By Cindi Hamar
For The New Era

Natalie Conn was crowned
the 2025 Sportsman’s Holi-
day Queen on a perfect sum-
mer evening Thursday, July
10, at Community Chapel’s
outdoor amphitheater.

Isabella Wagner was named
Miss Congeniality, selected
by her fellow princesses, Bai-
ley Chafin, Ashley Duncan,
Annabelle Morris, Delainie
Pratt and Selah Wright.

Emcee Don Knight pre-
sided over the program, be-
ginning with the entrance
of the flags and the National
Anthem, which was sung by
Ember Ogden and followed
by a proclamation by Mayor
Susan Coleman.

The princesses were intro-
duced and escorted by their
fathers and a grandfather.

Also  introduced were
the Junior Court members:
princes Soloman Golden,
Kai Kern, Kyler Orr, Marshall
Steinbrink and Axle Whit-
myer; and princesses Ka-
liaAnn Abraham, Taylor Bor-
den, Kenzlee Brown, Rowan
Dixon, June Helper, Peyton
Hooper, Alina McConnell,

Decision to
end fluoride
stirs protest

By Sarah Brown
Of The New Era

One city councilor and
a handful of residents
have expressed dismay
over a seemingly hasty
decision to overturn an
ordinance requiring flu-
oride in the city’s water
system during the July 8
City Council meeting.

Fluoride No More

Prior to the third and
final reading of an ordi-
nance bill repealing a mu-
nicipal code that requires
fluoridation of the city’s
drinking water, Council-
or Ken Bronson - who
was absent at the June 24
meeting - let the council
know he was not happy
with the move.

Bronson said he made
multiple attempts to at-
tend that last meeting
virtually but was unable
to get through. He would

See Fluoride, Page 13

",

Whitney McCutcheon, June
Sells and Stella Vaird.

The Junior Court per-
formed a skit, singing a song
with very animated gestures
about going on a bear hunt.

The performance got the
crowd laughing, and it ended
with the arrival of the A&W

Bear, “scaring” the entire
court, who ran off the stage
area.

The Sportsman’s Holiday
Court princesses each gave a
speech focusing on their cho-
sen charities - which each
princess selected to sell raf-
fle tickets for - and why the

Photo by Cindi Hamar
Newly crowned Sportsman’s Holiday Queen Natalie Conn pronounces the opening
of the festival at the close of the coronation ceremony. Thursday, July 15.

organization was near to her
heart.

Wright's chosen chari-
ty was 4-H, which includes
three clubs in Sweet Home
with 97 members. She has
been active for four years.

See Coronation, Page 7

SHEDG: This year will be final Jamboree

By Scott Swanson
Of The New Era

The Sweet Home Econom-
ic Development Group an-
nounced last week that 2025
will be the final year for its
Oregon Jamboree Music Fes-
tival.

The SHEDG Board of Di-
rectors released a statement
July 8, three weeks before the
2025 event, announcing their
decision to end the annual
festival after 34 years.

This year’s festival in Sweet
Home is scheduled for Aug.
1-3, featuring headliners Clay
Walker, Shane Smith and the
Saints, and Jordan Davis.

“While this is not an an-
nouncement the board want-
ed to have to make, as one of
the last remaining nonprofit
country music festivals in the
country, we are deeply proud
of the positive contributions
we have made to our com-
munity and the memories we
have helped create for festi-
val attendees over the years,’
said Heather Search, presi-
dent of the SHEDG Board of
Directors.

Current SHEDG board
members are: Search; Vice

President Rob Poirier, Tracey
Weidner, Sherri Gregory and
Dawn Waldrop.
Multiple Challenges

Poirier, who has been in-
volved with the Jamboree
since 1997 in a variety of
capacities, said that produc-
tion and talent costs for fes-
tivals such as Sweet Home’s
have risen, while ticket sales
have declined “as consumer
concert event interest has
shifted to large single-artist
stadium-style events over
multi-day music festivals.”

“At the end of the day, the
board determined that the
numbers simply didn't pencil
out and the costs of running
the event outpaced revenue
from ticket sales and spon-
sorships,” he said in an email
“Frankly, the Oregon Jambo-
ree has been able to go on for
the length it has because of
our dedicated fans, sponsors,
volunteers and staff.”

Home-Grown Production

The Oregon Jamboree has
always been distinctly home-
grown.

It was born out of a com-
munity effort generated by
a series of economic blows

in the late 1980s to Sweet
Home's timber industry - fire
danger, a strike, and then the
shutdown of millions of acres
of federal timberland due to
the listing of the northern
spotted owl under the fed-
eral Endangered Species Act.
Significant layoffs and mill
closures resulted.

Alex and Debbie Paul, for-
mer publishers of The New
Era, recounted the economic
turmoil in a 2017 newspaper
article.

Sweet Home, then a com-
munity of 6,000, lost 1,000
jobs, Alex Paul said. Some
30 years ago, every piece of
wood necessary to build a
house was produced in Sweet
Home. Today, it's down to ve-
neer and specialty products.

At one point, there were 30
empty storefronts on Main
Street, Debbie Paul said.

The community rallied in
various ways and then-may-
or Dave Holley worked with
the state economic devel-
opment agency to complete
an economic analysis for
Sweet Home. The grassroots

See Jamboree, Page 16
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EVENTS

Genealogical Society
Rummage and Craft Sale

The Sweet Home Genealog-
ical Society will hold its Sum-
mer Rummage & Craft Supply
Sale from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
Friday and Saturday, Aug. 1-2,
at 1223 Kalmia St.

Donations for the rummage
sale may be delivered on Tues-
days and Wednesdays from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. They will accept
clean items in good condi-
tion; no large furniture, TVs or
clothes.

Vendors can rent a space
to sell crafts/supplies from
$5 to $15. Stop by the build-
ing during open hours, or call
(541) 818-0578.

Funeral Pre-Planning Class

Sweet Home Funeral Chapel
will host a “Funeral Pre-Plan-
ning” informational class at
2 p.m. on Thursday, July 24,
at the Sweet Home Public Li-
brary, 1101 13th Ave.

Learn about the benefits
and steps of funeral pre-plan-
ning. Find guidance, get your
questions answered and help
ease future burdens.

Light refreshments provid-
ed. The class is free, but please
pre-register by calling 541-
367-2891, or email sweeth-
omefuneral@comcast.net.

Community Market
every Saturday
Sweet Home's Community

OBITUARIES

Market is held every Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. through
Sept. 27 in Library Square, at
the corner of Kalmia Street
and 12th Avenue.

Some two dozen vendors
sell a wide range of food and
other fun stuff. Space is avail-
able for a limited number of
vendors.

For more information or
to apply to be a vendor, visit
www.sweethomeor.gov/com-
munity/page/2025-commu-
nity-market-vendor-applica-
tions-open-now or contact Joy
Kistner at (541) 367-5007.

Local author
book reading
Local author Jim Corley and

his granddaughter, Madalyn
Coleman, will present a read-
ing of a book they co-authored
at 2 p.m. on Saturday, July 26,
at the Sweet Home Public Li-
brary, 1101 13th Ave.

The children’s book (ages
4-8), “The Water Speaks: A
Wilderness Adventure of
Friendship,” follows the story
of a grumpy wolverine and a
sensitive lynx, a pair who don't
like each other but learn valu-
able lessons from a wise owl.

Free dinners on Mondays

at Sunshine Industries
Sunshine Industries invites

the public to a free dinner ev-

ery Monday from 5:30-6:30

p-m. at 1333 Clark Mill Road.

Free health clinic Tuesdays

The East Linn Community
Clinic is held from 5:30 to 7:30
p-m. Tuesdays at 1600 Main St.
in Lebanon.

This medical clinic provides
primary and acute medical
care for under- or uninsured
individuals.

Patients may walk in or
schedule appointments.

For more information, call
(541) 758-3000 ext. 115.

Stand By Me Day
in Brownsville

The annual Stand By Me
Day in Brownsville will be held
Saturday, July 26, throughout
Brownsville.

More details to come.

David Poto
Feb.4, 1949 - July 2, 2025

David Eugene Poto, 76, of
Sweet Home, passed away
July 2, 2025.

He was
born  Feb.
4, 1949, to
Ruth Evelyn
(Church)
and Eugene
Wilson Poto
in Gary, Ind.

In 1971 he joined the Navy.
Dave served on the USS Prov-
idence as a radio operator
until 1975. He received a
combat action ribbon in Viet-
nam while serving on a guid-
ed-missile cruiser.

Dave lived in various areas
of California: San Diego, Sac-
ramento, Redding, San Ra-
mon and Tracy before mov-
ing to Sweet Home in 2005.

He was a Scientology
counselor in Chico, Calif., for
three years.

At the age of 14 he worked
in the food industry in San
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Diego. Dave managed Hill-
top restaurant in Redding for
four years. He owned Pan-
ther Industries from 1988 to
2022.

Dave was a car enthusiast
at the age of 10. He belonged
to three car clubs in Oregon.
He had a car detailing busi-
ness in Sweet Home. Amaz-
ingly, he owned 112 vehicles
his lifetime. He volunteered
at the Lebanon Sheriff’s sub-
station for 11 years.

He is survived by his wife,
Sandra K. Poto of Sweet
Home.

He was preceded in death
by his brothers, Jim (2005)
and Richard (1991); his moth-
er Ruth (1992); and father Eu-
gene (1982).

A celebration of life, with
military honors, will be at
2 p.m. Thursday, July 24, at
Sweet Home Funeral Chapel.

Sweet Home Funeral Chap-
el is handling the arrange-
ments.

¥

Funeral Pre-Planning
Information Class

Join us: Thursday, July 24
2:00 pm
Sweet Home Library - 1101 13th Ave.

Learn about the benefits and
steps of funeral pre-planning.

Light refreshments provided.
. Pre-register by calling:
W 2@ 541-367-2891 WG

Gina Radley
May 29, 1966 - July 3, 2025

Gina Marie Radley, 59, of
Sweet Home, passed away
July 3,2025.

She was
born May
29, 1966,
to Don-
na Louise
(Johnson)
and Charles
Lloyd Live-
say in Eugene.

Shortly after she was born,
the family moved to Sweet
Home, where she lived most
of her life.

Gina went to cooking
school to be a cook and she
also did catering. She was a
single mother who loved to
hang out with her grandson.
Gina loved to color, swim and
go rock hunting.

She is survived by her
daughter, Cynthia Kennedy
of Sweet Home; her son, Cory
Radley of Ontario; son-in-
law Robbie Kennedy of Sweet
Home; grandson Charrlie
Radley of Sweet Home; moth-
er Donna Livesay of Sweet
Home; sister Sheila Livesay
of Newberg; Sheila Cole of
Columbus, Ohio; brothers:
Chuckie Livesay of Colum-
bus, Ohio, Timothy Livesay
of Columbus, Ohio, Debra
Livesay of Sweet Home, one
grandchild. She was preceded
in death by her dad Charles
Livesay (2010), brother Paul
Livesay (1980), sister Patty
Livesay (2019).

Sweet Home Funeral Chap-
el is handling arrangements

Mary Smith

Nov. 24, 1933 - June 7, 2025
Mary Jean Smith, 91, of

Sweet Home, passed away

June 7, 2025.

She born on Nov. 24, 1933
to Marga- "
ret (Barney)
and Albert
S. Hamilton
in Nevada
City, Ca-
lif. She was
raised by
Margaret
and Hawley “Pop” Chatfield.

Mary is survived by her
husband and best friend,
Wesley T. Smith Sr; daugh-
ter Debra Roberts; sister
Elizabeth Hamilton; brother
Steve Hamilton; four grand-
children; seven great-grand-
children; two nieces; and a
nephew.

She was preceded in death
by her sister, Patricia Phillips;
and children Leslie Patricia
McCool and Wesley Thomas
Smith Jr.

A celebration of life re-
ception will be at 3 p.m. Fri-
day, July 18, in Sweet Home
Funeral Chapel’s Reception
Room, 1443 Long St.

Sweet Home Funeral Chap-
el is handling the arrange-
ments.

Marshall Warriner
Nov. 24, 1944 - March 2, 2025

Marshall g
Ted Warri-
ner passed
peacefully
at home in {§
Washington |
on March 2,
2025, with
his wife
Joanie by his side.

He was known to family
and friends as Ted.

Ted was born in Pocatello,
Idaho, on Nov. 24, 1944, and

CORRECTION

The story on the Santiam Girls Wrestling Camp in the
July 9 edition should have stated that campers came from
throughout the state of Oregon.

spent his formative years in
Oakridge.

He graduated from Sweet
Home High School in 1963.

Ted married the love of
his life, Joanie, in 1983. Ted’s
job, working in the waterbed
industry, brought him and
Joanie to Washington state.
In 1989 Ted and Joanie suc-
cessfully opened and operat-
ed their own furniture stores
until they retired in 2012.

Ted enjoyed traveling, mu-
sic, dancing and a shot of
Crown Royal with a fine ci-
gar. Ted was a husband, best
friend, loyal, honest, kind
and giving.

Anything Ted did in life
he did with a cheerful and
generous heart. He also had
great empathy for everyone.

He was preceded in death
by his parents, Ned and Geri
Warriner of Sweet Home;
sons Ted Frances Warriner
of Colorado and Daren Tra-
vis Warriner of Bend; twin
brother Michael Ned Warri-
ner of Springfield; and sister
Marcella Ann Anderson of
Sweet Home.

Paid Obituary

Death Notices
Anthony Jewell
May 10, 1971 - July 12, 2025

Anthony Brit Jewell, 54, of
Sweet Home, passed away
July 12, 2025.

Sweet Home  Funeral
Chapel is handling the ar-
rangements. For updated in-
formation, visit www.sweeth-
omefuneral.com.

Dale Larsen
Sept. 27, 1956 - July 13, 2025

Dale Roy Larsen, 68, of
Sweet Home, passed away
July 13, 2025.

Sweet Home  Funeral
Chapel is handling the ar-
rangements. For updated in-
formation, visit www.sweeth-
omefuneral.com.
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CRAFTING MEMORIES, ONE ADVENTURE AT A TIME

TEMPERATURES

DATE HIGH LOW PRECIP DAY WEATHER HIGH LOW
July 8 92 56 0.00 Thur Sunny 90 53
July 9 85 55 0.00 Fri Sunny 90 55
July 10 85 60 0.00 Sat Partly Cloudy 86 53
July 11 88 55 0.00 Sun Mostly Sunny 83 53
July 12 93 61 0.00 Mon Mostly Sunny 83 54
July 13 98 63 0.00 Tues Mostly Sunny 84 54
July 14 98 53 0.00 Wed Sunny 89 55

PRECIPITATION

Year to date: 19.24
July 17, 2024: 18.79

Foster Reservoir: 635.6
Green Peter Res.: 952.2
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The fire danger information
provided is current at the time
of publication. For the latest and
most accurate updates, please
visit: oregon.gov/odf

PUBLIC SAFETY

Information for the Public Safety report and Courts in The New
Era is sourced from local law enforcement and fire agencies. Inci-
dent details, which may not always be available from agencies in
time for publication in our weekly paper edition, is often updated
online as information becomes available. Addresses provided gen-
erally denote the location of the incident or arrest, occasionally in-
dicating the origin of the call. It is crucial to emphasize that our
reporting of an individual's arrest or citation for a crime does not
imply guilt. Determination of guilt can only be established through
legal proceedings in court. We commit significant effort to follow-
ing through as cases move through the judicial process.

Following is a list of abbreviations that may appear in our log
reports: LCSO (Linn County Sheriffs Office); SHPD (Sweet Home
Police Department); OSP (Oregon State Police); LCCC (Linn Coun-
ty Circuit Court); LCJC (Linn County Justice Court); SHMC (Sweet
Home Municipal Court); LMC (Lebanon Municipal Court); FTA
(failure to appear); FTC (failure to comply). A roman numeral listed
after a charge means that the charge is that numbered-degree: theft

I (first-degree theft).

July 13

12:44 a.m. - Caller report-
ed large group in Thriftway
parking lot, 621 Main St.,
yelling and squealing tires.
Officer responded, contacted
large group of juveniles, SWH
who departed.

8:09 a.m. - Overdose re-
ported in 4600 block Mahog-
any Lane. Officer responded,
victim transported to hospi-
tal by medics.

8:13 a.m. - Illegal camp lo-
cated along Calapooia River
in area of Upper Calapoo-
ia Dr./McClun Rd. Campers
were instructed on proper
way to leave area after use.

3:30 p.m. - Caller reported
that motorhome parked in
area of 10th Ave./Elm St. has
been there for weeks and ob-
structs stop sign. Officer re-
sponded, determined that RV
did not obstruct sign enough
to tow as hazard. Posted with

48-hour notice.

5:37 p.m. - OSP responded
to boating collision at Calkins
Boat Ramp, 44529 Quartz-
ville Rd. According to OSP,
Bayliner rear-ended docked
pontoon boat. Due to agi-
tated situation, OSP assisted
information exchange. Boat
operators’ identities not clear
in police report.

7:58 p.m. - Jack E. Counts,
36, arrested by LCSO on
SHMC warrant for FTA in
fraudulent use of credit card
case. Cited to appear Aug. 13.

9:59 p.m. - Brian Michael
Keegan, 64, arrested for DUII,
reckless driving, and cited for
unsignaled turn, 41st Ave./
Osage St. Cited and released.
Chrysler Cruiser impounded.

10:05 p.m. - Eric Encinas,
46, of Cottage Grove, cited on
unspecified AMC, LMC and
LCCC warrants, 50300 block
Quartzville Rd. Report taken.

CIRCUIT COURT

Warrants are out on the
following individuals: Tra-
vis Alexander Ayres, Chris-
topher Frances Ciullo, Kelsey
Nicole Ciullo, Hope Marie
Connors, Ashlee Dee Flana-
gan, Sean Doyle Gay, Nich-
olas Gregory Godell, Aaron
Thomas Halvorson, Noe Her-
nandez-Reyes, Marcus Wes-
ley Hesson, Michael Trevor
Hilton, Faron Walter Kenne-
dy, Tyler Bruce Lanz, Charles
James Marvel, Thomas Ju-
nior McCarthey, Bryce Wil-
liam McGowan, Eric Wayne

McKnight, Carrie Lynne Mill-
er, Thomas Elbridge Miller,
James Keith Mortensen, Nich-
olas Alan Nelson, Daniel Aus-
tin Phillips, Tammy Lavonn
Robinson, James Ryan Rou-
ton, Kristina Marie Sleutel,
Joshua Alexander Williams
Steven Lee Ballweber, 36,
charged July 11 with robbery
ITI, harassment and theft III.

John Paul Smith, 52,
charged July 7 with criminal
mistreatment I and assault
V.

July 12

12:34 a.m. - Dustin Clar-
neau, 50, of Lebanon, ar-
rested for criminal trespass
II, 27300 block Peoria Rd,
Halsey.

7:50 a.m. - Two anglers cit-
ed by OSP for fishing without
a license at Foster Reservoir.
Cassidy Leigh Sullivan, 33, of
Sweet Home, cited for no res-
ident angling license. Justin
Denherder, 39, city of resi-
dence not listed, also cited for
angling violation, and cited
for four warrants out of Ben-
ton County Circuit Court,
LCCC, LMC and AMC.

9:09 a.m. - Nathan David
Lewis, 33, of Sweet Home, cit-
ed for failure to file report of
change of residence for sex
offender registration and for
failure to carry proof of in-
surance, Fern Ridge/Liberty
roads.

10:27 a.m. - Travis Samson,
33, of Sweet Home, cited for
driving uninsured, 600 block
Main St.

11:02 a.m. - Hunter Ring-
heimer, 31, of Sweet Home,
cited for driving while sus-
pended, driving uninsured,
and on unspecified warrant.
Shauna Ray Harden, 31, ar-
rested by LCSO on SHMC

warrant for FTC in eluding
police case, FTA in theft case.
Cited to appear July 23. 2000
block Main St. Report taken.

12:59 pm. - Marine dep-
uties issued three citations
and conducted one water
rescue on Foster Lake.

1:58 p.m. - Caller reported
traffic signals out at intersec-
tion of Holley Rd./Main St.
Outage caused by pole fire
in McQueen Drive area, to
which Sweet Home fire per-
sonnel responded.

3:53 p.m. - Crash reported
in 1300 block Main St. be-
tween pedestrian, identified
as Katherine Walker, and a
2009 Lexus G47, operated by
Sherri Gregory, according to
SHPD. According to SHPD,
Walker hit front of Gregory’s
vehicle as she was pulling out
and then left location. Walker
was later located with minor
scrapes to her knee, but re-
fused medical attention.

3:58 p.m. - Marine depu-
ties and OSP trooper rescued
couple stranded on Middle
Santiam after their kayak
was washed away in rapids,
43700 block North River Dr.

4:25 p.m. - Caller reported
that male borrowed vehicle
and was supposed to return

ECONDMY
ED-
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it several days previously, but
was no longer responding
to caller. 43500 block Wiley
Creek Dr. Vehicle entered as
stolen.

4:52 p.m. - Caller reported
crash in 1500 block Main St.
Damages over $2,500. Inves-
tigation continuing. Further
details unavailable.

8:21 p.m. - Caller reported
someone burning weeds in
2300 block Cedar St. Officer
responded, contacted re-
sponsible parties, who were
warned but “uncooperative.”

10:10 p.m. - Ryan Nugent
arrested for DUII, reckless
driving following traffic stop
in 28000 block Ridgeway Rd.
Cited and released.

11:45 p.m. - Rudy Inga Soto
arrested for driving while
suspended, driving unin-
sured and driving without
headlights, 1900 block Main
St. Vehicle impounded.

July 11

3:42 a.m. - Calvin Alvin
Ames, 59, arrested on LMC
warrant, 46th Ave./Main St.
Cited and released.

5:03 a.m. - Richard Glenn
Leslie, 59, of Springfield,
cited for speeding, 54/35,

See Public Safety, Page 11
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FRONM OUR FILES

Alicia Gregory, 21 months old, gets ready for the
Sportsman’s Holiday Junior Parade in 1975.

July 20.1950

The city’s first flag pole was
erected on the side of the
local police station. But first,
the antennae for the new
police-fire two-way radio
system was installed on the
pole’s top. The radio control
unit was installed in the
police station.

Thieves ransacked three
businesses houses on
Friday. Stolen from Mac’s
Automotive Service were a
generator and starter tester.
Stolen from the bus depot
was $35 in silver. Stolen
from Lee’s Pastime was a
gold wristwatch valued at
$57.50.

July 17,1975

A Linn County Circuit
Court judge ruled that a
state law allowing the state
Health Division to force
annexations when a health
hazard is declared to exist
is constitutional. Unless
his decision is successfully
appealed, the Foster-
Midway area must annex
to the City of Sweet Home,
a situation that neither the
majority of residents in that
area nor the Sweet Home
City Council seem to want.
Charlotte Alford was
crowned Miss Teenage

Oregon at the pageant held
in Portland. She competed
against 26 other girls. The
judges said she got top
ratings in all categories.

Lots of children - and adults
- have been cooling off on
hot afternoons at the Sankey
Park wading pool. The water
is turned on from 1-4 p.m.
on warm days. Activities
available at city parks
include badminton, croquet,
ping pong, softball, kickball,
prison ball, frisbee, scoop
catch, tennis, horseshoes,
touch football and arts and
crafts.

July 19,2000

The Army Corps of Engineers
said its decision to end the
Foster Mud Flat Races was
required by the Clean Water
Act and the Endangered
Species Act. They also
said that restrictions on
motorized boating were
possible.

City Council adopted a 60%
increase in various building
permit fees (structural
and mechanical). The city
started its building program
in 1995, using building
codes reflective of the 1979
Uniform Building Code Fee
Schedule.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Fluoride decision ‘deeply
troubling, ‘alarming’
Editor:

The recent decision by the
City Council to repeal the
fluoride ordinance is deeply
troubling — not only because
of the outcome, but also be-
cause of the process.

This change affects the
health of all 10,000 residents
of our community.

Yet the first public notice of
the repeal appeared only in
the July 2 edition of the local
newspaper, with no mean-
ingful effort made to solicit
public input or encourage
open dialogue.

For a policy with such
far-reaching public health
implications, the lack of
transparency is alarming.

The mayor noted that the
city received multiple re-
quests to remove fluoride —
a classic example of a vocal
minority influencing policy
while the silent majority, gen-
erally satisfied with the sta-
tus quo, remained unheard
due to lack of outreach.

While a public comment
period technically existed,
no real effort was made to
inform or invite participation
from the broader community.

One councilor cited con-
sultation with a dentist, from
outside Sweet Home, who
supported fluoride removal.
Yet public health policy can-
not hinge on isolated anec-
dotes.

Sound decisions must be
grounded in peer-reviewed

evidence and expert consen-
sus, not selective conversa-
tions from an individual nay-
sayer.

No legitimate forum for
debate was provided. Testi-
mony was limited to three
minutes per speaker, reduc-
ing complex scientific issues
to sound bites. This is espe-
cially concerning given the
flood of misinformation and
fear-based claims circulating
about fluoride.

A thoughtful, city-level dis-
cussion should have preced-
ed any vote.

Some council members
spoke of representing their
constituents, yet failed to
seek input from the wider
community or put the issue
to a public vote. A policy orig-
inally approved by the people
was quietly overturned by
seven council members, with
no scientific justification pro-
vided.

Not a single peer-reviewed
study has been cited to sup-
port this repeal.

In a particularly question-
able move, the council con-
ducted two of three readings
of the ordinance in a single
night. While this may have
been legally permissible, it
gave the appearance of a
rushed and poorly handled
process.

Compounding the concern,
one councilor was unable to
remotely participate in that
meeting due to technical
problems at City Hall — rais-
ing further questions about

fairness and transparency.

Equally concerning is the
fact that the City Health
Committee was neither con-
sulted nor informed, and lo-
cal or state public health ex-
perts were not brought into
the conversation. The omis-
sion is glaring.

Suggestions that residents
can simply “take supple-
ments” or “just brush their
teeth” fail to recognize that
fluoride supplements are ex-
pensive and impractical, and
that brushing does not repli-
cate the topical as well as sys-
temic benefits of fluoridated
water — particularly for chil-
dren, the elderly, and those
without regular dental care.

Concerns raised about a
federal court case in Califor-
nia are misleading. The case
hinges on misinterpretations
of the National Toxicology
Program report. This report
examined studies from for-
eign countries such as China
and India with much higher
fluoride levels due to envi-
ronmental pollution, not wa-
ter fluoridation.

The federal judge explicitly
noted in his ruling that the
NTP report was not designed
to evaluate a potential risk
of harm from drinking water
containing fluoride at the op-
timal U.S. level of 0.7 mg/L.

As with all substances, dos-
age makes the difference be-
tween benefit and harm.

Vitamin A and D are essen-

See Letters, Page 5
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LETTERS
From page 4

tial to life, but can be toxic in
excess.

There is also a significant
question of legal account-
ability. If the fluoridation sys-
tem has been non-functional
since 2019, the city may be
in violation of its own ordi-
nance.

Moreover, funds have re-
portedly been appropriated
in the municipal budget for
the repair and operation of
the system, yet those funds
appear to have gone unused.
This raises serious concerns
about potential negligence,
mismanagement of public
resources, and exposure to
liability.

Public health experts over-
whelmingly support com-
munity water fluoridation at
0.7 ppm as safe and effective.
This isn't fringe science — it’s
backed by virtually every ma-
jor public health institution
in the world.

The current U.S. Surgeon
General, Dr. Vivek H. Murthy,
has stated: “Community wa-
ter fluoridation is one of the
most practical, costeffective,
equitable, and safe measures
communities can take to
prevent tooth decay and im-
prove oral health.”

Just across the river, the
city of Camas, Wash., voted
on July 7 to maintain its flu-
oridation Program — recog-
nizing its public health value.
Notably, Camas has a pover-
ty rate of 5.1%, compared to

17.4% in Sweet Home. The
need here is greater, not less.

This repeal was not based
on evidence, not rooted in
science, and not conducted
with adequate transparency.
Sweet Home deserves better.

Let's prioritize public
health over politics, science
over anecdotes, and trans-
parency over expedience.

I urge the city to hold a
public forum or town hall —
inviting residents, healthcare
professionals, and public
health experts — to openly
discuss the facts, concerns,
and values surrounding wa-
ter fluoridation. If the coun-
cil truly seeks to represent
the will and well-being of the
community, then transpar-
ency and inclusive dialogue
must come first.

Dr. Ivan H. Wolthuis, DMD
MAGD
Sweet Home

Fluoride decision
process flawed
Editor:

Placing fluoride into a com-
munity water system is a very
controversial subject.

This is a topic that should
be thoroughly discussed by
the impacted citizens, re-
gardless of one’s beliefs about
the topic. The recent decision
by the City Council to repeal
the fluoride ordinance put
in place over 60 years ago by
the citizens of Sweet Home is
deeply concerning.

This change affects the
health of all 10,000 city res-
idents in our community.

BUSINESS

The first public notice of the
repeal appeared on the City
Council Agenda of June 24,
2025. Following this Coun-
cil Meeting, the New Era in-
cluded an article about this
subject in their July 2 edition
of their newspaper. To my
knowledge, no meaningful
effort was made to solicit
public input or encourage
open dialogue.

For a policy with such
far-reaching health impli-
cations, I believe the pros
and cons should have been
discussed and the research
shared with our community.

While a public comment
period technically existed,
very few members of the
public even knew removal
of the fluoride from Sweet
Home'’s water system was a
topic being considered.

Normally, a change of a city
ordinance has a minimum
of two public hearings, one
when the change is placed on
an agenda and the second at
the council’s following meet-
ing. This did not happen.
Both the first and second
readings were conducted at
the June 24, 2025 meeting.

The second reading was
by Title only. No public com-
ments were heard. The third
reading and the vote on this
topic was conducted at the
next council meeting on July
8, 2025. The public was giv-
en a chance to speak at this
meeting. Those wishing to
speak were given three min-
utes to talk. No discussion
was permitted.

One person spoke in favor
of removing the fluoride and
three spoke in favor of keep-
ing the fluoride.

This fluoride issue was vot-
ed in by the citizens of Sweet
Home in 1964 and discussed
again in public forums in
2014. No legitimate forum for
debate this time.

This is especially concern-
ing given the flood of mis-
information and fear-based
claims circulating about
fluoride. In my opinion, a
thoughtful, city forum for
discussion should have pre-
ceded any vote.

A few council members
spoke of representing their
constituents, yet failed to
seek input from the wider
community or put the issue
to a public vote. A policy orig-
inally approved by the people
was quietly overturned by
five council members voting
for removal and two voting
against.

Again, I heard no scientific
justification provided nor a
single study cited to support
this repeal.

Equally concerning is the
fact that the City Health
Committee was neither con-
sulted nor informed. A joint
meeting between the Health
Committee and the council-
ors was scheduled to be held
an hour before the June 24 th
meeting but it was canceled.

The Health Committee had
its regular meeting the next
day, June 25. Not a single
mention of the fluoride re-
moval was made by city staff

DIRECTORY

LOVE WHERE YOU LIVE, SHOP WHERE YOU LIVE.

or any councilor.

To my knowledge, not a
single local, county, nor state
health expert was brought
into the conversation. Re-
gardless of where you stand
on this issue, shouldn’t there
have been an opportunity for
open, unbiased discussion
taken place before a final de-
cision was made?

I did appreciate that Coun-
cilor Sanchez suggested at
the July 8 meeting that staff
investigate the possibility of
the city providing some form
of fluoride supplement alter-
natives, particularly for chil-
dren, the elderly, and those
without regular dental care.
However, no direction was
given to the staff to look into
this idea.

I am not advocating for
fluorinating the city’s water
system. I am advocating for
the public to have an open,
non-biased discussion that
shows both sides of this issue
and then letting the public
vote on this issue. I suggest
that our Sweet Home citizens
speak with their own dentist
or healthcare provider about
this topic.

Get the real facts about flu-
orinated water and make up
your own mind. If you want a
voice in this issue, please no-
tify our city councilors.

Decisions can be reversed if
that is the will of the people!
Larry Horton
Concerned Citizen
Sweet Home
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New CEO Cahill explains ‘significant challenge’ facing Samaritan Health

&

By Scott Swanson
Of The New Era

Seventeen years into his
career as an administrator
with Samaritan Health, Mar-
ty Cahill has gotten to know
the nonprofit health provider
pretty well.

But this year, as he has tak-
enover as CEO of the five-hos-
pital chain, which serves an
area stretching from Lincoln
City to Lebanon and Corval-
lis, a lot has changed.

Cahill, who is in his “mid-
50s”, came to Samaritan after,
he said, getting interested in
the world of health services
while working in sales for
Pfizer.

“You walk around, talking
to clinicians about pharma-
ceuticals, the benefits of your
medication over the benefits
of your competitors’ medica-

Photo courtesy of Samaritan
Health Services
Samaritan CEO Marty Cahill

tion - I realized after a num-
ber of years that that was not
going to be my career,” Cahill
said.

CHURCH

DIRECTORY

For where two or three are gathered together
in My name, [ am there in the midst of them.

-Matthew 18:20

“I was interested, intrigued
by hospitals. I was intrigued
by the hospital administra-
tion component of it.”

Cahill had grown up in
Massachusetts and found Or-
egon, he said, after meeting
some people from Eugene
while working a summer job
at the beach when he was in
college.

“I came out for the sum-
mer and never left,” he said.
“I transferred my credits from
New England to the Universi-
ty of Oregon and never left.

“Mt. Hood, Mt. Bachelor,
Sunriver, the Oregon coast -
everything's like within four
hours of, you know, Eugene
and Portland. If you look at
the summers with no humid-
ity, no bugs, it's way different
than New England.”

Having graduated from

= CORNERSTONE
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the U of O in 2001 with a
bachelor’s in sociology, Ca-
hill worked for Pfizer for 5%
years, then moved to Samar-
itan as director of physician
relations for a year and a half.

“I met with all of our clini-
cians, kind of like an ombuds-
man,” he said. “I talked to all
the community docs, you
know, any issues or concerns
they had. I tried to address
them, from Samaritan's per-
spective, tried to make sure
they had all the information.”

Meanwhile, he was working
on an MBA in organizational
behavior from Marylhurst
University, which he complet-
ed in 2008.

While doing his graduate
work, Cahill lined up an in-
terview with then-Samari-
tan President and CEO Larry
Mullins, who was midway
through his 25-year career
with the organization.

“I just talked to him about
hospital operations, hospital
administration, and we talk-
ed for seven or eight months,
and he hired me and the rest
is history.”

In 2008 Cahill was named
CEO of Samaritan North
Lincoln Hospital, where he
stayed until 2015, when he
took over as CEO of Samar-
itan Lebanon Community

Hospital.

He was at SLCH until No-
vember of 2023, when he be-
came senior vice president
and chief operating officer of
Samaritan under Doug Boy-
sen, who had succeeded Mul-
lins.

The day after Christmas
2024, Boysen announced he
was planning to step down
from the role in 2025 and
Cahill was named to replace
him, which took place May
19.

Community Concerns

He took the helm literally
as turbulence began rippling
through Samaritan’s ranks
and surrounding commu-
nities, including east Linn
County, sparked by talk of
impending closures of some
services in some Samaritan
hospitals, including Lebanon.

Cahill issued a statement a
few days after the talk began
circulating, confirming that
Samaritan administrators
had indeed identified some
possible cuts to general sur-
gery, orthopedics, women’s
and children’s services and
urology.

Samaritan nurses and oth-
ers held a rally on May 27
outside Samaritan’s corporate

See Samaritan, Page 15
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Santiam Wrestling Camp celebrates 25th year |n Sweet Home

By Keeghan Gittins
For The New Era

When some 250 boys con-
verged on Sweet Home High
School last week for the
Santiam Wrestling Camp, it
marked the 25th year for the
event.

Wrestlers from around the
state attended the three-day
camp, which started in 2000
as the training camp for the
Junior Nationals tournament
in Fargo, N.D. That year it
drew about 100 athletes. Now
it is the biggest in Oregon.

“Fargo,” whose real moni-
ker is the USA Wrestling Ju-
nior and 16U National Cham-
pionships, held July 10-19 this
year at the Fargodome in Far-
go, N.D., is one of the largest
youth wrestling tournaments
in the country, drawing more
than 8,000 competitors in
2024.

One Sweet Home wres-
tler aiming to place is Jesse
Landtroop, who won his sec-
ond straight state title as a
sophomore this year.

“T think it's very good to go
to camp because I'm training
when other people aren't,
Landtroop said. “I like that it
is hosted in Sweet Home.”

The camp is co-directed by
Steve Thorpe and Tomas Rosa
of Sweet Home, and Mike Si-

Photos by Keeghan Gittins

Coaches David Rubio, right, and Andres Nicacio, both of Corban University, demonstrate a move for campers at the Santiam
Wrestling Camp. At right, Cody Sieminski of Sweet Home prepares to take an opponent to the mat during a drill.

mons, coach of Thurston
High School, a perennial state
contender at the 5A level.
This year’s camp featured
multiple former camp par-
ticipants who have gone on
to wrestle in college or win
national titles, including
Roseburg alum Nash Sin-
gleton, a PAC-12 champion
from Oregon State; former
McKay wrestler David Rubio
who won a national title for
Corban University; Roseburg
alum Hunter Sparks, a na-
tional champion at Eastern
Oregon University; and for-
mer Sweet Home wrestler

Kobe Olson, who also wres-
tled for EOU last year.

Also leading camp sessions
were Linfield Head Coach
Frank Johnson, Corban Head
Coach Kurtis Clem, and high
school coaches Dan Herb
(Banks), Ken Thompson (Irri-
gon), Shane Sheppard (Sweet
Home) and Luke Larwin
(Bend).

“This camp has something
to offer to every kid that at-
tends it,” Herb said. “It has
kids who are first-year wres-
tlers training with kids who
are multiple state champs.”

Larwin said he likes the

CORONATION

From page 1

"4-H makes the leaders of
tomorrow," Wright said.

Wagner's was Camp Atti-
tude, founded in 1998, which
provides special-needs chil-
dren and their families with
weeklong camp experiences.

"I have seen the lasting im-
pact that camp makes for the
families with Jesus Christ,"
Wagner said.

Pratt's was the Kids Food
Pack program, which was
founded 15 years ago and
served 120 children this year.

"I remember what it was
like to get a food pack; I was

one of those kids," she said.

Morris' was Heartland
Humane Society, which has
fostered homeless pets since
1966 with 95% success rates.

"Heartland made a home
for pets and people who love
them," she said.

Duncan's  was Sweet
Home Emergency Minis-
tries, founded in 1980, which
provides food packs, Man-
na Meals dinners, Back to
School backpacks, Christmas
boxes and compassionate
services to Sweet Home res-
idents.

"They are caring and have
even served 967 pets with
food," Duncan noted.

Conn's was Meals on

Photo by Cindi Hamar
As her fellow court members applaud, Natalie Conn is crowned Sportsman's Holiday Queen
by last year's Queen Peyton Markell.

Wheels, whose 40 volunteers
serve 400 local people.

"It is the gratitude of the
people that make it worth it,”
she said. “They are not only
delivering food, but a sense
of care."

Chafin's was Special Olym-
pics Unified teams, "Where
everyone gets the opportu-
nity to be on and part of a
team."

Princesses earned the fol-
lowing contributions for each
of their chosen charities:
Heartland Humane - $603;
4-H - $622; Special Olympics
Unified Teams - $858; SHEM
- $925; Kids Food Packs -
$956; and Meals on Wheels
-$2,404.

price: There’s not another
camp around where you can
go for four days, get this kind
of training, and get fed at
such a low price,” he said.

Local coaches emphasized
that the camp is a group ef-
fort.

“The high school opens its
facilities, and the adminis-
tration, maintenance staff,
cafeteria workers, and trans-
portation department all play
key roles in making the event
run smoothly,” Thorpe said.

Said Rosa: “I don't think
there are many schools that
would allow a camp like this

to happen on their campus.
“Once again, our school and
community opened up their
arms to not just benefit the
Sweet Home wrestling pro-
gram but create opportuni-
ties for kids all over Oregon.”

The camp puts heavy fo-
cus on drills, techniques, and
strategies that athletes can
take back to their home pro-
grams.

“There are not a bunch of
egos that get in the way of
building Oregon wrestling,”
Simons said. “It’s truly one
of the purest things in our
sport.”

FREE SHOWING

ONE NIGHT ONLY
WEDNESDAY, JULY 23RD 6PM

SWEET HOME, OREGON

439 MAIN ST, SWEET HOME
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Logger Olympics and Cut the Gut

Photo by Keeghan Gittins
Wiley Farris works on setting a choker during the Logger Olympics Saturday. See more
photos of the action at sweethomenews.com.

Photo by Keeghan Gittins
Kaden Dodd of Melcher Logging competes in the relay
during the Logger Olympics.

Photos by Mack Knebel
It's all about classics Friday night during the Cut the Gut cruise, above. At right, Travis Luttmer stamps a cruiser's passport at a checkpoint at The Point Friday
during the event. See more Cut the Gut photos at sweethomenews.com.
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Sportsman's Holiday Parade

The City of Sweet Home presents

iN THE PARK

FREE MOVIE & SNACKS!

THE GOONIES

more details at www.sweethomeor.gov

Sportsman's Holiday Court members, left, wave from their float on
Main Street during the Sportsman's Holiday Parade Saturday morning.
Above, a young spectator is engrossed in the action on Long Street.
Below left, Sweet Home Senior Center members Jean Holcomb and
Shirley Schumacher carry their banner while, below, the Sweet Home
Rodeo's float is well-represented with equine presence on Long
Street. See many more photos at sweethomenews.com.

Photos by Miriam Swanson and Carissa Larson

The /72:777 Performer 0f The Week

| & ot This week’s ICEBOX Performer of
: the Week goes to Dave Dehart!
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Thank you, Dave—never stop
bringing a smile to everyone’s face
every day!
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Chips ‘n’ Splinters strikes chords with local audience members

By Satina Tolman
For The New Era

The annual Chips ‘n’ Splin-
ters variety show lit up the
Sweet Home High School audi-
torium Wednesday night with
music, laughter and heartfelt
community spirit.

The performance, directed
by SHOCASE board member
Shirley Austin, is organized by
the nonprofit SHOCASE and
features a rotating cast of local
talent.

Last year’s show paired Da-
vid Dominy with Ward Christ-
man, but with Christman un-
available this year, Dominy was
joined by longtime friend Kyle
Fischer, a Jefferson resident
and worship leader at Eastside
Christian Church in Albany.

Their natural chemistry
brought charm and energy to
the stage.

Fischer, who grew up around
theater and began acting at
age 7, said it was “a lot of fun to
get back in the spotlight.”

Dominy said this year’s show
was “a blast.”

“We had so much fun!”

Performing alongside Fisch-
er made the experience espe-
cially meaningful, he added,
because of their personal con-
nection and shared history.

The evening opened with
playful banter about Christ-
man's absence, joking that he
may have been abducted by
Bigfoot — until Bigfoot himself
wandered onstage, chasing the
two men off and drawing gasps
and giggles from children in
the crowd.

Throughout the show, Domi-
ny showcased his vocal and pi-
ano talents with stirring ren-
ditions of “Pure Imagination,”
“What a Wonderful World,”
and “You Raise Me Up.”

Fischer brought out his gui-
tar for a crowd-pleasing per-

Double
BACOH
CRUNCH "~

Burger

Prices and participatic

formance of “Country Roads,”
and the pair teamed up for a
moving medley of “All Crea-
tures of Our God and King”
and “Gratitude.”

The production featured a
blend of comedy, music, and
community highlights. The 14
members of the Sportsman’s
Holiday Junior Court were in-
troduced, and then they de-
lighted the audience with “Go-
ing on a Bear Hunt,” capped off
by an appearance from “Rooty,”
the A&W Bear.

The Sportsman’s Holiday
Princesses also took the stage
to introduce themselves and
share the names of the seven
charities they're supporting
this year. (See more details on
pages1and7.)

This year’s theme, “Camp
Santiam,” inspired a Saturday
Night Live-style skit featuring
a campfire scene.

Jen Casteneda, Melody Jor-
dan, Blake Keesecker, Joel
Keesecker, Milt Moran and
Lagea Mull played campers,
while Matthew Stalheim, who
stepped into his role just min-
utes before curtain, portrayed
a quirky camp counselor.

Young camper Karly Kets-
dever added charm as she pe-
riodically wandered the stage

f@«“@

v """ Thm We
---..,ll Put a Rodeo
On a Bun.

ay vary. Limited time only. Tax extra, 2017

s, Inc

1010 MAIN STREET - 541-367-489

Photos by Satina Tolman
Sportsman's Holiday Junior Court members, with Rooty, the
A&W Bear, perform a song about hunting a bear.

with binoculars, seemingly
searching for Bigfoot.

Jaeric Cvitanich, a Sweet
Home native discovered by
Austin during the “Tap and Tal-
ent Search” at Tallman Brewing
in Lebanon, brought down the
house with his performance
of “On the Other Line” and his
original song, “Home Sweet
Home."

The heartfelt lyrics of Cvi-
tanich’s debut resonated deep-
ly with local audience mem-
bers:

“There’s a welcome sign go-
ing 55 on the west side of town,

There's a road service sta-
tion with a hand-painted mu-
ral that's starting to fade out...

We have bull elk screaming
at the top of the Cascades,

We have kokanee and steel-
head swimming in our rivers
and lakes...

It doesn't sound like much,
but that’s what my home Sweet
Home is all about...”

Cvitanich, who began writ-
ingmusicduring the COVID-19
pandemic, performed his orig-
inal songs onstage for the first
time.

Melody Jordan, who has per-
formed at the Rainbow Room
in Hollywood, lit up the audi-
torium with an energetic ren-

David Dominy, left, and Kyle Fischer perform during Chips 'n’
Splinters. See more photos at sweethomenews.com.

dition of “Soak Up the Sun.”
Sporting sparkly thigh-high
boots and aviator sunglasses,
she delivered full Sheryl Crow
vibes.

Amanda Wilde and Tori
Clark brought retro flair with
sky-high foam wigs and poodle
skirts in a lively version of “Be
My Baby,” drawing nostalgic
cheers from the crowd.

Stalheim, a Sweet Home
native who recently returned
after serving in the U.S. Army,
delivered a hauntingly accu-
rate rendition of Johnny Cash’s
“Ring of Fire,” followed by a hu-
morous take on “Foolish Ques-
tions.”

“If you closed your eyes, you
would've sworn Johnny Cash
himself was on stage,” one au-
dience member whispered.

Speaking about discovering
his voice, Stalheim said: “My
grandpa was from Arkansas,
and we were both raging John-
ny Cash fans. I grew up singing
along to his music so much
that I guess somewhere along
the line we just synced up. I've
been singing since I was a wee
lad, but I've never done any
show before. This was my first
performance ever.”

Wilde returned to the stage

FREE POOL ALL DAY EVERY DAY!

CHEWY'’S_,
%  PUBSGRUB

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 11A.M. -

:30A.M.

1200 12TH AVE, SWEET HOME - 541-367-5119

FREE Medium Fries and Medium Soft Drink

with purchase of a premium sandwich valued at $3 or more

.'.-- Sy

Valid only at McDonald’s in Sweet Home, Lebanon,
Salem, Keizer, and Stayton locations. Prices may
vary. Not valid with any other offers, discounts or

coupons. Cash value 1/20 or 1 cent. Limit one
coupon per person per visit. Coupons my not be
transferred, auctioned, sold, or duplicated in any
way or transmitted via electronic media. Valid when
products served. May not be valid for custom orders.
Coupons must be presented at time of purchase.
Void where prohibited @ 2023 McDonalds

Expires 12/31/2025

in a more contemporary outfit
to beautifully perform “Have
You Ever Seen the Rain,” pay-
ing homage to the wet weath-
er that gives the Northwest its
lush beauty.

Clark closed out the camp
theme with a comedic rendi-
tion of “Hello Muddah, Hello
Fadduh,” drawing big laughs.

In a town with deep Chris-
tian roots, the “All Creatures/
Gratitude” medley performed
by Dominy and Fischer struck
a particularly heartfelt chord.

The show’s grand finale
brought the entire cast togeth-
er in front of a giant waving
American flag projected across
the backdrop as the audience
rose to their feet in patriotic
reverence for “God Bless the
USAY

Before the final song, Domi-
ny honored his father, a Ma-
rine Corps veteran with a per-
sonal tribute.

“My dad is the ultimate pa-
triot,” he said. “He bleeds red,
white and blue.”

Director Austin was beam-
ing after the show: “I think it
went very well, and I am very
pleased!” she said. Of the lo-
cal talent featured, she added,
“They are all awesome!”

BITES AROUND THE BLOCK:
DISCOVER LOCAL YUM!

WE INVITE YOU T0 EMBARK
ON A CULINARY ADVENTURE.

REDISCOVER YOUR TOWN
ONE PLATE AT A TIME.

DINE WITH PRIDE, KNOWING =
THAT WITH EVERY BITE, ==
YOU'RE CELEBRATING OUR'
LOCAL HERITAGE, TRADITIONS,
AND GGMMUNITY SPIRIT.
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PUBLIC SAFETY
From page 3

100 block W. Bishop Way,
Brownsville.

9:21 a.m. - Regina Marie
Frier, 55, arrested by Corval-
lis police on SHMC warrant
for FTA in placing offensive
substance in water case. Cit-
ed to appear July 23.

10:46 a.m. - Kristin Men-
gore, 53, of Cascadia, cited
for driving while suspended,
driving uninsured and fail-
ure to register vehicle, 27000
block High Deck Rd.

10:58 a.m. - Waylan Bias,
39, of Sweet Home, cited for
driving while suspended,
driving uninsured, 27000
block High Deck Rd.

1:31 p.m. - Crash report-
ed near Milepost 39 on Hwy.
20, east of Sweet Home. Ac-
cording to OSP, westbound
Ford F250 pickup driven by
Richard Frances McKay, 41,
crossed into oncoming lane
due to driver fatigue and
collided head-on with east-
bound United Parcel Service
truck driven by Jamil Karim
Braithwaite, 49. Braithwaite
was transported by medics
to Samaritan Lebanon Com-

munity Hospital. McKay was
transported by his wife for
suspected minor injuries and
was cited for careless driving.
Both vehicles were towed.

4:05 p.m. - Caller reported
pickup that drives recklessly
in area of 25700 block Old
Holley Rd. Requested extra
patrol.

4:.08 p.m. - Crash report-
ed near Milepost 19 on Hwy.
20. According to OSP, a Ford
Maverick driven by Dayla
Elizabeth Rowles, 50, of Leb-
anon, was turning left off Wa-
terloo Dr. onto Hwy. 20 when
it struck a Lincoln Naviga-
tor driven by Lindsey Marie
Waltman, 43, of Sweet Home,
which was eastbound in the
A lane. No injuries reported.
Both vehicles towed. Rowles
cited for several unspecified
traffic violations.

4:33 p.m. - Deputy located
illegal camp on Army Corps
of Engineers property, 48700
block Quartzville Rd. Arman-
do Pimentel, 23, of Sacra-
mento, Calif, cited for viola-
tion of fire restrictions.

4:53 p.m. - Caller reported
male throwing rocks at ve-
hicles in 3200 block Main St.
Officer responded, contacted

male who was upset that a
car had almost hit him in the
crosswalk and was throwing
rocks. Male was counseled on
his actions.

5:00 p.m. - Deputy locat-
ed illegal camp Army Corps
of Engineers property, near
Milepost 6, 46600 block
Quartzville Rd. Camp unoc-
cupied at time.

6:41 p.m. - Officer came
upon crash in 4100 block
Main St. According to SHPD,
Andrii Storozhuk 1955 Chevy
two-door driven by Melody
Hutchinson

8:53 p.m. - Deputies con-
tacted individuals camping
on Army Corps of Engi-
neers property, 46000 block
Quartzville Rd. They were
informed their camp was ille-
gal. They agreed to leave.

9:03 p.m. - Deputies con-
tacted individuals camping
on Army Corps of Engineers
property, 46700 block Quarz-
ville Rd. They were informed
their camp was illegal; they
left.

9:10 p.m. - Jordan Nixon,
25, of Sweet Home, cited for
no valid operator’s license,
careless driving and failure to
carry proof of insurance, 700

block Long St.

10:00 p.m, - Deputies con-
tacted individuals camping
on Army Corps of Engi-
neers property, 49900 block
Quartzville Rd. They were in-
formed their camp was illegal
and told to move. They did.

11:25 p.m. - Deputies con-
tacted individuals camping
on Army Corps of Engi-
neers property, 48900 block
Quartzville Rd. They were in-
formed their camp was illegal
and told to move. They did.

July 10
1:17 am. Jessica Lea
Nofziger, 40, arrested on

AMC warrant for FTA, 1300
block 44th Ave. Cited and re-
leased.

1:53 a.m. - Deputies assist-
ed SHPD in search for miss-
ing person in Greenville Rd./
Rowell Hill area. Male found
alive, transported to hospital.
Report taken.

10:14 a.m. - Caller report-
ed that RV parked on curb
outside Sweet Home Ranger
District headquarters, 1200
block 44th Ave., prevented
dump truck from backing
into driveway. Officer re-
sponded, contacted owner of
RV, who agreed to move it.

12:01 p.m. - Deputy found
missing man out of Marion
County alive and well, 45800
block Old Hufford Dr. Report
taken.

12:15 p.m. - Katrina Lynn
Gray arrested by Albany po-
lice on SHMC warrant for
FTC in theft case. Cited to ap-
pear July 23.

12:35 p.m. - Loa Ann Louise
Branton arrested on SHMC
warrant for FTA in theft case,
LMC warrant for FTA in driv-
ing while suspended case,
and LCJC warrant in theft
case. 600 block 7th Ave. Cited
and released.

1:55 p.m. - Shannan Rich-
ardson, 35, of Sweet Home,
cited for driving while sus-
pended, driving uninsured,
1500 block Main St.

7:23 p.m. - Steven Lee Ball-
weber, 36, arrested on SHMC
warrant for FTC in hit and
run case, LMC warrant for
FTA in criminal citation case
and AMC warrant for FTC in
contempt of court case. Also
arrested on Albany warrants.
Released to Albany police.
1900 block Long St.

See additional public safety
reports at sweethomenews.
com.

City of Halsey seeks funding for Phase 2 of well project

Halsey City Administrator
Briana Parra provided an up-
date on Phase 2 of the well
project during the City Coun-
cil's July 8 meeting.

Parra reported the city had
applied for $350,000 through
the EPA Thriving Communi-
ties Grant, but the funding
was cut during administra-
tion changes at the federal
level. While it's possible the
grant may be reinstated,
timelines for that are uncer-
tain.

The city also submitted
for state directed funding,
but were not selected for
further consideration. Parra
said she’s not surprised by
that decision because Halsey
had already received legisla-
tive funding for the project,
and she suspects they would
want to spread the money to
other communities in need.

Still, they are in the run-
ning for federal directed
funding in the amount of
$708,000, which would also
allow for upgrades at the wa-

ter treatment plant. Halsey's
project is one of 15 projects
that Congresswoman Janelle
Bynum is advocating for, Par-
ra said.

There are other grants she
is looking into, one of which
could provide up to $2.5 mil-
lion if Halsey’s projects are
eligible.

The city is still waiting to
finish the water rights permit
amendment for the new ac-
cess point, a transfer of water
rights. Parra said they need
to do additional water testing
to show the well is function-
al, but will need to install a
pump first. Testing should be
ready to go in late August to
mid-September.

Also, while the city is aware
of some water line leaks in
the system, staff recently be-
gan getting calls about water
pressure seeming to oscil-
late at certain parts of town,
Parra said. Staff were able to
identify electrical issues tak-
ing place at the water treat-
ment plant, but after that

CCB# 110850

was fixed they identified a
malfunctioning jockey pump.
It was easily replaced.
Sheriff’s Office Report

During Linn County Sher-
iff's Office Sgt. Steve Frambes’
report to the council, he said
they are 10 hours short for
June, so they plan to make
up for it in July and provide
extra patrol staff. There were
seven fatal incidents last
month, which hindered LCSO
from being able to fulfill their
obligations to some munici-
palities.

On June 17, LCSO respond-
ed to a single-car crash at a
railroad crossing. Frambes
said witnesses reported see-
ing a railroad crossing arm go
down, then up before quickly
going down again onto a log
truck. The arm broke.

In other business:

e Parra reported City Hall
will be closed on Friday, Aug.
22, so staff can prepare for
the annual Summer BBQ and
Movie Night. The council
agreed to do a Sharing Hands

We support The New Eral

lectrical
ystems

food drive during the barbe-
cue event.

e The council reviewed
three logo options for the city
and agreed to bring them be-
fore the community for a fu-
ture vote to take place soon
either via Facebook or at the
Summer BBQ.

e Parra updated the council
on city ordinance violations
of tall vegetation and storage
of junk or vehicles. She said
the city is preparing to cite a
couple of “habitual violators”
and potentially move for-
ward with abatement, which
will cost the city money.

e The council renewed a
three-year intergovernmen-
tal agreement with the Sheriff
of Linn County, providing the
city 864 hours of law enforce-
ment a year in the amount of
$80,023 for year one, $84,024
for year two, and $88,223 for
year three.

e The council renewed a
two-year intergovernmental
agreement with the Rural
Economic Alliance, a multi-

ervices

Dan and
Cindy Rice

city, collaborative effort for
economic development.

Pioneery p
Bookkeeping &

Tax Service

“Full Service for
Small Business!”

-Tax Preparations-

Cindy Clark,
OBTP#BOOb%

202 Main Street, Brownsville
541-466-3144

<=

Qrmandos
Mexican Resfaurant

DELICIOUS
DAILY $p CIALS!

122 SPAULDING AVE.
BROWNSVILLE
541-466-3636
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Measurement (abbr.) 35
4. Returned material 37
authorization (abbr.) 39
7. Sorting 41.
12. Attribute
15. Poked holes in 42.
16. Angers 44.
18. Doc 47
19. MLB journeyman pitcher 48
Dillon 49
20. Not don’t 50.
21. Snubs someone 52
24. Where kids bathe 53
27. One might be in distress 56.
30. Chair 61
31. Music industry honors (abbr.) 63
33. Dash 64
34. Owed 65.
CLUES DOWN
1. Skater Lipinksi 29
2. Data 32.
3. Single step 36.
4. Destroyed financially 38
5. Fail to interpret correctly 40
6. Favad’__: tree found in Brazil 43.
7. Vehicle
8. Limited 44
9. Old English 45.
10. Aussie golfer Norman 46.
11. Job 51
12. Loose-fitting undergarments 54
13. Protected by balancing 55.
14. Give up 56
17. Fifth note of a major scale 57.
22. Extravagantly bright S58.
23. Takes dictation 59.

24. 19th letter of Greek alphabet
25. Rounded knob (biology) 60

28. Mothers

. Caucasian language

. One thousand (Span.)

. Musical style drum and bass
Evergreen trees native to
warm climates

Begin _: start fresh
Marshy outlets

. A chicken lays one
. Yemen’s largest city
. Conversion rate

Single Lens Reflex

. Atlanta rapper
. Reduce the importance of

Faces of buildings

. Something achieved
. Distribute again
. Tooth caregiver

007’s creator

. Dardic ethnic group

Supports the rudder
An ugly evil-looking old woman

. Of a fasting time
. Filled with passengers

Below the ribs and above
the hips

. Binary-coded decimal

51 is a famous one
Goes into a funk

. Chief O’Hara actor
. Videocassette recorder

Scored perfectly

. Type of tree

__ Spumante (Italian wine)
Popular commercial “pet”
Supreme god of Ancient
Egyptians

. Room in a home
26. French philosopher Pierre 62.

__and behold

Level: Advanced

FREE Public Notices Public Notices

Feral Cats -- Fixed
with shots. Need
Homes / barns
ASAP. Call Dawn,
Sweet Home 970-
690-1868

(Jun.25-Jul.16)

Public Notices

CENTRAL WILLAMETTE CREDIT
UNION v. DESTINY L. WILSON and
ISAAC N. HOSKINS

SUMMONS - CASE NO. 25CV23154

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE STATE
OF OREGON FOR THE COUNTY OF
LINN

TO: Destiny L. Wilson, the above-
named defendant.

You are hereby required to appear and
defend the complaint filed against
you in the above entitled action with-
in thirty (30) days from the date of the

It’s not just a
generator.
It’s a power
move.

Receive afree 5-year warranty

with qualifying purchase*
- valued at $535.

Call 877-557-1912
to schedule your free quote!

GENERAC
B — |

*Terms and Conditions apply.

first publication of this summons, and
in case of your failure to appear and
answer, plaintiff for want thereof will
apply to the above entitled court for
the relief prayed for in its complaint,
to-wit:

1. For the principal sum of $11,006.00,
plus late fees in the amount of
$156.87, plus accrued interest in the
amount of $1735.92 through April 2,
2025, plus interest accruing on the
principal balance at the contract rate
of 10.74 percent per annum ($3.238
per diem) from April 3, 2025, until the
date judgment is entered;

2. For Plaintiff ’s reasonable attorney
fees, costs and disbursements in-
curred herein;

3. For interest on the sum of para-
graphs 1 and 2 above at the contract
rate of 10.74 percent per annum, from
the date judgment is entered until
paid in full; and

Be prepared before the next power outage.

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide!
No Repairs. No Fuss.

- Fair Cash Offer
Liz Buys Quick Closing

» No House Repairs
» Simple Home Sale

No Realtor Fees - Convenient Closing Date

Call (866) 249-8679

Transform your bath -
with a walk-in tub

" IN-HOME CONSULTATION 855- 96/3 618§“

*Subject to 3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required.

e

INTEREST or
PAYMENTS
for 12 MONTHS

Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible
and the proceeds help provide services to
help the blind and visually impaired.

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

voucher

Donate Your Car

Imagine the Difference You Can Make

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:
v a $200 restaurant

Call 1-844-533-9173

Get A Vision Screenin, g Annually

le——o,

v a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay
at one of 50 locations

Heritasge
tor it B v

Donate Your Vehicle

Call (866) 695-9265 to donate
your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!

B Support Veteran Nonprofits.

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

B Free Pickup & Towing.

B Top Tax Deduction.

A=

While we appreciate every donation,in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept

If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

watercraft, and/or due to the prohibi acquisition

4. For such other relief as the court
deems just and proper.

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: READ CARE-
FULLY!! YOU MUST "APPEAR" IN THIS
CASE OR THE OTHER SIDE WILL WIN
AUTOMATICALLY. TO "APPEAR" YOU
MUST FILE WITH THE COURT A LE-
GAL PAPER CALLED A "MOTION" OR
"ANSWER" THE MOTION OR ANSWER
(OR "REPLY") MUST BE GIVEN TO
THE COURT CLERK OR ADMINISTRA-
TOR WITHIN 30 DAYS OF THE DATE
OF FIRST PUBLICATION SPECIFIED
HEREIN ALONG WITH THE REQUIRED
FILING FEE. IT MUST BE IN PROPER
FORM AND HAVE PROOF OF SERVICE
ON THE PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY OR,
IF THE PLAINTIFF DOES NOT HAVE AN
ATTORNEY, PROOF OF SERVICE UPON
THE PLAINTIFF. IF YOU HAVE ANY
QUESTIONS, YOU SHOULD SEE AN AT-
TORNEY IMMEDIATELY. IF YOU NEED
HELP IN FINDING AN ATTORNEY, YOU
MAY CONTACT THE OREGON STATE
BAR'S LAWYER REFERRAL SERVICE
ONLINE AT WWW.OREGONSTATEBAR.
ORG ORBY CALLING AT (503) 684-3763
(IN THE PORTLAND METROPOLITAN
AREA) OR TOLL-FREE ELSEWHERE IN
OREGON AT (800) 452-7636.

This summons is published by order
of Circuit Court Thomas A. McHill of
the above-entitled Court made on the
2nd day of June 2025, directing pub-
lication of this summons once each
week for four consecutive weeks in
a newspaper of general circulation in
Linn County, Oregon.

Date of first publication: July 9, 2025
Date of last publication: July 30, 2025
Michelle M. Bertolino, OSB #912130
Of Attorneys for Plaintiff

FARLEIGH WADAWITT

121 SW Morrison, Suite 600

Portland, OR 97204-3136

(503) 228-6044
mbertolino@fwwlaw.com

(Jul.9-Jul 30)

Statewide Notices

SERVICES: DIVORCE $130. Complete
preparation. Includes children, cus-
tody, support, property and bills divi-
sion. No court appearances. Divorced
in 1-5 weeks possible. 503-772-5295.
www.paralegalalternatives.com  le-
galalt@msn.com.

SERVICES: Donate your car, truck,
boat, RV and more to support our vet-
erans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle
pickup and receive a top tax deduc-
tion! Call Veteran Car Donations at
1-866-695-9265 today!

SERVICES: Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to as-
sist the blind and visually impaired.
Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle pick-
up and secure a generous tax credit
for 2025. Call Heritage for the Blind
Today at 1-844-533-9173 today!

SERVICES: We Buy Houses for Cash AS
ISI' No repairs. No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process: Call, get cash
offer and get paid.

Get your fair cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 1-866-249-8679.

SERVICES: We buy 8,000 cars a week.
Sell your old, busted or junk car with
no hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell
your car to Peddle.

Easy three step process. Instant offer.
Free pickup. Fast payment. Call 1-855-
980-4382.

SERVICES: Safe Step. North Ameri-
cal’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line in-
stallation and service. Now featuring
our FREE shower package and $1600
Off for a limited time!

Call today! Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1-833-395-1433.
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FLUORIDE

From page 1

have opposed the motion to
remove fluoride.

He said during this meeting
that the community had only
48 hours (47 hours, 58 min-
utes, to be exact) to prepare
for this topic, and questioned
why it was being “crammed
through so quickly.”

“This was voted in by the
people. The least we can do
if it's gonna be taken out is
put it before the people for
a vote,” he said. “For seven
councilors to be able to take
such a huge issue as this and
sweep it through without
community input, I think, is
a major disgrace to our com-
munity.”

Members of the public also
addressed council on the
matter.

Larry Horton, who sits on
the Health Committee, in-
dicated he believes the city
should have approached
the committee and the lo-
cal medical community for
their input. He added that if
the addition of fluoride was
voted on and approved by
voters, then it should also be
put to the voters to remove it.

Local dentist Ivan Wolthu-
is expressed his support for
the fluoridation of the water
and added that the matter
came up “very quickly and
suddenly” with apparently
little communication.

“I wonder how much com-
munication and transpar-
ency we had with the entire
community on this issue,’
Wolthuis said. “This is a sub-
ject that really requires some
discussion...I think this de-
serves more discussion and a
review of the science and the
literature.”

One other spoke in oppo-
sition to removing fluoride
without input from the pub-

lic, and one person support-
ed the council’s decision to
remove fluoride.

Mayor Susan Coleman
apologized for not reaching
out to the Health Committee.

Bronson said he would like
to see the question placed on
the next election’s ballot.

Councilor Josh Thorstad
said the council was elected
by 10,000 people to make
these decisions and it’s up to
the council to “do what'’s best
for Sweet Home.”

Councilor Angelita San-
chez addressed Horton’s
concerns by saying there are
conflicting beliefs by dentists
on both sides about fluoride,
and an idea presented to her
by a citizen is for the city to
provide fluoride to anyone
who wants it.

“You can also get a pre-
scription, you can also brush
your teeth,” she said. “There
are a lot of different ways to
get fluoridation outside of
city water.”

The council adopted the
ordinance 5-2; councilors
Bronson and Aaron Hegge
opposed.

Abatement Leads to Lien

The council approved a
motion to place a $47,779.21
lien on the property at 780
9th Ave. after the city hired a
company to clear the proper-
ty of multiple vehicles.

Deputy City Manager Ceci-
ly Pretty’s report stated code
compliance “issues” regard-
ing vehicles and open stor-
age on the property spanned
a number of years - at least
as far back as 2009. Since
2023, Code Enforcement had
been “actively working” with
the property owner, Kenneth
Oberg, to resolve code viola-
tions, but little improvement
was noted.

City Manager Jason Ogden
told the council there has
been “a longstanding pat-

tern of code violations. The
site has a well-documented
history of issues, including
open storage, public health
nuisances and inoperable
vehicles.”

He said the city made mul-
tiple good-faith efforts to
work with the property own-
er.

Oberg was notified in Feb-
ruary and again in March
this year of pending abate-
ment. It was reported that
Oberg told the city he would
work on the problem, but
the code enforcement officer
found “few improvements”
weeks later. Abatement work
was conducted in April. Final
invoices were sent in May.

Taxpayer dollars pay for
nuisance abatement work,
forcing the city to place a lien
on abated properties if the
property owner does not pay
back the costs.

John Origer, who was hired
to do the abatement, said he
hauled off more than 40 cars
that were “packed in” the
lot, and that his crew tried
to help Oberg save as much
stuff as he could by loading
items in his truck to move
elsewhere because his shop
and garage were “packed to
the rafters.”

Origer said Oberg was able
to reclaim some of his cars
that were towed by a differ-
ent tow company.

“We did what we could to
help him out as much as pos-
sible,” Origer said.

Oberg, 65, addressed the
council, telling them he had
surgery in October 2024 and
was issued a notice by Code
Enforcement that he had
until October 2025 to clean
up the property. He further
said he had cleared up a
lot of stuff but, come April,
Code Enforcement informed
Oberg they would have to
remove items from the back-

yard as well because it could
be seen from the road.

“This crew came in and
took every little piece of the
stuff I had,” he said. “All my
yard tools, my lawnmower,
my picnic tables, two brand
new barbecuers.”

He added that he feels like
the situation was unjustified.

“I got all kinds of evidence
showing that [ did the best
that I could possibly do,”
Oberg said. “I think this thing
should be reevaluated...I felt
the city did something wrong
to me. If we can't get it re-
evaluated, then I might have
to seek legal, higher author-
ities.”

Resident Joseph Sands,
who lives adjacent to Oberg,
also addressed the council on
the matter, stating the prob-
lem has been an issue for at
least a decade while he’s lived
next to Oberg. He disagreed
that Oberg made “good faith
efforts” to clean the proper-
ty, and said that years of rain
ruins and devalues the cars
sitting on the property.

“That property’s been a
source of vermin, dogs run-
ning loose, dogs being on
other peoples’ lawn leaving
large amounts of feces, and
just being a general nuisance
to the neighborhood,” Sands
said. “When you live by peo-
ple that treat their property
that way, it's not only degrad-
ing their own property, but
it’s also the property the peo-
ple that live next to them and
their overall quality of life.”

Former neighbor Aleaha
Myers told the council about
issues she observed while liv-
ing next to Oberg’s property,
including noise, disturbanc-
es and “an ongoing buildup
of vehicles and debris.”

“We also dealt with per-
sistent sanitation concerns
from animal waste in the al-
leyway and on our private

property, as well as an alarm-
ing rat population,” she said.
“Our concerns extended to
what we believed to be po-
tential environmental haz-
ards due to the visible stor-
age of fuels, chemicals and
oils on site.”

As a realtor broker herself,
Oberg’s property has “signifi-
cantly impacted” the value of
nearby homes, she said.

The council voted 5-1 to
place a lien on the property.
Sanchez opposed and Hegge
excused himself from voting
for conflict of interest.

In other business, the
council:

e Heard from Jerry Wha-
ley, who complained about a
“house cat issue” in the city,
with yards “overrun by scat.”
He asked the council to look
into doing something about
an apparent cat overpopula-
tion.

e Adopted a revised in-
vestment policy, moving the
Weighted Average Maturity
from two years to 2.5 years.

* Held a public hearing for
and approved a special pro-
curement process allowing
staff to negotiate a contract
with Timber Framers Guild
to design and construct a
bandstand at Sankey Park.

e Approved an updated fee
schedule regarding meeting
spaces in City Hall, event
support and food trucks.

* Heard from Ogden about
a trip he took to Washington,
D.C., on July 1 to present at
the National Conference for
Ending Homelessness. He
and FAC's executive director
shared about the city’s shel-
ter and the community court
program.

e Directed staff to look into
the possibility of providing
fluoride to low income fam-
ilies in the city.
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CURB TO CURB IN SWEET HOME
MON-FRI 7 AM - 4 PM
CALL TO SCHEDULE
OFFICE HOURS 8-4
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SWEET HOME SHOPPER
MON-SAT 9 AM - 4 PM

SHOP LOCAL- 4 TRIPS A DAY
THROUGH TOWN

FOSTER

SH CITY HALL
HOY'S HARDWARE
13TH & KALMIA
SHEA POINT

LEBANON:

WALMART
LBCC
PARK & OAK

M| ALBANY:

LBCC MAIN CAMPUS
TRAIN STATION
HERITAGE MALL
DOWNTOWN

LINN SHUTTLE

MON-FRI 6 AM - 10 PM - 10 ROUTES PER DAY
SAT 7AM - 7:30 PM - 6 ROUTES PER DAY
CALL FOR APPROVED FLAG STOPS

SWEET HOME:

SAT ONLY: KOHL'S & WINCO
STUDENTS RIDE FREE WITH STUDENT ID | ALL OTHERS $1 PER TRIP
ELECTRONIC TICKETS - DOWNLOAD THE TOKEN TRANSIT APP: TOKENTRANSIT.COM
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE OFFICE OR ON THE BUS.
ONLY CASH ACCEPTED BY DRIVERS (EXACT AMOUNT, NO CHANGE AVAILABLE)

541-367-4775 | LINNSHUTTLE.COM | @ rio us on racesoox
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REAL ESTATE SOLD

Following are Lebanon,
Sweet Home, and Brownsville
area real estate transactions re-
corded with the county during
late June and July 2025. These
are not properties for sale, and
some transactions may rep-
resent a change in ownership
within a family or corporation.
Properties are listed by address,
property/residence size and
purchase price. More sales are
posted at sweethomenews.com.

35586 Northern Dr.,
Brownsville; 1405 sq.ft,,
One story, two bedroom, 1 %
bath built in 1972; 0.78 acres;
$371,000.

26767 Rowell Hill Rd.,
Sweet Home; 996 sq.ft., Sin-
gle wide manufactured home,
three bedroom, 1 % bath built
in 1977; 3.34 acres; $265,000.

1462 Strawberry Ridge.,

Sweet Home; 2190 sq.ft., Two
story, three bedroom, 2 %
bath built in 1995; 0.45 acres;
$335,000.

26945 Gap Rd., Browns-
ville; 660 sq.ft., One story
with attic, two bedroom, one-
bath built in 1946; 3.56 acres;
$420,000.

2845 Fir Ct., Sweet Home;
1232 sq.ft.,, One story, three
bedroom, two-bath built in
1997; 0.18 acres; $365,000.

4608 Airport Ln., Sweet
Home; additional details not
listed; 0.18 acres; $50,000.

1037 13th Ave., Sweet
Home; 884 sq.ft., One story,
three bedroom, one-bath built
in 1930; 0.12 acres; $290,000.

1622 9th Ave., Sweet
Home; 1088 sq.ft., One story,
three bedroom, one-bath built
in 1930; 0.32 acres; $339,000.

815 Main St., Brownsville;

Introducing this charming 3-bedroom,

fridge, dishwasher, and
microwave—great for cooking and
entertaining. The 2-car garage offers
plenty of parking and storage, plus
washer/dryer hookups add

deposit and $50 monthly rent per pet.
Don’t miss your chance to make this
your home sweet homel!

FOR RENT - 2415 HARDING ST
SWEET HOME

Charming
2-bedroom,
1-bath home in
Sweet Home.
Enjoy a cozy
kitchen with
range and
fridge, a
spacious yard
for gardening or play, and an auxiliary
building for extra storage or a
workshop. Don’t miss this peaceful
neighborhood gem!

AVAILABLE
7/21/25

$1500 2 1

RENT BED  BATH SQFT

960

(541) 367-7368

FOR RENT - 4462 LIVE OAK ST, SWEET HOME

2-bath home in desirable Sweet Home,
OR. Enjoy a spacious kitchen with range,

convenience. Pets allowed with a $250

=EPP
$2200 3 2

RENT BED BATH

1000
SQ.FT.

FOR RENT - 32111TH AVE
SWEET HOME

Welcome to
this charming
2-bedroom,
1.5-bath home
in Sweet MOVE
Home, OR. It IN READY!
features a 2P
practical $1550 2
layout, kitchen ~ rent Bed
with range and fridge, dedicated
laundry room, and a spacious
backyard for outdoor fun or
gardening. Come see it for yourself!

1 774

BATH  SQFT.

| KARYN.ELPM@GMAIL.COM

WWW.EASTLINNPROPERTYMANAGEMENT.COM

GON'S LEADING

AL ESTATE TEAM

ERVING LEBANON SINCE 1992
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AN GILLOTT

HOME TEAM
kw MID-WILLAMETTE

KELLERWILLIAMS. REALTY

P
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541-451-2211

WWW.TEAMGILLOTT.COM

420 NW 2ND ST., CORVALLIS
266 EAST GRANT ST., LEBANON

EACH OFFICE INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED LICENSED OREGON BROKERS
UNLICENSED ADMIN ERIN HILL, KYLIE MALLOY, JESSICA WOODY, RACHAEL ROBERTS

=@ MLS.

1056 sq.ft., One story, three
bedroom, one-bath built in
1970; 0.23 acres; $350,000.

973 23rd Ave. Sweet
Home; 980 sq.ft.,, One story,
three bedroom, one-bath built
in 1949; 0.34 acres; $220,401.

2191 Ames Creek Rd,,
Sweet Home; additional
details not listed; 0.5 acres;
$130,000.

846 5th Ave., Sweet Home;
940 sq.ft., One story, two bed-
room, one-bath built in 1948;
0.22 acres; $355,000.

28791 Liberty Rd., Sweet
Home; 1696 sq.ft., One story,
four bedroom, 1 % bath built
in 1963; 1.08 acres; $600,000.

40712 Lacomb Dr., Leb-
anon; 2440 sq.ft., One story,
three bedroom, one-bath built
in 1979; 9.42 acres; $749,900.

408 Depot Ave., Browns-
ville; 1881 sq.ft., Two story,
four bedroom, 2 ¥ bath built
in 2021; 0.17 acres; $445,000.

1261 44th Ave., Sweet
Home; additional details not
listed; 0.18 acres; $373,000.

1041 Kees St., Lebanon;
1112 sq.ft,, One story, three
bedroom, two-bath built in
2006; 0.14 acres; $330,000.705
Tangent St., Lebanon; 1056
sq.ft., One story, two bed-
room, one-bath built in 1910;
0.18 acres; $159,000.

2590 6th St., Lebanon;
1660 sq.ft., One story, four
bedroom, one-bath built in
1960; 0.14 acres; $350,000.

2401 Ames Creek Rd.,
Sweet Home; 1389 sq.ft., One
story, three bedroom, two-
bath built in 1949; 0.6 acres;
$390,000.

4450 Knotty Pine Ct,,
Sweet Home; additional de-
tails not listed; 0.18 acres;
$417,300.

825 Rose St., Lebanon;
1176 sq.ft.,, One story, three
bedroom, 1 % bath built in

2345 S. Santiam Hwy
Lebanon, OR 97355

1970; 0.26 acres; $379,900.

2301 Main St., Sweet
Home; additional details not
listed; 0.77 acres; $500,000.

41625 Marks Ridge Dr.,
Sweet Home; 2106 sq.ft., One
story with basement, three
bedroom, 2 % bath built in
1980; 5 acres; $650,375.

1001 Walker Rd., Leba-
non; 1409 sq.ft.,, One story,
three bedroom, two-bath built
in 2019; 0.12 acres; $399,000.

704 Oak St., Brownsville;
1504 sq.ft., One story with
attic, four bedroom, one-
bath built in 1900; 0.19 acres;
$300,000.

28835 Hiltz Rd., Sweet
Home; 2054 sq.ft., Two story,
three bedroom, 2 %2 bath built
in 1999; 6.2 acres; $880,000.

920 Dogwood St., Sweet
Home; 1041 sq.ft., One story,
two bedroom, one-bath built
in 1974; 0.21 acres; $310,000.

402 Main St., Brownsville;
additional details not listed;
0.11 acres; $725,000.

783 Pebble St., Browns-
ville; additional details not
listed; 0.11 acres; $335,900.

789 Pebble St., Browns-
ville; additional details not
listed; 0.11 acres; $337,900.

5253 Osage St., Sweet
Home; 2182 sq.ft., One story
with attic, four bedroom, two-
bath built in 1940; 0.33 acres;
$300,000.

1355 Tamarack St., Sweet
Home; 2024 sq.ft., Two story,
three bedroom, two-bath built
in 2024; 0.32 acres; $411,000.

2241 Elm St., Sweet Home;
720 sq.ft., One story, two bed-
room, one-bath built in 1948;
0.31 acres; $229,000.

1026 Charlie Ave., Leba-
non; 1638 sq.ft., One story,
three bedroom, two-bath built
in 2006; 0.18 acres; $439,900.

555 16th St., Lebanon;
1283 sq.ft., One story, three
bedroom, two-bath built in
1976; 0.23 acres; $425,000.

1345 Tamarack St., Sweet
Home; 2024 sq.ft., Two story,
three bedroom, two-bath built
in 2024; 0.24 acres; $403,000.

336 Spaulding Ave.,
Brownsville; 1764 sq.ft., One
story with basement, two
bedroom, one-bath built in
1928; 0.45 acres; $275,000.

128 Spaulding Ave,,
Brownsville; additional de-
tails not listed; 0.03 acres;
$130,000.

973 23rd Ave. Sweet
Home; 980 sq.ft.,, One story,
three bedroom, one-bath built
in 1949; 0.34 acres; $205,134.

28411 Liberty Rd., Sweet
Home; 1944 sq.ft., One story
with attic, three bedroom, 1 %2
bath built in 1950; 1.98 acres;
$475,000.

3300 Burdell Blvd., Leb-
anon; additional details not
listed; 1.58 acres; $1,650,000.

920 D St., Lebanon; 1248
sq.ft., Two story, three bed-
room, two-bath built in 1999;
0.2 acres; $382,745.

1039 B Lp., Lebanon; 1100
sq.ft., One story, three bed-
room, two-bath built in 2002;
0.14 acres; $362,000.

72 Cedar St., Lebanon; 852
sq.ft., One story, two bed-
room, one-bath built in 1942;
0.17 acres; $286,600.

720 Sherman St., Leba-
non; 1378 sq.ft., One story,
three bedroom, one-bath built
in 1947; 0.18 acres; $339,900.

31101 Berlin Rd., Leba-
non; 1512 sq.ft., Double wide
manufactured home, three
bedroom, two-bath built in
2000; 12.33 acres; $575,000.

1028 4th Ave., Sweet
Home; 1018 sq.ft., One story,
three bedroom, one-bath built
in 1952; 0.11 acres; $320,000.

OREGON

Real Estate
PROFESSIONALS

LLC

(541) 258-6100

OregonRealEstateProfessionals.com
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SAMARITAN
From page 6

headquarters in Corvallis,
and a change.org petition en-
titled “Keep Lebanon’s Birth
Center Open,” launched May
13, listed nearly 3,000 signa-
tures by July 1.

‘Significant Challenge’

Cabhill said Oregon’s hospi-
tals are facing “a significant
challenge right now” due
to increased costs resulting
from tariffs and other factors,
and accompanying difficul-
ties in collecting reimburse-
ments from the government
and insurance companies.

Plus, there is a growing
shortage of physicians and
nurses, especially those in-
terested in working in rural
settings.

“Probably two-thirds of the
hospitals in the state are ei-
ther performing in the red
- not making money - or
barely breaking even,” Cahill
estimated.

According to  Oregon
Health Authority data, Ore-
gon’s 60 acute care hospitals,
as a whole, saw an improve-
ment in profitable operating
margin (profit made after
accounting for direct costs
of earning that revenue) over
the one-year period ending in
the third quarter of last year,
increasing from -$9.7 million
to $11.2 million. Samaritan’s
recent numbers, as posted by
OHA, are mixed.

In addition to Lebanon and
Lincoln City, Samaritan oper-
ates Good Samaritan Region-
al Medical Center in Corval-
lis, Samaritan Albany General
Hospital and Samaritan Pa-
cific Community Hospital in
Newport, all of them acute
care hospitals. Its network
also includes more than 100
clinics.

Of Samaritan’s five hos-
pitals, according to Oregon
Health Authority data, Leba-
non is the most profitable of
the five hospitals, earning a
profitable operating margin
of $24,414,294 in 2024, con-
tinuing a trend of profitability
that extends back to 2014.

North Lincoln and Newport
were alsoin the blacklastyear,
to a lesser extent, but Albany
and Corvallis finished 2024
with losses that total roughly
$32.3 million, just short of the
roughly $39.6 profitability of
the other three.

Cahill said expenses have
risen “significantly” since the
COVID pandemic “and reim-
bursements are not matching
that”

“They're flat.”

And, he added, “insurers are
taking longer to reimburse us
as well. So not only are we not
getting reimbursed what we
did five years ago, it's taking
longer to collect on that as
well.

“It’s just hard right now. It’s

challenging for Samaritan
and it's challenging for the
state; quite actually, national-
ly, it's an issue as well.”

Cahill said that although
some Samaritan hospitals are
in the black, the five are in-
terdependent.”

“All five hospitals do a great
job. They provide great care.
They do great things.”

He acknowledged that Leb-
anon is a “successful” opera-
tion with a “positive bottom
line,” but there’s more to the
situation.

The Samaritan group is
interdependent, he said, re-
counting how the system
came together over time: “It
was five independent hospi-
tals that were trying to sur-
vive.”

The Backstory

Samaritan was founded
in 1948 when the Episcopal
Church in Western Oregon
reorganized Corvallis Gener-
al Hospital as a not-for-profit
facility.

In 1997 the current non-
profit came into being when
Corvallis merged with Leb-
anon Community Hospital,
which was founded in 1952
by a community effort led
by local Mennonites and
was managed for decades by
Mennonite Health Services.

Albany was added in 1999,
followed by North Lincoln
(2001) and Newport (2002).

“They came together main-
ly out of the fact that being
alone was not going to be a
strategy, moving forward, for
them,” Cahill said.

He said that because the
hospitals are now interde-
pendent, even though in a
particular year one might be
doing well, “we've got to look
at the whole, at all five hospi-
tals, because they're indepen-
dent.”

“The expense of being an
independent hospital was
too much 25 years ago,” he
said. “Five hospitals that were
within the region recognized
that they could not survive
on their own. So they came
together.”

Today, Samaritan empha-
sizes integrated care, provid-
ing patients with coordinat-
ed, comprehensive care that
addresses all aspects of their
health, including medical,
behavioral, and social needs,
through a holistic collabora-
tive team approach that re-
duces fragmentation and du-
plication of care.

It also has the second-larg-
est residency program in the
state, with 112 young doctors
working in its hospitals and
clinics, along with some 650
clinicians.

“We've come together in
a way that we provide great
care in an integrated way,’
Cahill said.

Forced Economy
He said that things are

changing, with the financial
difficulties Samaritan is fac-
ing and the organization is
being forced to look for ways
to do more with less.

“What we have to look at
now, I think, is the fact that
reimbursements are flat, hos-
pitals are really struggling to
be sustainable.”

Samaritan serves the ap-
proximately 290,000 resi-
dents in Linn, Benton and
Lincoln counties.

“How can we take care of
290,000 people with the infra-
structure we have in a mean-
ingful, sustainable way?” Ca-
hill asked.

Retiring Practitioners

Then Samaritan is seeing
another problem that’s com-
plicating all of this, Cahill
added: retirements.

“There are more clinicians
retiring today than are being
created in the residency pro-
gram,” he said. “We're seeing
a decline in clinicians. There's
not enough nurses being gen-
erated in the nursing pro-
grams to replace the nurses
that are retiring.”

It’s a complicated problem,
he said, noting that one cause
is that residency programs
are generally capped at the
number of residents they
accepted 25 or 30 years ago.
Now, as Baby Boomers retire,
“we’re not creating more doc-
tors and the same is true in
the nursing program.

“We're having more people
retire than we can get educat-
ed and through the process.”

That, he said, is a “bottle-
neck” that won't be solved
even if hospitals can improve
their reimbursement rates.

“There are no easy solu-
tions,” Cahill said.

With the lack of available
practitioners, particularly
those who want to practice
in a rural setting, Samaritan
branches are “all of a sudden

. JAM

competing against ourselves”
in trying to deliver the same
services at all five hospitals,
he said.

“We need more clinicians
and we need them at all five
sites.”

“There are not enough an-
esthesiologists right now, and
there's other constraints.”

Consolidation Solution?

Faced with a shortage of
clinicians and financial short-
falls, Cahill said, the best way
to address the issue would be
to consolidate certain ser-
vices. The most likely pros-
pects are women’s and chil-
dren's services, obstetrics,
general surgery, orthopedics
and urology, the latter being a
“erowth strategy" for Samari-
tan.

He noted that for the past
25 years, each of the five hos-
pitals has done “five of every-
thing.”

“We believe consolidating
services is the best way to en-
sure the delivery of those ser-
vices in our system right now,
because we think we can't
hire the staff to man those
services across all five hospi-
tals in a meaningful way. It's
becoming cost-prohibitive to
do that because there's just
not enough doctors to hire.”

He said the goal would be to
“consolidate services in a safe
way to create higher volumes
at a site in a more sustainable
way, and staff maybe three
units instead of five units.”

For example, Cahill said,
deliveries of babies may take
place in Albany instead of
Lebanon, though mothers
would still visit their OBGYN
practitioners at local clinics
prior to actually giving birth.
Inpatient surgery might take
place somewhere other than
Lebanon.

“They'd go see their doctor
every day that can see them,
Monday through Friday, in

the clinic, Cahill said. “If they
had outpatient surgery that
they needed, they would still
get that outpatient surgery in
Lebanon.”

Public Weigh-In

Cahill said a coterie of “cli-
nicians and some administra-
tors and folks” have weighed
the issues and are producing
a proposal that will be intro-
duced to the public in the
near future.

“We've got to talk to inter-
nal stakeholders, external
stakeholders, people that
have interest in this, and get
feedback from everybody,” he
said, cautioning, “The pro-
posal is not a plan. There's
no decision made yet on that
proposal.”

He said “listening tours”
will be conducted, in which
local residents would be pro-
vided the “data” behind prob-
lems and “we have to do a lot
of listening.”

“This topic is a very emo-
tional topic. And so the first
thing that I want to do, that
the team wants to do, is lis-
ten to everybody, hear the
concerns, and then start to
address those concerns in a
meaningful way with data.
We've got to validate the data
and make sure we have all the
right information, and then
we've got to start to talk to
people about that as well.”

Samaritan is willing to pro-
vide speakers for local com-
munity groups and service
clubs interested in discuss-
ing the situation. To connect,
email sustainability@sam-
health.org. Those interested
in voicing their opinion on
prospective closures can do
so by email at actionnetwork.
org/letters/save-our-birth-
centers.

“We're looking for all the
input that we can get,” Cahill
said.
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Residents wait to see |f speed "humps will work

By Sarah Brown
Of The New Era

After decades of trying to
decrease traffic on one small
stretch of road, residents on
1st Avenue are now seeing the
fruit of their labor, or at least
they hope to.

The City of Sweet Home in-
stalled four three-inch speed
humps along 1st Avenue be-
tween Highway 20 and High-
way 228 on Wednesday, July 9,
in an effort to reduce speeding
and traffic concerns on the
residential street.

Both Tom Hearon and Jeff
Parker stood outside to watch
the work take place near their
front yards.

“I'm ecstatic,” Parker said. “I
just wish they'd have done it
15 years ago when we asked.”

In fact, they even offered
to pay for speed humps back
then, but were denied the op-
portunity, he said. However,
the city made a move a num-
ber of years ago to allow park-
ing on both sides of the street
(instead of just one side) as a
“traffic calming” strategy, but
that apparently didn't work as
intended.

“We actually tried to get ev-
erybody to park everything on
the street to clog it up; it didn't
matter,” Parker said. “Just
more mirrors (got) hit.”

Hearon and Parker shared
multiple stories about cars,
trees and trash cans getting hit

by drivers who, they said, were
speeding and lost control over
the years.

“I'm excited to see if it
works,” Parker said about the
humps.

According to Sweet Home
Police Department’s Com-
munity Service Officer Sean
Morgan, who's monitored the
traffic on that street for sev-
eral years, the median speed
on there has gone down to 20
mph just 24 hours after in-
stallment. The speed limit is
posted at 25 mph. He sat in an
unmarked car for 45 minutes
and checked drivers with a ra-
dar gun.

“Tust 12 out of 107 vehicles
were over the limit by one to
five miles per hour,” Morgan
said. “None traveled faster
than 30 mph in this 45 minute
period.”

According to data compiled
by Morgan, initial results indi-
cate a possibility that the new
speed humps are doing their
job:

October 2022 - 121 cars; me-
dian speed 25 mph; max speed
37 mph; 1-5 mph over the lim-
it = 44; 6-9 mph over = 6; 10+
mph over =3

March 2023 - 120 cars; me-
dian 27 mph; max 46 mph; 1-5
mph over = 54; 6-9 mph over =
14; 10+ mph over = 8

September 2024 - 59 cars;
median 23 mph; max 37 mph;
1-5 mph over = 14; 6-9 mph

over =1; 10+ mph over=1

July 2025, after humps in-
stalled - 107 cars; median 20
mph; max 30 mph; 1-5 mph
over = 12; 6-9 over = 0; 10+
over =0

Frank Gallagher, a long-
time resident on 1st Avenue
and advocate for fixing traffic
problems in his neighborhood,
said he’s helped Morgan with
radar trailers and tracking
speed on roads during the last
few years. He sat with Morgan
during the most recent traffic
study and was pleased with
the results.

“I think it's kind of a ‘wait
and see’ thing to see how ef-
fective they are,” Gallagher

Photo by Sarah Brown
A road crew applies a thick layer of asphalt and shapes it to
form a speed hump on 1st Avenue last week.

said. “From what I see of the
data we've collected, theyTe
working.”

He said the residential street
is used as an arterial roadway;,
with more than 1,000 cars
passing through the 1,400-foot
drive a day.

There will always be “that
15%” who don't care, he said.

“They don't respect the fact
that people live here or the
speed is 25 mph, or that it only
takes them 45 seconds to get
from one end of the street to
the other,” Gallagher said. “It’s
the convenience; they don't
have to go to the light and
back.”

But, overall, it appears to

him that the humps are doing
what they are intended to do,
he said. His neighbors, how-
ever, already expressed frus-
tration to him that, in their
opinion, they're not working.
By working with Morgan on
speed tests, though, Gallagh-
er has learned that cars often
appear to go faster than they
really are.

He added that new, more
visible “no commercial trucks”
signs have also reduced that
type of traffic on 1st Avenue.

The two plan to gather more
data in the future to monitor
how well the speed humps are
- or are not - working.

Last year the City Council
initially approved temporary
speed tables to see how effec-
tive they would be, but last
May they unanimously agreed
to install asphalt speed humps
instead.

Speed tables and speed
humps are similar designs,
with a few inches of height
and long widths intended to
encourage speeds of 10 to 20
mph. Speed bumps are typi-
cally used in parking lots, de-
signed with short widths that
create a jarring sensation that
reduces speeds to two to 10
mph.

“After many years we finally
got something done, because
this street has been misused,”
Gallagher said.

JAMBOREE

From page 1

SHEDG was founded in 1991
to help the city transition
from its timber-based econ-
omy.

SHEDG founded the Ore-
gon Jamboree, country music
and camping festival in 1992
as a fundraising tool to pay
for economic development
projects.

The festival was the brain-
child of local residents Marge
Geil and Leslie Ancke, along
with Scott Proctor of the Or-
egon Department of Forestry,
who came up with the idea of
a fund-raising concert after
Geil and Ancke attended a
Wynonna Judd performance
back east, and pitched the
idea to her of performing in
Sweet Home.

Wynonna committed to
performing at the concert for
two years. She later returned,
in 2012 for the Jamboree's
20th anniversary.

It kept going, although in
1995 SHEDG board mem-
bers and event organizers
had to pony up $62,000 from
their own pockets and land
a $50,000 loan from Linn
County after that year’s pro-
duction lost $112,000.

Things improved after that.
The 1996 event, featuring
Tim McGraw and Faith Hill,
finished solidly in the black.
By the early 2000s, the Jam-
boree reported profits of six
figures, which continued un-
til another threat arose.

The birth of the Willamette
Country Music Festival in
2008 in Brownsville posed se-
rious challenges to the Jam-
boree’s survival.

The competing festival was
held two weeks after the Jam-
boree on a site literally 15
miles down the road for some
10 years, with heavy spon-
sorship and marketing by
Bi-Mart, featuring top-name
artists that the nonprofit
Jamboree could not afford.

It lasted until 2018, when
allegations of unpaid bills be-
gan to surface and crowd be-
havior issues prompted the
Linn County Sheriff's Office
to decline to provide security.

Although the WCMF’s pres-
ence was a challenge, Poirier
said he believes it made the
Oregon Jamboree “better.”

“There were challenges, to
be sure,” he said. “Competing
for talent was a big thing, due
to the proximity.

"The simple truth, howev-
er, is that the WDMTF closed
its doors and we were able

to continue for many more
years.”

The WCMF vyears were
closely followed by the
COVID pandemic, which
forced the cancellation of
Oregon Jamboree plans for
2020 and resulted in a late
start on planning for the
2021 festival, which was not
announced until April of that
year.

More recently, Poirier said,
fans and artists in recent
years are moving to “the larg-
er stadium show experience,”
which has “impacted festivals
in general.”

A National Public Radio
Planet Money newsletter
article published last year
reported that “a wave of fes-
tivals has been unplugging
their microphones and tell-
ing pass holders, ‘Sorry!”

The article cited rising
costs and “softening de-
mand,” which makes it hard
to raise prices to cover those
rising costs.

“This trend has not been
limited to the country music
genre,” Poirier said. “It has
impacted festivals in general.

"We are not the only ones
facing these challenges, but
it was important to our board
that we made this decision in
a financially responsible way

when we could still fulfill our
commitments to talent, ven-
dors, and our community,
and hold one final celebra-
tion of this important com-
munity event.”

Poirier acknowledged that
producing the Oregon Jam-
boree has become more com-
plex over the decades.

“In the earlier years, things
were simpler, but we've al-
ways had a reputation for
having a clean and fami-
ly-friendly venue,” he said.

“This largely volunteer-run
event has certainly evolved
into something this commu-
nity should be proud of. We
impacted the local economy
for sure. More importantly,
we found a place for every
community member to pitch
in and be proud to be a part
of something great, accord-
ing to his or her ability.”

A Visitor Profile and Eco-
nomic Impact Assessment
produced by the Jamboree
in 2022 reported that ap-
proximately 14,500 people
attended the festival that
year, spending an estimated
$3 million at the event and
an additional $1.5 million in
the community outside the
event.

“This visitor spending,
combined with the resulting

supply chain purchases and
spending of wages, created a
total economic impact of $6.6
million in additional business
revenue, along with 59 jobs
and $2.2 million in salaries
and wages,” the assessment
stated.

Asked about the future of
SHEDG as an organization,
Poirier said that will be de-
termined once this year’s fes-
tival is over.

“As with any announce-
ment of this scale, there are
still some logistical details
being worked out,” he said.
“Currently, the board is fo-
cused on supporting our staff
and volunteers in making the
34th annual Oregon Jambo-
ree the best event ever. We
have a lot of people to thank
and a whole lot of reasons to
celebrate.

“Once this event has con-
cluded, those are the very
questions the board will turn
its attention to. We will cer-
tainly provide updates to the
community as we know more
about the future of SHEDG.”

For more information
about what this means for
2026, including information
on 2026 ticket refunds, visit
www.OregonJamboree.com/
closureFAQs.



