
By Scott Swanson
Of The New Era

Some two dozen protest-
ers, a mixture of Sweet Home 
School District staff and local 
residents,  lined the sidewalk 
in front of the Sweet Home 
School District administra-
tion building Monday despite 
the fact that a School Board 
meeting called to dismiss 
Supt. Terry Martin had been 
canceled earlier in the day. 

The special session agenda 
was posted Friday, July 18, al-
though it was not sent to local 
media, as is the usual practice 
with School Board meetings. 
Agenda items included the 
swearing-in of School Board 
Member Amanda Carter, 
who was not present for the 
board’s regular meeting on 
July 14 (see page 5). It also in-
cluded an executive session in 
which board members were 
to “consider the termination 
of the superintendent’s con-
tract.” 

The current School Board 
is made up of three mem-
bers who have served half of 
their four-year terms – Floyd 
Neuschwander (Cascadia), 
who was elected chair on 
July 14, Dale Keene (At Large) 

and Jenna Northern (Craw-
fordsville). Three other newly 
elected members were sworn 
in at the July 14 meeting: Mike 
Adams, who retained his At 
Large seat, and newcomers 
Dustin Nichol (Holley) and 
Rachel Maynard (At Large). 

Word spread over the week-
end via social media and sev-
eral people contacted The 
New Era, asking about or 
commenting on the develop-
ment. The plan for a protest 

was being circulated early 
Monday. 

Midway through the af-
ternoon on Monday, July 21, 
an announcement appeared 
on the district’s website an-
nouncing that the meeting 
had been canceled. 

Knowledgeable sources 
said Martin is on vacation in 
Alaska, where he worked be-
fore moving to Sweet Home.

Martin was principal at Ni-
kolaevsk Elementary-High 

School in Nikolaevsk, Alaska, 
from 2001 to 2004. He was 
then principal at the Ninilchik 
School in Ninilchik, Alaska 
from 2004 to 2011, and prin-
cipal at Marshall School in 
Marshall, Alaska, for one year 
after that. He then served as 
director of human resources 
at the Northwest Arctic Bor-
ough School District from 
2014 to 2020, before becom-
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Demonstrators opposing a move to oust schools Supt. Terry Martin line Long Street Monday, 
July 21. 

As protests arise, effort to oust superintendent pauses  

See Supt. Protest, Page 5

A young participant in 
the Jesus Festival, left,  
fires a ball as Colton 
Emmert, pastor of River 
of Life Fellowship, awaits 
his fate in the dunk tank. 
At right, Logan and Lyla 
Bennett get some treats 
from Grace Swanson at 
a booth as their mom, Ni-
cole, watches. The event, 
in which 17 local church-
es participated, was 
held Thursday, July 17, at 
Sankey Park. See more 
photos at sweeth-
omenews.com

Jesus Festival 

Photos by 
Miriam Swanson
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Blood drive at
Evangelical Church

American Red Cross will 
hold a blood drive from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Friday, Aug. 1, at the 
Evangelical Church Activity 
Center, 1347 Long St. 

To schedule a time slot, call 
1-800-733-2767 (RED CROSS) 
or visit RedCrossBlood.org 
and enter SweetHomeComm.  
Those with O, B- or A- blood 
types can maximize their 
blood donations by making 
a Power Red donation. Red 

blood cells are the most com-
monly transfused blood com-
ponent. 

Annual Rummage 
& Craft Sale

The Sweet Home Genealog-
ical Society will hold its Sum-
mer Rummage & Craft Supply 
Sale from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Friday and Saturday, Aug. 1-2, 
at 1223 Kalmia St.

Donations for the rummage 
sale may be delivered on Tues-
days and Wednesdays from 10 

a.m. to 4 p.m. They will accept 
clean items in good condi-
tion; no large furniture, TVs or 
clothes.

Vendors can rent a space 
to sell crafts/supplies from 
$5 to $15. Stop by the build-
ing during open hours, or call 
(541) 818-0578.

Spend time at 
Healing Garden

Lebanon Community Hos-
pital is hosting a series of 
monthly cultural events at 

the Boulder Falls Event Cen-
ter and patio, 605 Mullins Dr. 
through the summer. 

Garden Grooves Commu-
nity Concert; Saturday, July 
26, at 6 p.m. - The Fabulous 
Bad Cats, an original rock-
in’ blues band, will play clas-
sic hits from Johnny Cash to 
Prince. They have performed 
throughout the Pacific North-
west since 2002.

Melodies and Masterpiec-
es: Sunday, Aug. 3, from 1-3 
p.m. - The Orchid Trio, a Port-
land-based string trio, shares 
chamber music appreciation. 
Enjoy music while learning 

new art forms: Japanese origa-
mi class from 1-2 p.m., koke-
doma (moss ball) class from 
1-2 p.m., koto (a Japanese in-
strument) demonstration at 2 
p.m.

Healing Garden Lecture: 
Thursday, Sept. 18, at 6 p.m 
- Diane Durston, curator 
emeritus from the Portland 
Japanese Garden, will discuss 
Japanese philosophies of Wabi 
Sabi and forest bathing. Regis-
tration is required.

For more information or to 
register, visit samhealth.org/

Alice Hanscam
Oct 15, 1931 - July 16, 2025

In loving memory of Al-
ice May (Hyland) Hanscam, 
beloved mother, grand-
mother, great-grandmother, 
great-great-grandmother 
and friend, 
passed away 
peaceful ly 
on July 16, 
2025. She 
was 93 years 
old.

Born in 
White City, 
Kan., on October 15, 1931 
to Myrten and Elsie (Ram-
sey) Fleming. Alice lived a 
life filled with love, laughter 
and purpose. She spent her 
early years, through high 
school, in Hoquiam, Wash-
ington where she met Rob-
ert Hyland. Alice attended 
St. Peter Nursing School in 
Olympia, Washington. Ru-
mor has it that she would 
sneak out at night to see Bob 
when they were dating. They 
married in September 1952 
in Hoquiam. They lived in 

Nevada and Portland before 
settling in Sweet Home in 
1962 where Robert opened 
his dental practice. Robert 
passed away in 1995.

In 2001, she married 
Mervin Hanscam. Alice and 
Merv spent the next eigh-
teen years traveling, golfing 
and having great adventures 
together. They spent winters 
at their home in Desert Hot 
Springs. Mervin passed away 
in 2019.

Alice spent most of her life 
nurturing and caring for oth-
ers. She was a surgical nurse, 
ER nurse and the last twen-
ty-five years of her career, 
she was the Administrator 
of Twin Oaks Nursing Home. 
She mentored a number 
of young men and women 
throughout her career. Many 
still talk about her compas-
sion and grace she showed 
others while caring for them.

She volunteered her time 
in many local community or-
ganizations. Alice was active 
in Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 
Little League Baseball, AAU 
Swimming and for over 

ten years, she volunteered 
countless hours at the lo-
cal blood mobile. Alice was 
a long-time member of The 
United Methodist Church in 
Sweet Home and was a fif-
ty-nine-year member of the 
P.E.O. Sisterhood – (currently 
Chapter FA). She was award-
ed “Sweet Home Woman of 
the Year” for 1972 because of 
her community involvement 
and the impact her work left 
on the community.

Alice is survived by daugh-
ters: Lauri Carlson (Har-
vey), Diane Hyland-Edwards 
(Brian); sons: Larry Hyland 
(Brenda), David Hyland 
(Lynne), step-daughters: 
Chris Dahlenburg (Ben), 
Suzanne Aschinger (Thom-
as) and step-son: Steve 
Hanscam (Danielle). Her 
life was full and complete 
with 14 grandchildren, 15 
great-grandchildren and two 
great-great-grandchildren. 
She was preceded in death 
by Dr. Robert Hyland (hus-
band, 1995), Mervin Han-
scam (husband, 2019), broth-
ers: Don Fleming (1979), 

Calvin Fleming (1967), Dale 
Fleming (1966), Cecil Flem-
ing (2022) and sister: Iona 
Wallace (2001).

A Celebration of Life will be 
11:00 am, Saturday, Septem-
ber 27, 2025 at Sweet Home 
United Methodist Church. 
In lieu of flowers donations 
may be sent to: Linn Benton 
Community College to the 
Dr. Robert Hyland Memori-
al Scholarship Endowment; 
Sweet Home Alumni Foun-
dation to the Carlson Family 
Scholarship; or Alzheimer’s 
Association – 225 N. Michi-
gan Ave. Floor 17, Chicago, IL 
60601. Sweet Home Funeral 
Chapel is handling arrange-
ments www.sweethomefu-
neral.com.

Dale Roy Larsen
Sept. 27, 1956 - July 13, 2025

Dale Roy Larsen, 68, of 
Sweet Home, passed away 
Sunday, July 13, 2025. He was 
born September 27, 1956 to 
Arba Jean Larsen in Oroville, 
California.

He was born and raised 

in Oroville, 
California . 
Dale was 
m e d i c a l l y 
discharged 
from the 
Marines in 
1976. He 
m a r r i e d 
Barbara Sparks on April 1, 
1976 in South Lake Tahoe. In 
1992, he moved to Lebanon 
to open the new Walmart, 
and was the manager for 31 
years.

Dale enjoyed hunting, fish-
ing, golfing and restoring all 
kinds of vehicles.

He is survived by his wife 
Barbara Larsen of Foster; 
daughter Stacie Storey of 
Fountain Hills, Arizona; 
brother Robert Lee of Oro-
ville, California; sister Kayo-
na Larsen of Kellogg, Idaho. 
He was preceded in death by 
his parents and brothers: Bill 
Larsen and Frank Lee.

No services are planned. 
Sweet Home Funeral Chap-
el is handling arrangements 
www.sweethomefuneral .
com.

OBITUARIES

EVENTS

See Events, Page 6

Bob thoughtfully preplanned his funeral. 
Now he can get on with his life.

Got a plan? 

541-367-2891 |  SWEETHOMEFUNERAL.COM

Call us for personal assistance
with the funeral, memorial or 
cremation  arrangements of 
your choice

Donation to Search and Rescue
Photo courtesy of Nancy Patton

Organizers of this year’s Honoring the American Man event, held in June, present a 
check for $500 to the Linn County Search and Rescue team in memory of the late Jim 
Search, who worked for the Linn County Sheriff’s Office. The donation is intended to be 
used for training new recruits, medical supplies and equipment. Pictured, from left, are 
American Man organizer Nancy Patton, Sheriff Michelle Duncan, Emergency Manager 
Rick Lentz, Tyson Patton, American Man organizer Sheri McDaniel, Assistant Emergency 
Manager Meghan Becker and Sheriff’s Capt.  Andy Franklin.



| PAGE 3July 23, 2025 | The New Era

July 20
12:26 a.m. - Caller reported 

Samsung Galaxy A-15 cell-
phone stolen from their vehi-
cle while they were swimming 
in river on Upper Calapooia 
Dr. in area of Nichol Dr.  Re-
port taken. 

12:54 a.m. - Eric William 
Kauth, 36, arrested for crimi-
nal trespass II after reporting 
that he was unable to find his 
belongings at Quarry Park, 
3101 Zelkova St. City parks 
close an hour after sunset. Cit-
ed and released. 

2:23 p.m. - Crash reported 
in area of Quartzville Rd./Old 
Hufford Dr. Non-injury. Fur-
ther details not available at 
press time. Report taken. 

1:02 p.m. - Caller reported 
tires slashed in 700 block 27th 
Ave.  Officer responded, report 
taken for second-degree crim-
inal mischief. 

6:10 p.m. - Caller reported 
theft of beer from Foster Lake 
Market, 5401 Main St.  Report 
taken for theft III. Loss valued 
at $5. 
July 19

12:54 a.m. - Single-vehicle 
crash reported in 50400 block 
Quartzville Rd. One passenger 
transported with back pain. 
Report taken. 

9:30 a.m. - Kelly Duane Ke-
arns, 53, arrested on SHMC 
warrant for FTA in theft and 
concealed weapons cases, San-
key Park, 877 14th Ave. Cited 
and released. 

9:37 a.m. - Morgan Lee 
Belcher, 31, arrested on SHMC 
warrant for FTC in theft case, 
4800 block Main St. Cited and 
released. 

11:31 a.m. - Death investi-
gation in 1000 block 26th Ave. 
Report taken. 

6:55 p.m. - LCSO, Sweet 
Home Fire assisted in retriev-
ing individuals from ponds at 
Quarry Park, 3101 Zelkova. 
July 18

8:28 a.m. - Cody Michael 
Lobdell, 29, arrested by LCSO 
on SHMD warrant for FTC 
in theft case. Cited to appear 
Aug. 13. 

10:00 a.m. - James Wood, of 
Sweet Home, cited for unspec-
ified traffic violation in 28700 
block Liberty Rd. 

10:14 a.m. - Ulexis Marie 
Cloonan, 24, arrested by Al-

bany police on SHMC warrant 
for FTC trespassing case. Cited 
to appear Aug. 13. 

11:00 a.m. - Caller report-
ed neighbor left Bible on her 
porch in 1000 block 54th Ave., 
stated he was trespassing. Of-
ficer responded, left business 
card with neighbor, advised 
caller of her options. 

11:05 a.m. - Ricki Anne Orth, 
47, arrested by Lane County 
Sheriff’s Office on SHMC war-
rant for FTA in theft case. Cit-
ed to appear Aug. 13. 

11:35 a.m. - Stephanie Irene 
Starkweather, 37, arrested on 
AMC warrant for trespassing 
and theft, 1300 block 13th Ave. 
Cited and released. 

11:41 a.m. - Aleece Rochelle 
Woods, 39, arrested on SHMC 
warrants for FTA in trespass-
ing and theft cases, LCCC war-
rant for FTA in trespassing 
case. Caller had reported three 
people digging in trash bin in 
4600 block Main St. Woods cit-
ed and released. 

11:57 a.m. - Kari Michelle 
Wilkinson, 34, arrested on 
AMC warrant for FTC in theft, 
Linn County probation vio-
lation warrant in fraud case, 
44th Ave./Main St. Lodged at 
Linn County Jail. 

12:38 p.m. - Aelisha Drian 
Devine, 32, arrested by Alba-
ny police on SHMC warrant 
for FTA in disorderly conduct 
case. Cited to appear Aug. 13. 

12:42 p.m.  - Crash report-
ed in area of Hwy. 99/Lake 
Creek Dr., Halsey. Non-injury, 
non-reportable. Drivers ex-
changed information.

1:56 p.m. - Crash reported 
in 48200 block Quartzville Rd. 
According to LCSO, operator 

Warrants are out on the 
following individuals: Tra-
vis Alexander Ayres, Raymond 
Paul Binford, Christopher 
Frances Ciullo, Kelsey Nicole 
Ciullo, Hope Marie Connors, 
Ashlee Dee Flanagan, Sean 
Doyle Gay, Nicholas Gregory 
Godell, Aaron Thomas Hal-
vorson, Noe Hernandez-Reyes, 
Marcus Wesley Hesson, Mi-
chael Trevor Hilton, Faron 
Walter Kennedy, Tyler Bruce 
Lanz, Charles James Marvel, 
Thomas Junior McCarthey, 
Bryce William McGowan, 
Eric Wayne McKnight, Car-
rie Lynne Miller, Thomas El-
bridge Miller, James Keith 
Mortensen, Nicholas Alan 
Nelson, Luis Gerardo Pache-
co-Servin, Daniel Austin Phil-
lips, Tammy Lavonn Robinson, 
James Ryan Routon, Kristina 
Marie Sleutel, Joshua Alexan-
der Williams

Charges against Steven 
Lee Ballweber, 35, of rob-
bery III, harassment and 
theft III dismissed without 
prejudice July 15.

Raymond Paul Binford, 
35, charged July 17 with 
DUII (liquor), reckless driv-
ing, criminal driving while 
suspended or revoked, and 
failure to install IID. Charges 
allege he was convicted of 
DUII at least two other times 
(2021 and 2022).

Buzz Starr Dodson Jr., 27, 
sentenced July 14 to 25 days 
jail and 18 mos. supervised 
probation after pleading no 
contest to DV assault IV. A 
strangulation charge was 
dismissed.

Andrea Lynn Leilani Ken-
nedy, 36, sentenced July 18 
to one year suspension of a 

driver’s license, 10 days com-
pensatory service in lieu of 
jail, 18 mos. bench probation 
and a $100 fine after plead-
ing guilty to assault IV. A 
charge of failure to perform 
the duties of a driver to in-
jured persons was dismissed.

Dustin Aaron Mattew 
Lambert, 33, charged July 
18 with DV strangulation, DV 
assault IV, and harassment.

A strangulation charge 
against Rockie Eugene Wil-
liam Morse, 51, was dis-
missed without prejudice 
July 10.

Luis Gerardo Pache-
co-Servin, 28, charged July 
16 with theft I, forgery I and 
criminal possession of a 
forged instrument I.

Sean Mathew Pierce, 
41, charged July 17 with 14 
counts of encouraging child 
sexual abuse I. Bail set at 
$50,000.

Christian Michael Rog-
ers, 30, charged July 10 with 
theft III.

William Joseph Shinall, 
37, charged July 17 with 
sexual abuse II and sexual 
abuse III. He posted 10% of a 
$30,000 bail.

DATE

July
July
July
July
July
July
July

15
16
17
18
19
20
21

HIGH

91
97
87
91
84
76
76

LOW

48
56
55
54
52
54
52

DAY

Thur
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tues
Wed

HIGH

89
86
84
85
89
90
89

WEATHER

Partly Cloudy
Partly Cloudy
Mostly Sunny
Sunny
Sunny
Sunny

Mostly Sunny

LOW

53
54
52
53
55
56
56

PRECIP

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

TODAYS FIRE DANGER IS

HIGH
The fire danger information 
provided is current at the time 
of publication. For the latest and 
most accurate updates, please 

visit: oregon.gov/odf
Year to date: 19.24
July 24, 2024: 18.79

Foster Reservoir: 636.0
Green Peter Res.: 948.2

CURRENT LEVELS
WE SUPPORT THE NEW ERA!

PUBLIC SAFETY
Information for the Public Safety 

report and Courts in The New Era is 
sourced from local law enforcement 
and fire agencies. Addresses provid-
ed generally denote the location of 
the incident or arrest, occasionally 
indicating the origin of the call. In-
cident details, which may not always 
be available from agencies in time 
for publication in our weekly paper 
edition, are often updated online at 
sweethomenews.com as informa-
tion becomes available. Also, due to 
space limitations in our paper edi-
tions, content may be restricted to 
the most recent information, and a 
more extensive version of the Pub-
lic Safety Report will be available at 
sweethomenews.com. 

It is crucial to emphasize that our 
reporting of an individual’s arrest or 
citation for a crime does not imply 
guilt. Determination of guilt can only 
be established through legal pro-
ceedings in court. We commit sig-
nificant effort to following through 
as cases move through the judicial 
process.

Following is a list of abbreviations 
that may appear in our log reports: 
LCSO (Linn County Sheriff’s Office); 
SHPD (Sweet Home Police Depart-
ment); OSP (Oregon State Police); 
LCCC (Linn County Circuit Court); 
LCJC (Linn County Justice Court); 
SHMC (Sweet Home Municipal 
Court); LMC (Lebanon Municipal 
Court); AMC (Albany Municipal 
Court); FTA (failure to appear); FTC 
(failure to comply). A roman numer-
al listed after a charge means that 
the charge is that numbered-degree: 
theft I (first-degree theft).

See Public Safety, Page 13

Crossword KEY
Puzzle on page 13

SUDOKU KEY
Puzzle on page 13

CIRCUIT COURT

621 Main Street, Suite A
Located inside Thri	way

541-367-6777

Deal
of the 
WEEK!

SHOP AT SOUTH FORK TRADING CO. FIRST AND SAVE MONEY!

M-F 7:30-5:00 • Sat 8-4 p.m. • Closed Sunday
 4309 Main Street, Sweet Home, OR • 541-367-6844

Best Price • Best Selection • Best Service

subject to stock on hand 
valid thru 7-30-25 (with this ad)

$45.00
REG. $52.95

EA.

S
A

LE

3/8" 4X8 LP SMART
PANEL SIDING 8" OC
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A  L O C A L L Y  O W N E D  N E W S P A P E R

FROM OUR FILES

July 27, 1950
The second application of 
anti-mosquito spray (DDT) 
is scheduled this week in 
the early morning to prevent 
spray from damaging items 
on clotheslines and softening 
wax on parked cars. The 
first operation used 350 
gallons of a 5% DDT and 3% 
pyronone in an oil mixture, 
and this second application 
will use 500 gallons.
Frontier Days queen 
candidates were outfitted 
with handmade pioneer-
fashioned outfits by members 
of the Sweet Home Women’s 
Club. The skirts were blue, 
red and brown cotton check 
with three tiers of ruffles, 
accessorized with matching 
sunbonnets and purses.

July 24, 1975
The City of Sweet Home and 
Linn County had a tiff and 
are no longer living together. 
Linn County commissioners 
want to charge the city $10 
a day for keeping Sweet 
Home prisoners in county jail, 
so the city countered with 
an $85 charge per month 
for the deputies using the 
police station. Dissatisfied 
with this turn, the Sheriff’s 
Department is moving to the 

U.S. Forest Service’s Sweet 
Home Ranger District office.
A plan to build an airport on 
the land owned by TOMCO 
and Jim Stock, east of Sweet 
Home, was considered by 
Linn County Commissioners. 
They decided to further 
explore the proposal and 
applicable laws with the City 
of Sweet Home.

July 26, 2000
The U.S. Dept. of Justice and 
Willamette Industries came 
to an agreement regarding 
Clean Air Act issues relating 
to some of Willamette’s 
composite panel and 
plywood plants. Willamette 
agreed to install air emission 
control equipment and 
emission control devices 
that destroy volatile organic 
compounds, as well as pay 
an $11 million fine and fund 
$8 million in environmental 
projects.
A bull owned by Ron 
Blackwell, of Crawfordsville, 
earned the title of supreme 
champion bull at the Linn 
County Fair. The bull, named 
Kalapuya Tailor 602 C, is 
only five months old and is 
expected to weigh more than 
800 pounds by September.

A crowd lines the banks of Foster Lake to enjoy the thrill of 
hydroplane races, one of the more popular features of the 
1975 Sportsman’s Holiday celebration.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Loss of Oregon 

Jamobree hurts
Editor: 

I owned Trash to Treasure 
for 13 years, first downtown 
across from A&W and then 
I moved out to the old Radi-
ator Supply building next to 
O&M Tire.

I do not know any details 
about how or why this is the 
last year for the Oregon Jam-
boree But I will share what 
it meant to me as a business 
owner in Sweet Home.

Our business doubled 
and even tripled in income 
during the Oregon Jamboree 
weekend. It was also the only 
Sunday I ever stayed open.

We had a great time with 
the fans as they came into 
town. We had contests. We 
decorated our entire store for 
the weekend. We stood out 
on the sidewalk on Wednes-
day and waved at the Oregon 
Jamboree fans as they pulled 
into Sweet Home with their 
RVs. 

We had red signs on a pole 
made, saying Welcome Jam-
boree Fans, and we put the 
pole in our flagpole holes up 
and down Main Street and 
Long Street. 

We decorated our win-
dows and the Jamboree of-
fered a contest for best win-
dow (Trash to Treasure won 
one year, when we did Red 
Solo Cup.)

We stocked up on cowboy 
hats, cowboy boots, denim 
skirts and anything country 
we could sell! I made baskets 
for the auction they would 
have at the Oregon Jambo-
ree, I had fans come and buy 
furniture ( yes furniture) and 
hold it for them until Mon-
day when they rolled out of 
town after the event, I had 
fans donate items to me each 
year when they came back 
for the Oregon Jamboree.

I also know of many busi-
nesses that depended on the 
Oregon Jamboree to keep 
their business a float.

This will be difficult on our 
community! Not maybe but 
will.

Again, I do not know all 
the reasons for closure of the 
Oregon Jamboree, but I do 

know it hurts very badly and 
we will miss it.
Nancy Patton 
Sweet Home

The Sweet Ride Charity 
Car Show for Kids was a 

success! 
This year was great – music 

by DJ Michael was right on, 
and the weather was perfect.

Many thanks to the found-
ers Larry and Susan Angland, 
the Board of Directors and 
the 28 volunteers that pulled 
this show together. With so 
many moving parts it takes 
an army to be successful.

We had 141 registered ve-
hicles with many more un-
registered, which showed up 
at the last minute.

The vehicle participants 
included cars and trucks 
from all eras, 4x4s, motorcy-
cles, mini trucks, a semi, plus 
many more. 

We gave 61 trophies this 
year, 25 voted on by Doern-
becher kids and their friends.

We also brought back Peo-
ple’s Choice (voted on by 
spectators) and Participants’ 
Choice (voted on by regis-
tered participants); these 
winners were automatically 
added to the marketing cam-
paign for next year, along 
with the Best of Show, Best 
Semi, 4x4, and Motorcycle.

Last year we had a young 
man, Clinton Corrington, 
driving around the show; his 
dad built him a replica of a 
Kenworth W900 with a side 
tilt dump trailer. 

He was chosen as a Kids 
Pick but left due to heat be-
fore we could acknowledge 
his awesomeness. 

Well, this year he was back 
and we were honored to have 
him hand out the Best Semi 
trophy and to stay to be on 
our marketing campaign for 
next year.

We had one hiccup in the 
show with the T-shirts show-
ing up really, really late; how-
ever, the show participants 
were very gracious and un-
derstanding. We only had a 
few people that left before 
receiving their T-shirts and 
it’s being handled!

Two new additions includ-

ed an RC Offroad obstacle 
course and 1/24th scale fun-
ny car drag strip. 

The RC course was a huge 
hit with the kids and adults, 
but the drag strip/cars 
couldn’t get “up to speed” 
(the tables could not get lev-
eled enough). However, we 
have a plan for next year!

The burn out pit was a suc-
cess, with Alex Justice tak-
ing best show when the car 
spooled then blew flames 
out the pipe on the hood. 
There were five registered 
vehicles that took part in the 
“All American Burn-Out,” as 
Clint from Santiam Sound 
described it. 

Vehicles paid $10 to pull 
onto the pit except Veterans, 
who played for free (thank 
you for your service, Josh).

 Devon Dixon performed 
with his '57 Chevy pickup to 
get the show started. Josh 
Noble in his Monster Red '71 
Nova, Sawyer Aiello in his '94 
Toyota pickup, Eric Munts in 
the ’90’s Danger Ranger and 
Alex Justice in his ‘91 Nissan 
240 SX. When asking Alex 
how it felt, he stated, “Well, 
I am on my lunch hour from 
work, thought I would come 
down and check it out.”

Alex not only was on lunch 
from Point S – O&M Tire but 
won the $200 Burn Pit certif-
icate. All the proceeds, plus 
$250, are donated to the ABC 
House for assessment and 
support services for local 
children and youth.

This year we made sure to 
have shade for participants 
during the awards in front of 
the stage area. The generos-
ity towards our charities of 
focus is awesome! I want to 
thank all the sponsors, ven-
dors, participants, and the 
public for supporting our 
event.

Again, thank you to every-
one, especially the volun-
teers who worked tirelessly 
to make this event happen.

Rubber side down & keep 
cruisin’!
Kimi Nash 
Director
Sweet Home Sweet Ride 
Car Show

HOW CAN YOU SUPPORT LOCAL NEWS?
and we have been - since 1929!

We're all about east Linn County

1313 Main Street | 541-367-2135 | sweethomenews.com

Advertise

Subscribe or give a
gift subscription

Make a tax-deductible donation 
by scanning the QR code
(Community Journalism Donation Program, a 501(c)(3))

Thank an Advertiser



| PAGE 5July 23, 2025 | The New Era
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AUTO REPAIR

(541) 367-2992

Shawn Anderson Owner,
Sweet Home

Auto Repair

LOVE WHERE YOU LIVE, SHOP WHERE YOU LIVE.

INSURANCE

(541) 367-5121
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INSURANCE

(541) 367-2141

����������������
Joel Keesecker

JOLENE 
MULLENIX
Loan Consultant
NMLS #853502

(541) 570-2322

NMLS#174457

www.loanDepot.com/jmullenix

LOANS

Equal Housing Opportunity | 56 E. Airport Rd., 
Lebanon, OR 97355. loanDepot.com, LLC NMLS ID 

174457. Licensed by the OR Division of Finance and 
Corporate Securities, Mortgage Lending ML-4972. 

(091923 120284-1723)

PLUMBING

(541) 367-5655

CCB #238181

New Construction • Remodels
Repairs • Service • Water Heaters

OWNER - MITCH CARTER
Office Hrs: Mon-Thu 8am - 4pm

INC.
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SWEET HOME
RV CENTER LLC

RV Sales, Service, Repair, Parts,
Appliances, Awnings, Propane, Solar and Batteries!

RV Waste Dump Open 24/7  Stop in Today!
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RV SALES & SUPPLIES

(541) 367-4293

REAL ESTATE

2345 S. Santiam Hwy., 
Lebanon, OR 97355

(541) 258-6100
���������������������������������

Family Owned

pointstire.com/sweethome

4420 Hwy 20

541 367 4579 (Alignment)
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TIRE / AUTO REPAIR

(541) 367-2462

EQUIPMENT

(541) 451-5213

"Powerful Equipment, Local Service"

1215 W Airway Road
Lebanon OR 97355

CascadePowerLebanon.com

Hours: M-F 8am-5pm
Sat 8am-noon

Jami Cate announces 
bid for Senate seat

Rep. Jami Cate an-
nounced last week that 
she is running for the 
Oregon Senate District 6 
seat, currently occupied 
by Cedric Hayden, whose 
term ends in January 
2027. 

Oregon’s primary elec-
tion is May 19, 2026, 10 
months after Cate’s an-
nouncement on July 19. 

Cate has represented 
state House District 11, 
which includes all of Linn 
County except for Alba-
ny, Millersburg and Tan-
gent, and Jefferson and 
Marion in Marion Coun-
ty, since 2021.

A fifth-generation 
farmer from rural Leba-
non, Cate said in a state-
ment that she will bring 
“common-sense leader-
ship, deep community 
roots, and commitment 
to rural values to the 
State Senate.”

“Rural Oregon deserves 
a voice that fights for our 
farms, forests, and free-
doms,”

said Cate. “As your state 
representative, I’ve stood 
firm against overregula-
tion and Portland-driven 

agendas, advocating for 

wildfire recovery, agri-
culture, and accountable 
governance. I’m running 
for Senate District 6 to 
continue this work, en-
suring our communities 
thrive for the next gener-
ation.”

Among her accom-
plishments in office, 
Cate said she has been a 
leader in wildfire recov-
ery efforts, pushed for 
accountability at every 
turn, and defended con-
stitutional rights.
Her list of priorities, if 
elected, includes: 

• Protecting Rural 
Economies: Supporting 

Jami Cate

See Jami Cate, Page 6

SUPT. PROTEST
From page 1
ing principal at Sweet Home 
Junior High School in the fall 
of 2020.

Martin took on the role of 
acting superintendent on May 
2, 2022,  after then-Supt. Lisa 
Riggs took a leave of absence 

beginning on that date. Riggs 
officially resigned from the 
role of superintendent on June 
30, 2022, after serving roughly 
six months in the position. 

On Nov. 14, 2022, School 
Board members unanimously 
voted to make Martin’s posi-
tion permanent.  

“Terry has done a good job 

of stepping in in a positive way 
that has helped unify our dis-
trict,” said then-Board Chair-
man Mike Reynolds at the 
time. “Morale is way up. The 
board feels that we are willing 
to take a chance and have him 
lead the district forward, and 
has faith that he will do so. He’s 
doing a great job.”

By Scott Swanson
Of The New Era

The newly constituted 
Sweet Home School Board 
got rolling Monday, July 14, 
with the swearing-in of five 
newly elected members and 
the election of new board of-
ficers. 

Sworn in were Dustin Nich-
ol for Position 1 (Holley), 
Amanda Carter for Position 
2 (Liberty), Rachel Maynard 
for Position 5 (At Large), Mike 
Adams for Position 7 (At 
Large) and Erin Barstad for 
Position 8 (At Large). 

Carter and Adams were 
re-elected, Carter running 
unopposed and Adams de-
feating challenger Robert Eg-
ner for the seat. 

No candidates filed for the 
Holley seat in the May 20 
election, but Nichol was the 
top vote-getter out of 280 
write-in votes for 85 individ-
uals, finishing with 87, ahead 
of former board member Da-

vid Kem. 
Barstad and Maynard are 

newcomers to the board, 
Barstad defeating Matthew 
Bechtel for the Zone 8 seat. 

Maynard and Carter were 
not present at the meeting, 
but Maynard participated re-
motely, as did Massey. 

Floyd Neuschwander, who 
occupies the Cascadia seat, 
was elected board chair af-
ter a nomination by Mary 
Massey (Foster) and a second 
from Maynard. 

Neuschwander, who has 
been a board member since 
2023,  received votes from 
Massey, Maynard, Barstad 
and Jenna Northern (Craw-
fordsville).

Voting no were Keene, who 
nominated Adams for chair, 
Adams and Nichol. 

Adams was elected vice 
chair and Massey secretary, 
both unanimously. 

In other action, the board 
approved a list of what Neus-

chwander described as “boil-
erplate stuff” for the new 
members, noting that most 
of the firms have served the 
district for years. 

Those were mostly deci-
sions to renew agreements 
with various firms that ad-
vise the district in legal and 
other matters for the 2025-26 
fiscal year. 

They included: 
n Designating Supt. Terry 

Martin as Chief Administra-
tive Officer, District Clerk; 
Hearings Officer, and as the 
district’s signature author-
ity on all state and federal 
grants;
n Designating Business 

Manager Kevin Strong as the 
district’s deputy clerk, cus-
todian of funds and budget 
officer;
n Authorizing Martin and 

Strong to handle district 
funds;

New School Board members sworn 
in; Neuschwander elected chair

See Schools, Page 13
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Elm Street Baptist Church
Sunday Services:

9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship

5:00 pm Prayer Meeting
1150 Elm St. Sweet Home

541-367-5883

Mt. Calvary
Missionary Baptist

Church

1042 Pleasant Valley Rd.
541-818-0022

Sunday Service 11am
Come join us!

 Bible Study
10 am Sundays.

1266 44th Ave.  PO Box 515

New Life
Fellowship

(formerly Sweet Home Mennonite)

In Christ

541-367-2848 • shnlic.org

10:30 a.m. Worship Service
10:30 a.m. Children’s Church

541-367-2530
Father Theodore Lange

St. Helen 
Catholic Church
�����������������������

www.sweethomecatholicchurch.com

Holy Mass
Sat. at 5:30 pm & Sun. at 9:00 am
Tues 5:30 pm & Wed-Fri 8:30 am

Confessions
Before Masses or 1st, 2nd & 3rd Sat.

4:00 - 5:00 pm

For Sacramental information call

A Reconciling Congregation

11:00 am Worship
Free Meal - Tue, Wed & Fri - 5:00 pm

6th & Ironwood • 541-367-3073

Open Hearts,
     Open Minds,
          Open Doors

Sweet Home
   United
       Methodist
          Church

GATHERING
TIME

10:45 A.M.
890 Mountain View Rd.
541-967-HOPE (4673)

www.hope.church/sweethome

For where two or three are gathered together 
in My name, I am there in the midst of them.

-Ma�hew 18:20

Sweet Home
Evangelical Church
Join us Sunday 10:30 am

FOLLOW US AT:
FACEBOOK.COM/SWEETHOMEEC

1347 Long Street • 541-367-4357

WWW.EASTLINNPROPERTYMANAGEMENT.COM
(541) 367-7368   |   KARYN.ELPM@GMAIL.COM

Introducing this charming 3-bedroom, 
2-bath home in desirable Sweet Home, 
OR. Enjoy a spacious kitchen with range, 
fridge, dishwasher, and 
microwave—great for cooking and 
entertaining. The 2-car garage o ers 
plenty of parking and storage, plus 
washer/dryer hookups add 
convenience. Pets allowed with a $250 
deposit and $50 monthly rent per pet. 
Don’t miss your chance to make this 
your home sweet home!

FOR RENT - 4462 LIVE OAK ST, SWEET HOME

$2200
RENT

3
BED

2
BATH

1000
SQ.FT.

LARGE
BACK YARD!

Welcome to this charming 2-bedroom, 
1.5-bath home in the delightful town of 
Sweet Home, OR. Enjoy a comfortable, 
convenient layout with a kitchen 
equipped with a range and fridge. A 
dedicated laundry room adds everyday 
ease. Step outside to a spacious 
backyard—ideal for outdoor activities or 
gardening. This inviting home o ers a 
lifestyle of comfort and convenience. 
Come see it for yourself!

FOR RENT - 321 11TH AVE, SWEET HOME

$1550
RENT

2
BED

1.5
BATH

1000
SQ.FT.

MOVE IN
READY

Sweet Home
Pregnancy Care Center

Open Mon. & Wed. 12-5pm
1344 Main St. • SHPregnancy.org • 541-367-2447

Free parenting classes to help
with practical resources & information.

LebanonHealingGardens or 
contact Brandy O’Bannon at 
bobannon@samhealth.org.

Local author 
book reading

Local author Jim Corley and 
his granddaughter, Madalyn 
Coleman, will present a read-
ing of a book they co-authored 
at 2 p.m. on Saturday, July 26, 
at the Sweet Home Public Li-
brary, 1101 13th Ave.

The children’s book (ages 
4-8), “The Water Speaks: A 
Wilderness Adventure of 
Friendship,” follows the story 
of a grumpy wolverine and a 
sensitive lynx, a pair who don’t 
like each other but learn valu-
able lessons from a wise owl.

Community Market
every Saturday

Sweet Home’s Community 
Market is held every Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. through 
Sept. 27 in Library Square, at 
the corner of Kalmia Street 
and 12th Avenue. 

Some two dozen vendors 
sell a wide range of food and 
other fun stuff. Space is avail-
able for a limited number of 
vendors. For more informa-
tion or to apply to be a vendor, 
visit www.sweethomeor.gov/
community/page/2025-com-
munity-market-vendor-appli-
cations-open-now or contact 

Joy Kistner at (541) 367-5007. 

Deliver for Meals 
on Wheels

Meals on Wheels of Sweet 
Home is in urgent need of 
volunteer drivers, delivering 
free meals to local seniors and 
disabled adults in the Sweet 
Home area. 

Delivery days are Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Fridays. The 
role is best suited for people 
available in the mid-day, as 
meals go out at noon. Volun-
teers work one to two days a 
week for about 2.5 hours each 
shift.

Meals on Wheels is man-
aged by Oregon Cascades 
West Council of Governments 
and operated by local vol-
unteers. Volunteers package 
fresh meals in the kitchen 
and the drivers deliver them. 
Many local people count on 
this food as a primary source 
of nutrition.

Email to volunteers@
ocwcog.org or call Heidi at 
541.812.6015. Each volunteer 
must fill out an application 
and complete a background 
check.

Stand By Me Day 
in Brownsville

The annual Stand By Me 
Day in Brownsville will be held 
Saturday, July 26, throughout 
Brownsville. More details to 
come.

EVENTS
From page 2

JAMI CATE
From page 5
agriculture, timber, and 
small businesses by reduc-
ing regulatory burdens.

• Wildfire Prevention and 
Recovery: Advancing mean-
ingful forest management 
to protect communities 
from future wildfires.

• Fiscal Responsibility: 
Opposing new taxes and 
demanding transparency 
in state spending, including 
ODOT and other misman-
aged agencies.

• Standing up for the Un-
born: Continuing to be an 
unabashed defender of 
those who do not have a 
voice, Jami Cate is the au-
thor of the only pro-life 
legislation that has actually 
passed the Legislature in re-
cent history, and has always 
been endorsed by Oregon 
Right to Life.

• Preserving Freedoms: 
Defending Constitutional 
and Second Amendment 
rights with proven results.

In addition to running a 
grass seed farm, Cate has 
also been a longtime mem-
ber of the  Lebanon Straw-
berry Festival, including 
serving as board chair and 
association treasurer; and 
has served in various lead-
ership capacities with the 
Lebanon Museum Founda-
tion; the Oregon Tall Fescue 
Commission; and the Leb-
anon Community Founda-
tion.

Cate listed nearly 30 en-
dorsements from local poli-
ticians and law enforcement 
officials in her candidacy 
announcement. 

Sen. Fred Girod, who for-
merly represented much 
of Linn County before re-
districting moved east Linn 
County out of Senate Dis-

trict 9, described Cate as 
“smart, articulate, and a 
counterweight to Portland's 
extreme liberal agenda.”

“I trust her to support our 
rural way of life. She simply 
is the best.”

Linn County Commis-
sion Chair Roger Nyquist 
said: “When our communi-
ty needs something, Jami 
Cate is there, every time. I 
am honored to endorse her 
and am committed to help-
ing her get elected. Jami will 
be a strong voice for Linn 
County and rural Oregon in 
the Senate.”

“Jami Cate was a leader 
in pushing back on the hor-
rific drawdowns at Green 
Peter and Lookout Point 
Dams, and the damages 
they've caused our commu-
nities,” said Lebanon Mayor 
Kenneth Jackola. “She has 
worked to keep our citizens 
informed to help amplify 
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2025 Logger Olympics Winners

Relay first place winners are, representing Rice Logging Snow Peak, from left: Ryan Huss, 
Nate Adams, Doug Rice, Ben Terry and Travis Bowser. Finish time 1:31.90. 

Relay second place winners are, representing CTS, from left: Lewis Conn, Christian Keeney, 
Joe Batchelor and Jordan Newport. Finish time 1:35.50.

 Relay third place winners are, representing Rice Logging Springfield, from left, Blane 
Mendors, Josh Gibbs, Lyle Lowery and Wyatt Snapp. Finish time 1:39.00. 

Relay fourth place winners are, representing Rice Logging 
North Valley, from left, Gabe Caldera, Juan Ocon, Austin 
Durlan and, not pictured, Dustin Nichol. Finish time 1:43.33. 

Relay fifth place winners are, representing THI Timber 
Harvesting, from left, Kody Marvin, Kaden Dodd, Rodney 
Camper, and, not pictured, Payton Johnson. Finish time 
1:43.80. 

Relay sixth place winners are, representing Burke Logging, 
from left, Dillon Stutzman, Adam Cooley, Jason Burke and 
Brock Crocker. Finish time 1:44.80. 

Thank An Advertiser!
At The New Era, we believe in the power of community. Our mission is 

to keep you informed, connected, and engaged with the news that 
matters most to you. But we couldn't do it without the incredible 

support of our local advertisers.

These businesses make it possible for us to deliver quality journalism 
straight to your door, and their commitment to Sweet Home speaks 

volumes. Every ad, every mention, helps keep local news thriving.

So next time you’re out and about, we encourage you to stop, shop, and 
take a moment to thank our advertisers for their continued support. 
They are part of what makes The New Era possible, and together, we 

can keep local news alive.

We truly appreciate our readers and our businesses alike. Your support 
means the world to us!   Thank you for being part of this  journey.

Scott & Miriam Swanson and The New Era Staff 
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U-PICK
BLUEBERRIES

U-PICK
BLUEBERRIES

541-335-9005541-335-9005
39880 Crawfordsville Dr

Sweet Home

Junior Choker Setting Age 6-7 winners are, from left, (9) Stanley Jorgensen (19.23), (7) Colt 
Keeney (14.75), (6) Travis Parks (12.13), (5) Sawyer Anderson (10.62), (8) Dawson Albrecht 
(17.37), (4) Leo Davis (9.93), (3) Timmy Holley (9.57), (2) Quinton Aiello (9.15) and (1) Adalynn 
Camper (8.87) and Rodney Camper, who was the top finisher in the age 3-5 competition. 
Behind them are the Sportsman’s Holiday Court. 

Production Power Saw winners are, from left, (6) Christian 
Keeney (time not available), (5) Micah Wright (1:03.44), (4) 
Wyatt Aiello (48.78), (3) Nick Dishaw (46.19), (2) Jordan 
Newport (45.30) and (1) Kody Marvin (34.38). 

Pole Climbing winner Dillon Stutzman

Accompanied by Sportsman’s Holiday Court members are Junior Choker Setting Age 8-9 
winners, from left, (4) Olivia Farris (16.68), (3) Elly Manley (8:12), (2) Bill Sieg (6.88) and (1) Finn 
Cooley (6.44). 

2025 Logger Olympics Winners
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This week’s ICEBOX Performer of the 
Week goes to Cody Conner!

Cody has taken his role as our IT 
specialist by the reins and is doing an 
outstanding job keeping everything 

running smoothly behind the scenes. 
From solving tech headaches to 

implementing new systems, he’s making 
it all happen.

Cody brings an approachable presence 
that makes it easy for anyone to ask 

questions. His friendly attitude, sharp 
mind, and ever-present smile turn even 

the most frustrating moments into 
minor blips.

“Thanks for keeping us running 
smooth, Cody!”

4 Days ONLY 
July 24th - 27th

Book Now!

HOSTED BY:
The Rusty Bucket
Sweet Home, OR

Tickets Available at: ShakyGroundsCafe.com

Open Axe Throw winners are, from left, (6) Sawyer Anderson, (5) Joe Bachelor, (4) Dillon 
Stutzman, (3) Ben Terry, (2) Christian Keeney and (1) Jon Farris. We missed getting a photo 
of the Novice Axe Throw winners, who were (6) Dale Luckman, (5) Micah Wright, (4) Andrew 
Falk, (3) James Davis, (2) Tyles Holley and (1) Juan Ocon.

Choker Setting winners are, from left, (6) Josh Gibbs (8.87), (5) Ben Terry (8.62), (4) Gabriel 
Caldera (8.44), (3) Blake Meadors 8.07, (2) Ryan Huss (7.16), and Nathan Adams (6.81).

1313 MAIN STREET |  541-367-3135
SWEETHOMENEWS.COM 

SUBSCRIBESTAY INFORMED. STAY CONNECTED.
• Delivered to your door or your inbox
• Breaking news, local events & in-depth reporting
• Comprehensive coverage of sports, police and courts, 
   city council, and the issues that matter most to our community

Flanked by Sportsman’s Holiday Court members, in rear, 
are Junior Choker Setting Age 13-14 winners, from left, (4) 
Jaxson Burke (11.50), (3) Ace Davis (7.96), (2) Wiley Farris 
(7.91) and (1) Ryder Farris (6.25). 

Powder Puff Axe Throw winners are, from left, (6) Lauren 
Parks, (5) Brooke Burke, (4) Hailey Hill, (3) Wendi Melcher, (2) 
Jaden Flanagan and (1) Aissa Buenaventura. 
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1010 MAIN STREET • 541-367-4893
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Single Combo $10.99 | Double Combo $11.99

Regular
$3.99
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Bites Around the Block: 
Discover Local Yum!

We invite you to embark 
on a culinary adventure. 

Rediscover your town
one plate at a time. 

Dine with pride, knowing 
that with every bite, 

you’re celebrating our 
local heritage, traditions, 

and community spirit.

FREE POOL ALL DAY EVERY DAY!

PUB & GRUB
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 11A.M. - 2:30A.M.

1200 12TH AVE, SWEET HOME • 541-367-5119

Animals Galore, Fun for All at Fair

Performer Lou Mack, of Jump! The Ultimate Dog Show, puts 
one of his rescue canines through its paces in front of an 
appreciative audience at the Fair. 

Photo by James Swanson
Hunter Hayes performs on the main stage Saturday evening. 

Photo by James Swanson
One-man band Eric Haines plays as he goes during a stroll 
through the Fair Saturday. For many more photos, visit 
sweethomenews.com. 

Photos by Scott Swanson
Local veterinarian Dr. Steve Hiett, left, chats with Sweet Home 
FFA members Emma Lehr, center, and Natasha Marin in the 
livestock barn as Lehr waits to auction off her Boer goat. 

A rocket created from Legos 
by Avery Southard of Sweet 
Home is one of the winners 
in the Arts and Crafts 
competition at the fair. 
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DIAL-A-BUS

SWEET HOME SHOPPER

CURB TO CURB IN SWEET HOME
MON-FRI 7 AM - 4 PM
CALL TO SCHEDULE
OFFICE HOURS 8-4

MON-SAT 9 AM - 4 PM
SHOP LOCAL- 4 TRIPS A DAY 

THROUGH TOWN

LINN SHUTTLE
MON-FRI 6 AM - 10 PM - 10 ROUTES PER DAY
SAT 7 AM - 7:30 PM - 6 ROUTES PER DAY
CALL FOR APPROVED FLAG STOPS

STUDENTS RIDE FREE WITH STUDENT ID  |  ALL OTHERS $1 PER TRIP
ELECTRONIC TICKETS - DOWNLOAD THE TOKEN TRANSIT APP: TOKENTRANSIT.COM
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE OFFICE OR ON THE BUS. 
ONLY CASH ACCEPTED BY DRIVERS (EXACT AMOUNT, NO CHANGE AVAILABLE)

SWEET HOME:
FOSTER
SH CITY HALL
HOY'S HARDWARE
13TH & KALMIA
SHEA POINT

LEBANON:
WALMART
LBCC
PARK & OAK

ALBANY:
LBCC MAIN CAMPUS
TRAIN STATION
HERITAGE MALL
DOWNTOWN
SAT ONLY: KOHL'S & WINCO

541-367-4775  |  LINNSHUTTLE.COM | F I N D  U S  O N  F A C E B O O K

Commissioners OK health agreements

U10 Softball State Winners

By Alex Paul
Linn County Communications 

Public Health program 
agreements were front and 
center at the Tuesday, July 15, 
meeting of the Linn County 
Board of Commissioners.

Public Health Administra-
tor Todd Noble presented the 
commissioners with four re-
quests, all of which were ap-
proved.

The county approved an In-
tergovernmental Agreement 
with the city of Lebanon. Linn 
County will pay for public 
transportation services for in-
dividuals with disabilities. Linn 
County will reimburse the city 
$23.18 per eligible ride.

The agreement is contingent 
on Linn County receiving fund-
ing from the Oregon Depart-
ment of Human Services. The 
total is not to exceed $500,000 
for the contract which runs 
from July 1, 2025 through June 
30, 2027.

The commissioners ap-
proved an agreement with the 
Oregon Health Authority for 
the Intoxicated Driver Pro-
gram Fund. 

Linn County will provide 
services to individuals who 
have been adjudicated in local 
courts for Driving Under the 
Influence of Intoxicants. OHA 
will provide Linn County fund-
ing not to exceed $100,116 for 
services provided between July 
1, 2025 and June 30, 2027.

The commissioners ap-
proved an Intergovernmental 
Agreement with the Oregon 
Health Authority to provide 
Problem Gambling Prevention 

Services to increase public 
awareness of problem gam-
bling. 

OHA will provide Linn Coun-
ty with funding not to exceed 
$403,000 for services from July 
1, 2025 through June 30, 2027.

The commissioners ap-
proved an Intergovernmental 
Agreement with the Oregon 
Health Authority to provide 
services for the CHOICE Mod-
el Services program. 

OHA extended the origi-
nal expiration date from June 
30, 2025 to Dec. 31, 2025 and 
added funding, not to exceed 
$170,214.85.

n Approved an agreement 
to provide 21 beds at the Linn 
County Jail for Oregon Depart-
ment of Corrections inmates. 

The bed rate will increase 
from $103 per day to $110 
per day per bed. The agree-
ment will run through June 
30, 2027.
n Were asked by Troy Jones, 

a member of Friends of Gap 
Road, to pass a local resolution 
that would ban commercial 
solar facilities and large-scale 
battery storage operations 
on farmland zoned Exclusive 
Farm Use, much like neighbor-
ing Marion County has done.

Sweet Home’s U10 tournament softball team shows off their 
hardware after winning the USA Softball state “C” tournament 
June 27-29 and will not move on to a national tournament on 
Jamboree Weekend, Aug. 1-3, in Newberg. At the state C-level 
tournament, Sweet Home beat SC Crush 20-4, Grants Pass 
14-0, Fireballs Thomas 15-5, Oregon Blaze 10-2, Wilsonville 
Wildcats 15-8 and Oregon Blaze once again in the final, 16-4. 
Coach Emily Marchbanks said she “expected us to do pretty 
well” at the C-level, but she added that her team would have 
been “competitive” at the B level as well. Team members 
pictured are, from left, Annalee Hansen, Kaylee Sevier, 
Madison Kropf, Bristol McCutcheon, Makenna Miller, Avery 
Bondesen, Brooklynne Zehneer, Paityn Larsen and Natalie 
Dargis. In the rear are coaches Emily Marchbanks, Dakota 
Albrecht, Mackenzie Kropf and Josh Dargs. Team members 
not pictured are Raegan King and Sophia Valdenegro. 

Sweet Home City Council 
member Angelita Sanchez 
announced last week that 
she will run for the House 
District 11 seat after current 
Rep. Jami Cate announced a 
run for the Oregon Senate. 

Sanchez pledged “to bring 
common sense, courage, 
and rural representation 
back to Salem.”

“Our part of Oregon is 
full of hard-working fami-
lies who feel forgotten,” she 
said in a statement. “I am 
running to make sure their 
voices are heard loud and 
clear in the Capitol. We need 
another representative who 
understands our way of life 
— and is willing to fight for 
it.”

A seventh-generation Or-
egonian, Sanchez said she 
has deep roots in Sweet 
Home and the surrounding 
communities. Her distant 
grandfather Frank Kropf is 
the “Father of the Ryegrass 
Industry.” Her grandfather 
Ralph Myers worked in the 
mills and gave her the love 

of forestry, she said. Sanchez 
said she saw what it did to 
Myers when the mills closed. 

Sanchez said her cam-
paign will focus on: “protect-
ing rural jobs and natural 
resource industries;    de-
fending parental rights and 
educational choice; securing 
our communities and stand-
ing with law enforcement; 
rejecting unfunded man-
dates and urban overreach 
from Salem; and putting 
working Oregonians – not 
bureaucrats – first.”

Sanchez has worked in the 
legislature the last two years 
as an aide to Sen. Cedric 
Hayden (R-Fall Creek), who 
occupies the District 6 seat 
for which Cate is running.  

“Angelita has earned my 
endorsement for the Oregon 
House of Representatives 
because she’s proven herself 
to be a true grassroots ad-
vocate for the people of her 
community,” Hayden said in 
the statement issued by San-
chez. 

“Not only has she been a 

strong voice serving as a City 
Councilor in Sweet Home, 
she’s served in our Senate 
office as my legislative aide, 
engaging in complicat-
ed topics like health care, 
transportation taxes, and 
civil rights for families and 
people with disabilities. Her 
constituent service work is 
excellent.  She has earned 
her place to serve as a state 
representative through her 
actions and her heart for the 
people of this state.”

Angelita Sanchez

Angelita Sanchez announces House run

Sweet Home’s Junior National Green baseball team finished 
sixth in the state tournament held July 11-13 at Meldrum Bar 
Park in Gladstone. The Huskies opened the tournament 
facing Oregon City Coyle, the eventual champion, losing a 13-
12 heartbreaker. Later Friday, they beat Neah-Kah-Nie after 
NKN was disqualified when they exceeded the allowable 
pitch count. to move on to the second day. However, on 
Saturday morning they lost another close one, 18-17 to 
Portland Christian, to finish fifth. 
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CENTRAL WILLAMETTE CREDIT
UNION v. DESTINY L. WILSON and

ISAAC N. HOSKINS
SUMMONS – CASE NO. 25CV23154
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE STATE
OF OREGON FOR THE COUNTY OF 

Transform your bath
with a walk-in tub

855-963-6189
SCHEDULE A FREE
IN-HOME CONSULTATION

*Subject to 3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. Offers valid thru 7/31/25Offers valid thru 7/31/25

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 877-557-1912  
to schedule your free quote!

&

Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make

Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Call (866) 249−8679

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers 
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide! 

No Repairs. No Fuss.
• Fair Cash O� er
• Quick Closing
• No Realtor Fees

• No House Repairs
• Simple Home Sale
• Convenient Closing Date

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. 

If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.     ■ Free Pickup & Towing.      ■ Top Tax Deduction.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

LINN
TO: Destiny L. Wilson, the above-
named defendant.
You are hereby required to appear and 
defend the complaint filed against 
you in the above entitled action with-
in thirty (30) days from the date of the 
first publication of this summons, and 
in case of your failure to appear and 
answer, plaintiff for want thereof will
apply to the above entitled court for
the relief prayed for in its complaint,
to-wit:
1. For the principal sum of $11,006.00,
plus late fees in the amount of 
$156.87, plus accrued interest in the 
amount of $1735.92 through April 2, 
2025, plus interest accruing on the 
principal balance at the contract rate 
of 10.74 percent per annum ($3.238 
per diem) from April 3, 2025, until the 
date judgment is entered;
2. For Plaintiff ’s reasonable attorney

fees, costs and disbursements in-
curred herein;
3. For interest on the sum of para-
graphs 1 and 2 above at the contract
rate of 10.74 percent per annum, from
the date judgment is entered until 
paid in full; and
4. For such other relief as the court 
deems just and proper.
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: READ CARE-
FULLY!! YOU MUST "APPEAR" IN THIS 
CASE OR THE OTHER SIDE WILL WIN 
AUTOMATICALLY. TO "APPEAR" YOU 
MUST FILE WITH THE COURT A LE-
GAL PAPER CALLED A "MOTION" OR 
"ANSWER" THE MOTION OR ANSWER 
(OR "REPLY") MUST BE GIVEN TO 
THE COURT CLERK OR ADMINISTRA-
TOR WITHIN 30 DAYS OF THE DATE 
OF FIRST PUBLICATION SPECIFIED 
HEREIN ALONG WITH THE REQUIRED 
FILING FEE. IT MUST BE IN PROPER 
FORM AND HAVE PROOF OF SERVICE 
ON THE PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY OR, 
IF THE PLAINTIFF DOES NOT HAVE AN 
ATTORNEY, PROOF OF SERVICE UPON 
THE PLAINTIFF. IF YOU HAVE ANY 
QUESTIONS, YOU SHOULD SEE AN AT-
TORNEY IMMEDIATELY. IF YOU NEED 
HELP IN FINDING AN ATTORNEY, YOU 
MAY CONTACT THE OREGON STATE 
BAR'S LAWYER REFERRAL SERVICE 
ONLINE AT WWW.OREGONSTATEBAR.
ORG OR BY CALLING AT (503) 684-3763 
(IN THE PORTLAND METROPOLITAN 
AREA) OR TOLL-FREE ELSEWHERE IN 
OREGON AT (800) 452-7636.
This summons is published by order 
of Circuit Court Thomas A. McHill of 
the above-entitled Court made on the
2nd day of June 2025, directing pub-
lication of this summons once each 
week for four consecutive weeks in 
a newspaper of general circulation in
Linn County, Oregon.
Date of first publication: July 9, 2025
Date of last publication: July 30, 2025
Michelle M. Bertolino, OSB #912130
Of Attorneys for Plaintiff
FARLEIGH WADA WITT
121 SW Morrison, Suite 600
Portland, OR 97204-3136
(503) 228-6044
mbertolino@fwwlaw.com
(Jul. 9 - Jul 30)___________________

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR 
ENGINEERING SERVICES

Halsey-Shedd Fire Protection District 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE STATE 
OF OREGON FOR THE COUNTY OF 
LINN  IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF BRIAN ADAM PAPE, deceased, 
Case No. 25PB06128
NOTICE TO INTERESTED PERSONS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
undersigned has been appointed per-
sonal representative of the above es-
tate. All persons having claims against 
the estate are required to present the 
same, with proper vouchers, to said 
personal representative at the office 
of Jessica K. Meyer, Jessica K. Meyer 
Law, 80 E. Maple St., Lebanon, Oregon 
97355, within four months of the date 
of first publication of this notice, or 
such claims may be barred.
All persons whose rights may be af-
fected by the proceedings may obtain
additional information from the per-
sonal representative or the attorneys 
for the personal representative at the 
address stated, or from the records of 
the Court.
Dated July 23, 2025.
David Jason Pape, Personal Rep-
resentative. Jessica K. Meyer, OSB 
#053242 Jessica
K. Meyer Law LLC, 80 E. Maple St., 
Lebanon OR 97355
(Jul. 23)________________________

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE
CONTENTS OF STORAGE ARE MISC 
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS
Unit B42  Samantha Tucker
Auction ends August 12th, 2025 
@10am on www.bid13.com
AMES CREEK STORAGE
898 MAIN STREET
SWEET HOME, 97386
541-367-4727
www.amescreekstorage.com
(Jul. 23 - Jul. 30)__________________

PURSUANT TO ORS CHAPTER 819
Notice is hereby given that the follow-
ing vehicle will be sold, for cash to the 
highest bidder, on 8/5/2025.
The sale will be held at 10:00am by 
THE LAST RESORT TOWING LLC
1534 QUEEN AVE ALBANY, OR
2006 FORD E-SERIES VAN VIN = IFTS-
S34P56DB00866
Amount due on lien $6682.00

Huge backyard sale! Held in honor 
of Mr. Dan Nowlin for memory care 
cost. We have computers, books, wall 
pictures, DVD and VHS Movies, CDs, 
vinyl records, some furniture, dishes, 
microwaves, and much more. If Mr. 
Nowlin was your 6th grade teacher 
and you loved him, please come sup-
port his cause at 316 8th Ave, Sweet 
Home. Located in the back yard 
through the double gate running July 
24th-August 5th Open 10am-5pm. 
Will be closed on the 27th of July and 
the 3rd of August which are Sundays.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
STATE OF OREGON FOR THE

COUNTY OF LINN
In the Matter of the Estate of MARILYN 
JEANNIE HANSON AKA JEAN HAN-
SON, Deceased
No. 25PB05603
NOTICE TO INTERESED PERSONS NO-
TICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on June 
24, 2025, Joy Parker was appointed 
as Personal Representative of the 
above-referenced estate. All persons 
having claims against the estate are 
required to present them, with prop-
er vouchers, to the Personal Repre-
sentative or to Mary L. Sterling, At-
torney, at the addresses listed below, 
within four months after the date of 
first publication of this notice, or the 
claims may be barred. All persons 
whose rights may be affected by the 
proceedings may obtain additional 
information from the records of the 
court, the personal representative, or 
the attorney for the Personal Repre-
sentative. 
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE
Joy Parker
38980 Ridge Dr
Scio, OR 97374
ATTORNEY FOR PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVE
Mary L. Sterling, OSB #071771
P O Box 2805
Salem, OR 97308
Phone: (503) 581-6432
Email: mary@sterlingattorney.com
(Jul. 23 )________________________

is seeking proposals from qualified 
engineering firms to provide profes-
sional engineering services for the 
Seismic Rehabilitation of Halsey-
Shedd Fire Protection District - Shedd 
Fire Station 52. The project is located 
at 31922 B Street, Shedd, Oregon, 
97377.
Interested firms are required to at-
tend a Mandatory Pre-Proposal 
Conference scheduled for July 24th, 
2025, at 11:00 a.m. Proposals shall 
be submitted by firms that comply 
with the qualifications outlined in the 
RFP document. All interested firms 
must submit a Proposal pursuant to 
the requirements set forth in the RFP 
document. Proposals shall be mailed 
to Halsey-Shedd Rural Fire Protection 
District, Attn: Travis Hewitt, Fire Chief, 
P.O. Box 409,740 W 2nd Street, Halsey, 
OR 97348.
All proposals must be received by 
2:00 p.m. on August 7th, 2025. The 
full Request for Proposal document 
can be picked up on July 17th, 2025, 
at 740 W 2nd Street, Halsey, OR 97348.
The Request for Proposal document 
is also available by email. Please 
contact Travis Hewitt, Fire Chief, for a 
copy of the RFP.
For any questions or clarification, 
contact Travis Hewitt by email at 
thewitt@halseyfire.com or call 
541.369.2419.
LATE PROPOSALS WILL NOT BE AC-
CEPTED
Halsey-Shedd Rural Fire Protection 
District reserves the right to reject any 
or all proposals Received.
(Jul. 23)________________________ 

SERVICES DIVORCE $130 — Com-
plete preparation includes children, 
custody, support, property, and 
bills division. No court appearanc-
es. Divorced in 1–5 weeks possible. 
Call 503-772-5295 | www.parale-
galalternatives.com | legalalt@msn.
com
 
SERVICES Donate Your Vehicle 
to Help Veterans — Donate your 
car, truck, boat, RV and more 
to support our veterans! Fast, 
free pickup. Top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations: 1-866-
695-9265
 
SERVICES Donate Your Vehicle 
— Help the Blind — Get a break 
on your taxes! Donate your car, 
truck, or SUV to assist the blind 
and visually impaired. Free pick-
up. Generous tax credit for 2025. 
Call Heritage for the Blind: 1-844-
533-9173
 
SERVICES Sell Your House for Cash 
— AS IS! — No repairs, no fuss. 
Any condition. Simple 3-step pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer, get paid. 
Call Liz Buys Houses: 1-866-249-8679 
 
SERVICES We Buy Cars! — Sell your 
old, busted, or junk car with no 
hoops, haggles or headaches. Instant 
offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. 
Sell to Peddle: 1-855-980-4382 
 
SERVICES Bathroom Remodel in 1 
Day — Limited Time: $1000 off OR 
No Payments & No Interest for 18 
months (for those who qualify). Qual-
ity materials, professional installa-
tion. Senior & military discounts. 
BCI Bath & Shower: 1-844-847-9778 
 
SERVICES Safe Step Walk-In Tub — 
North America’s #1 walk-in tub with 
lifetime warranty. Now includes free 
shower package and $1600 off for 
a limited time! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step: 1-833-395-1433 
 
SERVICES Jacuzzi Bath Remod-
el — New custom bath or shower 
installed in as little as one day! 
For a limited time, ALL instal-
lation costs waived! Additional 
terms apply. Offer ends 9/30/25. 
Call: 1-855-341-5268
 
SERVICES Be Ready for Pow-
er Outages — Get a Generac 
Home Standby Generator with a 
free 5-year warranty (with qual-
ifying purchase). Free quote! 
Call: 1-877-557-1912
 
SERVICES Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator — May be covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence 
with the compact Inogen One. 
Long-lasting battery. Free info kit! 
Call: 855-839-0752
 
SERVICES Never Clean Gutters 
Again! — LeafFilter gutter protec-
tion: no-clog guarantee, lifetime 
transferrable warranty. Free in-
spection & no-obligation esti-
mate. Plus get 20% off — seniors 
& military save an extra 10%! 
Call: 1-855-536-8838
 
SERVICES Get DISH TV + Internet — 
Free install, free HD-DVR upgrade, 
80,000 on-demand movies. Lim-
ited time: up to $600 in gift cards! 
Call: 1-866-373-9175

Reputed owner(s) RASMUSSEN RON-
ALD RAY
(Jul. 23 - Jul. 30)__________________
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was driving too fast on gravel, 
crashed. Vehicle towed.  

2:37 p.m. - Deputy investigat-
ed full-size trampoline some-
one had set up on shore of Fos-
ter Lake in 44200 block Hwy. 20, 
in violation of U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineer regulations. 

3:13 p.m. - Sunshine Marie 
Dulaney, 47, arrested, after she 
turned herself in at SHPD, 1950 
Main St., for telephonic harass-
ment. Cited and released. 

3:56 p.m. - LCSO conducted 
death investigation in 50200 
block Quartzville Rd. Victim 
was middle-aged man, no evi-
dence of foul play. Report tak-
en. 

4:14 p.m. - Deputy located 
male lying along side of road in 
48300 block Quartzville Rd. Pro-
vided him with courtesy ride. 

4:53 p.m. - Jessica Rae Def-
fenbaugh, 39, arrested on AMC 
warrant for FTC in contempt 
case, SHPD, 1950 Main St. Cited 
and released. 

9:11 p.m. - Gilbert Alonzo 
Martinez, 49, arrested on SHMC 

warrant for FTA in disorderly 
conduct case, AMC warrant for 
FTA in theft case. 3100 block 
Main St. Cited and released. 

VARIETY OF SIZES, STYLES AND PRICE RANGES
WE SELL SHEDS

BUY OR RENT TO OWN
(36 OR 60 MONTH PAYMENTS)

90 DAY SAME AS CASH
SOME MODELS DISCOUNTED CALL OR STOP BY FOR DETAILS�

4309 Main Street • 541-367-6844

PUBLIC SAFETY
From page 3

n Designating the Local 
Government Investment Pool 
and Key Bank as depositories 
for district funds;
n Designating Pauly Rog-

ers and Co. of Portland as the 
district’s auditors of record;
n Designating Brown & 

Brown of Portland as the dis-
trict’s insurance agent of re-
cord;
n Designating the Hun-

gerford Law Firm of Oregon 
City, which specializes in ed-
ucational law, as attorney of 
record; 
n Authorizing cooperative 

purchasing agreements with 
other local education agen-
cies, county, state, and feder-
al agencies;
n Authorizing the School 

Board members to serve as 
the district’s Local Public 
Contract Review Board; and 
n Approving the retention 

of Portland-based food ser-
vices supplier Sysco to pro-
vide the district with food 
products and non-food sup-
plies for the upcoming school 
year. 

Student Numbers Down
Martin reported that dis-

trict staffing is nearly com-
plete – down to one vacancy, 
a Title 1 position at Foster, 
that he said would be filled 
soon. 

“We are anticipating a very 
small kindergarten class 
coming in,” he told board 
members, adding that there 
are 64 children registered, 
though “that will change 
as we come into the school 
year,” he predicted. 

For reference, Martin re-

ported in September 2024 
that the district had 148 kin-
dergarteners. 

“We have been anticipat-
ing smaller numbers with 
the birth rate and such, and 
it looks like that’s arrived,” he 
said at the July 14 meeting. 

In response to a question 
from Adams, Martin said the 
schools will move from two 
kindergarten classes to one 
next year. 

Long Range Planning
Strong said the district 

will begin working on a Long 
Range Facility Plan that will 
focus on the needs over the 
next 10 years, and he invited 
board members to partici-
pate. 

He noted that over the past 
decade “we’ve made some 
significant facility improve-
ments while the overall tax 
rate has decreased.”   

“We’re at a place right now 
where we would like to begin 
the planning process for the 
next 10 years,”  he said, add-
ing that community mem-
bers, staff and students will 
be involved, as well as up to 
four board members. 

The process will include 
several evening meetings, 
probably starting in August, 
and possibly tours of other 
schools during the day “to 
learn what they’re doing.” 

“It’s gathering ideas and 
coming back and kind of pri-
oritizing what you like and 
work with an architect, then, 
to maybe come up with some 
plans.” 

“Really, the goal is to po-
sition our facilities well for 
the next 75 years or more,” 
he said. “The purpose of the 

committee is to come back to 
the board with recommen-
dations, so you all will have 
the opportunity, then, before 
anything is finalized.” 

He said board members got 
first shot at joining the com-
mittee. 

Josh Darwood, mainte-
nance supervisor for the 
district, told the board  that 
“We’re at a real pivotable 
point in the district right 
now.”

“We’ve been improving a 
lot and there are a lot more 
improvements that we want 
to do. So I really encourage 
you guys to get involved.

“The more you guys get in-
volved, the better.”

Massey, Keene, Maynard 
and Barstad all volunteered. 

Board members later 
unanimously approved the 
hiring of GLAS Architects of 
Eugene to conduct a compre-
hensive facility assessment 
and update the district’s 
Long-Range Facility Plan. 

Strong said the work will be 
paid for by two grants total-
ling $80,000 and that GLAS, 
a firm “with a long history” 
of working with the district, 
scored the highest of five bid-
ders for the project. 

In other action, the board: 
n  Accepted the retirement 

of Angie Yon, special edu-
cation teacher at the Junior 
High, with the contingency 
to be placed on a post-re-
tirement agreement for the 
2025-26 school year.
n  After some discussion of 

alternatives, agreed to con-
tinue holding board meetings 
at 6:30 p.m. on the second 
Monday of each month. 

SCHOOL BOARD
From page 5

Find more extensive and 
updated Public Safety report 
listings at sweethomenews.
com. 
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By Sarah Brown
Of The New Era

As many as 145 old-timey 
trailers from all over the 
country converged on Pio-
neer Park for the annual Ral-
ly on the River Vintage Trail-
er Rally, held July 16-20.

Organized by Wade and 
Lisa Long, of Springfield, 
the event invites enthusiasts 
to harken themselves back 
to the early days of luxury 
camping.

The Longs held their first 
rally in 2016 to help Browns-
ville celebrate the 25th an-
niversary of the city’s Stand 
By Me Day. It was such a hit, 
Long said, that two years lat-
er the city asked him to host 
a rally every year.

This year they wanted the 
event to be a family rally.

“Most of them are adult-ori-
ented. We show our trailers, 
we visit and maybe have a few 
drinks,” Wade said. “I wanted 
a place where we could bring 
our grandkids, so I set it up as 
a family rally.”

It was extra work for him 
to focus on the kids this year, 
he said, but he seemed to 
pull it off successfully. Spe-
cifically for the kids, the ral-

ly included bowling, a bike 
and pet parade, art events, 
pie eating contest and kara-
oke. Other events through-
out the weekend included art 
and jewelry workshops, card 
games, a 1950s sock hop and 
hula hoop contest, potluck 
and s’mores, and a pancake 
breakfast and hot dogs and 
watermelon in the evening.

During Saturday’s open 
house event – which invites 
the public to tour the trail-
ers – the trailer owners are 
asked to dress up in fashion 
representing the year of their 
trailer.

Mary Mode, of Fort At-
kinson, Wisc., represented 

her 1971 Holiday Rambler 
wearing a bright, mod floral 
pair of bell bottom stretchy 
pants. She and her husband, 
Steve Mode, often join vin-
tage trailer rallies in the mid-
west, but traveled 2,700 miles 
to the west coast this year to 
visit family and take part in 
Rally on the River.

Steve raved about Browns-
ville’s rally, Wade Long’s or-
ganizational skills, the fun 
opportunities they found, 
and the new friends they 
made.

At these trailer rallies, he 
said, “You meet your camp-
er family. Everybody has a 
shared interest.”

A Lebanon man was ar-
rested late Friday, July 18, af-
ter allegedly throwing things 
at vehicles and then lighting 
harvested hay on fire. 

Linn County Sheriff Mi-
chelle Duncan said deputies 
responded at 11:15 p.m. to a 
report of a man walking in 
the middle of Brownsville 
Road, north of Brownsville, 
striking vehicles with rocks, 
causing damage.

Additional calls were re-

ceived reporting that the 
man was continuing his dis-
orderly behavior and, at one 
point, threw a bicycle into a 
vehicle. The man then ran 
into a field near the inter-
section of Brownsville Road 
and Harrison Road where he 
lit harvested hay on fire be-
fore fleeing into the field.

The fire was extinguished 
by the Brownsville Rural Fire 
Protection District as depu-
ties and Oregon State Police 

troopers began searching 
for the suspect with assis-
tance from a Corvallis Police 
Department K9 unit and an 
Albany Police Department 
drone operator. 

The male, identified as 
Kenneth Helfrich, 44, of 
Lebanon, was located hiding 
in a nearby field.

Helfrich was lodged at the 
Linn County Sheriff’s Office 
jail on multiple charges re-
lated to damaging vehicles, 
including  unlawful use of a 
weapon, first-degree crimi-
nal mischief, second-degree 
criminal trespassing, reck-
less endangering, giving 
false information to a police 
officer, and on multiple war-
rants. Additional charges are 
expected relating to the fire, 
Duncan said. 

Anyone with additional 
information on the case is 
encouraged to contact the 
Linn County Sheriff’s Office 
at (541) 967-3950.

We support The New Era!

Delicious
Daily Specials! �

122 Spaulding Ave.
Brownsville
541-466-3636

Pioneer 
Bookkeeping &

Tax Service

 541-466-3144
202 Main Street, Brownsville

Cindy Clark, 
OBTP#B00696

-Tax Preparations-

“Full Service for
Small Business!”

Kristy Welch, of Lebanon, and Julie Sannes, of Junction City, 
find themselves camping neighbors and spend a little time 
chatting.

Photo by Sarah Brown
A Ford Fairlane competes for attention with the Aljo trailer 
it’s pulling.

Man arrested for allegedly lighting hayfield on fire

Vintage trailers rally in Brownsville for annual event

Fun-Fueled LEGO Race
Photo by Sarah Brown

Six-year-old Brodie Gangle lines up three LEGO derby 
cars while his friend, Aria Sagan, 6, waits at the finish 
line. Brodie and Aria are the last to leave after having 
participated in Halsey Public Library’s LEGO Derby car 
race, held Saturday, July 19, at City Hall’s community center.
The event was the second in a series of Summer Reading 
Program activities, which aims to encourage reading in 
the summer. More than 30 kids signed up for the program 
this year which, Library Director Kaitlyn Watts said, is really 
good for such a small town. About 25 kids showed up for 
the LEGO Derby, which gave them the opportunity to build 
their own race cars before seeing whose car was faster.
Watts saw kids “really getting into it,” building aerodynamic 
cars. She will bring the activity back next year.
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By Sarah Brown
Of The New Era

The hinges of the Bohemian 
Tavern door squeal as a patron 
adds their presence to the fa-
cility. It’s just past 10 a.m. and 
some of the tavern’s regulars 
are already seated in their usu-
al spots with a cold drink.

For Jerry Thompson, it’s a 
Michelob Ultra with V8. For 
Richard Cahill, it’s Busch Light. 
Jeff Kragness, he chose Bone-
yard draft on this day.

At each mounted barstool 
is a worn-down circle of fad-
ed orange formica, suggest-
ing that the countertop could 
tell a thousand stories. Above 
it, tacked to the ceiling, are a 
handful of dollar bills and a 
pair of insoles once belonging 
to timbercutter Elmer Bran-
son, who celebrated his 1987 
retirement by leaving his in-
soles there.

The Bohemian Tavern is ru-
mored to be the city’s longest 
continuously-running busi-
ness, and the owners are cel-
ebrating its 100th anniversary 
on Saturday, July 26.

Kragness, now in his 60s, 
said his earliest memory at 
the Bohemian is playing foot-
ball in the rain in the parking 
lot. He would’ve been about 8 
or 9 years old at the time. He 
explained that his dad would 
spend Saturdays working on 

his log truck.
“Inevitably he had to come 

to town for parts, so we’d end 
up here,” he said.

According to Kragness, the 
place pretty much looks the 
same as back then, save for a 
smaller kitchen and missing 
wood stove.

It was in 1980, after his dad 
died and he turned 21, that 
Kragness returned to the Bo-
hemian for a beer. 

“I wanted to get to know 
his friends, so I came where 
they hung out. Been here ever 
since.”

For him, it’s the people that 
make the Bohemian special.

Kragness occupies the stool 

at the farthest end of the bar, 
taking possession of the seat 
almost every day by noon.

Thompson, 61, also remem-
bers playing out in the parking 
lot as a kid while his mother, 
Sue Thompson, worked inside. 
From time to time, he would 
pop in to ask his mom for a 
soda pop or candy bar. For him 
today, it’s those memories of 
his mother working the bar 
that make the tavern special.

Right about when he was 25, 
Thompson started making the 
Bohemian a regular stopping 
ground.

”It was a good place in the 
morning to come for a ‘break-
fast club’ beer,” he said.

That was back when the 
millworkers would get off their 
graveyard shifts and head to 
the Bohemian for an end-of-
the-day drink.

Cahill, pushing 85 and still 
charming the ladies – some 
might say – became a part of 
the Bohemian family when he 
hit drinking age.

He doesn’t have stories to 
share about football with 
friends in the parking lot be-
cause he grew up down the 
street from Maples in Casca-
dia, where his own dad would 
grab a cold one. But after he 
got married and moved to 
town, he started sharing his 
sips between the Waterhole 
and Bohemian.

During his 40-plus years 
with Melcher Logging, he 
would sometimes end his shift 
in the afternoon with a drink 
before heading home, just like 
the “breakfast club” guys some 
time ago who would end their 
shift with a beer so early in the 
morning.

On this day, Thompson and 
Kragness shoot the breeze 
between the occasional sip 
of beer. Speaking over music 
that fills the mostly-empty 
the room (it’s 10 a.m., afterall), 
they mention the two old guys 
who come in sometimes. One 
buys a beer and the other or-
ders a soda, Thompson says. 

When those guys arrive, regu-
lars know what they’re getting 
ready to do – go mushroom 
picking.

“One of them can’t hardly 
walk,” Kragness said.

“Yeah, they’re on canes and 
stuff, and they’re just into go-
ing after the mushrooms,” 
Thompson said.

Here inside the walls of the 
Bohemian Tavern must live 
thousands of stories left be-
hind like ghosts. Kragness and 
Thompson suggest they know 
a few of them, but refuse to 
unveil the secrets that are, sup-
posedly, not suitable for print.

Cahill is willing to admit he’s 
seen a few fights at the bar.

Those are the guys who just 
wanted to see who was tough-
er, Kragness noted. Still, it’s 
a mellow bar – tavern, to be 
precise – he said. Granted, he’s 
never been there to see what 
takes place at night. Neither 
of these guys have, in fact. 
They’re the daytime crowd.

Any who attend the centen-
nial celebration this weekend 
may have opportunity to estab-
lish a few more stories – good 
ones – with the provisions of 
live music, hard alcohol, food, 
and games and prizes.

After all, a hundred years is 
a long time, and the next story 
is always just one round away.

Bohemian Tavern making memories for 100 years

Photo by Sarah Brown
Jerry Thompson leans toward one of the many worn-down 
spots on the bar while a bartender talks with Jeff Kragness in 
the background.

Huskies hold Volleyball Camp
Some 70 prospective volleyball players, above, braved the heat last week for Sweet Home High 
School's volleyball camp in Sweet Home High School's Main Gym.  Below, center, Coach Katie 
Dargis explains some finer points of the game to a camper. Below left, high-schooler Lexi Rundell 
works with incoming sixth-grader Lola Urbalejo. Above left, Coah Amy Tyler explains how to 
serve to fifth-grader Hannah Opel. See more photos at sweethomenews.com. 

Photos by Scott Swanson
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Thursday, July 31 , 2025 st

Free to the public!Free to the public!
Located in Sankey Park for the first time ever, the

Kick Off Party is a free event for the community and

festival patrons to kick off the Oregon Jamboree! 

Located in Sankey Park for the first time ever, the
Kick Off Party is a free event for the community and

festival patrons to kick off the Oregon Jamboree! 
Learn more at www.OregonJamboree.com/lineupLearn more at www.OregonJamboree.com/lineup


