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Wilmarth is ranked second 
in 400 (51.62) behind Bush-
nell (50.44) with Davis fourth 
(52.50).

Huskies sophomore Ryker 
Burr is second in 800 (2:03.46) 
behind Newport senior Noah 
Larson (2:01.40). Kast ranked 
sixth (2:06.85), ‘

Sweet Home has nobody in 
the top 10 in the 1500 or 3000 
going into the meet. 

Larson is ranked first in 300 
hurdles (43,62), half a second 
ahead of the competition, and 
second in the 110 high hur-
dles (16.88) behind Philomath 
freshman Blake Baker (16.81).

Incidentally, Sweet Home 
senior Jack Simmons, who 
has run the event once, is 
ranked sixth (46.34) in 300s 
after that single race. 

The Huskies’ best in the 
4x100 this year is 45.38, 
third-fastest in league behind 
Newport (44.87) and Philo-
math (43.65), so that race may 
very likely come down simply 
to execution. 

In 4x400, Sweet Home 
is second in the rankings 
(3:34.81), half a second be-
hind Philomath (3:34.30), 
with the closest competition 
at least seven seconds behind. 

In the shot, Sharp is second 
at 48-5 behind Cascade’s Lam 
Brewer (50-0), who dominates 
the heavy throws. Sophomore 

Gavin Tyler is a close third 
(47-9), three feet ahead of the 
next competitor. 

Simmons has the sec-
ond-best effort in the OWC 
javelin standings at 149-6, 
6 feet ahead of the nearest 
competitor but well behind 
Philomath junior Josiah Pe-
ters (181-0). 

Sweet Home has no one 
near the top in the boys high 
jump, but the Huskies are 
one-two in the pole vault with 
Larson at 11-8 and Elisha 
Scofield tied with Philomath’s 
Blake Hauck for second at 10-
6. 

In the long jump, Sweet 
Home’s Landon Murry is third 
(19-10¾ ), about nine inch-
es behind the top two, with 
Mason Tyler a close fourth at 
19-3. 

In the triple jump, soph-
omore Kaeson Walker is 
ranked third (40-11), with 
Sam Barringer fourth (40-
3¾),

Girls District
Sweet Home has no girls 

anywhere close to the top 
of the league in any of the 
sprints, going into the meet, 
or in the 800. 

McKenzie Miller is fifth in 
the 1500 (5:09.03) and fourth 
in the 3000 (11:12) with 
Emma Whitton right behind 
(11:37, but Miller is about 30 
seconds out of contention as 
Philomath runners  domi-
nate the top two spots in both 

distances. Freshman Emma 
Whitton beat both of the 
Warriors’ top distance run-
ners, senior Adele Beckstead 
and freshman Cassidy Smart, 
in cross-country, but she has 
yet to reach their level this 
track season. 

In the 100 hurdles Pratt is 
fifth (18.50) , but she’s about a 
second out of contention. 

Both girls relays are ranked 
fifth. 

In the throws, Cascade’s 
Kalina Saechao is way out in 
front in shot and discus. The 

Huskies’ junior Selah Wright 
is fourth in shot (33-9), but 
she needs a big PR to get into 
competition for a trip to state. 
She’s closer in the discus, in 
which she’s also fourth (101-
6), a 5-foot PR would put her 
into contention for a trip be-
hind Saechao. 

Senior Peyton Markell has 
progressed in the javelin, 
moving into the No. 2 spot in 
the league (112-4). 

In the girls high jump, two 
Philomath seniors, both back 
from last year’s state meet,  

have cleared 5-2, but five 
have jumped 4-8, including 
Sweet Home’s Sophia Stock, 
so if someone can’t deliver 
this weekend, it could be a 
vigorous competition for a 
state berth. 

The same is true in the pole 
vault, in which Pratt is fourth 
(8-0), and a big PR could 
move her right into the thick 
of things as two Philomath 
vaulters have cleared 9 feet. 

In the long jump, Philo-
math senior Janice Hellesto 
has a solid lead at 18-2, but 
Loralai Mark (15-2) is within 
seven inches of the second- 
and third-ranked jumpers.

The district meet starts with 
field events at 3 p.m. Friday, 
and running heats beginning 
at 3:30 with the 3000 finals. 
Depending on temperatures, 
the 3000 could be moved to 
the evening and the heats for 
shorter events would then be 
moved up. 

Finals for field events on 
Friday will be girls high jump, 
javelin and long jump, and 
boys pole vault, long jump, 
discus and shot. 

Saturday’s events begin at 
11 a.m. with the boys high 
jump and girls pole vault, fol-
lowed by girls triple jump and 
shot put, boys javelin and tri-
ple jump, and girls discus. 

Track events start with the 
short relay at 1 p.m., followed 
by the 1500. Finals for all the 
other track events will follow.

REMEMBERING THEIR SACRIFICE MONDAY, MAY 26
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File Photo
Nick Larson clears the pole vault bar earlier this season. 

TRACK
From page 8
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1010 MAIN STREET • 541-367-4893
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Single Combo $10.99 | Double Combo $11.99

Regular
$3.99

Bites Around the Block: 
Discover Local Yum!

We invite you to embark 
on a culinary adventure. 

Rediscover your town
one plate at a time. 

Dine with pride, knowing 
that with every bite, 

you’re celebrating our 
local heritage, traditions, 

and community spirit.

FREE POOL ALL DAY EVERY DAY!

PUB & GRUB
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 11A.M. - 2:30A.M.

1200 12TH AVE, SWEET HOME • 541-367-5119
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By Jason Chaney
Central Oregonian

First responders prepared 
for the worst.

Kaitlyn Watts of Sweet 
Home had crashed her vehi-
cle while driving on Highway 
20 east of Sweet Home and 
plunged into the Santiam 
River. The water was swift, 
rising and Watts was trapped 
in the driver’s seat.

“As command, that was 
one of the longest drives I 
ever made,” recalls Christian 
Whitfield, divsion chief with 
Sweet Home Fire and Ambu-
lance District (SHFAD).

“Hearing that information 
and knowing we were most 
likely going to a recovery, we 
fully expected to have some-
body deceased underwater.”

According to a report in 
The New Era newspaper, on 
the morning of March 22, 
Watts was driving eastbound 
when her pickup plummet-
ed off the pavement and 
approximately 30 feet down 
the riverbank.

The truck hit a tree and 
landed on its wheels rough-
ly 6 feet from the riverbank, 
with chest-high water rush-
ing into the vehicle. The 
vehicle sustained heavy 
damage to the passenger 
compartment and was in 
an unstable position. Early 
reports indicated Watts was 
pinned in the vehicle with 
water at head level.

A Sweet Home resident 
who was driving by with his 
wife arrived at the scene 
seconds after the crash. A 
nurse also stopped, right af-
ter they did. First responders 
were told to tie off the vehi-
cle, which they did. But after 
that they had to wait until 
help arrived.

It came much sooner than 
expected and from an un-
likely and highly fortunate 
source.

Two Prineville firefighters, 
off duty, on a road trip with 
their families, suddenly ar-
rived on scene. Russ Deboo-
dt, division chief with Crook 
County Fire and Rescue and 
Rylee Wood, a fire opera-
tions specialist with Ochoco 
National Forest quickly 
jumped into action. They 
freed Watts from the vehicle 
and ultimately got her safely 
to shore.

By the time Whitfield had 
arrived, he had heard re-
ports that a medic was on 
scene. It gave him a glimpse 
of hope. Maybe this wouldn’t 
be a recovery.

“Then we show up and 
they have done all the work 
for us, did all the difficult 
and scary things,” he said. 
“Both Russ and Rylee were 
on top of the rig – very high 
water levels, so extremely 
loud, just a rough situation 
to be in.”

SHFAD personnel “pack-
aged” the victim, then set up 
a rope system to bring Watts 
safely to the roadway and 
the waiting ambulance. She 
appeared to have non-life 
threatening injuries and was 
transported to Samaritan 
Lebanon Community Hospi-
tal for further evaluation.

“It couldn’t have gone any 
better in that situation,” 
Whitfield said.

SHFAD personnel came to 
Prineville Thursday and pre-
sented Deboodt and Wood 
with Life Saver Awards. 
Whitfield and SHFAD Fire 
Chief Nick Tyler presented 
the plaques during a Crook 
County Fire and Rescue 

board meeting and shared 
their thoughts about that 
day.

Tyler shared that a week 
or so after the event, Watts 
came to the Sweet Home fire 
station to thank everyone for 
what happened.

“It was extremely emo-
tional and a rare gift we get 
when things go well,” he said. 
“If you change one thing in 
this whole scenario, it turns 
out completely different.”

Watts, who attended the 
ceremony virtually, was also 
given the opportunity to 
thank her rescuers.

“I am still speechless about 
the entire circumstance,” she 
said, “but I just want to re-
iterate how grateful I am to 
have you guys there, other-
wise … circumstances might 
have been much different.”

Crook County Fire Chief 
Matt Smith also spoke, say-
ing he is proud of what De-
boodt and Wood did that 

day.
“I think it is a reflection of 

any of our responders put in 
that position,” he added.

Wood, who also attended 
the meeting virtually due 
to a work assignment, said 
he was glad that everything 

worked out the way it did. 
Deboodt echoed those sen-
timents.

“It’s fantastic to hear you 
are doing so well,” he said. 
“We are just glad we were 
driving by. We are glad we 
were able to help out.”

SHFAD honors Prineville firefighters with Life Saver Awards

Photo courtesy  of Jason Chaney/Central Oregonian
Sweet Home Fire and Ambulance District Division Chief Christian Whitfield, left, and Fire 
Chief Nick Tyler, right, present Life Saver awards to Russ Deboodt, Crook County Fire and 
Rescue Division Chief, second from right, and Joey Wood, who accepted the award on behalf 
of Rylee Wood, fire operations specialist with Ochoco National Forest.

File Photo
Rylee Wood, on the hood of Kaitlyn Watts’ truck, and Russ 
Deboodt, in the water, both off-duty firefighters from Crook 
County, assist in the March 22 rescue.
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By Scott Swanson
Of The New Era

Certified union president 
Steve Thorpe, a math teacher 
and wrestling coach at Sweet 
Home High School frequent-
ly delivers comments about 
the district’s teachers and 
students to School Board 
members, but he went deep 
at their meeting Monday, 
May 12. 

Thorpe provided the board 
with some extended com-
mentary on recent activities 
at the high school, which cul-
minated with the May Week 
Track Meet Friday, May 9.

He said the leadership and 
organization he’s seeing and 
the commitment to providing 
opportunities for students, 
particularly Career and Tech-
nical Education programs, 
are helping to build commu-
nity and serve young people. 

Thorpe told board mem-
bers that, in his 32nd year of 
teaching, “this year is one of 
best years I’ve ever had.”

He said that the May Week 
activities “flipped the switch” 
on what often can be a very 
negative time of the school 
year for teachers and stu-
dents. 

Thorpe cited the march-
ing band-led student parade 
down Long Street to Husky 
Field on Friday, May 11, and 
the Lip Dub video production 
on Wednesday, May 7, as par-
ticular examples of how the 
events brought students and 
teachers together. 

The approximately 11-min-
ute SHHS Lip Dub video had 
drawn some 8,500 views as of 
the beginning of this week. 
Posted on the district’s Face-
book page, it can be found by 
Googling “Sweet Home Lip 
Dub 2025.”

“There’s something going 
on that’s positive,” Thorpe 
said. “If you don’t get to be 
around and see it, you need 
to go there and see this, be-
cause we steal a little some-
thing from you people who 
come to make it better. 

“I don’t know how kids did 
on solving dysfunctional 
equations by substitution last 
week because I don’t really 
care. We did have some work 
going on, but the community 
and team-building that hap-
pened during that week.” 

He particularly cited the 
high school band’s role in 
bringing students together in 
the march. 

“We had a matching band. 
We marched down the street. 
In 1983 we were second in 
the state in a big competition, 
and we marched the band 
down both sides of the street. 

“(This year) we marched 
down together and came in 
(to Husky Stadium) together 

in our classes. The communi-
ty on the final day of that was 
just incredible.”

Thorpe credited organizer 
Tomas Rosa, the high school’s 
Leadership instructor, for the 
success of the event. 

He quoted Rosa: “Kids are 
excited to go to school and 
be part of something bigger 
than themselves,” Rosa said 
of the week-long celebration 
that included community 
service projects, a “lip dub” 
music video, assemblies, and 
inter-class competitions that 
culminated with the May 
Week Track Meet on Friday 
afternoon. 

“The community was excit-
ed. I had multiple adults text 
me that they wished they 
were back in school.”

Thorpe credited staff and 
students for participating, 
particularly in the lip dub 
video. 

“We had buy-in from the 
staff,” he said. They listened 
to Tomas.”

He said students had one 
run-through during Home 
Room period the week before 
May Week, and then Rosa 
and his Leadership students 
concocted a schedule that 
gave them an hour to film the 
video on Wednesday.. 

“What was fun for me, I 
was in it and my wrestlers 
were in it, but I only had that 
20-second piece,” Thorpe 
said. “I didn’t know anything 
else that had happened in 
that lip dub until I watched 
the whole thing for the first 
time on Friday.

“None of this happens 
without great leadership and 
we had great leadership,” he 
added. “In sports programs 
you’ve gotta have to have 
leadership. Success in busi-
ness happens because of 
leadership. Anything that’s 
successful, you’ve got to have 
leadership.”

He noted that the first 
Lip Dub happened in 2017 
when then-teacher Melissa 
Klumph did it with a cell-
phone and a CD player play-
ing music. It got better in 
2018 “because now we knew 
what we were doing,” Thorpe 
said. 

“We were going to do it 
again in 2020 but we couldn’t 
because of COVID.”

Rosa and the Leadership 
class pulled this one togeth-
er and Ramil Malabago took 
care of the technical side of 
things, he said. 

Thorpe told board mem-
bers that he’d had a conver-
sation with a younger teach-
er who quoted her husband 
saying that “it seems like 
Sweet Home is 20 years be-
hind in education – in the 
best possible way.” 

Providing “context,” Thor-
pe said the two had taught in 
school districts that “system-
atically” eliminated electives, 
replaced student academic 
intervention with “special in-
terests,” 

“prioritized punitive be-
havior over building relation-
ships,”  and cut programs in 
response to No Child Left Be-
hind mandates.

Thorpe said the young-
er teacher told him it was 
“an absolute breath of fresh 
air” to see electives such as 
wood shop, metals, forestry, 
animal science, culinary arts 
and more thriving in Sweet 
Home. 

“That’s a pretty strong 
statement,” he said. 

“I love that teachers in 
our district are here to serve 
kids,” he said. 

Getting down to business 
after Thorpe’s presenta-
tion, board members Jason 
Redick, Mike Adams, Aman-
da Carter, Jim Gourley, Dale 
Keene, Mary Massey, Floyd 
Neuschwander and Jenna 
Northern unanimously ap-
proved  a three-year contract 
with classified staff. 

The agreement includes 
salary increases of 3.5% to 5% 
over that span, based on the 
Consumer Price Index (CPI). 
It also will increase the dis-
trict’s insurance contribution 
by $65 a month for classified 
employees, according to Vel-
ma Canfield, union president.  

In other action, board 
members:

• Approved Body Shop 
health curricula for ele-

mentary and junior high 
students. Martin told board 
members the district has 
been using Body Shop for 
“20-plus” years. He said that 
if new standards are an-
nounced, covering topics not 
addressed in the curriculum, 
that teachers will be able to 
create new lessons to address 
those. 

Massey noted that parents 
have the ability to review the 
curriculum and opt out if 
they want to. 

• Heard a report from Supt. 
Terry Martin about the high 
school’s CTE Day on May 8, in 

which special education stu-
dents from five other schools 
were able to participate in 
“an engaging hands-on ex-
perience” in a variety of CTE 
activities, including  pole 
climbing, choker setting and 
axe throwing in forestry; cre-
ating hanging flower baskets 
and meeting farm animals in 
agricultural sciences; weld-
ing hanging basket holders 
and sunflowers in the metal 
shop, making screen-printed 
T-shirts and more. 

Martin said one student 

School Board hears how activities keep kids engaged, connected 

ESPY Award winners for May include, in front, from left, Asher Emmert of Hawthorne, 
Grayson Rogers of Foster, Sydney Lou Smith of Foster, Stanley Jorgensen of Sweet Home 
Charter School, Brylee Hegge of Holley and Annabelle Mobley of Holley. In the middle row 
are Caleb Tenbusch of Oak Heights and Finely Pearce of Hawthorne. In the rear, from left, are 
Emma Anderson of Sweet Home Junior High, Brooke Parsons of Oak Heights, Landen Pruitt 
of the Junior High, and Kaylie Cooley of Sweet Home High School. Not available for the photo 
were  Henry Martineau of the Charter School and Jack Simmons of the High School. 

 School Board Member Jim Gourley, left, draws the name of 
the “big” ESPY winner, Cohen Prescott from Charter School, 
from a basket full of all the names of this school year’s 
honorees. Cohen received a Chromebook computer (in the 
box at right). He was one of the district’s November ESPY 
winners. 

See School Board, Page 13
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AUTO REPAIR

(541) 367-2992

Shawn Anderson Owner,
Sweet Home

Auto Repair

FURNITURE

(541) 259-3646

2550 S. SANTIAM HWY

LOVE WHERE YOU LIVE, SHOP WHERE YOU LIVE.

INSURANCE

(541) 367-5121
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INSURANCE

(541) 367-2141
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Joel Keesecker

JOLENE 
MULLENIX
Loan Consultant
NMLS #853502

(541) 570-2322

NMLS#174457

www.loanDepot.com/jmullenix

LOANS

Equal Housing Opportunity | 56 E. Airport Rd., 
Lebanon, OR 97355. loanDepot.com, LLC NMLS ID 

174457. Licensed by the OR Division of Finance and 
Corporate Securities, Mortgage Lending ML-4972. 

(091923 120284-1723)

PLUMBING

(541) 367-5655

CCB #238181

New Construction • Remodels
Repairs • Service • Water Heaters

OWNER - MITCH CARTER
Office Hrs: Mon-Thu 8am - 4pm

INC.
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SWEET HOME
RV CENTER LLC

RV Sales, Service, Repair, Parts,
Appliances, Awnings, Propane, Solar and Batteries!

RV Waste Dump Open 24/7  Stop in Today!
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RV SALES & SUPPLIES

(541) 367-4293

REAL ESTATE

2345 S. Santiam Hwy., 
Lebanon, OR 97355

(541) 258-6100
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Family Owned

pointstire.com/sweethome

4420 Hwy 20

541 367 4579 (Alignment)
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TIRE / AUTO REPAIR

(541) 367-2462

from Newport told him 
during lunch that he had al-
ways wanted to try welding 
but had never had a chance 
to so until that day and that 
the experience left him with 
the determination to pursue 
that as a career goal. 

“Man. that just hit me like 
a lightning bolt,” Martin told 
board members. “Here are all 
these other districts where 
they can’t or haven’t done this 
for their kids.”

• Engaged in an extended 
discussion of bullying and 
how much of a problem it is 
in the district’s schools. 

Multiple administrators 
and principals told the board 
that though bullying cer-
tainly exists, the situation is 
sometimes complicated by 
the fact that parents and stu-
dents can misunderstand  ex-
actly what “bullying” means. 

Brian Brands, Student Ser-
vices director for the district, 
said that the district “spends 
a lot of time” on the problem.

“We’re constantly work-
ing on anti-bullying with the 
kids,” he said. 

Those efforts include home 
room sessions that focus on 
social and emotional learn-
ing (SEL), which is state-man-
dated, said Ralph Brown, 
high school principal. 

Brands said that parents 

often don’t recognize the 
difference between bully-
ing – which is persistent 
intimidation – and peer-to-
peer conflict, which can be 
name-calling or just a dis-
agreement. 

Sweet Home Junior High 
Principal Nate Tyler said “we 
don’t wait until it turns into 
bullying – we deal with all of 
it.” 

He added that he would 
much rather talk with a stu-
dent about a problem early 
on than deal with something 
that’s “been going on for 
three months.” 

Brown said that at the 
high school, especially if par-
ents or students can provide 
screenshots of problematic 
messaging, that provides evi-
dence that can be acted upon. 

“We call the police.”
He said administrators 

want to hear from students 
and parents about potential 
problems and that the school 
will either “take care of it on 
our end” or “we say, ‘Let’s go 
to the police on this one.’” 

Board Member Floyd 
Neuschwander asked how 
prevalent cyberbullying is in 
the district. 

“Every district has this,” 
Brands responded. “All 
schools have to do with this.”  

Martin said there is “quite 
a divide” between public per-
ception of what is going on in 
schools and the actual reali-

ties. 
“Students deserve to be 

safe,” he said. “We work on 
that continually.” 

• Accepted the resignation 
of Donna Dipietro, tempo-
rary special education teach-
er at Foster Elementary, ef-
fective April 18.

• Accepted the resignation 
of Leah White Hagan, art 
teacher at the high school.

• Approved the hire of Cal-
vin Koch, advanced math 
teacher at Sweet Home High 
School.

• Approved the hire of Am-
ber ArceoBigoni, who will 
teach CTE agricultural sci-
ence at the high school. 

• Approved the hire of Ka-
ley Schneider, intermediate 
teacher at Foster Elementary.

• Unanimously approved 
strategic priorities for the 
district that included the 
mission statement: “A dis-
trict where all students are 
valued, inspired and belong,” 
and an accompanying vision 
statement: “Give each stu-
dent every opportunity to 
achieve their potential.” 

• Approved a “Portrait of a 
Graduate” that includes ef-
forts to develop students into 
productive citizens, contin-
uous learners, critical think-
ers, ethical learners and ef-
fective communicators.

See more of this story at 
sweethomenews.com. 

SCHOOL BOARD
From page 12

nal mischief case after Linn 
County Jail reported inmate 
with warrant. Cited to appear 
June 11. 

9:56 p.m. - Morgan Lee 
Belcher, 31, arrested on 
SHMC warrant for FTC in 
theft case. Cited and released. 
1200 block 37th Ave. 

10:27 p.m. - Roseanne Ma-
rie Wirth arrested on SHMC 
warrant for FTA in trespass 
case after callers reported 
commotion in 800 block 18th 
Ave. Cited and released. 

10:07 p.m. - Caller reported 
concerns about abandoned 
trailer in 51100 block Quartz-
ville Rd., was fearful it con-
tained dead body. Deputy in-
vestigated, found trailer only 
contained wood chips. 
May 14 

8:35 a.m. - Nicholas Nathan 
Nivison, 32, arrested after he 
turned himself in at SHPD, 
1950 Main St., on LMC war-
rant for FTA in theft case. Cit-
ed and released. 

8:38 a.m. - Caller reported 
losing firearm in woods in 
28400 block Hwy. 20. Missing 
handgun described as 9 mm 
PSA Dagger.

11:24 a.m. - Non-injury 
crash reported in 100 block 
W. Park Ave., Brownsville. 
According to LCSO, elderly 
female had a flat tire, which 

caused her to hit a parked car 
with her passenger-side mir-
ror.

12:39 p.m. - Crash reported 
in area of Hwy. 228/Falk Rd., 
Halsey. According to LCSO, 
William Clark, 50, of Tex-
as was driving a work truck 
when he reached for his spit 
cup, left the roadway and 
rolled the truck. No injuries. 
Report taken. 

2:25 p.m. - Natalie Aislinn 
Roberts, 36, arrested on Ben-
ton County Circuit Court 
warrant for DUII after she 
visited SHPD, 1950 Main St., 
to report assault. Cited and 
released. 

3:16 p.m. - Joshua Kealo-
hanui Ben Leslie arrested on 
LMC warrant for probation 
violation in theft case. Cited 
and released. 1400 block 24th 
Ave. 

4:02 p.m. - Cameron 
Hostetler, of Brownsville, 
cited for speeding, 28900 
block Seven Mile Lane, near 
Brownsville. 

6:13 p.m. - Robert Ander-
son, 49, of Sweet Home, ar-
rested for criminal mischief, 
41900 block North River Dr. 
Lodged at Linn County Jail. 

According to LCSO, “intox-
icated family dispute”  ended 
with adult son arrested for al-
legedly breaking things in his 
parents’ house. Report taken. 

See additional Public Safe-
ty reports, at sweethome 
news.com. 

PUBLIC SAFETY
From page 6
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Delicious
Daily Specials! �

122 Spaulding Ave.
Brownsville
541-466-3636

CENTRAL LINN NEWS

Pioneer 
Bookkeeping &

Tax Service

 541-466-3144
202 Main Street, Brownsville

Cindy Clark, 
OBTP#B00696

-Tax Preparations-

“Full Service for
Small Business!”

Photo by Sarah Brown
Halsey resident Yvonne Shum flips through a stack of 
seeds at the Halsey Public Library, selecting lettuce, 
beets, beans, carrots and basil. Library Director Kaitlyn 
Watts said Mayor Jerry Lachenbruch helps stock the 
Free Seed Library every year, and anyone – library 
patron or not – is welcome to take some home. There 
are a variety of vegetables, herbs and flowers to choose 
from. Beside books, library patrons also have access 
to the Library of Things, supported by Oregon State 
University’s Extension Service, which offers food 
processing items on loan, such as a vacuum sealer, food 
dehydrator, fermentation crock, and steam or pressure 
canners.

Books to borrow, seeds to keep

Longtime Halsey councilor Jerry Gillson announces resignation
By Chelly Bouferrache
For The New Era

Halsey City Councilor Jer-
ry Gillson announced his 
resignation at the council’s 
monthly meeting May 12, 
citing a move out of state to 
be close to family. 

Gillson, who has served 
multiple terms on the coun-
cil over 30 
years, was 
praised by 
Mayor Jer-
ry Lachen-
bruch, who 
said, “He will 
be missed.” 

The coun-
cil passed a 
motion to accept the resig-
nation and initiate the pro-
cess to declare a vacancy, 
review applications, and 
appoint a new councilor. No 
parting speech was given.

The council also heard 
reports from Linn Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Deputy Steve 
Frambes on speeding con-
cerns and a local soda can 
theft issue, and heard up-
dates on a critical well proj-
ect and library initiatives. 

Councilors Scott LaCoste 
and John Miller were ab-

sent. Present were Mayor 
Jerry Lachenbruch, Council 
President Michelle Isom, 
Stacy Strauss, Karl Kropf 
and Gillson.

Frambes reported on a  
city-requested speed study 
his department conducted 
on southbound traffic at 
East 1st and D streets. 

The study, intended to in-
vestigate resident and city 
complaints about speeding, 
was complicated by a speed 
trailer capturing trains 
passing through the area at 
60 to 80 mph. 

“The train really messed 
with our study,” Frambes 
said, noting that the trail-
er detection system strug-
gled to distinguish between 
trains and vehicles, par-
ticularly during late-night 
hours when alarmingly 
high speeds were recorded. 

Despite social media 
posts and city reports about 
speeding, deputies have not 
observed significant viola-
tions. 

Frambes encouraged resi-
dents to continue reporting 
concerns to aid enforce-
ment efforts.

Deputy Frambes also ad-

dressed a known individual 
stealing bags of cans from 
porches often in broad day-
light, in Halsey and nearby 
Harrisburg.

 Describing the thief as 
“super frustrating, very bra-
zen,” he asked residents to 
file reports with the sheriff’s 
office rather than relying 
solely on social media com-
plaints. 

He urged the community 
to call in incidents to sup-
port investigations noting 
that this is the type of com-
plaint they want to know 
about.

“It isn’t too small of an in-
cident,” Frambes said.

City Administrator Bri-
ana Parra Olkowski report-
ed the completion of Phase 
1 of a critical well update 
project. 

The city made an initial 
payment of $329,840 to the 
well drilling company, with 
the total project expected to 
align with the bid price of 
$454,650. 

Initial tests revealed low-
er-than-expected water 
flow (gallons per minute), 
prompting the reallocation 
of funds for additional well 

development work to im-
prove output.

Librarian Kaitlyn Watts 
provided an update on li-
brary activities. 

Over the past two months, 
92 books were added, pri-
marily through community 
donations. 

On April 25, the library 
celebrated Arbor Day by 
distributing free trees and 
offering raffle tickets for 
three arbor-related books, 
with winners to be an-
nounced soon. 

The library’s annual 5K 
event on April 25 saw 64 
participants, surpassing 
last year’s 58, and included 
day-of donations. Prepara-
tions are underway for the 
summer reading program, 
themed “Level Up,” starting 
July 12 for four weeks. 

Events include a visit 
from Cesar the No Drama 
Llama on July 12, Lego Day 
on July 19, a presentation 
by the Museum of Natural 
and Cultural History on July 
26, and an ice cream party 
with awards in August.

In other action, the coun-
cil:

• Reviewed a city logo re-

design process, which is 
nearing completion, with 
three options under consid-
eration. 

A final selection is ex-
pected after the July coun-
cil meeting, with an an-
nouncement planned for 
the annual barbecue. 

• Approved $500 dona-
tions to both Meals on 
Wheels and Sharing Hands, 
adhering to a donation lim-
it despite a $1,000 request 
from Meals on Wheels.

• Decided to table a To-
tal Maximum Daily Load 
(TMDL) report, required 
every five years by the Or-
egon Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality to mon-
itor pollution levels, due to 
a technical issue with the 
handout. 

The council will address it 
at the next meeting.

Upcoming community 
dates include a Memorial 
Day closure on May 26, a 
citywide garage sale, and 
Central Linn High School 
graduation on June 7.

The next council meeting 
is scheduled for June 10 at 7 
p.m. at City Hall.

By Sarah Brown
Of The New Era

The Halsey-Shedd Volun-
teer Fire Association held its 
bi-annual pancake breakfast 
feed fundraiser Saturday, May 
17. The Fire Volunteer Associ-
ation served 213 people, rais-
ing $1,749 for the cause.

According to Staff Captain 
Sean Johnson, proceeds help 
fund medical equipment and 
training for the Halsey-Shedd 
Rural Fire Protection Dis-
trict, which serves 110 square 
miles. Halsey-Shedd RFPD 
runs four stations situated 

in Halsey, Shedd, Peoria and 
Oakville, and operates with 
two paid staff members and 
32 volunteers.

The Volunteer Fire Associa-
tion also hosts a winter break-
fast feed fundraiser to help 
fund the Central Linn Meals 
on Wheels program.

Kevin Mosher and Sar-
ah Market, of Albany, said 
they’ve been going to the 
breakfast fundraiser for more 
than 10 years now because, 
one, they’re friends with some 
of the crew and two, the food 
is good.

Breakfast feed funds 
medical equipment

Photo by Sarah Brown
Staff Captain Sean Johnson, center, speaks to some of his 
volunteer crew during the Halsey-Shedd Fire District bi-
annual breakfast fundraiser Saturday.

Jerry Gillson
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should include cleaning and a 
tack coat prior to the installa-
tion of the humps. 

The cost estimates do not 
include final engineering and 
the labor and equipment nec-
essary for installation. He and 
Public Works Director Greg 
Springman said city staff are 
not equipped to do  the instal-
lation themselves. 

“It would be the first time 
they’d ever done it and you 
have to get it right the first 
time,” Ogden said, adding that 
a “ballpark” final cost for Op-
tion 1, in asphalt, would be 
between $15,000 and $20,000. 

Frank Gallagher, chair of the 
Traffic Safety Committee and 
a 1st Avenue resident himself, 
said Option 1 would probably 
be the best. 

“It’s probably the lowest cost 
you’re going to have, short of 
putting up barricades and a 
‘Closed Street’ sign,” he told 
council members. 

Councilor Ken Bronson 
asked Gallagher what he 
would suggest, since he lives 
on the street. 

“If I were to do it, to get 
the most value for my mon-
ey, I would do asphalt speed 
humps, but I’d do it on a per-
manent basis – I would not do 
a temporary trial,,” Gallagher 
responded, adding that simply 
putting asphalt humps on the 
existing roadway would lead 
to the humps deteriorating 
and needing to be replaced.

“Dollars- and cents-wise, it 
makes sense to me, if it were 
coming out of my pocket, to 
have it done right the first 
time.”  

Gallagher, who’s lived on 1st 
Avenue for 29 years, said he’s 
been working on the issue for 
15 years. 

He said of the “upwards of 
2,000-a-day” vehicles that use 

the street, 85% observe the 
speed limit.

“It’s that 15% that cause all 
the problems – and commer-
cial vehicles, which do not be-
long on that street,” Gallagher 
said. 

He noted that “farmers, 
with their tractors and trailers 
and so on, and the contractors 
coming through with their big 
trailers and their construction 
equipment, if you have to slow 
down and then you go anoth-
er 250 feet and you have to 
slow down again, makes for a 
long day if you have to do a lot 
of that.” 

Councilor Angelita San-
chez said she thought the city 
could get a lower price on the 
asphalt than Dyer’s, but she 
said she was “100% for the as-
phalt.” 

Councilor Aaron Hegge said 
he supported a permanent in-
stallation. He noted that the 
minutes from Nov. 15, 2014 

council meeting include ap-
proval of a motion “to add 
speed bumps at that time.” 

“So it’s been a long time 
coming and I think we should 
get it done.” 

Other council members 
said they agreed and Coleman 
asked staff to bring a request 
for council action to the next 
meeting so they could vote on 
it. 

In other action, the council: 
• Unanimously approved a 

list of requests from the Or-
egon Jamboree for street clo-
sures, OLCC temporary sales 
license applications, public 
address permits, assistance 
from the Police and Public 
Works departments, permis-
sion to use Upper Sankey, 
Strawberry and Quarry parks 
for camping,  and waiver of 
various city fees.

Road closures include Kal-
mia past 14th Avenue, Ames 
Creek Road from Mountain 

View to 18th Avenue, and 18th 
Avenue north to the bus ga-
rage (except for local traffic), 
and a “hard closure” of 18th 
Avenue from the bus garage 
to Long Street. 

Closures will begin roughly 
four days prior to the Aug. 1-3 
event. 

The 33rd Jamboree will in-
clude 26 camp areas contain-
ing roughly 2,100 camp sites. 

• Observed as new police 
officer Tylier Mendenhall was 
sworn in by Ogden. 

• Approved a proclama-
tion of May as Mental Health 
Awareness Month. 

• Held a third reading and 
voted unanimously to adopt 
the 2025 Transportation Sys-
tem Plan, which will be an 
amendment to the city’s Com-
prehensive Plan and replaces 
all prior TSPs.

• Held a third reading and 
voted unanimously to adopt 
the North Sweet Home Area 

Plan as an amendment to the 
city’s Comprehensive Plan 
and its Transportation System 
Plan. The North Sweet Home 
plan is a long-term planning 
document that guides future 
development of, investment 
in, and identifies needs in 
that area, which includes the 
Old Mill Property and Quarry 
Park and extends east to Wi-
ley Creek between the Albany 
& Eastern railroad tracks and 
the South Santiam River. 

• Held a second reading and 
voted 5-2, with Sanchez and 
Dylan Richards opposing, to 
move a proposed ordinance 
regulating camping within the 
city limits to a third reading. 

State law requires the city to 
“develop a policy that recog-
nizes the social nature of the 
problem of homeless individ-
uals camping on public prop-
erty.” 

Although the city has 
opened the Family Assistance 
and Resource Center Group 
(FAC) facility on 24th Ave-
nue, and has maintained an 
area next to the Police Station 
where those who have been 
excluded from or refuse to 
utilize the FAC site may camp 
at night, which are strictly su-
pervised and have set hours, 
the ordinance is necessary to 
bring city policy into compli-
ance with state law. 

The ordinance was intro-
duced March 11, but was ta-
bled pending review by the 
city’s insurer. A first reading 
was held April 22. 

• Heard a report from 
Springman on the city’s wa-
ter system. He said that, when 
refilling the city’s reservoirs 
some older pipes near Fos-
ter Lake and in the Avenues 
started producing water with 
“color” due to rust in the wa-
ter lines which, he said, are 80 
years old in certain areas of 
the city. 

WILLAMETTE VALLEY NONPROFIT SPOTLIGHT
Sponsored by:

Willamette Valley Non-Profit Association

CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) of 
Linn County is dedicated to advocating for chil-
dren in foster care, ensuring they have a voice in 
court and access to the resources they need. We 
rely on compassionate individuals like you to 
make a difference! By donating or volunteering 
as a CASA, you can help provide stability and 
support to vulnerable children during challeng-
ing times. Join us in our mission to 

create brighter futures for these kids! Visit www.linncasa-
.org to learn how you can get involved today!

EMPOWER LOCAL CHILDREN: BECOME A CASA!

1333 Clark Mill Rd. • 541-367-2765

SUNSHINE
INDUSTRIES

Our program provides job training, 
job opportunities, and community 

access to individuals with 
developmental disabilities.

We offer grounds keeping and janitorial 
services for residential and commercial 

needs as well as facility rentals. 

SH COUNCIL
From page 5

Photo by Scott Swanson
City Manager/Police Chief Jason Ogden, left, swears in police officer Tylier Mendenhall, the 
latest addition to the Sweet Home Police Department. 
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Notice of sale of personal property 
under landlord’s possessory lien.

Personal property left in the fol-
lowing units have been seized for 
non-payment of rent and will be 
sold at The Storage Depot- 333 De-
pot Ave Brownsville, OR 97327 on 
May 28, 2025 at 12:00 pm: Dewar, 
Melissa #B0228; Darrah, Michael 
#C0323; Darrah, Michael #D0425; 
Eaton, Jeremy #B0235.
(May 14 - May 21)______________

Notice of sale of personal property 
under landlord’s possessory lien.

Personal property left in the fol-
lowing units have been seized for 
non-payment of rent and will be 
sold at The Storage Depot- 36666, 
Hwy 34, Lebanon OR 97355 on 
May 30th, 2025 at 10:00 am: Har-
wood, Nicole AL49; Darrah, Michael 
AR35; Davis, Casey FC25; Douglass, 
Christopher F27; Johnson, Randi 
CR30; Masog, Hailee DL37; Schrick, 
Ronald ER28; Scott, Chiquita BR54; 
Strickland, Jennifer BR42, Wilde, 
Stephanie AR16.
(May 14 - May 21)_______________

In the Matter of the Estate of
MELVIN D. McKINNON

NOTICE TO INTERESTED PERSONS
Linn County Case No. 25PB02526
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
Circuit Court of Linn County, State 
of Oregon, has appointed the un-
dersigned as Personal Represen-
tative of the Estate of Melvin D. 
McKinnon, deceased. All persons 
having claims against said estate 
are required to present the same, 
with proper vouchers, to the per-
sonal representative in care of Sar-
ah Castleton, Attorney at Law, Ivers 
& Miller Law at 317 W. 1st Ave, Suite 
302, Albany, OR 97321, within four 
(4) months after the date of first 
publication of this notice, or the 
claims may be barred. All persons 
whose rights may be affected by 
the proceedings may obtain addi-
tional information from the records 
of the court, the personal represen-
tative or the attorney for the per-
sonal representative.
DATED and first published: May 21, 
2025.
Personal Representative
Sophia McKinnon
c/o Sarah Castleton
Ivers & Miller Law
PO Box 1033
317 First Ave W., Suite 302
Albany, OR 97321
(541) 928-5875
sarah@ivers.law
(May 21)______________________

The City of Sweet Home hereby in-
vites qualified applicants to submit 
proposals to provide Asset Man-
agement Program services. The 
sealed proposals are due in the 
City’s online portal by May 30, 2025 
at 5:00 PM. Interested and qualified 
proposers are directed to the City 
of Sweet Home Procurement Por-
tal at procurement.opengov.com/
portal/sweethomeor for detailed 
information and submittal require-
ments.
(May 21)______________________

In the Matter of the Estate of
FAY K. COWDREY

NOTICE TO INTERESTED PERSONS
Linn County Case No. 25PB04401

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
Circuit Court of Linn County, State 
of Oregon, has appointed the un-
dersigned as Personal Representa-
tive of the Estate of Fay K. Cowdrey, 
deceased. All persons having claims 
against said estate are required 
to present the same, with proper 
vouchers, to the personal represen-
tative in care of Sarah Castleton, 
Attorney at Law, Ivers & Miller Law 
at 317 W. 1st Ave, Suite 302, Albany, 
OR 97321, within four (4) months 
after the date of first publication 
of this notice, or the claims may be 
barred. All persons whose rights may 
be affected by the proceedings may 
obtain additional information from 
the records of the court, the personal 

Notice of sale of personal property 
under Landlords Possessory lien.

Personal property left in the fol-
lowing units have been seized for 
Non-payment of rent and will be 
sold at The Storage Depot, 111 
Davidson St. NE Albany, OR 97321 
May 29, 2025 at 10:00am. Story, 
Bailey #F107; Ingram, Tiffany #C43; 
Maag, Kelly #B32; Eoas, Tammy 
#F80
(May 14 - May 21)_______________

Notice of sale of personal property 
under Landlords Possessory Lien.

Personal property left in the fol-
lowing units have been seized for 
Non-payment of rent and will be 
sold at The Storage Depot, 2887 
SW Ferry St Albany, OR 97322 on 
May 29th, 2025 at 12:00pm. 
The following units are available 
for viewing and live public sale at 
12:00pm: G0706 (Lisa DeFoyd)
(May 14 - May 21)_______________

Summons For Service In the 
Circuit Court Of The State of 

Oregon for the County of Linn
James Walters, Plaintiff/Petitioner 
v. Jennifer Walters, Defendant/Re-
spondent Date of First Publication: 
May 14, 2025 (response must be filed 
within 30 days of this date). Case 
No. 25DR07319. James Walters has 
filed a Dissolution of Marriage case 
asking the court to order a divorce. 
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT Jennifer 
Walters: READ CAREFULLY! You must 
“appear” in this case or the other 
side will win automatically. To “ap-
pear,” you must file a legal Response, 
Answer, or Motion. Forms may be 
available through the court above 
or online at www.courts.oregon.
gov/forms. Talk to a lawyer for infor-
mation about appearing by motion. 
Your response must be filed with the 

Notice of sale of personal property 
under landlord’s possessory lien.

Personal property left in the fol-
lowing units have been seized for 
non-payment of rent and will be 
sold at The Storage Depot- 4199 
Main St. Sweet Home, Or 97386 
on May 28, 2025. The following 
units are available for viewing at 
10:00am and will be sold to the 
highest bidder: Denise Bermudes 
- A341, August Borromeo - A240, 
Allen (AJ) Hall - E172, Natalie Oed-
er -D103, Heather Pugh – D139, 
Rita Kizer – E173, Rita Kizer – D222, 
Heather Harrison – A478, Braylee 
Reed – A109, Curtis Hughes – RV39, 
Linda Bertrand – A202, Wyatt 
Lohmann – A318, Kaci Speck – D344
(May 14 - May 21)_______________

court named above within 30 days 
of the date of first publication (not-
ed above), along with the required 
filing fee (go to www.courts.oregon.
gov for fee information). It must be 
in proper form. You must show that 
the other party’s lawyer ( or the par-
ty if they do not have a lawyer) was 
formally served with a copy of your 
response according to the service 
rules. Service rules are in the Oregon 
Rules of Civil Procedure (ORCP) Rule 
9. If you have questions, see a lawyer 
immediately. If you need help finding 
a lawyer, you can call
the Oregon State Bar’s Lawyer Re-
ferral Service at 503.684.3763 or toll 
free in Oregon at 800.452.7636, or go 
to www.oregonstatebar.org.
(May 14  - Jun. 4)________________

representative or the attorney for the 
personal representative.
DATED and first published: May 21, 
2025.
Personal Representative
Marvin Cowdrey
c/o Sarah Castleton
Ivers & Miller Law
PO Box 1033
317 First Ave W., Suite 302
Albany, OR 97321
(541) 928-5875
sarah@ivers.law
(May 21)______________________

SERVICES: DIVORCE $130. Complete 
preparation. Includes children, cus-
tody, support, property and bills 
division. No court appearances. 
Divorced in 1-5 weeks possible. 
503-772-5295. www.paralegalalter-
natives.com legalalt@msn.com. 
 
SERVICES: Donate your car, truck, 
boat, RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE 
vehicle pickup and receive a top 
tax deduction! Call Veteran Car Do-
nations at 1-866-695-9265 today! 
 
SERVICES: Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to as-
sist the blind and visually impaired. 
Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle pick-
up and secure a generous tax credit 
for 2025. Call Heritage for the Blind 
Today at 1-844-533-9173 today! 
 
SERVICES: We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any con-
dition. Easy three step process: 
Call, get cash offer and get paid. Get 
your fair cash offer today by calling 
Liz Buys Houses: 1-866-249-8679. 
 
SERVICES: We buy 8,000 cars a week. 
Sell your old, busted or junk car with 
no hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell 
your car to Peddle. Easy three step 
process. Instant offer. Free pickup. 
Fast payment. Call 1-855-980-4382. 
 
SERVICES: The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 1 day. Limited 
Time Offer - $1000 off or No Payments 
and No Interest for 18 months for cus-
tomers who qualify. BCI Bath & Show-
er. Many options available. Quality 
materials & professional installation. 
Senior & Military Discounts Avail-
able. Call Today! 1-844-847-9778. 
 
SERVICES: Safe Step. North Ameri-
ca’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. Now fea-
turing our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-833-395-1433. 
 
SERVICES: Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or shower 
in as little as one day. For a limited 
time, waiving ALL installation costs! 
(Additional terms apply. Subject 
to change and vary by dealer. Offer 
ends 6/30/25.) Call 1-855-341-5268. 
 
SERVICES: Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now to receive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-877-557-1912 to-
day to schedule a free quote. It’s not 
just a generator. It’s a power move. 
 
SERVICES: The Generac PWRcell, 
a solar plus battery storage sys-
tem. SAVE money, reduce your 
reliance on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing Op-
tion. Request a FREE, no obligation, 
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Statewide Notices Statewide Notices Statewide Notices

FORM OR-ED-1

Phone: 541-367-7122

Actual Amount Adopted Budget Approved Budget
Last Year 2023-24 This Year 2024-25 Next Year 2025-26

$19,841,327 $20,506,932 $22,745,000
7,460,466 7,580,000 7,875,000

319,283 320,000 335,000
5,134,053 4,542,000 4,302,000

114,706 125,000 125,000
26,525,215 30,298,154 29,587,112

4,682,811 3,365,000 2,705,000
3,257,500 2,007,500 1,107,500

$67,335,361 $68,744,586 $68,781,612

$17,322,493 $18,961,236 $19,970,364
Other Associated Payroll Costs 8,592,859 10,654,436 12,004,769

4,435,701 7,402,032 6,777,268
4,432,489 4,745,291 4,565,479

601,546 4,975,403 925,000
Other Objects (except debt service & interfund transfers) 1,762,160 1,721,830 2,788,080

3,975,257 4,124,758 4,276,982
3,257,500 2,007,500 1,107,500

0 12,611,858 15,678,152
Unappropriated Ending Fund Balance & Reserves 22,955,356 1,540,242 688,018

$67,335,361 $68,744,586 $68,781,612

$19,394,430 $23,498,725 $25,149,327
203 218 214

14,290,039 17,620,416 17,380,442
105 104 104

3000 Enterprise & Community Service 1,914,138 2,349,155 2,301,191
16 16 16

4000 Facility Acquisition & Construction 548,641 3,991,932 200,000

1,000,000 1,000,000 2,000,000
3,975,257 4,124,758 4,276,982
3,257,500 2,007,500 1,107,500

0 12,611,858 15,678,152
22,955,356 1,540,242 688,018

$67,335,361 $68,744,586 $68,781,612
324 338 334

Rate or Amt Imposed Rate or Amt Imposed Rate or Amt Approved
 Permanent Rate Levy  (Rate Limit $5.0057 per $1,000) $5.0057 per $1,000 $5.0057 per $1,000 $5.0057 per $1,000

$0.30 per $1,000 $0.30 per $1,000 $0.30 per $1,000
 Levy For General Obligation Bonds $1,827,000 $1,881,000 $1,937,000

LONG TERM DEBT

General Obligation Bonds
Other Bonds
Other Borrowings
     Total

$5,505,000

Estimated  Debt Outstanding 
Not Incurred on July 1

Estimated Debt Authorized, But  
on July 1

$11,775,000

Total revenues and requirements are projected to remain relatively stable from the current year to the next. An anticipated 
increase in carryover funds is expected to offset a reduction in state revenue, primarily resulting from the completion of this 
year’s Oak Heights Elementary Seismic Grant.

$6,270,000

 Local Option Levy

     5100 Debt Service*
     5200 Interfund Transfers*
6000 Contingency

     * not included in total 5000 Other Uses.  To be appropriated separately from other 5000 expenditures.
STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN ACTIVITIES and SOURCES OF FINANCING **

     FTE

     FTE

     FTE

    Total Requirements
    Total  FTE

Current Yr Property  Taxes, other than Local Option Taxes
Current Year Local Option Property Taxes

FINANCIAL SUMMARY - REQUIREMENTS AND FULL-TIME EQUIVALENT EMPLOYEES (FTE) BY FUNCTION

Purchased Services

Debt Service*

Revenue from Intermediate Sources

Revenue from Federal Sources
Revenue from State Sources

    Total Resources

Email: kev in.strong@sweethome.k12.or.us

           NOTICE OF BUDGET HEARING          

FINANCIAL SUMMARY - RESOURCES
TOTAL OF ALL FUNDS

Contact: Kevin Strong

Salaries

Operating Contingency
Interfund Transfers*

    Total Requirements 

     FTE

Supplies & Materials
Capital Outlay

5000 Other Uses

PROPERTY TAX LEVIES

2000 Support Services

Interfund Transfers

STATEMENT OF INDEBTEDNESS

Beginning Fund Balance

7000 Unappropriated Ending Fund Balance

Other Revenue from Local Sources

1000 Instruction

FINANCIAL SUMMARY - REQUIREMENTS BY OBJECT CLASSIFICATION

All Other Budget Resources

A public meeting of the Sweet Home School District School Board will be held on June 9, 2025 at 6:30 pm at 1920 Long 
Street, Sweet Home, OR. The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the budget for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2025 as 
approved by the Sweet Home School District Budget Committee.  A summary of the budget is presented below. A copy of 
the budget may be inspected or obtained online at www.sweethome.k12.or.us/departments/business. This budget is for an 
annual budget period.  This budget was  prepared on a basis of accounting that is the same as the preceding year.  

quote today. Call 1-844-989-2328. 
 
SERVICES: Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting bat-
tery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 855-839-0752. 
 
SERVICES: Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE Leaf-
Filter estimate today. 20% off Entire 
Purchase. Plus 10% Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts. Call 1-855-536-8838. 
 
SERVICES: Call LeafGuard and say 
goodbye to gutter cleaning for 

good. No cleaning. No leaking. No 
water damage. No more ladder 
accidents. Get LeafGuard today 
and be protected for life. FREE es-
timate. Financing available. 20% 
off total purchase (Restrictions 
may apply.) Call 1-877-300-7977. 
 
SERVICES: Switch and save up to 
$250/year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no hidden 
fees. Unlimited talk and text with 
flexible data plans. Premium na-
tionwide coverage. 100% U.S. 
based customer service. For more 
information, call 1-877-916-0803. 
 
SERVICES: Get DISH Satellite TV + In-
ternet! Free Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, 

Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. Call Today! 1-866-373-9175. 
 
SERVICES: DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite live TV, 
sports and local channels. 99% 
signal reliability! CHOICE Package, 
$84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO 
Max and Premium Channels in-
cluded for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Pack-
age or higher.) No annual contract, 
no hidden fees! Some restrictions 
apply. Call IVS 1-855-602-2009. 
 
SERVICES: Get Boost Infinite! Unlim-
ited Talk, Text and Data For Just $25/
mo! The Power Of 3 5G Networks, 
One Low Price! Call Today and Get 
The Latest iPhone Every Year On Us! 
844-955-3417.
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REAL ESTATE SOLD

2345 S. Santiam Hwy
Lebanon, OR 97355 

OregonRealEstateProfessionals.com

(541) 258-6100

541-401-9276
linncountyrealtor@gmail.com

Licensed in the state of Oregon

I’d love to be your Realtor

REALTOR®
Firiel Severns
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Following are Lebanon, 
Sweet Home, and Browns-
ville area real estate trans-
actions recorded with the 
county during late March 
and April 2025. These are not 
properties for sale, and some 
transactions may represent a 
change in ownership within a 
family or corporation. Prop-
erties are listed by address, 
property/residence size and 
purchase price:

190 Main St., Brownsville; 
1036 sq.ft., One story, two 
bedroom, 1 ½ bath Built in 
1981; 0.35 acres; $435,000.

4944 Mimosa Cir., Sweet 
Home; 1982 sq.ft., Two story, 
three bedroom, 2 ½ bath Built 
in 2006; 0.23 acres; $412,500.

1111 Spruce St., Sweet 
Home; 832 sq.ft., One story, 

four bedroom, two-bath Built 
in 1964; 0.23 acres; $280,000.

4715 Long St., Sweet 
Home; additional details not 
listed; 0.35 acres; $350,000.

1073 North River Dr., 
Sweet Home; 1296 sq.ft., 
Double wide mobile home, 
two bedroom, two-bath Built 
in 2016; 4.61acres; $492,000.

433 Mary St., Lebanon; 
1100 sq.ft., One story, one-
bath Built in 1950; 0.17 acres; 
$125,000.

711 Grant St., Lebanon; 
720 sq.ft., One story, two bed-
room, one-bath Built in 1952; 
0.18 acres; $225,000.

809 Stonebrook St., 
Brownsville; 1007 sq.ft., One 
story, three bedroom, two-

bath Built in 2024; 0.12 acres; 
$349,900.

2187 Mill St., Lebanon; 
additional details not listed; 
0.2 acres; $40,500.

372 6th St., Lebanon; 
1222 sq.ft., One story with 
attic, three bedroom, one-
bath Built in 1948; 0.2 acres; 
$325,000.

1170 Grant Pl., Lebanon; 
1050 sq.ft., One story, three 
bedroom, one-bath Built in 
1977; 0.3 acres; $325,000.

323 Lydia Ln., Lebanon; 
1586 sq.ft., One story, three 
bedroom, 2 ½ bath Built in 
2013; 0.15 acres; $425,000.

981 Airport Rd., Lebanon; 
1448 sq.ft., One story with 
attic, three bedroom, one-

bath Built in 1947; 0.47 acres; 
$234,538.

4613 Airport Ln., Sweet 
Home; 648 sq.ft., One story, 
one bedroom, one-bath Built 
in 1948; 0.17 acres; $95,000.

181 Filbert Ct., Browns-
ville; 1280 sq.ft., One story, 
three bedroom, two-bath 
Built in 2008; 0.16 acres; 
$405,000.

4613 Airport Ln., Sweet 
Home; 648 sq.ft., One story, 
one bedroom, one-bath Built 
in 1948; 0.17 acres; $86,000.

1131 2nd Ave., Sweet 
Home; 1272 sq.ft., One sto-
ry, three bedroom, one-bath 
Built in 1950; 0.13 acres; 
$180,000.

2636 Arlene Ave., Leba-
non; 1664 sq.ft., One story, 
three bedroom, 1 ½ bath Built 
in 1965; 0.4 acres; $309,250.

520 Holley Rd., Sweet 
Home; 680 sq.ft., One story, 
one bedroom, one-bath Built 
in 1940; 0.16 acres; $290,000.

1425 Hiatt St., Lebanon; 
1056 sq.ft., One story, three 
bedroom, one-bath Built in 
1971; 0.11 acres; $320,000.

1708 Elm St., Sweet Home; 
728 sq.ft., One story, two bed-
room, one-bath Built in 1945; 
0.14 acres; $232,000.

184 7th St., Lebanon; 1652 
sq.ft., One story, three bed-
room, two-bath Built in 1940; 
0.14 acres; $360,000.

357 Waters Edge Ct., Leb-
anon; 1317 sq.ft., One sto-
ry, three bedroom, two-bath 
Built in 2000; 0.16 acres; 
$262,000.

840 Glen Oak Dr., Leba-
non; 2413 sq.ft., One story, 
three bedroom, two-bath 
Built in 1997; 0.33 acres; 
$585,000.

980 Washburn St., 
Brownsville; 1429 sq.ft., 
One story, four bedroom, 2 ½ 
bath Built in 1978; 0.9 acres; 
$615,000.

35335 Lacomb Rd., Leb-
anon; 4968 sq.ft., Two sto-
ry, four bedroom, 4 ½ bath 
Built in 2008; 3.95 acres; 
$1,087,500.

33549 Millview Way., Leb-
anon; 865 sq.ft., One story, 
two bedroom, one-bath Built 
in 1960; 0.15 acres; $323,000.

144 Hausman Ave., 
Brownsville; 1374 sq.ft., One 
story, three bedroom, two-
bath Built in 2006; 0.15 acres; 
$430,000.

34204 Lacomb Rd., Leb-
anon; additional details not 
listed; $750,000.

2076 Cedar St., Sweet 
Home; 1460 sq.ft., One sto-
ry, three bedroom, one-
bath Built in 1951; 0.2 acres; 
$250,000.

32320 Weldon Rd., Leb-
anon; 1730 sq.ft., One story 
with attic, two bedroom, two-
bath Built in 1985; 13 acres; 
$730,000.

881 Glenwood St., Leba-
non; 2120 sq.ft., Two story, 
six bedroom, 2 ½ bath Built 
in 1977; 0.3 acres; $438,195 .

322 Shannon Pl., Leba-
non; 2164 sq.ft., Two story, 
three bedroom, 2 ½ bath Built 
in 2007; 0.14 acres; $455,000. 
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Hear Life Again!

Oregon Hearing
Health Service

 •  Free hearing consultation

•  Free live demonstration of
    the latest technology

•  Risk-free in-home trial

(541) 258-6166
www.oregonhears.com

90 Market Street, Suite 70  |  Lebanon 

Farmer’s markets off and running for 2025
Vendor Belinda Bayne, right, helps customers Tuesday, May 13, at Sweet Home Farmers 
Market in the library square at the intersection of 12th Avenue and Kalmia Street. Bayne, one 
of the organizers of the market, was one of approximately 10 vendors who set up for the 
first day. The market will run through Oct. 14 at that location from 2 to 6 p.m. each Tuesday. 
Musicians will perform during the spring and fall months during the first two hours, thanks 
to a grant from the Linn County Cultural Coalition. Also, starting June 10, the Power of 
Produce kids program will provide children ages 4 through 12 with educational activities and 
$4 each to purchase vegetables. That program is funded by a Social Accountability Grant 
from Samaritan Health. The program promotes healthy eating, and provides children access 
to fruits and vegetables, Bayne said. Also kicking off last week was the Lebanon Farmers 
Market, which is being held Thursdays at the old filling station next to Ralston Park, at 971 
Park St. Brownsville’s Thursday Market is held weekly downtown at 185 Main St. 

Softball team secures state play-in berth with some rousing wins
By Keeghan Kittins
For The New Era

Making a big push for the 
playoffs, Sweet Home’s soft-
ball players ended the regular 
season on a three-game win-
ning streak. 

The Huskies started with 
a 13-1 landslide at New-
port Monday, May 12. On 
Wednesday they celebrated 
Senior Night with a thrill-
ing 6–5 comeback win over 
North Marion,  then scored a 
come-from-behind 11-8  win 
Thursday, May 15, at  No. 10 
Stayton, coming back down 
8–3, scoring eight runs in the 
seventh inning.
Sweet Home 13, Newport 1

The Huskies needed only 
six innings to roll over  New-
port and end  the game on the  
mercy rule.

Aubrey Newberry opened 
the game’s scoring with an RBI 
single. Anabelle Morris drove 
in two more runs to close the 
inning, 3–0. Sweet Home add-
ed another in the second and 
four more in the third. 

Miley Smith led the team 
in runs and hits, with three 
apiece, including two doubles. 

Three Huskies had at least 
two RBIs (Katriona Harris, 
Morris, Addy Vannice). Sweet 
Home was excellent at the 
plate, striking out only twice 
over the whole game. They 
made the game 9–1 in the fifth 
and added another four in the 
top of the sixth.

Jocelynn Fairchild pitched 
the whole game, needing 
only 85 pitches to put the 
Cubs away and giving up only 
two hits the entire game. She 

struck out 25% of the batters 
she faced. As a team, Sweet 
Home was able to limit their 
errors, committing only two. 

SH 6, North Marion 5
At home Wednesday, the 

Huskies eked out a close win 
over visiting North Marion. 

Sweet Home got on the 
board first with an Aubrey 
Newberry sacrifice fly, then 
added to their lead, capitaliz-
ing on multiple North Marion 
errors. 

Newberry and Miley Smith 
both recorded a double, while 
Kaitlyn Kennedy had the 
game’s only triple. Heading 
into the top of the fifth, Sweet 
Home had a comfortable lead, 
winning 4–1.

 “We had few errors, but 
they came at crucial times,” 
said Coach Sandy Brown, as 
North Marion was able to 
score three runs off errors in 
the fourth and added another 
run with a single, making the 
game 5-4. 

Jocelynn Fairchild pitched 
most of the game; after the 
lead change, Harris relieved 
her for the final two innings, 
making quick work of the 
North Marion batters – not al-
lowing a single run or hit and 
giving up only one walk.

Sweet Home was able to get 
three straight batters out in 
the top of the sixth but had 
three straight fly-outs to close 
the inning.

Another round of great de-
fense, getting another three 
straight batters out, kept 
North Marion scoreless. En-
tering the bottom of the sev-
enth, Sweet Home was down 

one.
 “We had Kaitlyn Kenne-

dy pinch-hit in the 7th, and 
she started the inning with a 
leadoff triple. That was a very 
clutch moment that helped us 
when it mattered,” said Coach 
Emily Marchbanks. After Ken-
nedy’s clutch triple, Miley 
Smith followed it up with a 
double to tie the game. Addy 
Vannice ended the game on 
a single to center field. Miley 
Smith had her second straight 
game with three runs.

 Sweet Home ended the 
game 6–5 and went 3–0 
against North Marion on the 
season.

Sweet Home 11, Stayton 8
Tied up at one win each 

coming into the final reg-
ular-season game for both 
teams, Sweet Home was com-
ing off a 14-0 loss to the Eagles 
in their last face-off, during 
May Week. 

 This game started with 
much of the same recipe; the 
Huskies entered the top of the 
seventh down 8–3. But then 
things changed. 

Sweet Home was able to ral-
ly off eight runs and win the 
game 11–8.

Harris started the game in 
the circle  for Sweet Home, 
facing 37 batters in seven in-
nings, throwing 145 pitches, 
and striking out six. She and 
the Husky defense were able 
to keep the high-powered 
Stayton offense scoreless for 
three crucial innings – most 
importantly in the bottom of 
the seventh inning – to protect 
their only lead of the game.

 At the plate, Sweet Home 
started slow, not scoring until 
the third inning.

 A Morris two-run RBI dou-
ble made the game 3–3. Mor-
ris led the team with three 
RBIs.

The Huskies went on anoth-
er dry spell, not scoring and 
getting only one hit in three 
innings. The Eagles added 
three more to their lead in the 

fifth and another in the sixth 
to make the game 8–3.

Down five runs and lacking 
momentum, Harris was able 
to kick off the inning with a 
home run, which was what 
her team needed..

 “Obviously, the home run 
was a standout moment, but I 
also think Miley and Hannah 
getting back-to-back base hits 
right after it really continued 
the momentum and showed a 
lot of maturity on their part. 
They stayed in control during 
their at-bats and weren’t try-
ing to do too much,” March-
banks said.

The Huskies demonstrated 
a great eye at the plate, getting 
four of their five walks and 
five of their 12 hits in the sev-
enth inning – the home run, 
three singles, and a double.

“I think defensively we were 
more consistent. I also felt like 
the girls did a good job of con-
tinuing to push through and 
not give up,” Marchbanks said 
regarding the difference be-
tween this game and the 14–0 
loss.

“I think this week showed 
a lot of growth on our part to 
continually push even when 
we are behind late in games,” 
said Marchbanks.

The Huskies end the regu-
lar season going 17–8, and the 
12-ranked team in Oregon’s 
4A class division. Sweet Home 
placed third in the OWC, go-
ing 9–6 in league matchups. 
This qualifies them to play in 
the play-in tournament.

At press time, play-in 
matchups had not been an-
nounced, but Sweet Home is 
the third-highest third-place 
team and will most likely 
host a play-in game. The first 
round of the state tournament 
starts Tuesday, May 27. 

Photo by Keeghan Kittins
Addy Vannice slides safely into third under the glove of North 
Marion’s Ella Stoddard.
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$50,000
Cash

Payout BBQ
Contest

$50,000
Cash

Payout BBQ
Contest

Friday, May 30thFriday, May 30th

8:30 pm - Foreigner Tribute Band
7:00 pm - Clark Hill

5:30 pm & 6:00 pm 
Cooking Demonstrations

Saturday, May 31stSaturday, May 31st
2:00 pm, 3:00 pm, 4:00 pm, 5:00 pm 
Cooking Demonstrations
7:00 pm - Jackson Michelson
Community
Fireworks
9:00 pm - Hall & Bros 

Full schedule, tickets, and camping at
www.SweetEventsOregon.com/Cookoff

Friday is 21 years and older only!

Saturday is Family Day!

Live MusicLive Music

BrewsBrews

Great BBQGreat BBQ

Cooking ShowsCooking Shows
Find us at the

Old Mill Property
Find us at the

Old Mill Property


