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Photos by Evan Milburn

Local sponsors made it possible for Sweet Home's sky to light up with about 1,500 rounds of
fireworks above the pond at Radiator Supply House on July 4th. See Fireworks on page 9 for

more photos.

Charter changes to be presented for public mput

By Sarah Brown
Of The New Era

After four meetings to re-
view the city’s charter, the
Charter Review Committee
isready to present its recom-
mendations to the public.

Many changes to the char-
ter include basic housekeep-
ing in the form of how things
are worded, but some of the
more interesting notes of
change center around elec-
tion of a mayor, habitual
absenteeism and quorum
rules.

Changes for an elected
mayoral system

After citizens voted in May
to have an elected mayor, the
committee was faced with
the question of what should
happen if an active councilor
wants to run for mayor be-
fore their term is up - should
they resign their seat in or-
der to run?

Committee member
Gary Jarvis believes it's fair
enough that a councilor
should not have to resign if
they run for mayor. Commit-
tee member and City Coun-
cilor Josh Thorstad pointed
out that if three active coun-

( '||.'||"~t OF SWEET] l“-""n.:

cilors wanted to run for may-
or, then that would be three
seats on the council lost and,
ultimately, lack of a quorum.

The committee passed
a motion 4-0 (committee
member Jeff Parker was
absent) to change Chapter
II, Section 3, such that if a
councilor runs for mayor
and wins the election, then

~ =

their seat becomes available
to be filled by the former
election’s candidate who did
not fill a seat yet.

They also considered
whether the mayor should
be allowed to make mo-
tions and vote, or just be a
tie-breaker.

The City of Sweet Home
currently operates as a coun-

cil-manager form of govern-
ment, City Attorney Blair
Larsen told the committee.
Here, the city manager is the
executive hired by the legis-
lative branch.

In cities where the mayor
has more power, they usu-
ally follow a “strong mayor”
system where the mayor is
elected and is the executive
who hires a city administra-
tor. Sweet Home can change
its system, Larsen said, “but
it's a bigger shift.”

Committee member Mike
Reynolds was okay with the
mayor being able to vote, but
not make motions. Thorstad
said the neighboring cities’
mayors are directors of the
meetings and only vote in
a tie - a system he thinks is
right. Jarvis initially indicat-
ed he was fine with that set
up.

This topic was later ad-
dressed, as noted later in this
story.

Absenteeism

Addressing the topic of
absenteeism, the committee
considered how many meet-

See Charter, Page 5
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OBITUARIES

Ralph Harold Anderegg
Oct. 31, 1945 - June 30, 2025
Ralph Harold Anderegg,
79, of Sweet Home, passed
away June
30, 2025.
He was
born on
October
31,1945 in
Portland, to
Henry and
Isabel An-
deregg.

Ralph grew up on a dairy
farm in Vernonia where he
loved taking care of ani-
mals as well as hunting and
fishing. He was a track and
football star in high school
and loved to joke about his
record in the 200 meter low
hurdles which stands to
this day, as the race is no
longer being run. He grad-
uated from Oregon State
University with a bachelor’s
and master’s in Agricultur-
al Education. While at OSU,
he met Nancy Lincoln of
Corvallis. They married on
August 10, 1968.

Ralph taught at Canby
High School from 1968 to
1975 and advised the local
chapter of the FFA where
he coached his teams to
several state and national
awards. During this time
he felt God’s call to go into
full time ministry and he
and his family moved to
Dallas, Texas to attend Dal-
las Theological Seminary,
graduating in 1979. Ralph
pastored Sunset Bible
Church in University Place,
Washington from 1979 un-
til 1991.

He enjoyed hiking in na-
tional parks such as Mount
Rainier and the Olympics.
He loved fishing with his
children. Ralph spent the

remainder of his life in
Sweet Home, where he was
pastor at Elm Street Baptist
Church until 2013. He con-
tinued to serve as an elder
and loved to teach the cate-
chism class to the children,
which he continued to do
until 2020.

Ralph loved reading,
hunting, fly fishing, and
traveling to historic sites
across the country. He par-
ticularly enjoyed his trip to
Israel with his wife and son,
Kirk, in 2000. He also trea-
sured his time exercising
with other Parkinson’s pa-
tients at Rock Steady Box-
ing, first in Lebanon and
then in Albany.

Ralph is survived by
his wife, Nancy of Sweet
Home; their children: Kirk
and Jennie Anderegg of
Sunriver, Robert and Elissa
Vanlandingham of Med-
ford, and Jonathan and
Courtney Anderegg of
Worthington, Ohio; broth-
er Ron Anderegg of Los
Angeles, California; and
sister JeanAnn Borders of
Lebanon. He was a proud
grandfather of six grand-
children: Ellie Reed, Amelia
Vanlandingham, Spencer
Anderegg, Jillian Anderegg,
Izzy Vanlandingham, and
Liam Anderegg.

He found solace in the
words of Psalm 121, which
begins, “I lift up my eyes to
the hills. From where does
my help come? My help
comes from the LORD, who
made heaven and earth.”
Ralph will be deeply missed
by not only his family, but
the countless people he
ministered to throughout
his life. We are comforted
knowing that he can now
see face to face the One he

served his whole life with-
out the pain and anxiety
of Parkinson’s disease that
made his last few years a
challenge.

A family graveside service
was held on Monday, July 7
at Ames Cemetery. A me-
morial service followed at
2 p.m. at Elm Street Baptist
Church followed by a time
of fellowship. Sweet Home
Funeral Chapel is handling
the arrangements. www.
sweethomefuneral.com

William Marshall
August 23, 1954 - June 27,
2025
William  “Bill” Doug-
las Marshall, 70, of Sweet
Home, passed away Friday,
June 27, 2025. He was born
on August
23, 1954
to Marga-
ret Eileen
(McVicker)
and Ned
Larison
Marshall in
Milwaukee,
Wisconsin.
He grew up in Hood River
and attended OSU in Cor-
vallis. Bill worked at Cas-
cade Timber Consulting
from 1978 until retiring in
2020. He has lived in Sweet
Home for over 45 years.
Bill enjoyed fly tying, fly
fishing, bird hunting and
deer hunting. He liked to
do woodworking and en-
joyed greenhouse geology.
He is survived by his wife
Diane Marshall of Sweet
Home; son Joe (Carly) Mar-
shall of Albany, daugh-
ter Natalie (Sam) Rivera
of Scio; mother Margaret
Marshall of Hood River;
sisters: Mary Sue Benton of
Hood River, Peggy Wood-

The /72:777 Performer 0f The Week

This week’s ICEBOX Performer
of the Week goes to Josh Thesus!

Josh'’s attention to detail and
positive attitude stood out this
week and caught his coworker’s
eye. He always looks for ways to
improve processes and goes
above and beyond for his team
and the customer. With
impeccable communication, we
can always count on Josh.

Josh, thank you for all that you
do! We appreciate your hard
work, dedication, and the joy you
bring to the RSH team!

ruff of Hood River, Joani
Howell of Medford; bonus
son, Ryan (Jenny) Daniels
of Lebanon; 10 grandchil-
dren. He was preceded in
death by his father Ned
Marshall (2017); Auntie
Mair (2010); brother-in-law
Steve Benton (2018).
Celebration of life will
be at a later date. In lieu of
flowers or cards donations
can be made to the City of
Sweet Home Sankey Park
Phase 3 fund by calling
541-367-5128. Sweet Home
Funeral Chapel is han-
dling arrangements www.
sweethomefuneral.com.

Phyllis Joyce Schmitz
Jan. 17, 1942 - June 11, 2025

Phyllis Joyce Schmitz
(Murphy) 83, of Lebanon
passed away on June 11th,
2025. In honoring Phyllis’s
wishes, she asked not to
have a service. She will be
laid to rest at Evergreen
Memorial Cemetery in Mc-
Minnville, at a later time.
Sweet Home Funeral Chap-
el is handling arrange-
ments. www.sweethomefu-
neral.com.

Kathleen D. Walker
Jan. 10, 1948 - June 28, 2025

Kathleen D. Walker, 77, of
Creswell, passed away Sat-
urday, June 28, 2025. Sweet
Home Funeral Chapel is
handling arrangements
www.sweethomefuneral.
com.

Johnny Ray Coles
Dec. 14, 1961 - June 30, 2025
Johnny Ray Coles, 63, of
Sweet Home, passed away
Monday, June 30, 2025.
Sweet Home Funeral Chap-
el is handling arrange-
ments www.sweethomefu-

neral.com.

David Eugene Poto
Feb. 4, 1949 - July 2, 2025

David Eugene Poto, 76, of
Sweet Home, passed away
Wednesday, July 2, 2025.
Sweet Home Funeral Chap-
el is handling arrange-
ments www.sweethomefu-
neral.com.

Marvin Dee Hayes
March 6, 1946 - June 21,
2025

Marvin Dee Hayes, 79, of
Sweet Home, passed away
Saturday, June 21, 2025.
Sweet Home Funeral Chap-
el is handling arrange-
ments www.sweethomefu-
neral.com.

Gina Marie Radley
May 29, 1966 - July 3, 2025

Gina Marie Radley, 59, of
Sweet Home, passed away
Thursday, July 3, 2025.
Sweet Home Funeral Chap-
el is handling arrange-
ments www.sweethomefu-
neral.com.

Kenneth Leroy Weber
July 5, 1938 - June 20, 2025

Kenneth Leroy Weber, 86,
of Eugene, passed away Fri-
day, June 20, 2025. Private
family service will be held
at Liberty Cemetery. Sweet
Home Funeral Chapel is
handling arrangements
www.sweethomefuneral.
com.

Leo Dadey

A celebration of life for
Leo Dadey passed away
December 28, 2024 will be
held at the VFW July 12th
at 2 p.m.

U-PICK
BLUEBERRIES

941-335-9005

39880 CRAWFORDSYVILLE DR
SWEET HOME
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CRAFTING MEMORIES, ONE ADVENTURE AT A TIME

TEMPERATURES

DATE HIGH LOW PRECIP DAY WEATHER HIGH LOW
July 1 93 59 0.00 Thur AM Clouds/PM Sun 85 56
July 2 84 51 0.00 Fri Sunny 94 59
July 3 79 54  0.00 Sat Sunny 95 62
July 4 77 51 0.00 Sun Sunny 97 61
July 5 81 42 0.00 Mon Sunny 95 59
el July 6 88 59 0.00 Tues Sunny 96 59
July 7 88 56 0.00 Wed Sunny 96 57

PRECIPITATION

Year to date: 19.24
July 10, 2024: 18.79

Foster Reservoir: 636.2
Green Peter Res.: 955.4
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The fire danger information
provided is current at the time
of publication. For the latest and
most accurate updates, please
visit: oregon.gov/odf

PUBLIC SAFETY

Information for the Public Safety report and Courts in The New
Era is sourced from local law enforcement and fire agencies. Inci-
dent details, which may not always be available from agencies in
time for publication in our weekly paper edition, is often updated
online as information becomes available. Addresses provided gen-
erally denote the location of the incident or arrest, occasionally in-
dicating the origin of the call. It is crucial to emphasize that our
reporting of an individual's arrest or citation for a crime does not
imply guilt. Determination of guilt can only be established through
legal proceedings in court. We commit significant effort to follow-
ing through as cases move through the judicial process.

Following is a list of abbreviations that may appear in our log
reports: LCSO (Linn County Sheriffs Office); SHPD (Sweet Home
Police Department); OSP (Oregon State Police); LCCC (Linn Coun-
ty Circuit Court); LCJC (Linn County Justice Court); SHMC (Sweet
Home Municipal Court); LMC (Lebanon Municipal Court); FTA
(failure to appear); FTC (failure to comply). A roman numeral listed
after a charge means that the charge is that numbered-degree: theft

I (first-degree theft).

July 6

12:02 a.m. - Assault report-
ed in 1400 block 60th Ave.
Investigation continuing. Re-
port taken.

12:09 a.m. - BLM gate found
open in 51100 block Quartz-
ville Rd. Lock appeared to
have been broken off gate.
Estimated damage $30.

12:36 a.m. - David Jason
Skranak, 51, of Brownsville,
cited for speeding, 57/35, 900
block N. Main St., Browns-
ville.

10:04 a.m. - Caller report-
ed female on ground, lying in
grass in 1200 block 49th Ave.
Officer responded, contacted
female, assisted her into clin-
ic, where she was left alone
with medical staff.

12:01 p.m. - Alexandra June
Richardson arrested on AMC
warrant for contempt of
court, 900 block 1st Ave. Cit-
ed and released.

1:13 p.m. - Michale Todd
Rosecrantz, 37, arrested on
SHMC warrants for FTA in
two theft cases, FTA in escape
case, FTA in criminal miscon-

duct case, and FTA in LCCC
cases involving unlawful use
of weapon, assault and pos-
session of controlled sub-
stance, 1400 block 22nd Ave.
Lodged at Linn County Jail.

1:40 p.m. - Theft reported
in 44700 block Quartzville
Rd. Report taken.

2:47 p.m. - Caller from Mo-
bil gas station, 2200 block
Main St., reported that cus-
tomer had been unable to pay
for gas two hours previously
and had promised to return
to pay and had not done so.
Report taken for theft III.

7:04 p.m. - Kyle Dawayne
Roebuck, 30, arrested on
SHMC warrant in trespass
case, 600 block Main St. Cited
and released.

7:13 p.m. - Theft report-
ed in 32900 block Hwy. 99,
Halsey, Tanner Nantz, 43, of
Eugene, arrested for theft III,
transported to Linn County
Jail. Report taken.

8:41 p.m. - Illegal camping
reported in 47700 block Cas-
cadia Dr., Cascadia. Vacant
trailer found on side of road.

Sweet Home
C> Pregnancy Care Center

Free parenting classes to help

with practical resources & information.

Open Mon. & Wed. 12-5pm
1344 Main St. - SHPregnancy.org « 541-367-2447

9:52 p.m. - Caller report-
ed driver failing to maintain
lane, speeding and nearly
hitting pedestrian. Officer lo-
cated driver, noted no signs
of impairment. Driver was
warned for failure to main-
tain lane, speeding. 4600
block Main St.

10:01 p.m. - Caller reported
vehicle trying to leave Thrift-
way parking lot, 621 Main
St., dragging items behind it.
Officer responded, contacted
female who refused to leave
vehicle but handed over
“white crystal-like substance”
for disposal. Report taken.

10:10 p.m. - Caller from
Safeway, 1540 Main St., re-
ported female putting items
in her purse. Officer respond-
ed, contacted female, who
was trespassed from store.
July 5

7:35 a.m. - Crash reported
in 3200 block Main St. No in-
juries, parties had already ex-
changed information, did not
need officer. No report.

11:27 a.m. - Luke Murphy,
48, of Brownsville, cited for
speeding, 93/55, 32100 block
Seven Mile Lane north of
Brownsville.

4:44 p.m. - Caller reported
neighbor took out two of call-
er’s trees to put up fence in
1200 block Albatross Ct. Offi-
cer responded, determined it
was civil issue.

5:38 p.m. - Disabled vehi-
cle blocking part of NF11 in
51300 block Quartzville Rd.
towed as hazard.

8:16 p.m. - Caller reported
that neighbor had checked
herself out of hospital and
should not be home alone.
1800 block Fir St. Officer re-
sponded, assisted. Female re-

| ECONOMY
[n DRUGS

621 Main Street, Suite A
Located inside Thriftway
541-367-6777

| DRIVE UP PHARMACY

fused transport.

8:51 p.m. - Driver, who was
not identified in Sheriff’s log,
cited for speeding, 60/35, 200
block E. Bishop Way, Browns-
ville.

9:32 p.m. - Malique Michael
Foster, 26, of Eugene, cited for
speeding, 57/35, 100 block W.
Bishop Way, Brownsville.

10:42 p.m. - Deputy warned
males who had campfire in
51200 block Quartzville Rd.

10:54 p.m. - Deputy located
illegal camp in 51200 block
Quartzville Rd. Male occu-
pant warned.

July 4

7:42 am. - Donald Kay
Flanigan, 36, arrested on
LCCC warrants for probation

violation in elude/reckless
driving/FTA in criminal cita-
tion cases, LMC warrant for
probation violation in theft
case, 1100 block 10th Ave.
Lodged at Linn County Jail.

11:32 a.m. - Caller report-
ed someone cut hose at East
Linn Museum, 746 Long St.
SHPD to increase night pa-
trols of area.

12:11 p.m. - Deputy inves-
tigated illegal camp set up
on private property in 52600
block Hwy. 20. Report taken.

1:24 p.m. - Mica Deann
West, 34, arrested by Was-
co County Sheriff's Office on
SHMC warrant for FTA in
DUII case. Cited to appear

See Public Safety, Page 6

CIRCUIT COURT

Warrants are out on the
following individuals: Travis
Alexander Ayres, Christopher
Frances Ciullo, Kelsey Nicole
Ciullo, Hope Marie Connors,
Ashlee Dee Flanagan, Sean
Doyle Gay, Nicholas Gregory
Godell, Aaron Thomas Hal-
vorson, Noe Hernandez-Reyes,
Marcus Wesley Hesson, Mi-
chael Trevor Hilton, Faron
Walter Kennedy, Tyler Bruce
Lanz, Charles James Marvel,
Thomas Junior McCarthey,
Bryce William McGowan,
Eric Wayne McKnight, Carrie
Lynne Miller, Thomas Elbridge
Miller, James Keith Mortensen,
Nicholas Alan Nelson, Daniel
Austin Phillips, Tammy La-
vonn Robinson, James Ryan
Routon, Kristina Marie Sleutel,
Joshua Alexander Williams

A charge against Billy
Wayne Hatch Jr., 48, of theft

I was dismissed without prej-
udice on June 30.

Bronson Garrett Putney,
29, sentenced June 30 to 18
mos. supervised probation
and a $200 fine after plead-
ing no contest to burglary II.
Charges of criminal trespass
II, criminal mischief II and
attempt to commit a Class A
felony dismissed.

Crossword KEY

Puzzle on page 13
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Puzzle on page 13
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FRONM OUR FILES

Three Rice brothers, shown here in 1975 with their boss
Jim Stock (left), have put in 114 combined years in the wood
products industry. The brothers are Bud, Lynn and Dick.

July 13,1950

The subject of a three-week
manhunt, Jerry Macomber,
27, was nabbed in Medford
after a gun battle with police.
He is the accomplice of Ted
Nichols, who was arrested
for three burglaries in Linn
County. It was believed
Macomber was hiding out in
Linn County forests when he
stole a car from the Santiam
Cabins, and was spotted in
Quartzville, at Sunnyside
School and in Bates Park.
The pair were wanted for
safecracking, horse theft
and robbery. Macomber
later stole the Sunnyside
bus and looted the Lampson
farmhouse in the McDowell
Creek area.

The new central control
radio for the police and
fire departments’ two-
way radio system will be
placed in vehicles. The fire
department has special
need for the radio during
summer months when
many calls to rural areas are
received.

July 10,1975

Sportsman’s Holiday will
feature a Beast Contest
this year at Foster Lake.

Any five men, or boys, can
make a team of “beasts” to
compete against another
team. The two teams will be
placed in the center of a raft
where they must throw each
other off until the team with
remaining beasts is left. The
winning team will win $50.
The city received a
$388,000 grant from HUD
to be used as local matching
funds for a $1.2 million grant
request submitted to the
EPA for extension of a sewer
trunk line from the Sweet
Home sewage treatment
plant to the Foster-Midway
area.

July 12,2000

A team of 45 people
representing seven
churches in Arizona
descended upon Camp

Attitude to help build two
log cabins with a shared
bathroom. After meeting
Camp Attitude Founder
Ron Heagy, Ben Stanton
rounded up 20 other people
to hike the Grand Canyon
in a fundraiser that raised
$76,000. But the hikers
went further by using their
skills (carpentry, plumbing,
electrical) to build the
cabins.

EVENTS

Class of 1985 Reunion
to be Saturday, July 12

Sweet Home High School
Class of 1985 will hold its 40th
Class Reunion from 6 to 11
p-m. Saturday, July 12, at the
Dam Bar, 6099 Hwy. 20, Sweet
Home.

This is an informal gather-
ing: Just show up and mix and
mingle with classmates. No
charge, food and drinks will be
available to order.

Spend time at
Healing Garden

Lebanon Community Hos-
pital is hosting a series of
monthly cultural events at the
Boulder Falls Event Center and
patio, 605 Mullins Dr. through
the summer.

Garden Grooves Community
Concert; Saturday, July 26, at 6
p-m. - The Fabulous Bad Cats,
an original rockin’' blues band,
will play classic hits from John-
ny Cash to Prince. They have-
performed throughout the Pa-
cific Northwest since 2002.

Melodies and Masterpiec-
es: Sunday, Aug. 3, from 1-3
p-m. - The Orchid Trio, a Port-
land-based string trio, shares
chamber music appreciation.
Enjoy music while learning
new art forms: Japanese origa-
mi class from 1-2 p.m., kokedo-
ma (moss ball) class from 1-2
p.m., koto (a Japanese instru-
ment) demonstration at 2 p.m.

Healing Garden Lecture:
Thursday, Sept. 18, at 6 p.m -
Diane Durston, curator emeri-
tus from the Portland Japanese
Garden, will discuss Japanese

required.

For more information or to
register, visit samhealth.org/
LebanonHealingGardens  or
contact Brandy O'Bannon at
bobannon@sambhealth.org
Museum sale needs
donations, volunteers

East Linn Museum is seeking
donations for its annual yard
sale fundraiser, held during
Sportsman's Holiday, July 11-
12.

Donations can be dropped
off at the museum , which is
open Thursday through Satur-
day each week from 11 a.m. to
4 p.m.

TV’s, electronics or large
furniture cannot be accepted.
Items should be clean and us-
able.

Also, volunteers to help with
the sale are needed.. Sale hours
will be 9 am. to 5 pm. For
more information, email east-
linncountymuseum@gmail.
com or call (541) 367-4580.
Local author
book reading

Local author Jim Corley and
his granddaughter, Madalyn
Coleman, will present a read-
ing of a book they co-authored
at 2 p.m. on Saturday, July 26,
at the Sweet Home Public Li-
brary, 1101 13th Ave.

The children’s book (ages
4-8), “The Water Speaks: A Wil-
derness Adventure of Friend-
ship,” follows the story of a
grumpy wolverine and a sensi-
tive lynx, a pair who don't like
each other but learn valuable
lessons from a wise owl.

Sweet Home's Community
Market is held every Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. through
Sept. 27 in Library Square, at
the corner of Kalmia Street
and 12th Avenue.

Some two dozen vendors sell
a wide range of food and oth-
er fun stuff. Space is available
for a limited number of ven-
dors. For more information or
to apply to be a vendor, visit
www.sweethomeor.gov/com-
munity/page/2025-commu-
nity-market-vendor-applica-
tions-open-now or contact Joy
Kistner at (541) 367-5007.
Deliver for Meals
on Wheels

Meals on Wheels of Sweet
Home is in urgent need of
volunteer drivers, delivering
free meals to local seniors and
disabled adults in the Sweet
Home area.

Delivery days are Mondays,
Tuesdays and Fridays. The role
is best suited for people avail-
able in the mid-day, as meals
go out at noon. Volunteers
work one to two days a week
for about 2.5 hours each shift.

Meals on Wheels is man-
aged by Oregon Cascades West
Council of Governments and
operated by local volunteers.
Volunteers package fresh
meals in the kitchen and the
drivers deliver them. Many lo-
cal people count on this food as
a primary source of nutrition.

Email to  volunteers@
ocwcog.org or call Heidi at
541.812.6015. Each volunteer

@The Nefu Lea
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CHARTER

From page 1

ings councilors are expect-
ed to attend every year - an
average of two meetings per
month, plus work and exec-
utive sessions.

Reynolds said he believes
10 unexcused absences is
generous and should result
in the removal of a council-
or from their seat - a policy
the State of Oregon follows -
adding that if someone’s not
going to most of the meet-
ings, then it's “obvious” they
don't want to do the job.

Thorstad added he likes
the notion of holding elect-
ed officials accountable. Ab-
sences addressed at council
meetings, however, have al-
ways been excused by vote.

Jarvis was more hesitant
to punish habitual absentee-
ism, stating “If we were to do
something like that, I think
we are entering dangerous
territory because people are
elected to office and, once
again, elections have conse-
quences.”

Jarvis told the commit-
tee he'd prefer the rule, if
any, to address the matter
only when a councilor ac-
quires unexcused absences
of a minimum of 50% of the
meetings. However, if they
do add this to the charter, he
said, it should come with pre-
cise rules and redress. Or, he
said, perhaps put the coun-
cilor’s actions in the hands
of the citizens through some
sort of public trial.

The committee ultimate-
ly voted 4-0 to add that if a
councilor has 10 or more un-
excused absences from regu-
lar council meetings in a cal-
endar year, then they cannot
run for reelection.

Reynolds also addressed a
concern about what should
happen, if anything, if a
councilor “runs their mouth”
against the will of council.

“This is, I would say, one of
the weaknesses of our char-
ter, is that there’s not nec-
essarily a lot of recourse for
breaking the council rules,”
City Attorney Blair Larsen
said.

He added that the city has
to be careful not to violate
anyone’s right to free speech.
Thorstad added that the dis-
cussion was starting to tread

into council rules, not rules
related to the city charter.

Quorums
The committee held con-
siderable discussion on

Chapter III, Section 18, con-
cerning a quorum’s ability to
vote on any matter.

Reynolds wanted a quo-
rum to be a specified num-
ber rather than a general
quorum of the council. He
was concerned that if four
councilors showed up to
a meeting, thus forming a
quorum, then it would take
only three councilors to have
the power to pass business.
The idea of three people
being able to make big de-
cisions that would affect the
city bothered him, and Reyn-
olds suggested that it take a
minimum of four councilors
to approve a motion.

Jarvis initially agreed with
the idea, but reconsidered
his stance after giving it
further thought. At a prior
meeting, his motion to al-
low the mayor the power to
vote only in a tie had passed,
but he readdressed the mat-
ter when the committee was
re-reviewing this section.

Jarvis said he realized that
having a four majority for all
matters would set the stage
requiring a supermajority
for anything to pass. With
the mayor excluded from
being able to vote, only six
councilors would be able to
vote, making the require-
ment that it would take at
least four to pass anything.

“I'm not sure we want to
hamstring our city council
to that,” he said. “I fear that
what we passed (mayor only
votes to break a tie) may well
be destroying what works as
we seek some version of per-
fection. As we continue to
discuss minimum thresholds
to pass motions or business,
we actually may have creat-
ed the situation that would
hamstring city council from
getting work done at all. We
sought to keep the mayor
above the fray of day to day
politics by doing what we
did at the last meeting, but
may have created a situation
where politics could more
easily be played and exer-
cised.”

Deputy City Manager Ce-
cily Pretty agreed that - with
the mayor not being able to

SHOP AT SOUTH FORK TRADING CO. FIRST AND SAVE MONEY!

Deal
of the
WEEK!

2 X1'X&' SHEEP TANK

STOCK TAMK

REG. $152. oo
TOCK TANKS 10% DISCOUNT

subject to stock on hand brand may vary
valid thru 7-9-25 (with this ad)

O‘UTH .FQB

TRADING €G.

.&' Best Price « Best Selection ¢ Best Service

M-F 7:30-5:00 + Sat 8-4 p.m. « Closed Sunday

@ VisA Finduson ]

4309 Main Street, Sweet Home, OR « 541-367-6844

vote and the requirement of
at least four to pass anything
- it may become impossible
to pass any business, partic-
ularly if a councilor is absent.

As such, the committee
rescinded their decision lim-
iting the mayor’s ability to
vote. After further discus-
sion, they determined the
four-majority vote should
only be relevant to specif-
ic matters of business such
as the hiring or firing of a
city manager, judge or at-
torney; rate hikes; land use
decisions; city code chang-
es; the filling of council seat
vacancies when it's past the
term’s half-point; approval
of ordinances with emergen-
cy clauses; or “anything that
happens to the people.”

The committee also passed
a motion 4-0 on Chapter V,
Section 15, that if three seats
were to become vacant, then
the majority of remaining

seats becomes a quorum for
the purposes of filling vacan-
cies.

The committee directed
staff to research more about
quorum rules for, say, if a
councilor “plays games” by
not showing up at a meeting
in order to deny a quorum
when a vote is at hand.
Other items
Other modifications of in-
terest include:

e Chapter 1V, Section 13 - If
a seat becomes vacant in the
first half a councilor’s term,
then it will be offered to the
former candidates who ran
for that seat. If the former
top two candidates decline,
then the City Council will fill
the seat. Passed 3-2.

e Chapter V, Section 17 -
Change the “outdated and
clunky” term of President
Pro Tem to Council Presi-
dent; passed 5-0

e Chapter VI, Section

CHURCH

DIRECTORY

For where two or three are gathered together
in My name, I am there in the midst of them.

-Matthew 18:20

20(e) - A manager pro tem
can hold the position for six
months with up to two re-
newals, as decided by coun-
cil action with a four majori-
ty vote; passed 4-0.

e Chapter VII, Section 24 -
New ordinances can be read
by title only; passed 4-0.

Additionally, Jarvis asked
that something be written
up along the veins of allow-
ing citizens for petition and
redress. He asked that the
council allow five minutes
per person for public com-
ment. The motion for this
recommendation passed 5-0.

Public meetings will be
held from 5-7 p.m. on Tues-
day, July 15, and 9-11 a.m. on
Saturday, July 26, for citizens
to comment on the recom-
mendations before anything
is brought to the City Coun-
cil for their review and con-
sideration.

= CORNERSTONE

FELLOWSHIFP
a foursquare church

Services:
10 am Sunday

1234 Long St.,Sweet Home
541-367-6161

shcornerstonefellowship.org

<) church

GATHERING
TIME
10:45 A.M.

890 Mountain View Rd.
541-967-HOPE (4673)

www.hope.church/sweethome

Mt Calvary
Missionary Baptist
Church

Sunday Service 11am
Come join us!

Bible Study
10 am Sundays.

1042 Pleasant Valley Rd.
541-818-0022

In Christ
Fellowship

New Life

(formerly Sweet Home Mennonite)

1266 44th Ave. PO Box 515
541-367-2848 « shnlic.org

10:30 a.m. Worship Service
10:30 a.m. Children’s Church

St. Helen
wCo’rhoIic Church

Y 600 6th Ave, Sweet Home

www.sweethomecatholicchurch.com

Holy Mass
Sat. at 5:30 pm & Sun. at 9:00 am
Tues 5:30 pm & Wed-Fri 8:30 am

Confessions
Before Masses or 1st, 2nd & 3rd Sat.
4:00 - 5:00 pm

For Sacramental information call

541-367-2530

Father Theodore Lange

Sweet Home
Evangelical Church

Join us Sunday 10:30 am
FOLLOW US AT:
FACEBOOK.COM/SWEETHOMEEC

1347 Long Street « 541-367-4357

Sweet Home
United
Methodist
Church

Open Hearts,
Open Minds,
Open Doors

A Reconciling Congregation

11:00 am Worship
Free Meal - Tue, Wed & Fri - 5:00 pm

6th & Ironwood * 541-367-3073

EIm Street Baptlst Church
Sunday Services:
9:45 am Sunday School

11:00 am Worship
5:00 pm Prayer Meeting

1150 EIm St. Sweet Home
541-367-5883

SUNDAYS at 10am
www.chapel.cc
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July 25.

2:05 p.m. - David Arreo-
la, 37, of Redmond, cited for
speeding 75/55, Hwy. 20/Dew
Rd.

2:20 p.m. - Shayla Presto,
27, of Salem, cited for speed-
ing, 75/55, Hwy. 20/Weather-
ly Lane.

2:43 p.m. - Deputy located
and recovered stolen vehicle
during patrol of Calkins Park,
44500 block Quartzville Rd.

4:02 p.m. - Emma Woods,
24, of Albany, cited for speed-
ing, 78/55, 28900 block Hwy.
20.

4:36 p.m. - Hit and run re-
ported in 37800 block Hwy.
228, Brownsville. Report tak-
en.
8:27 p.m. - Jade Amasa Wal-
don, 25, arrested on Jackson
County Circuit Court war-
rants for FT in driving while
suspended, DUII cases. Arrest
followed report that female
was using garden hose at Mo-
bil gas station in 2200 block
Main St. to bathe herself and
refusing to leave. Report tak-
en.

9:02 p.m. - Caller reported
illegal fireworks in 700 block
9th Ave. Officer responded,
contacted individual who
agreed to stop the fireworks.
This was the first of nine fire-
works complaints reported
during the evening.

9:22 p.m. - Jeremy Har-
ris, 43, of Corvallis, cited on
Benton County warrant after
deputy located illegal camp
east of Green Peter Dam,
46500 block Quartzville Rd.
Report taken.

10:14 p.m. - Caller report-
ed illegal fireworks at Sweet
Home Inn, 800 block Oak
Terrace. Officer responded,
contacted out-of-state resi-
dents who told officer they
were not aware that the fire-
works were illegal in Oregon.

11:11 p.m. - Crash reported
in 41800 block Marks Ridge
Dr. Non-reportable because it
occurred on private property,
Parties exchanged informa-
tion.

July 3

9:02 a.m. - Hunter Ariel
Ringheimer, 31, arrested on
SHMC warrants for FTC in
theft case. 18th Ave./Willow
St.

10:20 a.m. - Homeowner
cited for nuisance violations,
700 W. 3rd St., Halsey.

12:06 p.m. - Semi too tall
to cross bridge in 100 block
Main St., Brownsville, giv-
en assistance from LCSO in
turning around.

12:36 p.m. - Caller report-
ed male in 3000 block Main
St. cutting up deer that caller
believed was obtained ille-
gally. Officer responded, de-
termined that animal being

See Public Safety, Page 9
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SHHS announces top academic performers for year

Following are students who
stood out during the 2024-
25 academic year, earning
the top grades in the classes
listed:

CAREER TECHNICAL

EDUCATION

Metals 1: Dylan Bunjer
Metals 2: David Anderson
Metals 3: Caiden Matthews
Manufacturing: Laylend Pe-
terson
Forestry 1: Olivia Saveskie
Forestry 2: Bridger Royer
Forestry 3: Taylor Carr
Forest Management: Dom
Freeman
Wildlife: Austin Hogan
Intro to Ag Structures: Kyler
Bondesen
Advanced Ag Structures: Ty
Newcomer
Intro to Power Systems: Logan
Kunkle
Advanced Power Systems:
Isaiah Scofield
Intro to Programming: Jesse
Jernigan
Programming with Python:
Ameliah Spinney
Marketing 1: Dinah Watkins
Entrepreneurship: Trevvor
Starkey
Accounting 1 A/B: Ronald
Abbott
Accounting 2 A/B: Jocelyn
Fairchild
Advertising/Graphic Design:
Elizabeth Leonard
Intro to Eng and Design: Con-

ner Stevens

Product Design: Jackson Bar-
ringer

Intro to Agriculture: Ellie
Dominy

Animal Science: Bode Hart
Horticulture: Delainie Pratt
Vet Science: Kaylie Cooley
Greenhouse/Nursery Mgmt:
Tawni Banta

Ag Leadership: Conner Stevens

Electives:

Intro to Culinary: Holden
Wolford

Culinary 1: Miu Simmons
Culinary 2: Kalissa Ellis
Culinary 3: Khaira Hall
Advanced Culinary: Layla
Prewitt

Beginning Sewing: Taelyn
Colman / Courtney Newens /
Khloe Wood

Advanced Sewing: Joey Jazmin
Realist Artist: Autumn
Dieterich

Medical Illustrator: Abigail
Foss

Portraitist: Joshua Meglen
Renaissance Artist: Emerson
Martineau

Audubon Artist: Aria Gardner
Master Potter: Tawni Banta
Photo Journalist: Ryker Burr
Cinematographer: Ayden Gole
Collaborative Artist: Daylon
Thompson

Wind Ensemble: Obadiah
"Obie" Christman

Jazz Band: Daylon Thompson

DIRECTOR

LOVE WHERE YOU LIVE, SHOP WHERE YOU LIVE.

General Music: Hayden Strawn
Concert Choir: Elena Briggs,
Zander Haggard

Repertory Singers: Charm
Flowers, Levi Ensley

Intro to Ukulele: Malakai
Walls, Aubrey Newberry
Advanced Ukulele: Aria Gard-
ner, Kyleigh Cutbirth

ENGLISH
English 1: Dinah Watkins
English 2: Tayler Carr
Honors English 2: Ryker Burr
English 3: Jack Ortiz
Honors English 3: Elizabeth
Leonard
English 4: Tawni Banta
Writing 121: Ivan Ogden
English 104: Amelia Sullens
Creative Writing: Conner
Wyckhuyse
9th Grade Success: Olivia
Lufkin
10th Grade Success: A] Ro-
driquez

Health/PE:

Wellness 1: Elena Briggs
Wellness 2: Elizabeth Leonard
Physical Cond for Women:
Ayka Damag

Lifetime Activities: Josh Aker
Sports and Games: Sawyer
Aiello

Unified PE: Lawson Warner
Outdoor PE: Aivah Boyd
Weights: Jack Simmons, Bren-
nen Eldridge

AUTO REPAIR EQUIPMENT INSURANCE INSURANCE

Auto Repair

Shawn Anderson Owner,
Sweet Home

(541) 367-2992

4\//’Y\
LESSADE
O\J/TDOOR POWER EQ\JIPMAENT

"Powerful Equipment, Local Service"

Hours: M-F 8am-5pm
Sat 8am-noon

1215 W Airway Road
Lebanon OR 97355

CascadePowerLebanon.com

(541) 451-5213

£
FARMERS
INSURANCE
Aaron Hegge, Agent

3037 Main St., Sweet Home
ahegge@farmersagent.com

AUTO = HOME - LIFE - COMMERCIAL

(541) 367-5121

KEESECKER

INSURANCE

Joel Keesecker
1195 MAIN STREET

(541) 367-2141

PLUMBING

E CCB #238181

ft
New Flo
PLUMBING

INC.

OWNER - MITCH CARTER
Office Hrs: Mon-Thu 8am - 4pm

New Construction * Remodels
Repairs ¢ Service * Water Heaters

(541) 367-5655

REAL ESTATE

Real Estate
PROFESSIONALS

v 2345 S. Santiam Hwy.,

Lebanon, OR 97355
W ol o

oregonrealestateprofessionals.com

(541) 258-6100

RV SALES & SUPPLIES

SWEET HOME
RV CENTERLLc

RV Sales, Service, Repair, Parts,
Appliances, Awnings, Propane, Solar and Batteries!
RV Waste Dump Open 24/7 Stop in Today!

Mobile RV Repair SVC Available Now

_ Established in 1974
Fvrt AL Tiw . iz Open 7 days a week
i N

-0k 4691 HWY 20
SweetHomeRVCenter.com

(541) 367-4293

THRIFT STORE

AN

Sugar City

GLEANERS

New & Used Merchandise
3031 South Main
Open: Tues. - Sat.10am - 4pm
Sugarcitygleaners@gmail.com
Non-Profit Organization

541-367-3190

LOANS
loanDepot

NMLS#174457

JOLENE
MULLENIX

Loan Consultant
NMLS #853502

\(541) 570-2322

Equal Housing Opportunity | 56 E. Airport Rd.,
Lebanon, OR 97355. loanDepot.com, LLC NMLS ID
174451. Licensed by the OR Division of Finance and
Corporate Securities, Mortgage Lending ML-4972.
(091923 120284-1723)

TIRE / AUTO REPAIR

e pointcS)

TIRE & AUTO SERVICE

Family Owned
541367 4579 (Alignment)
8 pointstire.com/sweethome

TIRES - WHEELS - SUSPENSION
ALIGNMENT - BRAKES - OIL CHANGE

(541) 367-2462
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Santiam girls camp features natlonal level wrestling talent

By Keeghan Gittins
For The New Era

Some 100 girls from all over
the United States converged on
Sweet Home High School last
week for the fifth annual San-
tiam Wrestling Camp for girls.

The camp, held June 30 to
July 2, precedes the boys camp,
which was held earlier this
week.

Sweet Home Coach Steve
Thorpe noted that the camp
started in 2021, out of COVID,
with 26 girls.

“This year we had 96 girls,’
Thorpe said.

Linfield Women's Wrestling
Coach Frank Johnson was one
of the instructors, demonstrat-
ing a multitude of moves for
the girls. He brought along one
of his top wrestlers, Josh John-
son, to assist with coaching.

Wrestlers filled the main
gym, which was set up with
three full-size mats. Johnson
worked with the more ad-
vanced group in the wrestling
room, where the girls added
multiple moves to their arse-
nal.

“I chose to come to this camp
because even the little things
make a difference,” said Sweet
Home’s Alizeah Weikle. “Doing
the extra, even when others ar-
en't, the work I put in now will
pay off in February.”

Photos by Keeghan Gittins

Alizeah Weikle, left, bridges as Olivia Hernandez’s attempts a pin

Weikle had the opportunity
to wrestle Olivia Hernandez of
Philomath, a 15-year-old wres-
tler with a highly decorated re-
sume. Hernandez is a six-time
state champion, five-time na-
tional champion, and two-time
Pan-American champion. The
Pan American wrestling tour-
nament, held in Guatemala,
allows only one wrestler per
country to represent each of
the 30 weight classes.

“I couldn't say no to the chal-
lenge and I'm willing to take
advantage of every wrestling
opportunity I can get, even if
I lose, because my losses make
me a better wrestler,” said
Weikle.

“I came to this camp because
[ felt it has some of the tough-
est competition, and that is

what I need to improve,” said
Hernandez.

Many wrestlers from all
around the United States made
the trip to Sweet Home for the
camp.

“I think it's inspiring to see
girls of all ages and experience
levels join our wrestling com-
munity,” Weikle said.

“Sweet Home is one of the
only places in Oregon that
would allow [us] to bring in so
many kids into their school,
Thorpe said. “This provides
so many different kids for our
kids to train with and get to
know. I am so grateful to have
a district and administration
that allows this to happen.

“Bringing back college wres-
tlers and our alumni are in-
credible examples to the kids

Sweet Home’s Averi Temple, right, gets some coaching from
former Husky, three-time state champ and former Southern
Oregon University wrestler Marissa Kurtz.

at camp. They are walking ex-
amples of what is possible with
hard work, dedication and op-
portunity.”

Thurston Coach Mike Si-
mons, whose teams have won
consecutive 5A/6A girls team
state titles over the past two

seasons, also said he appreciat-
ed having alums help out with
this year’s camp.

“The girls that came back to
give back to the camp was very
special,” Simons said. “Quality
people and incredible wres-
tlers.”

July 11*
GrM-9Pm

Recistrarion $20
TSHirT $20
Hoobies $40

482

Car Cruise in Sweet Home, Oregon

Register at Sweet Home Chamber, 1575 Main St.,
CutTheGutCruise.com or scan the QR Code.

—
o

Sponsored by

Questions? Call 541-367-6186

m.'bm'

Eust.Linn

ROOFING
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REALTY GROUP

Wendi Melcher
541-409-4813

Brittani Albrecht
541-971-9281

DAMEWOOD AUTO REPAIR

4444 HWY 20

SWEET HOME

541-367-2992
DERSONEOWNER

{AWN/ANDERS(

[OGATEDINSIWEETHOMERS

SWEET HOME ELKS BPOE#1972 — 440 OSAGE ST.

GREGORY HOME TEAM - KELLER WILLIAMS REALTY
401 MAIN ST.

OREGON JAMBOREE @ THRIFTWAY — 621 MAIN ST.
REBECCA BURGIN, STATE FARM AGENT — 727 LONG ST.
SWEET HOME NAPA AUTO PARTS —899 MAIN ST.

KEY BANK —1199 10TH AVE.

FARMERS INSURANCE & HOYS HARDWARE— 3037 MAIN ST.
CITY HALL/WOMEN OF AMERICAN MUSCLE — 3225 MAIN ST.
WILEY CREEK MEMORY CARE — 4950 MOUNTAIN FIR ST.
THE DAM BAR —6099 HWY 20

THE POINT RESTAURANT / COUNTRY FINANCIAL
6305 HWY 20

BEST WESTERN PREMIER BOULDER FALLS INN
6300 SANTIAM HWY

SPOLETO'S PIZZERIA — 4804 HWY 20
O&M POINT &TIRE & AUTO SERVICE — 4420 HWY 20
THE RUSTY BUCKET TAP HOUSE — 4102 MAIN ST.
SWEET HOME POLICE DEPARTMENT — 1950 MAIN ST.
UMPQUA BANK — 1890 MAIN ST.
A&W RESTAURANT —1010 MAIN ST.

MOORE FAMILY VINEYARDS/DIRECT FLOORING
28041 PLEASANT VALLEY RD.

7 =N
m!l{ “ i
L0 G G IPNG

“ErrggNt - ©

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINGE 1980

DON ARNDT 541-409-6150 | LARSEN ARNDT 541-409-6154
MARSHALL ARNDT 541-409-6156 | DONNY ARNDT 541-409-6153
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FIREWORKS

From page 1

3210 Highway 20, Sweet Home, Oregon
(541) 367-2111 » www.cascadetimber.com

PUBLIC SAFETY
From page 6

butchered was pig.

12:38 p.m. - Caller reported
large amount of blood near
river in 1500 block Tamarack
St. Investigation, which in-
volved OSP fish and wildlife
trooper, determined sub-
stance was not blood.

12:59 p.m. - Caller report-
ed being scammed, sending

$500 in gift cards to scam-
mers. 1814 Fir St. Officer
responded, provided -caller
with case number for her
bank.

1:59 p.m. - Crash reported
at Sunnyside Park, 44900
block Quartzville Rd. Camp-
er crashed into fee booth at
campground, damaging both
camper and booth.

2:13 p.m. - Robert Gardner
of Sweet Home cited for un-

JOIN US

2025 ICEBOX

CUT THE GUT
CAR CRUISE

1010 MAIN STREET | 541-367-4893

| PAGE 9

specified traffic violations,
27800 block Hwy. 228 near
Crawfordsville.

3:41 p.m. - Jessie Lane Da-
vis, 29, arrested by Albany
Police on SHMC warrant for
FTA in DUII case. Cited to ap-
pear July 25.

4:39 p.m. - Hunter Gomez,
42, arrested by Corvallis po-
lice on SHMC warrant for
FTC in theft case. Cited to ap-

See Public Safety, Page 10
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Domino’s
9025 IGEB CUT THE
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Order online at dominos.com or on the app
(541) 818-0288 | 2128 MAIN ST. SWEET HOME
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Oregon now in statewide fire season

As of July 1, all Oregon De-
partment of Forestry districts
are now in fire season. This
means that to reduce the risk
of human-caused wildfires,
fire restrictions may be in
place where you live or at a
destination you plan to visit
or recreate.

ODF protects over 16 mil-
lion acres of private, county,
state, and federal land in Or-
egon from wildfire. Fire sea-
son is declared at the local
level when conditions reach
a point where the risk of a
fire starting and spreading
becomes clear. This year, the
Southwest Oregon district
was the first to declare on
June 1, and the North Cas-
cade District was the last to
declare on July 1.

“We have already experi-
enced several large fires in

the state this year and an-
ticipate fire behavior to be
progressively more volatile.
RIGHT NOW is the time to
practice fire prevention and
preparedness,” said Michael
Curran, chief of Oregon De-
partment of Forestry’s Fire
Protection Division.

“Prevention is our No. 1
tool to reduce property loss,
firefighting costs, and risk to
the lives of our firefighters.
We can't prevent lightning
fires, but we can prevent hu-
man-caused fires.”

Now is the time to brush up
on your wildfire prevention
knowledge. Tips include:

Know before you go. Camp-
fires may be banned or only
allowed in approved camp-
grounds.

Make sure your campfire is
cool to the touch before go-

ing to sleep or leaving your
site. Don't forget to Drown,
Stir, Repeat.

Backyard debris burning
either requires a burn per-
mit during fire season or is
prohibited altogether. If you
burned earlier this spring,
go back and check on your
debris burn site to make sure
nothing reignites due to the
heat.

e Don't flick a cigarette
onto the ground. It may be
just enough to start a fire.

e Don't park or idle over
dried grass.

* Do NOT drag tow chains.

Check local restrictions
and fire danger levels at www.
oregon.gov/odf/fire.

For more information on
how you can help prevent
wildfires, visit keeporegon-
green.org.

owerton ustom reations
Justin Howerton

OWNER

COLLISION REPAIR PROVIDER
(INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOME)

541-409-2090

660 43RD AVE SWEET HOME, OR 97386
HOWERTONSCUSTOMCREATIONS@GMAIL.COM

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 11A.M. - 2:30A.M.
FREE POOL, ALL DAY EVERY DAY!

1200 12TH AVE, SWEET HOME * 541-367-5119
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BLM Sells $5.7M Oregon Timber

The Bureau of Land Man-
agement sold 19.2 million
board feet of timber across
772 public acres for $5,726,255
between three timber sales in
western Oregon.

These sales will produce
enough timber to build rough-
ly 1,200 homes, feed local
mills, and support jobs in Or-
egon communities, the BLM
said in an announcement.

“America has significant
timber resources, with many
of those in Western Oregon,”’
said BLM Oregon/Washington
State Director Barry Bushue.
“We are focused on using for-
ests for timber and jobs that
improve life in local commu-
nities.”

The Northwest Oregon Dis-
trict sold 8.6 million board
feet of timber across 345 pub-
lic acres in the Farm Team
timber sale, located on Up-
per Calapooia Drive, to Feres
Lumber Co., Inc., of Lyons for
$2,097,545. The district also
sold 8.4 million board feet of
timber across 317 acres in the
Brushback timber sale to Sier-
ra Pacific Industries of Eugene
for $3,527,206.

The Medford District sold
2.2 million board feet of tim-
ber across 110 public acres in
the Salt Creek salvage sale to

Swanson Group of Glendale
for $101,504. The project will
remove fire-damaged trees
along publicly accessible BLM
roads.

In western Oregon, the BLM
manages 2.4 million acres of
some of the most productive
forests in the world, and is
committed to supplying a re-
liable, secure, and resilient do-
mestic supply of timber. BLM
forestry supports economic
security, reduces risks from
wildfire, conserves fish and
wildlife habitat, and decreas-
es costs of energy production.
Local communities rely on
jobs that come from BLM for-
ests, and timber from public
land feeds local industry.

Each year, the BLM Ore-
gon-Washington forestry pro-
gram sales support approx-
imately 2,000 local jobs and
generate more than $1 billion
for local economies. Reve-
nue from timber sold on O&C
lands is shared between the
U.S. Treasury and 18 western
Oregon counties. This funding
provides local communities
with the means to construct
new county buildings; devel-
op fairgrounds and museums;
support libraries, schools, and
jails; and build flood-control
dams and reservoirs.

PUBLIC SAFETY
From page 9

pear July 25.

7:19 p.m. - Caller report-
ed male claiming to be law
enforcement trying to enter
Sunnyside Park, 44900 block
Quartzville Rd. LCSO unable
to locate individual.

8:02 p.m. - Caller reported
barbecue was stolen from his
residence in 2200 block Main
St. two weeks previous.

8:55 p.m. - John Paul Smith,
52, arrested for criminal mis-
treatment 1 and assault IV
- domestic, at SHPD, 1950
Main St. John Ross Smith, 22,
arrested for assault IV - do-
mestic. Both lodged at Linn
County Jail.

9:28 p.m. - Heather Kelly,

of Sweet Home, arrested on
AMC warrant for FTA in un-
specified case, 33100 block
Hwy. 228, Halsey. Cited and
released.

10:01 p.m. - Caller report-
ed gun stolen from vehicle in
1400 block 24th Ave. Officer
responded, report taken for
theft L. Valued at $200.

July 2

9:39 a.m. - Gilbert Alonzo
Martinez, 49, arrested on
LCCC warrant for probation
violation, 1500 block Ta-
marck St. Cited and released.

11:19 a.m. - Caller reported
his tires were slashed while
swimming, Calapooia/Upper
Calapooia drives.

1:57 p.m. - Crash reported

See Public Safety, Page 13
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Brownsville City Council addresses solar project concerns

By Chelly Bouferrache
For The New Era

The Brownsville City Coun-
cil meeting held June 30 tack-
led a range of issues, from
community objections to the
proposed Muddy Creek solar
project, budget approvals and
public safety updates. The
meeting drew attention to on-
going tensions over land use
and local governance.

Troy Jones and Steve Hood,
representing the “Friends of
Gap Road,” provided an up-
date on their opposition to the
proposed 1,600-acre Muddy
Creek Solar Park, a photovol-
taic solar plant. The group has
been vocal about the project’s
potential impact on farm-
land. Jones highlighted that
the project developers sent a
letter to the Oregon Depart-
ment of Energy on April 6, but
have yet to engage with the
Department of State Lands or
complete a required two-year
land study or resource study, a
requirement to proceed on the
project.

“It's not about power or
clean energy; it's about dol-
lars,” Jones said, emphasizing
the group’s stance against us-
ing farmland for commercial
energy projects.

Mayor Dee Craven ex-
pressed support, stating, “We
will continue to support you,”
and echoed concerns about
the use of tax dollars.

The group also reported ef-
forts to influence legislation,

including sponsoring a bill to
prohibit solar projects on Ex-
clusive Farm Use (EFU) land.
The bill reached a hearing be-
fore the climate committee,
chaired by Rep. John Lively,
but was ultimately rejected.

Linn County Commission-
er Roger Nyquist is consult-
ing legal experts on the issue
of commercial energy usage
on EFU land. Councilor Dave
Hansen inquired about pos-
sible modifications to the so-
lar project’s plans, noting the
developers’ failure to address
a wetlands study with the De-
partment of State Lands say-
ing this was “poorly done.”

In other business, the coun-
cil opened the public hearing
for the 2025-2026 budget. No
public comments or council
discussions were recorded,
and both the use of state rev-
enue sharing funds and the
budget were unanimously ap-
proved.

Linn County Sheriff's Sgt.
Steve Frambes provided a
public safety update, noting
a relatively quiet May with
one arrest for unlawful use
of a weapon in a domestic vi-
olence incident that resulted
in a deputy employing a taser
and a vehicle-versus-pedestri-
an crash tied to a “relationship
issue between a couple gentle-
man and a female.”

No property crimes,
Frambes continued, “Love
to see that” June, however,
was marked by multiple fatal

Flipping out on the Fourth

By Sarah Brown
Of The New Era

The Brownsville Rural Fire
District kicked off the Fourth
of July with its annual pan-
cake breakfast fundraiser at
Pioneer Park.

While the line remained
long with newly arriving res-
idents and park campers, an
efficient flow of volunteer
servers moved the hungry
guests through with ease.

Fire Captain Roy Houtz
flipped pancake after pan-
cake into the air before they
landed on plates, and “The
Eggettes” served hot eggs and
sausages in between a little
hip-shaking to upbeat music.
Other volunteers prepared

batter, washed dishes, kept
the orange juice and coffee
flowing, and topped off pan-
cakes with mini American
flag picks.

According to firefighter
Tika Harrison, the fundrais-
er earned $3,171 toward the
$§7,700 cost of the fireworks
show, which is also organized
by Brownsville's fire depart-
ment.

Connect Linn County kept
families entertained through-
out the rest of the day at Pi-
oneer Park with games and
food, including a visit with
Tow-Mater, until nightfall in-
vited the piece de résistance -
an explosion of fireworks over
the historic park grounds.

CCB# 110950

crashes and hiking incidents
in the county, including the
deaths of several teenagers,
straining resources.

“Just terrible to deal with,”
said Frambes.

Public Works Director Karl
Frink reported a busy period
preparing for the Pioneer Pic-
nic, fixing a water main break
and maintaining the cemetery.

City Administrator Scott
McDowell discussed the weed
and nuisance season, noting
only two forced mowings this
year compared to the usual 12
to 20.

“We had a really good year,”
McDowell noted.

He also highlighted upcom-
ing events, including Rally
on the River (July 16-22) and
Stand By Me Day (July 26), and
reported vandalism in public
restrooms, which he described
as a “norm” requiring regular
maintenance.

The council addressed cit-
izen concerns, including Mi-
chael Humphries’ objection
to the placement of commu-
nity comments at the start of
meetings.

“My concern is the place-
ment on the agenda,” he said,
noting he preferred comments
at the end to allow residents to
respond to agenda items. Cra-
ven responded that “part of
the function of it, it forces you
to do your homework, look at
the agenda and then you're at
the front of the legislative and
all the decision making pro—

cesses.”

McDowell noted the second
comment period was rarely
used in his 19 years with the
city, and gave support to keep
comments earlier in the meet-
ing.

Another resident, Jack Al-
sam, raised concerns about
public restroom conditions,
saying, “It’s discouraging. It's a
bad light if anyone from out of
town uses it.”

McDowell agreed city staff
regularly check the bathrooms
because it's a common com-
plaint.

“If you're going to have
public facilities they will be
vandalized,” he said. “We will
continue to monitor it. It's dis-
heartening to a degree, a com-
plete disrespect to the com-
mon good.”

On the legislative front, the
council adopted water and
sewer rate adjustments, with
a “reasonable increase” for wa-
ter and a 3% sewer rate hike,
as authorized by city code.

“We hate any sort of rate
or raise, but we have to do it,”
Councilor Mike Winklepleck
said.

The council also approved
the fiscal year budget, budget
transfers from the previous
year, and a delinquent assess-
ment for one property. A re-
quest to close Pebble Street for
a July 4 block party in the Riv-
ers Edge development was ap-
proved, contingent on receiv-
ing an insurance certificate.

Photo by Sarah Brown

Jason Curtis, at left, keeps his eyes on a flying pancake
flipped by Roy Houtz, right, at the Brownsville Fire
Department's pancake fundraiser.

We support The New Eral

lectrical
ystems

ervices

Dan and
Cindy Rice

The city received a certified
letter from the Department of
Environmental Quality (DEQ)
requiring the city to do a shade
study along the Calapooia Riv-
er to address water tempera-
ture concerns. The city must
conduct the study, but faces
challenges as there are no spe-
cific parameters at this point
from the DEQ. The issue was
referred to the communica-
tions committee for further
review and drafting of a letter
of response.

Winklepleck reported col-
laboration with the American
Legion to display banners de-
signed to recognize local vet-
erans. The meeting concluded
with Craven sharing a person-
al anecdote about his son'’s lost
helmet being returned from
the park to City Hall by a good
samaritan.

“It holds testament to
Brownsville and the city we
live in,” he said.

Craven also requested a
moment of silence for first
responders killed in a mass
shooting in Idaho.

The councils next meet-
ing will include a Standard &
Poor’s rating review, with ex-
pectations of maintaining or
improving to at least an A to
A-minus rating.

“I expect that could go up,”
McDowell said.

Pioneery ;
Bookkeeping &

Tax Service

“Full Service for
Small Business!”

-Tax Preparations-

Cindy Clark,
OBTP#BOOé%

202 Main Street, Brownsville
541-466-3144

P
Qrmandos
Mexican Resbaurant
DELICIOUS

122 SPAULDING AVE.
BROWNSVILLE
541-466-3636
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Feral Cats -- Fixed
with shots. Need
Homes / barns
ASAP. Call Dawn,
Sweet Home 970-
690-1868

(Jun.25-Jul.16)

Public Notices

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE
CONTENTS OF STORAGE ARE MISC
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS
Unit #4 Ashley Stinson
Unit #9 Tracia West
Unit #14 Robin Craig
Unit #25 Sheri Draheim
Unit #39 Aaron Heintzman
Auction by bigl3.com July 11 - July 20
A Good Choice Self Storage
1580 W Airway Road
Lebanon, OR 97355
(541) 224-7895
(Jun.25-Jul.9)

Notice of sale of personal property
under Landlords Possessory Lien.
Personal property left in the following
units have been seized for Non-pay-
ment of rent and will be sold at The
Storage Depot, 2887 SW Ferry St
Albany, OR 97322 on July 31, 2025
at 12:00pm. The following units are
available for viewing and live public
sale at 12:00pm: G0721 (Clark Boyd),
11093 (Kelsey Reynolds), 11048 (Sheri
Belcher), F0669 (Greg Dana), J2072
(Ashley Gaffney), E0528 (George Gi-
rard), B0216 (Natalie Jones), J2018
(Mandy Lawson), GO737 (Lisa Miller),
G0733 (Joetta Owens), J2019 (Deb-
ra Tilley), F0633 (Amanda Turcott),

K3043 (Mary Wreyford)
(Jul.2-Jul.9)

Notice of sale of personal property
under landlord’s possessory lien.
Personal property left in the following
units have been seized for non-pay-
ment of rent and will be sold at The
Storage Depot- 4199 Main St. Sweet
Home, OR 97386 on July 30, 2025.
The following units are available for
viewing at 10:00am and will be sold

to the highest bidder: Keith R. Groat
- A451, Tara Saunders - A456, Diana
Hall - B217, Tara Saunders - D310,
Jamie Cockrell - D130, Alicia Stewart
- B133, Amber Steinborn - D357, Dixie
Samson - D434, Otis Lozinto - A212,
Katie King - B146, Tony W Jones -
B233, Brad Taylor & Cynthia John-
ston - B135, Elizabeth Herbert - B313,
Renee Godell - A480, Brian George -
A429, Carmen Espinosa - A324, Alex-
ine Alewine - C178.

(Jul.2-Jul.9)

Notice of sale of personal property
under Landlords Possessory lien.
Personal property left in the following
units have been seized for Non-pay-
ment of rent and will be sold at The
Storage Depot, 111 Davidson St. NE
Albany, OR 97321 July 31, 2025 at
10:00am. Poole, Kelly #C149; Garcia
I, Abel #C104; Payne, Leslie #C147;
Baker, Phillip #F109; Soto-Galvan,
Angel #F104; Whitecotton, Roger #A33
(Jul.2-Jul.9)

Notice of sale of personal property
under landlord’s possessory lien.
Personal property left in the following
units have been seized for non-pay-
ment of rent and will be sold at The
Storage Depot- 36666, Hwy 34, Leb-
anon OR 97355 on July 25th, 2025 at
10:00 am: Andy Erikson CC22; Rachel
Hodson DL7; Hannah Horn DL3; Ste-
vie Johnson DC40; Nicholas Bober
F16; Tina Goodenough ALO8; Laura
Hughes BL36; Joshua Koenig DC72;
Scott Lawrence DC85; Kathleen Mc-

Clure FCT1; Joy Stackhouse BL48.
(Jul.2-Jul.9)

NOTICE TO INTERESTED PERSONS:
Probate proceedings in the Estate
of Jackie Sylvia Bowers, deceased,
are now pending in the Circuit Court
for Linn County, Oregon, Case No.
25PB04314. Richard Bowers has been
appointed as personal representa-
tive of Decedent. All persons having
claims against the Estate are required
to present them, in due form, with-
in four months after the date of first

1~

>
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Transform your bath -
with a walk-in tub

= A FREE i
" IN-HOME CONSULTATION 855-96/3-618§-."

*Subject to 3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required.

e
[F:

INTEREST or
PAYMENTS
for 12 MONTHS

Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible
and the proceeds help provide services to
help the blind and visually impaired.

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

voucher

Donate Your Car

Imagine the Difference You Can Make

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:
v a $200 restaurant

Call 1-844-533-9173

Get A Vision Screenin, g Annually

v a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay
at one of 50 locations

Heritasge
tor it B v

Donate Your Vehicle

Call (866) 695-9265 to donate
your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!

B Support Veteran Nonprofits.

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

B Free Pickup & Towing.

B Top Tax Deduction.

A=

While we appreciate every donation,in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept

If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

watercraft, and/or due to the prohibi acquisition

publication of this Notice. The date
of publication of this Notice is July
9, 2025. Claims shall be presented to
the personal representative at this
address: c/o Alec S. Marlega, Arnold
Gallagher P.C., 800 Willamette Street,
Suite 800, PO Box 1758, Eugene, OR
97440-1758, or they may be barred.
All persons whose rights may be af-
fected by these proceedings may
obtain additional information from
the records of the court, the personal
representative, or their attorney, Alec
S. Marlega, whose address is listed
above, and whose telephone number
is (541) 484-0188.

(Jul.9)

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE STATE
OF OREGON FOR THE COUNTY OF
LINN IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF MARY JANE SWANSON, deceased,
Case No. 25PB05765

NOTICE TO INTERESTED PERSONS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
undersigned has been appointed per-
sonal representative of the above es-
tate. All persons having claims against
the estate are required to present the
same, with proper vouchers, to said
personal representative at the office
of Jessica K. Meyer, Jessica K. Meyer
Law, 80 E. Maple St., Lebanon, Oregon
97355, within four months of the date
of first publication of this notice, or
such claims may be barred.
All persons whose rights may be af-
fected by the proceedings may obtain
additional information from the per-
sonal representative or the attorneys
for the personal representative at the
address stated, or from the records of
the Court.

Dated July 9, 2025.

Karen Elaine Nichols, Personal Rep-
resentative. Jessica K. Meyer, OSB
#053242

Jessica K. Meyer Law LLC, 80 E. Maple
St., Lebanon OR 97355.

(Jul.9)

In the Matter of the Intestate Estate
of WILLIAM L. FOLLIN
NOTICE TO INTERESTED PERSONS
Linn County Case No. 25PB05229 NO-
TICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Circuit
Court of Linn County, State of Oregon,
has appointed the undersigned as
Personal Representative of the Estate
of William L. Follin, deceased. All per-
sons having claims against said es-
tate are required to present the same,
with proper vouchers, to the Personal
Representative in care of Sarah Cas-
tleton, of Ivers & Miller Law 317 W.
1st Ave, Suite 302, Albany, OR 97321,
within four (4) months after the date
of first publication of this notice, or

It’s not justa
generator.
It’s a power
move.

Receive a free 5-year warranty

with qualifying purchase*
- valued at $535.

Call 877-557-1912
to schedule your free quote!

GENERAC
e |

*Ters and Conditions apply.

the claims may be barred. All persons
whose rights may be affected by the
proceedings may obtain additional
information from the records of the
court, the personal representative or
the attorney for the personal repre-
sentative.

DATED and first published: July 9,
2025.

Sylvia McClain

Personal Representative

c/o Sarah Castleton

Ivers & Miller Law

PO Box 1033

317 First Ave W., Suite 302

Albany, OR 97321

(541) 928-5875

sarah@ivers.law

(Jul.9)

CENTRAL WILLAMETTE CREDIT
UNION v. DESTINY L. WILSON and
ISAAC N. HOSKINS

SUMMONS - CASE NO. 25CV23154

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE STATE
OF OREGON FOR THE COUNTY OF
LINN

TO: Destiny L. Wilson, the above-
named defendant.

You are hereby required to appear and
defend the complaint filed against
you in the above entitled action with-
in thirty (30) days from the date of the
first publication of this summons, and
in case of your failure to appear and
answer, plaintiff for want thereof will
apply to the above entitled court for
the relief prayed for in its complaint,
to-wit:

1. For the principal sum of $11,006.00,
plus late fees in the amount of
$156.87, plus accrued interest in the
amount of $1735.92 through April 2,
2025, plus interest accruing on the
principal balance at the contract rate
of 10.74 percent per annum ($3.238
per diem) from April 3, 2025, until the
date judgment is entered;

2. For Plaintiff ’s reasonable attorney
fees, costs and disbursements in-
curred herein;

3. For interest on the sum of para-
graphs 1 and 2 above at the contract
rate of 10.74 percent per annum, from
the date judgment is entered until
paid in full; and

4, For such other relief as the court
deems just and proper.

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: READ CARE-
FULLY!! YOU MUST "APPEAR" IN THIS
CASE OR THE OTHER SIDE WILL WIN
AUTOMATICALLY. TO "APPEAR" YOU
MUST FILE WITH THE COURT A LE-
GAL PAPER CALLED A "MOTION" OR
"ANSWER" THE MOTION OR ANSWER
(OR "REPLY") MUST BE GIVEN TO
THE COURT CLERK OR ADMINISTRA-

Be prepared before the next power outage.

s, HNNR
Ty

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide!
No Repairs. No Fuss.

- Fair Cash Offer
* Quick Closing
» No Realtor Fees - Convenient Closing Date

LizBuys

» No House Repairs
« Simple Home Sale

Call (866) 249-8679

TOR WITHIN 30 DAYS OF THE DATE
OF FIRST PUBLICATION SPECIFIED
HEREIN ALONG WITH THE REQUIRED
FILING FEE. IT MUST BE IN PROPER
FORM AND HAVE PROOF OF SERVICE
ON THE PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY OR,
IF THE PLAINTIFF DOES NOT HAVE AN
ATTORNEY, PROOF OF SERVICE UPON
THE PLAINTIFF. IF YOU HAVE ANY
QUESTIONS, YOU SHOULD SEE AN AT-
TORNEY IMMEDIATELY. IF YOU NEED
HELP IN FINDING AN ATTORNEY, YOU
MAY CONTACT THE OREGON STATE
BAR'S LAWYER REFERRAL SERVICE
ONLINE AT WWW.OREGONSTATEBAR.
ORG ORBY CALLING AT (503) 684-3763
(IN THE PORTLAND METROPOLITAN
AREA) OR TOLL-FREE ELSEWHERE IN
OREGON AT (800) 452-7636.

This summons is published by order
of Circuit Court Thomas A. McHill of
the above-entitled Court made on the
2nd day of June 2025, directing pub-
lication of this summons once each
week for four consecutive weeks in
a newspaper of general circulation in
Linn County, Oregon.

Date of first publication: July 9, 2025
Date of last publication: July 30, 2025
Michelle M. Bertolino, OSB #912130
Of Attorneys for Plaintiff

FARLEIGH WADAWITT

121 SW Morrison, Suite 600

Portland, OR 97204-3136

(503) 228-6044
mbertolino@fwwlaw.com

(Jul.9-Jul 30)

Statewide Notices

SERVICES: DIVORCE $130. Complete
preparation. Includes children, cus-
tody, support, property and bills
division. No court appearances. Di-
vorced in 1-5 weeks possible. 503-
772-5295.  www.paralegalalterna-
tives.com legalalt@msn.com.

SERVICES: Donate your car, truck,
boat, RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE ve-
hicle pickup and receive a top tax de-
duction! Call Veteran Car Donations
at 1-866-695-9265 today!

SERVICES: Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to as-
sist the blind and visually impaired.
Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle pick-
up and secure a generous tax credit
for 2025. Call Heritage for the Blind
Today at 1-844-533-9173 today!

SERVICES: We Buy Houses for Cash
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any con-
dition. Easy three step process: Call,
get cash offer and get paid. Get your
fair cash offer today by calling Liz
Buys Houses: 1-866-249-8679.

SERVICES: We buy 8,000 cars a week.
Sell your old, busted or junk car with
no hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell
your car to Peddle. Easy three step
process. Instant offer. Free pickup.
Fast payment. Call 1-855-980-4382.

SERVICES:

The bathroom of your dreams in as
little as 1 day. Limited Time Offer -
$1000 off or No Payments and No
Interest for 18 months for custom-
ers who qualify. BCI Bath & Shower.
Many options available. Quality ma-
terials & professional installation.
Senior & Military Discounts Available.
Call Today! 1-844-847-9778.

SERVICES: Safe Step. North Ameri-
ca’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line in-
stallation and service. Now featuring
our FREE shower package and $1600
Off for a limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call Safe Step
1-833-395-1433.
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Is the city’s electric vehicle
charging station getting any use?

By Sarah Brown
Of The New Era

One year ago, the City of
Sweet Home installed an elec-
tric vehicle charging station
- something that may have
seemed, to some, out of place
in such a rural area where
generations of people have
lived their lives off the natural
resources of timber, fish and
homegrown smiles.

The New Era checked in with
the city to see if the charging
station is getting any use.
Here'’s what we found.

The EV station went live in
June 2024. The first use it got
was on Aug. 13, 2024. Since
then, there have been 418
charging sessions - an aver-
age of approximately one car
per day - distributing a total
0f 9,905.485 kilowatts per hour
(kwh). It takes an average of 32
minutes to charge a car.

According to Deputy City

Manager Cecily Pretty, the city
shares the revenue with Pacif-
ic Power. Sweet Home to date
has earned $2,971.06, which is
placed into the streets portion
of the city’s General Fund.

It was former city manager
Kelcey Young who secured the
EV station, which cost the city
nothing because it was funded
through a Pacific Power grant.

The city stated on its web-
site, “This is a grant-funded
project intended to provide ve-
hicle charging as an amenity in
Sweet Home’s downtown area
in order to increase tourism
and support the green energy
initiative in Sweet Home and
the neighboring areas.”

Young envisioned adding
one or two additional stations
when grants became available.
While the city continues to
keep an eye out for those grant
opportunities, Pretty said it's
not a top priority.

“We have other higher prior-
ity projects right now and we
would want to be thoughtful
about the location for any ad-
ditional charging stations, so
we don't have a site identified
currently,” she said.

Young had said many com-
muters pass through Sweet
Home on their way to Bend
from the coast and Portland
area, where electric vehicles
are more common. Sweet
Home's EV station was the only
fast-charging station she was
aware of along the Highway 20
corridor. It was Young’s hope
that users would spend mon-
ey in Sweet Home while they
waited for their cars to charge.

“We're pleased to offer the
charging station as an option
for locals and visitors, partic-
ularly because of our location
as a typical ‘last stop’ before
heading over the mountains,’
Pretty told The New Era.

Samaritan, Santiam Hospital cease
affiliation pursuit

After a year of due diligence
and operational exploration,
Samaritan Health Services and
Santiam Hospital and Clinics
announced their mutual deci-
sion to cease pursuit of formal
affiliation.

In a press release, the non-
profits stated they remain
committed to their missions of
service within the region and
will continue to look for ways
to collaborate that might ben-
efit the health and well-being
of the community from the
mid-Willamette Valley through
the central Oregon coast re-
gions. Patient care, they said,
should not be impacted by this
decision.

Samaritan Health Services
and Santiam Hospital and
Clinics a year ago signed a de-
finitive agreement and were
seeking approval from the Or-
egon Health Authority to affil-
iate in early summer of 2025.

The two organizations signed

a nonbinding letter of intent in
late May of 2024 “to allow the
parties to further evaluate the
affiliation with the anticipated
outcome of Santiam Hospital
and Clinics becoming part of
Samaritan Health Services,”
Samaritan stated in a news re-
lease.

Theideawasthat asnonprof-
it, community-based health
systems with similar missions,
visions, values, and cultures,
\ joining together through
affiliation would strengthen
both organizations through
increased access to services,
improving health equity and
enhancing services provided
to communities throughout
the mid-Willamette Valley and
central Oregon coast regions,
Samaritan said.

Samaritan Health Services
is a nonprofit regional health
system that brings togeth-
er five community hospitals,
more than 100 physician clin-

ics and multiple health insur-
ance plans to serve more than
290,000 residents in Oregon's
Benton, Lincoln and Linn
counties.

Samaritan employs more
than 5,000 workers, including
620 clinicians, and is governed
by a volunteer board, which
includes community mem-
bers, physicians and hospital
leaders.

Santiam Hospital and Clinics
is a nonprofit health care orga-
nization, governed by a volun-
teer board of directors.

Santiam Hospital and Clinics
is an independent, acute-care
hospital in Stayton, operating
12 clinics serving the Santiam
Canyon in Marion and Linn
counties. Santiam Hospital
& Clinics serves more than
40,000 residents and employs
more than 600 staff, including
70 medical staff focused on
community-based care.

PUBLIC SAFETY
From page 10

43000 block North River Rd.
Mallory Murray, 18, of Sweet
Home, cited for operating
unsafe vehicle. Non-injury.

2:09 p.m. - Scott David
Citro, 49, arrested by Cor-
vallis police for resisting ar-
rest, LCCC warrant for FTA
in burglary case. 18th Ave./
Tamarack St. Lodged at Linn
County Jail.

2:46 p.m. - Jared Louis
Brennan, 39, cited for no op-
erator’s license, driving unin-

sured and failure to register
vehicle, 4200 block Main St.

4:04 p.m. - Nicholas Scott
Warren, 45, arrested at Linn
County Jail for offensive lit-
tering. Was lodged on prior
charges,

4:18 a.m. - Leopoldo Her-
nandez-German, 30, of Al-
bany, cited for speeding,
56/35, Bishop Way/Hume St.,
Brownsville.

5:42 p.m. - Darrell Gene
Mullenix, 51, arrested by
LCSO on SHMC warrants for
FTA in criminal misconduct,
multiple trespassing and

theft cases. Cited to appear
July 23.

8:09 p.m. - Kaylie Jasmyn
Gaylord, 32, arrested for
criminal mischief, resisting
arrest and attempted escape,
1717 9th Ave. Lodged at Linn
County Jail.

10:30 p.m. - Deputy warned
people about trying to secure
spots in Pioneer Park when
park was not open, 100 Pio-
neer Park Rd. Brownsville.
Advised them that they were
technically trespassing. Indi-
viduals confirmed they un-
derstood.

1 2 3 4

WORD —
6 7 8

CLUES ACROSS

1.

4.
10.
11.
12.
14.
15.
16.
18.

22

24

27

30

34.

Neither

Edema (archaic)
Geological time
Confidence

Cerium

Virtual audio cable
World’s longest river

A way to inform

Agents of one’s downfall

. Secretly follow
23.

Put into a position

. Of the desert
26.
. Spanish city
28.
. Regard
31.

And (Latin)
Over there (archaic)
Midway between south

and southeast
Entrap

CLUES DOWN

03N N kW —

hed

12

13.
17.
19.
20.
21.
25.

. American state

. Speaker

. Courses for cars

. Deutschmark

. Beloved “Dubliner”

. Countries of Asia

. Hands have them

. Came down as ice pellets

Thou

. Utter obscenities
Hebrew unit of measurement

Morse code term

Home to the witch trials
One who is older
Closes violently
Unaffiliated

36.
37.
39.

40.
41.
42.
48.
50.
S1.
52.
53.
54.

55.
56.
58.
59.
60.

29.
31.
32.
33.
35.
38.
41.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
49.
56.
57.

Married woman

A place to explore
Assist, usually in some
wrongdoing

Arab ruler

Centiliter

To which

“The Friendly Island”
Inspire with love

Being cheeky to

Up

Middle Eastern country
Compass point that is one
point north of due east
Thus

Covered

Brew

Enter hostilely

Type of bulb

Tag the runner
Trickeries

Polynesian island group
Immoralities

Extremely delicate
Gradual destruction
North American country
Provide the means to do
Fell down on
Emergency medical services
__theline

Church booklet

Russian ballet

Hello

Delaware

Level: Intermediate
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Retiring teacher Davis ‘never could see myself doing anything else’

By Satina Tolman
For The New Era

After 26 years of shaping
young minds at Oak Heights
Elementary, Cindy Davis is
closing her classroom door
one final time.

Davis has taught second,
third and fourth grades at
the school since 1998, ded-
icating her entire Sweet
Home teaching career to
the same campus. Her jour-
ney in education, however,
began much earlier. She
was an early childhood ed-
ucator in California for 15
years, followed by a year
with Head Start in Craw-
fordsville while gaining Or-
egon residency to attend
Oregon State University.

“When you get to be my
age, it's natural to look back
and see whether you did do
something positive for the
world, and I think I can say
yes,” Davis said. “And that
matters to me. That matters
alot”

Davis has always been
sure of her path.

“I just could never see
myself doing anything else,”
she said. “I've never held a
single job that wasn't work-
ing with kids.”

But now, a combination
of health concerns and a
desire to spend more time
with her three grandchil-
dren is pulling her in a new
direction. A single adoptive
mother of a sibling group
of three, Davis has two chil-
dren living locally and one
in Montana.

Retirement means more
time for travel and family,
and a long-awaited Alaska
cruise to see a glacier.

Davis said the most ful-
filling part of teaching has
always been the moments

when students
themselves.

“When they are struggling
and it’s hard but finally they
realize that they have fig-
ured it out and they can do
it. That is fun,” she said. “I
actually enjoy the kids who
struggle the most because
the reward is just so much
bigger when they have a
bigger battle. So whether
the kids are from a family
that is struggling or if they
have learning disabilities,
those kids are the ones who
are so rewarding.”

She vividly remembers
one student who came into
her third-grade class unable
to read.

“The child and I worked
very hard at our relation-
ship and bonding and by
the end of the year he had
grown three grade levels in
reading,” she said. “He went
from being a non-reader to
being at grade level.”

“It’s that connection that
means so much. I've had
seven principals and I've
told them all, ‘I will not get
you the highest test scores
but you can count on the
fact that I will connect with
the kids. I'm about relation-
ships. The reason I'm here is
relationships, it's not about
scores.”

“Fortunately, I've had very
supportive principals.”

Oak Heights Principal
Todd Barrett, who has
worked with Davis for
six years, said she’s had a
unique gift for reaching kids
who struggle most.

“Cindy just has this big
heart,” Barrett said. “It's
amazing how she can take
a kid who is really strug-
gling and find the purpose
and value for that child. She

surprise

has always had that knack
to build a relationship with
the kids that other people
cannot always get to.”
Though she’s quick to ex-
press her love for the work,
Davis doesn't shy away from
discussing the challenges.
“The most challenging
part of being a teacher is
all of the state and federal
rules and politics that ap-
pear to have been made by
people who do not under-
stand children,” she said.
“Because they have so
many dictates now of what
we have to do, it eliminates
a lot of that ability to bring
in project learning and
those kinds of things that
are so magical for kids,” she
said. “You end up spending
more time worrying about
whether something is rel-
evant for a test, and I hate
making decisions based on
whether or not it will come
up on a state test.”
Over time, she’s also seen
a shift in how parents relate
to schools and teachers.
“There feels like there
has been more of an un-
derstanding that teaching
is a difficult job. Covid did a
little bit of that for us,” she
said. “I think the biggest
change is, unfortunately,
negative, and that is the
level of accountability that
parents hold for their kids.
Kids are allowed to behave
differently now than they
were allowed to 26 years
ago.”
What's
change?
“I think it is complicated,
but part of it is the economy
where parents work more
hours than they really want
to, and then they become
more lenient with the time

driving  that

FURNISH HOPE! Established in 1998, Furniture
Share is the only furniture bank serving Benton,
Lincoln, Linn counties and the surrounding areas,
providing essential furniture, household items and
fresh food boxes to approximately 4,000 individuals,

Furniture Share

Furniture to Families in Need

families and veterans in need each year. Secur-

ing shelter for those in need is not enough. A

home without essential furniture is not truly

livable. Beds, tables, chairs, and kitch-
en essentials are fundamental to transforming an
empty space into a functional, dignified home. Join us
in our mission for improving lives and fostering long
term stability. Visit FurnitureShare.org to learn how you
can get involved today!
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Cindy Davis

that they have because who
wants to fight with your
kids when you haven't seen
them all day?” Davis specu-
lated.

“It is multi-layered and
there are many other fac-
tors, and it is frustrating,’
she added.

Still, she makes sure to
acknowledge the many par-
ents who do partner with
educators.

“And it is not all parents
by any means, we have a lot
of parents who work with us
as a team, and I am grateful
for them.”

Through every shift and
challenge, one thing re-
mained constant: her com-
mitment to her students.

“For these 25 to 28 chil-
dren who come into my
room, for a year, they are
mine,” Davis said. “They

E SELL SHE

Photo by Satina Tolman

matter, and I hope they feel
that. That is more import-
ant to me than if they re-
member long division.”

As she prepares to step
away from the classroom,
Davis said it's the peo-
ple, her students and col-
leagues, who will be hardest
to leave.

“This has been my family,”
she said, her voice emotion-
al.

“In the time I have been
here, I have been through
some really horrific things,
including the death of an
infant granddaughter. They
(her co-workers) have been
by me, have had my back,
and I've been cared about.
This place is a family. And
that’'s what I am going to
miss more than anything
else. These are my people.”

S
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Residents drop off their unwanted items while the dumpster
was located at City Hall.

Sweet Home cleaner, leaner

By Sarah Brown
Of The New Era

Sweet Home residents rid
themselves of more than
360 cubic yards of garbage
last month during a citywide
dump collection.

The City of Sweet Home’s
new “Sweet Home Initia-
tive for Neighborhood En-
hancement and Standards”
(S.H.ILN.E.) brought out the
big dumpsters for an eight-
day run at various locations
throughout town last month.

Residents were invited to
take advantage of the op-
portunity to get rid of their
unwanteds free of charge
thanks to Code Enforcement
Officer Ray Grundy, who
came up with the idea.

“Ray Grundy wanted to give
folks an opportunity to clean
up their properties and make
Sweet Home look more beau-
tiful, especially during these

wonderful summer months,”
Deputy City Manager Cecily
Pretty said.

The cost to rid the com-
munity of their garbage was
$5,802.74, paid for out of
Gundy’s abatement budget,
she said, adding a nod to
Sweet Home Sanitation for
their assistance.

The city reported they col-
lected more than 330 cubic
yards of garbage and more
than 30 cubic yards of scrap
metal from 184 households
that brought in 237 loads of
trash. Much of it included
furniture, clothing and gen-
eral household trash.

“We've already seen a re-
duction in open storage code
violations city-wide after the
event, and now we are hope-
ful that people will use this
‘reset’ opportunity to main-
tain compliance going for-
ward,” Pretty said.

JULY 17TH 2-8PM
AT SANKEY PARK

JOIN US FOR AN AFTERNOON OF FUN

- Music - Prizes - Free Food
'Qarnival booths - Kids activities

o« "... (playground +games)

.+ CELEBRATEJESUSFESTIVAL.ORG

By Alex Paul
For The New Era

The 2025 Linn County Fair
will kick off on Thursday, July
17, with free admission for se-
niors and active-duty military
service members, according
to Fair & Expo Center Director
Kris Barnes.

Barnes said a military ID is
required for free military ad-
mission.

General admission is $10, or
$8 for seniors 60-plus. Chil-
dren 12 and under get in free
with a paid adult.

Barnes said the Fair & Expo
Center turns into a small city
for fair week, with more than
150 RVs on-site.

The fair will run through
Saturday, July 19, and includes
daily main stage concerts, free
with paid admission. Reserved
seats are also available, start-
ing at $20.

Main stage concerts start at
8:30 p.m. and include Uncle
Kracker on Thursday, July 17,
Phil Vassar on Friday, July 18,
and Hunter Hayes on Satur-
day, July 19.

From 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
on Thursday, seniors (60-plus)
can play BINGO in the Willa-
mette Building lobby, spon-
sored by KGAL/KSHO radio.

Seniors can also enjoy free
ice cream served by Linn

Az
N

EnergyTrust

of Oregon

County commissioners at 2
p-m. on Thursday at the Spon-
sor Pavilion.

As always, there will be all-
day fun entertainment in Fam-
ilyland.

At 6 p.m. on Thursday, the
Calapooia Arena will roar to
life with the Hell on Hooves
Rodeo and at 6 p.m. on Fri-
day, July 18, little cowboys and
cowgirls will do their best to
hang onto romping sheep at
the Wild N’ Wooly rodeo. Both
events are free with paid fair
admission.

Davis Shows Carnival will be
back, providing thrilling rides
for all ages and the concourse
area will be filled with food
vendors.

Barnes reminds people that
Goldfish Farm Road is closed

WHEN IT COMES TO SAVING MONEY,
YOUR HOME HAS A LOT TO SAY.

TAKE THE ONLINE HOME ENERGY ASSESSMENT
To learn more, visit www.energytrust.org/assessment.

File Photo

due to a construction proj-
ect, so traffic may be heavy at
times. He suggested allowing
plenty of time and to arrive
early for evening concerts. Tra-
ditionally, he said, traffic picks
up about 4 p.m. as people ar-
rive for the concerts.

In addition to the Linn Coun-
ty Fair, the Linn County 4-H
and FFA fair kicks off on Mon-
day, July 14, and will culminate
with the annual livestock auc-
tion on Saturday, July 19, in the
Calapooia Arena. Bidder regis-
tration starts at 9 a.m.,, lunch
will be at 11 a.m. and the sale
will start at 12 noon.

The Linn County Fair & Expo
Center is at 3700 Knox Butte
Road East. For complete fair
information, visit www.linn-
countyfair.com.
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THURSCAY

UNCLE KRACKER

SATURDAY

HUNTER HAYES

THURSDAY FRIDAY RESERVED SEATS

JULY 17 | JuLY 18™ STARTING AT
ROUGH STOCK  WILD N’ WOOLY 520
RODEO @ 6:00
@ 6:00

Activities For information and deals...
v Carnival Thrills Be in the know... text GOEXPO

v Familyland Fun El E Scan hef'e o

v Commercial Vendors
a1 get
v Animals Starteq

v Delicious Food & Drink E é/

FORINFO AND TICKETS GO TO LINNCOUNTYFAIR.COM



