proceedings may
obtain additional information
from the records of the Court,
the personal representative, or
the attorney for the personal
representative.

Dated and first published on Oc-
tober 23, 2024.

Cynthia D. Koop

Personal Representative

Jessie Y. Minger, 0SB #023123
Schwabe, Williamson & Wyatt, PC
Attorneys for Personal Repre-
sentative

1211 SW Fifth Avenue, Suite 1900
Portland, OR 97204-3795

Tel (360) 597-0811

Fax (503) 796-2900

Email: jminger@schwabe.com

(Oct 23)

Sweet Home Police Department
1950 Main St., Sweet Home, OR
97386
(541) 367-5181
Notice of intent to dispose of
property under ORS 98.245
The Sweet Home Police Department
has in its physical possession
the unclaimed personal property
described below. If you have any
ownership interest in any of the
unclaimed property, you must file
a claim with the Sweet Home Po-
lice Department within 30 days
from the date of publication of
this notice or you will lose in-
terest in that property. You may
file a claim that presents proof
satisfactory that you are the
lawful owner or security inter-
est holder of the property. The
unclaimed property may be donat-
ed to a nonprofit organization
or another government agency;
retained for use by the City of
Sweet Home; destroyed; or sold
at public auction through gov-
deals.com, ebay.com or Facebook
at any time after the 30-day pe-
riod expires Oct. 30, 2024-Nov.
29, 2024 (PP 24-06.2 through

24-07.1)

Lighters, fish hook, flashlights,
rubber tube, wallets for Anthony
Pagano and December Christman,
license for Gabriella Carmona,
phones, purse and cash for Bre-
anna Johnston, bike and purse
for Errin Montoya, earbuds,
trailer and personal items,
vehicle registration, propane
tank, air mattress, cigarettes,
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Public Notices

vehicle registration for Rich-
ard Erickson, wallet, purses
and wallets for multiple people
(Alexandria Farrel, Becky Fos-
ter, Dakota Stokesbary, Diana
Hall, Elizabeth Dodd, Robert
Sharp, Shannon Shook, Shellie
Pruett, Tiara Higholt), ID for
multiple people (Mark Burnham,
May Ayres, Leslie Maynard, Jus-
tin Walker, Rikki Abercrombie,
firearms, ammunition, magazines,
bag of personal items, scooter,
vaping device, glasses, wooden
baton, keys, knives, machete,
prescription medication for Mi-
chael Matthews, , bag of cloth-
ing, personal documents for
Chelsie Baxter and Tony Jones,
Bi-mart card for Guy Tenbusch.
(Oct 23)

Notice of Lapse of Mineral In-
terest Pursuant to ORS 517.180,

White’s Electronics, Inc., 1011
Pleasant Valley Road, Sweet
Home, OR 97386, hereby notifies

the holder of the Mineral Inter-
est described in that certain
deed between Oregon & Western

Colonization Company, Grantor,
to S.W. Bowser, Grantee, re-
corded at Book 104, Page 369

in the official deed records of
Linn County, Oregon reserving
to the Grantor a Mineral Inter-
est for “all coal, iron, o0il or
other valuable minerals in or
upon said lands, together with
the right to use so much of the
surface as may be necessary in
exploring for said minerals,
or in mining and removing the
same” on, in, or under the fol-
lowing affected real property:
Lots numbered One (1) and Two
(2) in Section Thirty-One (31)
Township Thirteen (13) South of
Range One (1) East of the Wil-
lamette Meridian. The holder of
said mineral interest must sub-
mit a statement of claim to the
Linn County Clerk within 60 days
after the date of last publica-
tion or the mineral interest of
the holder may be extinguished.
The date of first publication of
this Notice is October 23, 2024.
Dated October 21, 2024
WEATHERFORD THOMPSON, LLC

/s/ Scott G. Cowgill

0SB #143013

PO Box 667

Albany, OR 97321

Attorney for White’s Electron-
ics, Inc.

(Oct 23)

Statewide Notices

SERVICES: DIVORCE $130. Complete
preparation. Includes children,
custody, support, property and
bills division. No court appear-
ances. Divorced in 1-5 weeks pos-
sible. 503-772-5295. www.parale-
galalternatives.com legalalt@msn.
com.

SERVICES: We Buy Houses for Cash

AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and

get paid. Get your fair cash offer
today by calling Liz Buys Houses:
1-866-249-8679.

SERVICES: Donate your car, truck,
boat, RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE
vehicle pickup and receive a top
tax deduction! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-866-695-9265 to-
day!

SERVICES: Get a break on your tax-
es! Donate your car, truck, or
SUV to assist the blind and vi-
sually impaired. Arrange a swift,
no-cost vehicle pickup and secure
a generous tax credit for 2025.
Call Heritage for the Blind Today
at 1-844-533-9173 today!

SERVICES: The bathroom of vyour
dreams in as little as 1 day. Lim-
ited Time Offer - $1000 off or No
Payments and No Interest for 18
months for customers who qualify.
BCI Bath & Shower. Many options
available. Quality materials &
professional installation. Senior
& Military Discounts Available.
Call Today! 1-844-847-9778.

SERVICES: Safe Step. North Amer-
ica’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation and
service. Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600 Off for

Statewide Notices

a limited time! Call today! Fi-
nancing available. Call Safe Step
1-833-395-1433.

SERVICES: Jacuzzi Bath Remodel
can install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waiving ALL
installation costs! (Additional
terms apply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer. (Offer ends
12/29/24.) Call 1-855-341-5268.

SERVICES: Prepare for power out-
ages today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now to re-
ceive a FREE 5-Year warranty with
qualifying purchase. Call 1-877-
557-1912 today to schedule a free
quote. ItA’s not just a genera-
tor. It’s a power move.

SERVICES: The Generac PWRcell, a
solar plus battery storage sys-
tem. SAVE money, reduce your re-
liance on the grid, prepare for
power outages and power your
home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Op-
tion. Request a FREE, no obli-
gation, quote today. Call 1-844-
989-2328.

SERVICES: Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim independence and
mobility with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of In-
ogen One. Free information kit!
Call 855-839-0752.

SERVICES: Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE Le-
afFilter estimate today. 20% off
Entire Purchase. Plus 10% Senior
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-
536-8838.

SERVICES: Call LeafGuard and say
goodbye to gutter cleaning for
good. No cleaning. No leaking. No
water damage. No more ladder ac-
cidents. Get LeafGuard today and
be protected for life. FREE es-
timate. Financing available. 20%
off total purchase (Restrictions
may apply.) Call 1-877-300-7977.

SERVICES: Switch and save up to
$250/year on your talk, text and
data. No contract and no hidden
fees. Unlimited talk and text
with flexible data plans. Premi-
um nationwide coverage. 100% U.S.
based customer service. For more
information, call 1-877-916-0803.

SERVICES: Get DISH Satellite TV
+ Internet! Free Install, Free
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up To
$600 In Gift Cards. Call Today!
1-866-373-9175.

SERVICES: DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite live TV,
sports and local channels. 99%
signal reliability! CHOICE Pack-
age, $84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO
Max and Premium Channels included
for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package or
higher.) No annual contract, no
hidden fees! Some restrictions
apply. Call IVS 1-855-602-2009.

SERVICES: Get Boost Infinite! Un-
limited Talk, Text and Data For
Just $25/mo! The Power 0f 3 5G
Networks, One Low Price! C(Call
Today and Get The Latest iPhone
Every Year On Us! 844-955-3417.

SERVICES: Is 2024 your year?
We’'re here for it and here for
you. Reach your goals this year
with WeightWatchers. Get start-
ed with THREE months FREE, visit
www.weightwatchersoffer.com/39.

SERVICES: Wesley Financial Group,
LLC. Timeshare Cancellation Ex-
perts. Over $50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees cancelled
in 2019. Get free informational
package and learn how to get rid
of your timeshare! Free consulta-
tions. Over 450 positive reviews.
Call 844-487-0221.

SERVICES: Stroke and Cardiovas-
cular disease are leading causes
of death, according to the Amer-
ican Heart Association. Screen-
ings can provide peace of mind
or early detection! Contact Life
Line Screening to schedule your
screening. Special offer - 5
screenings for just $149. Call
1-844-655-0972.
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VOTERS GUIDE
From page 13

to be fiscally responsible
with your tax dollars, and I
would listen to the citizens
and be your voice on coun-
cil. I would definitely be ac-
countable to the citizens for
council action. I would ap-
preciate your vote.

Erin Barstad: I think
the people of Sweet Home
should vote for me because |
do not shy away from giving
the truth, even if it is hard.
I am respectful of both the
community and the people.
I care about our communi-
ty and I work every day to
make it better. I would be
accountable and respect-
ful of the people if elected.
I would work hard for the
people.

Matthew Bechtel: My
family first came to Sweet
Home four years ago when
we bought our first house,
and we plunged our roots
deep into the soil of Sweet
Home with volunteeringand
community involvement. As
I've stated, I serve on two of
the committees already. I've
already began working on
my first goal of communi-
cation throughout the city.
I've sat down individually
with Mayor Coleman, with
Chief Ogden, with all the
remaining councilors ex-
cept one. Almost everybody
on this panel I've sat down
with, and I'm confident that
we can get the agenda items
accomplished that the peo-
ple want. I would appreciate
your support in this.

Ken Bronson: Why vote
for me? I'm a numbers guy.
Right here I have this year’s
budget. Last year’s bud-
get, let's start with that. It
was $37 million. Big num-
ber. This year’s budget,
$97,654,400. A much big-
ger number. I get it. I un-
derstand these. I've worked
with them all my career. I
know numbers. I'm a team
builder. I used to run a lum-
ber mill for 15 years. I went
six years without a lost time
injury. Now that takes some
real serious team building.
I can do it. Common sense.
COVID. Transportation. We
found a system to spray our
buses to sanitize them each
night. When I found that
within a month, I had the
order, we had it installed
- would been six weeks of
that - we were the first op-
eration in Oregon to do that.
That year I was also Trans-
portation Manager of the
Year. So I'm asking you to
vote for me for council.

Elaine Evans: I'd like to
ask for your vote because
I will fight for this town
like nobody’s business be-
cause of all the years that
I've spent here, 35 of my 61

years, and there’s so much
that should be going on
that isn’'t going on. All we
have to do is band together,
work a little harder, and we
can do great things here. I
would improve communi-
cation, number one. I'd like
to spend some time, my-
self, if elected, at the coffee
shop and do what the may-
or does, take an hour every
week and just be there for
the rest of the town to come
in and chat with you. I think
that’s a great idea. If elected,
that would be something I
would want to do.

Rejeana Hayes: If I'm
elected, I will work very
hard for you and I will see
what I can do for our water
and our wastewater treat-
ment. I do feel that it does
need to be finished and it’s
very important to us. I also
want to work for our home-
less shelters. I do think that
we do need to expand that.
I'm seeing more and more in
the winter time coming out,
and it's very heartbreak-
ing. I also want to see more
for our children. Instead
of them going to the skate
park or any of that, I want
them to be with their fam-
ilies hanging out in an ar-
cade or bowling, something
togetherness. We need fam-
ilies together and we need
to bring more businesses
to our city so that we could
have revenue here and we
can expand. If I'm elected, I
am going to work very hard
to get that done.

Aaron Hegge: If elected,
I'll be a responsible and re-
sponsive council member.
I'll always be putting the
community needs at the
forefront and any decisions
that are made. I want to en-
sure that everyone in our
community feels valued and
represented. I'll show up
ready to work and get stuff
done. I humbly ask for your
vote for City Council, and
let’s help the City of Sweet
Home in the right direction.

David Lowman: If elected,
I promise to work for you,
the community of Sweet
Home. My ears will be open
for your concerns, to bring
to all council meetings. I'd
like to also see a monthly
newsletter, like Brownsville
does with all their people
so they can inform them of
any new fees, new taxes or
what'’s going on in the com-
munity. I would also fight for
every grant that’s possibly
out there to save tax dollars
for the community. I would
love to have your vote.

Dawn Miller: If elected, I
am promising to everybody,
all community members
that have reached out to me,
to break up the super major-
ity that has dominated our
council for far too long. We

need a council that is non-
partisan, for the people and
our community. We can't
have our council hamstrung
like they’ve been. Unless the
super majority likes what'’s
happening, it goes through.
If they don't like what’s hap-
pening, you don’t have a
chance of getting anything
passed or fixed. If you elect
me, I intend to bust the su-
per majority apart.

Angelita Sanchez: In four
short years during multi-
ple emergencies, so much
has happened. I pushed
back on mask mandates
and forced vaccinations for
city employees. The city did
not have an audit for two
to three years when I was
first elected, and now we
are in compliance. My rela-
tionship with electeds and
my quick thinking brought
in millions of dollars to
our community to cover us
for those unfunded man-
dates. I've stood up to the
Army Corps; I demanded
that they do not remove
our dams, keep our hydro-
power to ensure our energy
bills stay low. My ideas have
implemented ways to save
time and money on public
works contracts just by re-
quiring site visits prior to
bid. I've pushed for a traffic
engineer and an updated
transportation plan to pre-
pare our table for our grow-
ing needs. I'm consistently
pushing back on taxes, fees
and penalties, while offering
solutions and creative ideas
that are innovative, some
not even costing a dime. I'm
deeply committed to con-
tinuing to do all that I can
for Sweet Home, even if I'm
not your councilor. But [ am
asking for your vote tonight,
and I am asking for you to
very deeply consider if we
can elect three more people
that can work with me.

Brandy Wysong-Frick: If
I'm elected to City Council, I
will bring years of account-
ing, finance and compliance
knowledge. That is what I'm
good at. I research, I find
the answer, I implement the
answer, and I teach, in my
case, other accountants so
that they become better and
stronger accountants, and it
makes better and stronger
business for the companies
that we work for. Personally,
my agenda for City Council
is really to try to get things
finished up before we jump
into things that may be new
and exciting. We really need
to get the big things done,
get our water treatment
plant finished; all these sort
of things that are necessi-
ties to life. They just need
to be done before we go on
to sparkly, shiny, new, fun
things.
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All State OCCA Cheer Competition

Sweet Home had an im-
pressive showing. In the
1A-4A stunt group catego-
ry, one of the cheer groups
placed first. The winning
team consisted of Peyton
Lindsey (1), Ember Ogden
(2), Emma Rosa (4) and

Taylee Rosa (3). Ogden also
competed in the individual
routine for 4A and placed
third, earning her a $500
scholarship.

The second Sweet Home
stunt group - featuring
Abby Foss, Grace Gardner,

Katriona “Peanut” Har-
ris, Rebecca Hindman and
Hannah Sieminski - placed
fifth in the same category.
Additionally, both Ogden
and Sieminski were selected
to the All State Team.

Volleyball Splits
Matches Against North
Marion and Newport

By Sky Chappell
Of The New Era

The Sweet Home Huskies
split two volleyball match-
es last week, securing a 3-1
victory over North Marion
on Oct. 17 but falling 0-3 at
home to Newport on Oct. 15.

In their matchup against
North Marion (1-11), the
Huskies were led by strong
individual performances.
Keira Johnson went 25-for-25
from the service line with six
aces and recorded nine Kills.
Kaitlyn Kennedy added 13
kills and eight aces. Natalie
Smith had five kills, and Aali-
yah Brown added four. Smith
and Trinity Victor set up the
Huskies' attack with 14 as-
sists and 18 assists.

On defense, Karissa Jewell
went 12-for-12 from the ser-
vice line and had 22 digs to
anchor the Huskies’ back row.

“Tewell did a good job on

serve receive,’ head coach
Katie Dargis said.

Two days earlier, Sweet
Home faced Newport (5-
12) at home, but struggled
to keep up with their oppo-
nent, falling 0-3. Despite the
loss, Kennedy went 16-for-16
serving with three aces, and
Victor went 11-for-11.

At the net, Johnson led with
six kills. Kennedy and Sophia
Stock added four and three

kills, respectively. Brown
went 4-for-4 from the service
line.

“At the net, we were a little
low on our kill percentages
and overall kills,” Dargis said.

The Huskies will look to
build on their win over North
Marion as they prepare for
upcoming matches. Sweet
Home played at Stayton (11-
9) on Oct. 22 and will host
their final home game against
Cascade (10-7) on Oct. 24.

PUBLIC SAFETY
From page 3

State Parole Board Violation.
Lodged at Linn County Jail.

3:37 pm - Nicholas Scott
Warren, 44, was arrested for
reckless burning.

4:29 p.m - Chase Lee Davis,
32, was arrested on a Lebanon
Municipal Court warrant for
contempt of court.

4:57 p.m - Ronald Kolbee
Credille, 28, was arrested on a
Sweet Home Municipal Court
warrant for failure to comply
on an original charge for fail-
ure to report as a sex offender.

11:37 p.m - Machaelray

Jensen, 43, was arrested on
Sweet Home Municipal Court
warrants for failure to appear
on charges for second degree
criminal trespass and third de-
gree criminal mischief.

Oct. 17

2:03 a.m - Kelly Duane Ke-
arns, 52, was arrested on
Sweet Home Municipal Court
warrants for failure to appear
on charges for carrying a con-
cealed weapon and second de-
gree theft.

9:24 a.m - Jay Boyd Marsh,
was arrested on a Sweet Home
Municipal Court warrant for
failure to comply on an orig-
inal charge for second degree

Powered by the people, for the people
Dawn puts our community first,

theft.

10:59 a.m - Timmy Jay Mc-
Mahan, was cited for failure to
carry proof of insurance.

11:38 a.m - Sheri Bower was
arrested on Sweet Home Mu-
nicipal Court warrants for fail-
ure to appear on five counts of
second degree criminal tres-
pass, a Linn County Circuit
Court warrant for failure to
appear on an original charge
for possession of metham-
phetamine and an Albany Mu-
nicipal Court warrant for con-
tempt of court.

3:37 pm - Parker William
Stephens-Tilley, was arrest-
ed on Sweet Home Municipal
Court warrants for failure to

appear on original charges for
second degree criminal mis-
chief, improper use of emer-
gency communication systems
and second degree trespass.

4:25 p.m - Nora Lousie Cock-
rell, was cited for failure to
register a vehicle.

4:37 p.m - Elysium Kasinger,
20, was cited for operating a
vehicle without driving privi-
leges.

7:28 p.m - Brayden Gregory
Newport, 21, was cited for fol-
lowing too close.

8:19 p.m - Shawna Jean
Tidwell, 37, was arrested on
a Lebanon Municipal Court
warrant.

9:07 p.m - Buzz Starr Dodson

* ok k Kk Kk

DAWN C. MILLER

BACK TO BASICS

Listening to Your Needs:
Dawn is about communication, prioritizing
open conversations with residents.

Grassroots Support:

not outside interests.

Jr, 26, was arrested for crimi-
nal driving while suspended.

11:30 p.m - Thomas Michael
Studer, 51, was arrested on
Sweet Home Municipal Court
warrant for failure to appear
on a charge for hit and run.
Oct. 18

7:42 am - Kale Finnegan,
29, was cited for driving while
suspended.

10:31 a.m - Lisa Johnston,
49, was cited for a warrant.

2:31 p.m - Lisa Dawn John-
ston was arrested on a Sweet
Home Municipal Court war-
rant for failure to comply on
an original charge for second
degree theft.

Local First:

Committed to a "Sweet Home First"
approach, ensuring our town’s needs come

before anything else.

Tight-Knit Community:

Dedicated to preserving and enhancing

the close, supportive nature that makes
Sweet Home special.

DAWNFORSWEETHOME.COM




