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Police identify 
remains found 
in 1976 east of 
Sweet Home
The New Era Staff

Oregon State Police an-
nounced Tuesday, Sept. 16, 
that they have identified the 
skeletal remains of a young 
woman discovered 49 years 
ago approximately 17 miles 
east of Sweet Home.

On July 24, 1976, the skel-
etal remains of the young 
woman were found in the 
area of Wolf Creek, which 
runs parallel to Swamp 
Mountain Road between 
Cascadia Park and Sweet 
Home Fire Station 24.

In June the remains were 
positively 
identif ied 
as Mari-
on Vinet-
ta Nagle 
McWhort-
er, OSP an-
n o u n c e d 
in a state-
ment on 
Sept. 16.  
McWhort-
er had last 
been seen 
at a Tigard 
s h o p p i n g 
mall in 1974. She was 21 
years old at the time and 
was never heard from again.

In 1976, a moss hunter 
discovered a skull with sev-
eral teeth and notified local 
law enforcement immedi-
ately. The New Era reported 
then that the moss hunter 
was David Allen Shearer, 20, 
of Long Beach, Calif. 

The Linn County Sheriff’s 
Office deputies and explor-
ers from Search and Rescue 
Post 64 of Albany accompa-
nied Shearer back to the site, 
where they recovered addi-
tional skeletal remains. 

Along with the remains, 
investigators located a clog-
style shoe, a fraying fringed 
leather coat, a leather belt 
with Native American-style 
beadwork, two metal rings, 
and a pair of degraded Levi’s 
jeans, which were retained 
as evidence.

The skeletal remains were 
transferred to the Oregon 
State Medical Examiner’s 
Office, where they were ex-
amined by a pathologist and 
odontologist. The findings of 

Vandalism closes Weddle Bridge
By Sarah Brown
Of The New Era

The City of Sweet Home 
announced on Monday, 
Sept. 15, that Weddle Bridge 
is now closed to public ac-
cess due to “ongoing and 
escalating issues with van-
dalism.” 

Deputy City Manager Ce-
cily Pretty told The New Era 
that the vandalism the city 
has been dealing with in-
cludes trash, painting/tag-
ging, carving into the wood, 
evidence of fires under the 
bridge, illegal dumping, re-
moval of wood planks, de-
facing of signage, and dam-
age to a security camera.

Since the beginning of the 
school year the bridge has 
attracted groups of juveniles 
who congregate on it, mostly 
after school. 

“We experience issues at 
least weekly right now, and 
there does seem to be a cor-
relation between increases 
in incidents and school be-
ing in session,” Pretty said.

The bridge will be closed 
“until further notice.” 

Pretty said the city needs 
to assess what other mea-
sures they might be able to 
take to improve security of 
the bridge (such as increased 
foot patrols and more cam-
eras), as well as determine if 

the city has the budget and 
staffing to support it. 

“We will likely open the 
bridge up for large commu-
nity events, such as Harvest 
Festival, but we expect it will 
otherwise remain closed for 
the foreseeable future,” she 
said.

The city asks that every-
one respect the gates now 
blocking off the bridge, and 
not climb on the bridge. Ac-
cessing the bridge while the 
gates are closed is consid-
ered trespassing.

If anyone sees someone 
damaging the bridge or park, 
report it at (541) 367-5181.

See Identified, Page 11

Fire Training

Photo by Scott Swanson
Weddle Bridge gates are locked due to vandalism that recently began “escalating” according to city officials. 

Photo by Scott Swanson
A firefighter sprays water to control flames during a training exercise Wednesday, Sept. 17, on the Old Mill 
Property north of 24th Avenue. See more details and photos on page 9.

This is a forensic 
artist's drawing 
from  evidence 
recovered 
following the 
death of Marion 
McWhorter.
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Alta Cochell
March 3, 1942 - Sept. 12, 2025

Alta Katherine Cochell 
passed away on Sept. 12, 
2025, in Cottage Grove, at the 
age of 83. 

Born on March 3, 1942, 
to Ralph and Mabel Sulli-
van in Sweet 
Home, Alta 
– known to 
everyone as 
Kathy – was 
the young-
est of three 
children. She 
grew up in 
nearby Holley alongside her 
brothers, Leo and Robert. 

A graduate of Sweet Home 
Union High School in 1960, 
she married Richard Co-
chell later that year at Hol-
ley Church. The couple made 
their home in Cottage Grove, 
where they raised their fam-
ily. 

Kathy worked as a teacher’s 
aide at Bohemia Elementary 
School in Cottage Grove for 
20 years. Her coworkers re-
member her for her positive 
spirit and genuine concern 
for the students and staff 
whose lives she touched. 

Kathy’s greatest loves in life 
were her Lord Jesus, her hus-
band and her family. She and 
her family were members of 
the Church of Christ at 6th 
and Gibbs in Cottage Grove, 
where Kathy often played pi-
ano during worship services. 

She began playing piano as 
a child and continued to find 
joy in music throughout her 
life. She also loved reading 
and shared this passion with 
her children and grandchil-
dren. 

Kathy was preceded in 
death by her parents and her 
brothers. 

She is survived by her hus-
band of 65 years, Richard; 
daughter Lenette Bailey of 
Cottage Grove; two sons, Gale 
Cochell of Oasis, Idaho and 
Trevor Cochell of Cottage 
Grove; six grandchildren and 
five great-grandchildren. 

Kathy will be remembered 
by all who knew and loved 
her as a kind and gentle soul 
who was dedicated to her 
Lord and devoted to her fam-
ily. 

A celebration of life was 
held Sept.  20 at the Church 
of Christ at 6th and Gibbs. 

Arrangements are in the 
care of Smith-Lund-Mills Fu-
neral Chapel and Crematori-
um.

Paid Obituary

Frank Brown
Feb. 24, 1961 - Aug. 27, 2025

Frank Brown, 64, of Leba-
non, recently of Sweet Home, 
passed away after a battle 
with liver cancer. 

He was born Feb. 24, 1961, 
in Albany to Ray and Helen 
Brown. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Shawn Brown; parents Roy 
and Helen Brown of Soda-
ville; brothers Bobby Brown 
of Vancouver, Wash.; Jimmy 
Brown of Albany, and  Johnny 
Brown of Sweet Home; daugh-
ter Dana Anderson of Albany; 
step-daughter Ashley Lowery 
of Salem; son Josh Brown of 
Dallas; and stepson Joshua 
Jackson of Salem; nieces and 
nephews; grandchildren; and 
great-grandchildren.  

He was preceded in death 

by his sister Barbara. 

Donald Blankenship
June 11, 1952 - Sept. 13, 2025

Donald Blankenship, 73, 
of Sweet Home, passed away 
Sept. 13, 2025. 

He was 
born June 11, 
1952, to Hel-
en L. (Hill) 
and Boyd 
L.D. Blan-
kenship in 
Hector, Ark.

He gradu-
ated from Sweet Home High 
School and attended Kirkland 
Northwest Bible College and 
Oral Roberts Bible College in 
Tulsa, Okla. 

Donald was a restaurant 
cook; his last job was at the 
Taft Home in Portland. He 
moved back to Sweet Home 
in 2015.

Donald loved his agates. 
He enjoyed going to the lake 
and finding strange wood to 
whittle. He liked plants of all 
kinds. He was a very good art-
ist, using oil paint as his me-
dium. Donald also played the 
piano and was very talented.

He is survived by his broth-
er, Paul Blankenship of Shedd, 
and sister Charolette (Leach) 
Popovic of Yuma, Ariz. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Helen and 
Boyd Blankenship; and sister 
Janice Majors.

A celebration of life will be 
held at 11:30 a.m. Saturday, 
Oct. 4, at Kings Chapel, 65 
West Grant St., Lebanon. 

Sweet Home Funeral Chap-
el is handling the arrange-
ments. 

Jerry Hay
April 8, 1955 - Sept. 5, 2025

 Jerry Don Hay, 70, of Sweet 
Home, passed away on Sept. 
5, 2025, at Good Samaritan 
Regional Medical Center in 
Corvallis.  

Jerry was 
born on April 
8, 1955, in 
Y a n k t o n , 
S.D., to John 
Neil Hay, 
Sr. and La-
Vern Fran-
ces (Daniels) 
Hay.  

He was the second born of 
their six children. Jerry lived 
in South Dakota, New York, 
Arizona, and California, be-
fore the family settled in 
Sweet Home in the summer 
of 1965.  

Jerry graduated from Sweet 
Home High School in 1973. 
While in high school he com-
peted on the swimming team. 

Following high school, Jerry 
attended both Southern Ore-
gon State College (now SOU) 
and Linn-Benton Community 
College. 

During summer breaks, Jer-
ry fire watched for Willamette 
Industries and also helped 
build forest roads as a way to 
earn money for college. 

Through that work, he 
came to know the surround-
ing woods like the back of his 
hand. He could take you any-
where you wanted to go up 
in the hills surrounding the 
Sweet Home area. 

Ultimately, Jerry decided 
not to pursue a college degree. 
He went to work for Tomco 
Mill, followed by Willamette 
Industries, Weyerhaeuser, 
and Murphy, where he retired 
in 2018.

Through the knowledge he 
gained in his early work life, 
Jerry knew the timber roads 
well, and that knowledge 
came in handy while hunting.

He knew the places to go 
and how to get there. Jerry was 
an avid hunter and had many 
mounted deer racks to show 
for it. In his younger years, he 
did a lot of steelhead, salmon, 
and trout fishing.

 In 2002, at a barbecue at 
the home of mutual friends, 
Jerry met Bev Gaskey. That 
chance meeting turned into 
a 23-year love story which 
resulted in their marriage on 
Aug. 20, 2016.  

Jerry is survived by his wife, 
Bev; and the two daughters 
he never knew he wanted: 
step-daughters Leslie Ander-
son (Zack Graber), and Jen-
na Anderson ( Jake Jeppson); 
grandchildren Justin Gra-
ber, Emma Graber, and Ma-
son Flores; brother Jim (Lori) 
and sister Danielle Hanscam 
(Steve), all of Sweet Home; 
brother Scott (Gretchen) of 
Mount Angel; sister-in-law 
Kathy Hay of Sweet Home; 
sister-in-law Angie Houck 
Hay of Prineville; brother-
in-law Larry Gaskey of Sweet 
Home; and many nieces, 
nephews, great-nieces, and 
great-nephews.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, John (2013) 
and LaVern (2018) Hay; his in-
laws, Sonny (2004) and  Mag-
gie (2003) Gaskey; brothers 
John (2019) and Clark (2024); 
and nephew Casey Hanscam 
(2015).

A celebration of Jerry’s life 
will be held at a later date. 

Sweet Home Funeral Chap-
el is handling the arrange-
ments.

Paid Obituary

Clara Lowe
Nov. 1, 1948 - Sept. 15, 2025

Clara Kathleen Lowe, 76, 
of Sweet Home, passed away 
Sept. 15, 2025. 

She was born Nov. 1, 1948, 
to Clara (Counts) and Milton 
Presley in Lebanon.

She resided in Lebanon 
until she was married. She 

moved to Brownsville for a 
short time, then settled in 
Sweet Home area, where she 
lived for over 50 years.

Clara was a licensed hair-
dresser and worked several 
years at the Point Restaurant 
as a kitchen aid and baker.

She loved to decorate cakes, 
enjoyed crocheting and var-
ious needle point projects. 
Clara adored spending time 
with her grandchildren.

She is survived by her 
daughter, Karri (Matt) Sta-
neart of Corvallis; son Ja-
son (Christy Perrigo) Lowe 
of Sweet Home; brother Jeff 
Presley of Arkansas; and five 
grandchildren. 

She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Leland Lowe; 
brother Milford Presley; fa-
ther Milton Presley; mother 
Clara Presley and daughter-
in-law Darlinda Lowe.

A graveside service will be 
held at 3 p.m. Friday, Sept. 26, 
at Gilliland Cemetery. 

Sweet Home Funeral Chap-
el is handling the arrange-
ments. 

Michael Northern
April 7, 2005 - Sept. 6, 2025

Michael W. Northern, 20, 
of Sweet Home, passed away 
Sept. 6, 2025. 

He was 
born April 7, 
2005, to Ni-
cole Schrick 
and James 
Northern in 
Albany, Ore-
gon.

He grad-
uated from McNary High 
School and attended Cheme-
keta Community College in 
Salem. Most recently, he was 
going to truck driving school 
and about to get his CDL.

Michael enjoyed tinkering 
with electronic and auto-
motive machinery. He liked 
playing Dungeon and Drag-
ons and Magic: The Gathering 
card game.

He is survived by his fa-
ther, James Northern of 
Sweet Home; mother Nicole 
Schrick of Lebanon; brother 
Ryan Schrick of Sweet Home; 
sister Veronica Schrick of Sa-
lem; aunt Robbie Blevins; un-
cles Rocky Morse and Andy 
Schrick; and grandmother 
Coleen Schrick. 

He was preceded in death by 
his grandpa Robert Schrick, 
who passed on the same day 
as he did.

A memorial service will be 
at 1 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 30, at 
Sweet Home Funeral Chap-
el,  followed by a niche place-
ment at Gilliland Cemetery.

 Sweet Home Funeral Chap-
el is handling the arrange-
ments. 

OBITUARIES

Back in Old South Bend Stomping Grounds
The New Era went with Allen Hall and daughter 

Courtney Hankins on a trip to South Bend, Wash., to 
visit where Allen was born and grew up. Allen had been 
wanting to take his daughter to his birth place for quite 
some time and finally made it happen this summer. They 
also visited the cemetery where Allen's grandparents, 
Courtney's great-grandparents were buried in Menlo,  
Wash., before returning home.

See Obituaries, Page 3
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Sept. 21
12:56 a.m. - Mandy House, 

41, of Sweet Home, arrested 
for giving false information 
to law enforcement officer, 
failure to carry and present 
a license, and for warrant. 
Cited for driving while sus-
pended. Osage St./12th Ave. 
Report taken.

12:56 a.m. - Rachelle 
Corbin, 39, of Sweet Home, 
cited for driving while sus-
pended, driving uninsured, 
1400 block Long St. 

1:45 p.m. - Trespass re-
ported in 43600 block Ames 
Creek Rd. Matter was re-
solved, but subjects were 
warned of fire danger still in 
effect and of consequences 
for further violations. Fur-
ther details unavailable. 

3:31 p.m. - Caller reported 
vehicle blocking driveway in 
4600 block Main St., adding 
that male and female got out 
of vehicle and left on foot. 
Officer contacted vehicle 
owner, who stated he had 
run out of gas and would get 
it moved as soon as he could 
refuel. 

4:39 p.m. - Caller report-

ed walker and wallet taken 
from resident in Wiley Creek 
Community, 5050 Mountain 
Fir St.  Officer responded, re-
port taken for theft III. Value 
approximately $50. 

4:44 p.m. - Tyler Upmey-
er, 31, cited for offensive 
littering after report of ille-
gal camping in 49000 block 
Quartzville Rd. Upmeyer 
allegedly dumped gray and 
black water on ground. Re-
port taken. 

5:52 p.m. - Abandoned ve-
hicle located on BLM land in 
51200 block Quartzville Rd. 

5:54 p.m. - Joshua Kealo-
hauni Ben Leslie, 37, arrest-
ed for criminal trespass II, 
resisting arrest after call-
er reported male who was 
trespassed from 1700 block 
Spruce St. continued to re-
turn and was asking about 
her daughter.  Leslie cited 
and released. 

6:06 p.m. - Ervin Smith, 72, 
cited for three counts of dog 
at large, SHPD, 1950 Main St.  
According to SHPD, witness-
es said the dog was running 
loose and knocked a woman 
down as she walked down 
the street. 

6:55 p.m. - Lock reported 
stolen from private timber 
gate in 44600 block Wiley 
Creek Dr. Report taken. 

11:14 p.m. - Daniell Miles, 
39, cited for driving while 
suspended, driving unin-
sured, speeding 55/45, Main 
St./53rd Ave. Vehicle towed. 
Sept. 20

12:42 a.m. - LCSO patrol 
vehicle and deer collided in 
25100 block Gap Rd. Deer 
could not be located follow-
ing collision; patrol vehicle 
undamaged. 

11:09 a.m. - Austin Alan 
Ross, 27, arrested by LCSO 
on SHMC warrants for FTA 
in multiple theft cases, FTA 
in eluding case and in theft 
case. Cited to appear Oct. 22. 

11:41 a.m. - Caller report-
ed someone broke locks on 
two sheds at Freedom Hill 
Church, 2470 Main St. Offi-
cer responded, report taken 
for criminal misconduct II, 
theft III. Approximate value 
$50. 

12:11 p.m. - Randall Mc-
Caffery, 67, of Lebanon, cited 
for criminal trespass II after 

deputy responded to report 
of someone locked behind 
Cascade Timber Consulting 
McDowell Creek 600 gate, 
43000 block McDowell Creek 
Rd.  Report taken. 

12:16 p.m. - Ashley Fagan, 
34, of Sweet Home, arrested 
on active felony warrant and 
cited for giving false infor-
mation to law enforcement 
officer, and for warrant, 
29200 block Pleasant Valley 
Rd.  Report taken. 

2:19 p.m. - Vance Eugene 
Marshall, 43, arrested by 
Lane County Sheriff’s Office 
on SHMC warrant for FTC 
in criminal misconduct case. 
Cited to appear Oct. 22. 

2:44 p.m. - Deputy provided 
escort for intoxicated subject 
to their residence, 100 block 
Stanard Ave., Brownsville. 

3:00 p.m. - Joshua Kealo-
hauni Ben Leslie, 37, arrest-
ed for criminal trespass II 
after caller from Safeway, 
1540 Main St., reported that 
Leslie, who had been tres-

passed, was back and refused 
to leave.  Cited and released. 

5:53 p.m. - Caller report-
ed hit and run in 1500 block 
12th Ave. Officer respond-
ed, report taken for hit and 
run-property. Damage esti-
mated at $500. 

5:57 p.m. - Nick Begrin, 
45, of Sweet Home, cited for 
driving while suspended, 
LCCC warrant for FTA, LMC 
warrant for contempt of 
court, and AMC warrant for 
FTA. 45000 block Quartzville 
Rd. Report taken. 

6:08 p.m. - Brandy Lee 
Dozier, 40, arrested by Alba-
ny police on SHMC warrant 
for FTC in criminal driving 
case. Cited to appear Oct. 22. 

7:10 p.m. - Adrian Dietz, 18, 
cited for use of mobile com-
munications device while 
operating vehicle follow-
ing hit and run crash in 900 
block Pinetop St. According 
to SHPD, caller reported gray 
sedan hit rock, then drove 

TODAYS FIRE DANGER IS

The fire danger information 
provided is current at the time 
of publication. For the latest and 
most accurate updates, please 

visit: oregon.gov/odf

MODERATE

TEMPERATURES FORECAST

PRECIPITATION LAKE LEVELS

DATE DAY WEATHERHIGH HIGHLOW LOWPRECIP
September
September 
September
September 
September
September 
September

Thur
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tues
Wed

Sunny
Mostly Sunny
Partly Cloudy
Partly Cloudy
AM Showers

Partly Cloudy
Partly Cloudy

Year to date:
September 24, 2024:

19.91
21.02

Foster Reservoir:
Green Peter Res.:

628.4
905.2

93
82
77
80
77
69
69

77
78
81
74
70
69
74

45
51
50
49
54
51
46

47
49
53
53
51
50
52

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

16
17
18
19
20
21
22

PUBLIC SAFETY
Information for the Public Safety 

report and Courts in The New Era is 
sourced from local law enforcement 
and fire agencies. Addresses provid-
ed generally denote the location of 
the incident or arrest, occasionally 
indicating the origin of the call. In-
cident details, which may not always 
be available from agencies in time 
for publication in our weekly paper 
edition, are often updated online at 
sweethomenews.com as informa-
tion becomes available. Also, due to 
space limitations in our paper edi-
tions, content may be restricted to 
the most recent information, and a 
more extensive version of the Pub-
lic Safety Report will be available at 
sweethomenews.com. 

It is crucial to emphasize that our 
reporting of an individual’s arrest or 
citation for a crime does not imply 
guilt. Determination of guilt can only 
be established through legal pro-
ceedings in court. We commit sig-
nificant effort to following through 
as cases move through the judicial 
process.

Following is a list of abbreviations 
that may appear in our log reports: 
LCSO (Linn County Sheriff’s Office); 
SHPD (Sweet Home Police Depart-
ment); OSP (Oregon State Police); 
LCCC (Linn County Circuit Court); 
LCJC (Linn County Justice Court); 
SHMC (Sweet Home Municipal 
Court); LMC (Lebanon Municipal 
Court); AMC (Albany Municipal 
Court); FTA (failure to appear); FTC 
(failure to comply). A roman numer-
al listed after a charge means that 
the charge is that numbered-degree: 
theft I (first-degree theft).

See Public Safety, Page 4

Warrants are out on the 
following individuals: Tra-
vis Alexander Ayres, Raymond 
Paul Binford, Hope Marie Con-
nors, Ashlee Dee Flanagan, 
Sean Doyle Gay, Nicholas Greg-
ory Godell, Aaron Thomas Hal-
vorson, Noe Hernandez-Reyes, 
Michael Trevor Hilton, Faron 
Walter Kennedy, Tyler Bruce 
Lanz, Charles James Marvel, 
Thomas Junior McCarthey, 
Bryce William McGowan, Eric 
Wayne McKnight, Carrie Lynne 
Miller, James Keith Mortensen, 
Nicholas Alan Nelson, Luis Ge-
rardo Pacheco-Servin, Daniel 
Austin Phillips, Sean Ever Rob-
inson, Tammy Lavonn Robin-
son, James Ryan Routon, Josh-
ua Alexander Williams

Sarah Emily Littell, 49, 
sentenced Sept. 5 to five days 
compensatory service in lieu 
of jail and 12 mos bench pro-
bation after pleading no con-
test to attempt to commit a 
Class A misdemeanor - DV 
assault IV.

Danner Levi Massey, 22, 
sentenced Sept. 15 to 41 
mos. with the Oregon Dept. 

of Corrections and 36 mos. 
post-prison supervision after 
pleading guilty to encour-
aging child sexual abuse I. 
Three additional counts of 
the same were dismissed.

Crossword KEY
Puzzle on page 13

SUDOKU KEY
Puzzle on page 13

CIRCUIT COURT

Doyle Offutt
Nov. 12, 1944 - Sept. 6, 2025

Doyle Wayne Offutt, 80, of 
Sweet Home, passed away 
Sept. 6, 2025. 

He was born Nov. 12, 1944 
in Claude, Texas.

He served in the Army Na-
tional Guard and lived in 
Sweet Home since 1983.

Doyle liked to work with his 
hands and enjoyed working 
in his shop making things out 
of wood or metal. He enjoyed 
fishing and watching old mov-
ies. He loved to eat, especially 
watermelon and peanuts.

Doyle is survived by his 
partner of 35 years, Nancy Al-
verson.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents; sister Sher-
ry; and brothers James and 
Clyde.

Sweet Home Funeral Chap-
el is handling the arrange-
ments. 

Ronald Schrick
Dec. 9, 1950 - Sept. 6, 2025

Ronald Louis Schrick, 74, 
passed away Sept. 6, 2025. 

He was born Dec. 9, 1950, to 
Margaret (Kypers) and Joseph 
Schrick in Lebanon.

Ronald graduated from 
Stayton High School. He 
served in the Navy from 1969, 
including in Vietnam, and re-
tired in 1989.

Ronald liked to talk and vis-
it with people. He enjoyed CB 
and HAM radio.

He is survived by his chil-
dren, Peggy Schrick of Keizer, 
Andy Schrick of Sweet Home, 
and Nicole Schrick of Leba-
non; brother Dennis, sister 
Roberta; and two grandchil-
dren. He was preceded in 
death by his brother Dwayne; 
and grandson Michael North-
ern, who passed on the same 
day as he did.

Sweet Home Funeral Chap-
el is handling the arrange-
ments. 

Death Notices
Anne Mehn
Dec. 17, 1934 - Sept. 18, 2025

Anne Virginia Mehn, 90, 
of Sweet Home, passed away 
Sept. 18, 2025. 

Sweet Home Funeral Chapel 
is handling the arrangements. 
For updated information, visit 
www.sweethomefuneral.com.

OBITUARIES
From page 2
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FROM OUR FILES

Sept. 28, 1950
As many as 16 arrests 

were made this week on a 
variety of charges. Lead-
ing the parade of offenders 
were four persons charged 
with drunkenness, followed 
by three minor traffic cases, 
three persons driving with-
out a license, two minors 
in possession of alcohol, 
and one each on speeding, 
hit and run, reckless driv-
ing and disorderly conduct 
charges. Meanwhile, thefts 
of power saws, other tools, 
measuring tapes and cash 
were reported.

Sept. 25, 1975
A Cascadia man, Bruce 

Richard Eichenberger, 36, 
was found guilty of the 
murder of James Robert 
Brown, 65, also of Casca-
dia. Brown was shot as he 
stood in the Maples Gro-
cery Store. The defense at-
torney said Eichenberger 
was extremely drunk at the 
time and had no intention 
of murdering Brown. The 
prosecutor said Eichen-
berger’s wife was raped by 
Brown and the defendent 
told her he would take care 
of the matter.

Sweet Home Communi-
ty Chapel is using a unique 
fundraising idea by giving 
away money. Based on the 
parable of the talents (Mat-
thew 25:14-30), the church 
members were each given 
$5 to use in whatever ca-

pacity they wished to raise 
money for the church. 
Frank McCubbins held 
a turkey shoot, Les Aus-
tin held a horse show, and 
Steve Nelson offered air-
plane rides. Other services 
offered included car wash-
es, drywall installation, 
drawing, welding, pottery, 
automotive, electrical, and 
cleaning. There were also 
sales of jams and breads, 
jewelry, buttons, paintings, 
plants, macrame hang-
ing pots, wood and leather 
crafts, dolls, stocking caps, 
pillows, pies and more.

Sept. 27. 2000
A Corps of Engineers em-

ployee pulled 83-year-old 
Lloyd Randall, a Lebanon 
man, from Green Peter 
Reservoir this week. The 
employee, Joe Stutzer, saw 
a backpack bobbing in the 
water near Billings Point. 
Attached to the backpack 
was Randall, who had been 
fishing nearby. Stutzer and 
another man pulled Ran-
dall to a less-steep em-
bankment, and other Corps 
employees rigged a stretch-
er together to pull the ex-
hausted man to safety. 
Randall needed no medical 
assistance.

East Linn Museum got 
a new facelift with new 
Smurfboard replacing old 
siding. Much of the work 
was done by volunteers.

Small log veneer plant, first phase of TOMCO Inc.’s new industrial 
complex, is taking shape in 1975. The building will be the largest 
built in the Sweet Home area in 15 years.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
'Christian nationalism’
not constitutional
Editor: 

Thank you for your opinion 
in the Sept. 16 issue about 
the Charlie Kirk murder and 
what it makes us think about 
as Americans. We agree that 
after violent crimes like this, 
people start asking tough 
questions about ourselves 
and our country.

 While you correctly men-
tioned our Constitution and 
Bill of Rights, we have some 
concerns about what you 
wrote.  

You recommended a film 
called “Truth Rising,” made 
by the religious group Focus 
on the Family. Many truths 
are discussed in the film, us-
ing this film to explain soci-
ety’s differences is a problem 
because it promotes a Chris-
tian Nationalist view. 

This is not what the Con-
stitution or America’s histo-
ry supports. While the First 
Amendment protects our 
freedom to practice religion, 
it also guarantees our right to 
be free from the government 
forcing religion on us. 

Americans have a guaran-
tee that church and govern-
ment remain separate, so 
that the very personal deci-
sions of religious belief can 
be made without government 
oversight. The film also talks 
about how many Americans 
feel hopeless today, com-
pared to a generation or two 
ago. Maybe that’s because 
our government isn’t working 
for most people anymore, but 
for a few.

 Charlie Kirk did promote 
dialog, but his ideas did not 
encourage respect or equal 

treatment for all. No matter 
what he said, we are deeply 
troubled that he was mur-
dered. No one deserves vi-
olent treatment for their 
beliefs, speech or peaceful 
assembly. 

The First Amendment 
guarantees that. Our coun-
try is no place for any type of 
violence – especially political 
violence used to silence and 
divide us. We need tolerance, 
which means respecting and 
listening to others, even if 
they are different from us or 
say things we do not agree 
with. 

Tolerance means trying to 
understand different opin-
ions, not judging people un-
fairly, and working together 
to find solutions that help 
most of us. This simple effort 
of kindness and fair-minded-
ness is how we make a good, 
strong country. Right now, it 
seems like many problems 
come from people simply not 
respecting each other.

 Our Constitution and Bill 
of Rights are essential and 
should be protected. They 
provide the foundation we 
all can agree on. But we must 
keep learning and fighting 
for these principles. 

If we don’t, we could lose 
the freedom and rights we 
have. We are stronger togeth-
er, and everyone deserves 
fairness and justice—even 
those we disagree with or 
don’t want to hear from. We 
must stand indivisible, with 
liberty and justice for all...

 In this spirit, we are a group 
made up of neighbors who 
want to find common ground 
based on American values 
like community, the Consti-

tution, and the Bill of Rights. 
We have been holding flash 
mobs (quick demonstrations) 
in support of our Constitu-
tion/Bill of Rights for the past 
few weeks in front of Sweet 
Home City Hall. 

We have had a very good 
response from our neighbors, 
including a few who stop to 
join us (we have extra signs), 
and many who honk and 
wave. But there is one fellow 
who has stopped on a couple 
of occasions to preach to us 
about Christian Nationalistic 
principles. 

We try to engage positive-
ly and peacefully with him, 
reminding him of the First 
Amendment, however, he is 
aggressive, and makes per-
sonal and unfounded accu-
sations which are hurtful and 
disrespectful. 

We felt obligated to sub-
mit this letter to remind us 
of our common foundation 
as Americans. Leaving reli-
gion out of the discussion (or 
at least ensuring we all un-
derstand the Constitutional 
principles of separation of 
church and state) will help 
us to return to that center 
so that we can have peaceful 
dialog and work together to 
reduce violence and preserve 
our freedom. 

You might see us holding 
positive signs about democ-
racy that remind us all of 
what we share as Americans. 
We invite you to join us!

Sweet Home Concerned 
Citizens 
Pam Hewitt, Wendy Cramer, 
Bryan Vernon, Norina Colum-
baro, Megan Berger, Bill Berger 
and others

away. Owner did not want 
to pursue charges. Damage 
over $2,500. 

7:20 p.m. - Caller reported 
wheelchair left in 1100 block 
35th Ave. 

7:45 p.m. - Male warned 
for illegal camping in 47200 
block Quartzville Rd. 

8:01 p.m. - Caller report-
ed kids were shooting a bow 
and arrow in 2000 block 18th 
Ave. and one of the arrows 
landed in caller’s yard. Offi-
cer responded, counseled ju-
veniles, contacted guardian 
who will handle discipline. 

8:34 p.m. - Robert Edward 
Hilliard, 55, arrested by 
LCSO  on SHMC warrant for 
FTC in criminal driving case. 
Cited to appear Oct. 22. 

8:44 p.m. - Caller reported 
aggressive dog in 500 block 
Surrey Lane. Officer re-
sponded, unable to contain 
dog. Neighbors advised to 

stay inside and alert officer 
when owner returned. 

10:50 p.m. - Shannon Min-
go, 52, of Sweet Home, cited 
for driving uninsured, 1500 
block Main St. 

12:44 p.m. - Joe Parker, 47, 
of Sweet Home, cited for fail-
ing to carry proof of insur-
ance, Hwy. 20/44th Ave. 
Sept. 19

12:56 a.m. - Caller report-
ed bank gave him too much 
money, Key Bank, 1199 10th 
Ave.  Officer responded, info 
noted, caller was advised of 
options. 

4:10 a.m. - Heather Fagan, 
34, and Kayla Gambill, 34, 
both of Lebanon, cited on 
outstanding warrants, 29200 
block Pleasant Valley Rd.  Fa-
gan cited to appear Oct. 22 at 
SHMC for FTC in theft case. 
Both cited and released. Re-
port taken. 

7:44 a.m. - Caller reported 
students gathering in morn-
ing to smoke and vape in 
area of Long St./18th Ave. 

Officer responded, unable to 
locate students. 

9:24 a.m. - Caller reported 
her neighbor singing “real-
ly loudly” in 800 block 18th 
Ave. Officer responded, con-
tacted neighbor who was 
quiet upon arrival. Deemed 
to be mental health-related 
issues. 

11:37 a.m. - Caller report-
ed theft during previous 
night in 2400 block Main St., 
but did not want to pursue 
charges. Asked that alleged 
offender be trespassed. 

2:33 p.m. - Caller reported 
male and female stole items 
from Hoy's Hardware, 3041 
Main St. Officer respond-
ed, report taken for theft III. 
Loss valued at $49.98. Caller 
asked that offenders be tres-
passed when located. 

3:15 p.m. - Hit and run re-
ported in 600 block Elm St. 
Officer responded, contacted 
caller and vehicle owner. No 
damages. Caller did not want 

PUBLIC SAFETY
From page 3

See Public Safety, Page 6
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Western University of 
Health Sciences (WesternU) 
announced it received the 
deed for 150 acres of land in 
Lebanon to be used in the uni-
versity’s plan for expansion.

The land – bordered by 
Gill’s Landing to the north, 
Riverview School to the 
south, and the South Santiam 
River flowing along the east 
– was formerly the site of the 
Santiam and Willamette In-
dustries mills, often referred 
to in Lebanon as the “old mill” 
property.

The Heatherington Foun-
dation for Innovation and 
Education in Health Care 
donated the land for the new 
campus, while FamilyCare, 
Inc. donated $22.5 million 
toward the expansion. West-
ernU’s College of Osteopathic 
Medicine of the Pacific North-
west (COMP-Northwest in 
Lebanon) will be renamed to 
the Heatherington College of 
Osteopathic Medicine in hon-
or of Dr. Jeff Heatherington, 
who is president of both do-
nor organizations.

WesternU in Lebanon cur-
rently operates COMP-North-
west and the College of 
Health Sciences-Northwest 
(CHS-Northwest). The former, 
Oregon’s only osteopathic 
medical school, confers doc-
torate degrees in osteopathic 
medicine, while the latter of-
fers a physical therapy pro-
gram.

The university, which also 

operates colleges in Califor-
nia, is developing a master 
plan for the new land, with 
plans to establish a graduate 
program in behavioral health 
there.

The school reported the 
development will “empha-
size the use of Oregon’s nat-
ural resources, net-zero 
construction principles, and 
restoration of the land’s nat-

ural habitat,” with “abundant 
greenspaces, art, culture, and 
state-of-the-art teaching and 
learning environments.” The 
school’s plan includes restor-
ing the area’s ecosystem to 
encourage the return of na-
tive flora and fauna.

To see its fulfillment, West-
ernU will launch a compre-
hensive fundraising cam-
paign.

WWW.EASTLINNPROPERTYMANAGEMENT.COM
(541) 367-7368   |   KARYN.ELPM@GMAIL.COM

Welcome to this 3-bedroom, 2-bath home in 
the heart of Lebanon, OR. With spacious 
bedrooms and full bathrooms, this residence 
o�ers plenty of room for comfortable living. 
The kitchen comes equipped with a range, 
refrigerator, dishwasher, and microwave, 
while washer/dryer hookups add extra 
convenience. A large 2-car garage provides 
space for parking or a workshop, and a 
storage shed o�ers additional room for your 
belongings. Combining practicality and 
comfort, this house is ready to be your next 
home.

FOR RENT - 272 TRILLIUM PL., LEBANON

$2200
RENT

3
BED

2
BATH

1152
SQ.FT.

Brand-new 
single-level 
duplex built in 
2023. This 3 
bedroom, 2 
bath home 
features quartz 
counters, 
stainless steel 
appliances, stackable washer/dryer, 
and plenty of storage. Vinyl flooring 
throughout with carpeted bedrooms, 
plus a low-maintenance concrete 
patio with privacy divider. 

FOR RENT - 4504 LIVE OAK ST
SWEET HOME

$1925
RENT

3
BED

2
BATH

1081
SQ.FT.

1-bedroom, 
1-bath 
apartment in 
Sweet Home, 
OR. Features 
range, fridge, 
dishwasher, 
washer/dryer 
hookups, and a 
carport for covered parking. 
Comfortable and convenient living. No 
pets.

FOR RENT - 1083 54TH AVE
SWEET HOME

$1150
RENT

1
BED

1
BATH

500
SQ.FT.

LARGE
BACK YARD

LOW 
MAINT.
YARD

W/S
PAID

Deal
of the 
WEEK!

SHOP AT SOUTH FORK TRADING CO. FIRST AND SAVE MONEY!

M-F 7:30-5:00 • Sat 8-4 p.m. • Closed Sunday
 4309 Main Street, Sweet Home, OR • 541-367-6844

Best Price • Best Selection • Best Service

20% OFF
ALL MERCHANDISE

Inventory Reduction Sale!

Comp-NW medical university 
takes next step toward expansion

Photo provided by Laura Gillott
A design concept shows what the new WesternU campus in Lebanon 
might look like on the old mill property.

Sweet Home
Pregnancy Care Center

Open Mon. & Wed. 12-5pm
1344 Main St. • SHPregnancy.org • 541-367-2447

Free parenting classes to help
with practical resources & information.

Warrants - Sept. 10
Christina Abram, Donlad 

Ames, Mollie Anglim, Susan 
Ausbun-Miller, Steven Ball-
weber, Katherine Berghoffer, 
Bradley Bowman, Tyler Cain, 
Aelisha Devine, Brandy Dozier, 
Leonard Finnell, Becky Foster, 
Brandon Freeman, Willa Har-
ris, Scott Heinz, Custin Jones, 
Leslie Maynard, Raul Ramirez, 
William Phillips, Brent Prath-
er, Sean Robinson, Michael 
Runyan, Corey Smith, Stephanie 
Starkweather, Kevin Terwilliger, 
Gregory Tibbs, Nicholas War-
ren, Dustin Westling, Aleece 
Woods.

Sept. 10
Jill K. Forrest, 34, guilty by 

default of dog at large and dog 
as a nuisance – fine $1,000.

Paul L. Herzberg II, 38, 
guilty by default of driving 
uninsured and driving while 
suspended or revoked – fine 
$3,030, suspended license.

Rudy A. Inga Soto, 32, 
guilty by default of unlawful 
use or failure to use lights, 
driving while suspended or 

revoked, and driving unin-
sured – fine $4,045, suspend-
ed license.

Jennifer M. Limerick, 42, 
pleaded no contest to speed-
ing 30/20 – fine $225.

Lucas M. Melbye guilty by 
default of violation of animals 
and birds - rooster – fine $500.

Melinda M. Phillips, 60, 
guilty of criminal driving 
while suspended or revoked – 
fine $3,301, probation 60 mos.

Noah J. Prewitt, 20, plead-
ed no contest to minor in pos-
session of alcohol – fine $265.

James E. Tagen, 51, guilty 
by default of driving while 
suspended or revoked – fine 
$2,015, suspended license.

David J. Wall, 30, guilty of 
theft II – fine $1,596, proba-
tion 36 mos., work crew 10 
days, no contact orders.
Aug. 27

Michael D. Brown, 49, 
guilty by default of open stor-
age, public nuisance, and ob-
structing streets – fine $7,020.

Melissa A. Dewar, 52, 
guilty by default of driving 
while suspended or revoked 

– fine $2,015, suspended li-
cense.

Michael D. Ferebee, 46, 
guilty by default of driving 
uninsured, driving while sus-
pended or revoked, and fail-
ure to register vehicle – fine 
$3,295, suspended license.

Rachel L. Gonzalez, 27, 
pleaded no contest to operat-
ing a vehicle without driving 
privileges and driving unin-
sured – fine $465.

Clinton J. Gregg, 33, plead-
ed no contest to disorderly 
conduct II – fine $366, pro-
bation 24 mos., work crew 10 
days, no contact orders.

Travis T. Gregg, 31, plead-
ed no contest to disorderly 
conduct II – fine $366, pro-
bation 24 mos., work crew 10 
days, no contact orders.

Hollie L. Gregory, 69, guilty 
by default of open storage and 
nuisance public health - de-
bris or junk property – fine 
$30,000.

David R. Kirkpatrick guilty 
by default of open storage, 
and weeds, grass and brush 
control – fine $31,000.

Forrest C. Norman, 57, 
guilty by default of open stor-
age and public nuisance – fine 
$30,500.

Kathleen L. Poe, 32, guilty 
by default of driving while 
suspended or revoked – fine 
$2,015, suspended license.

Rylee J. Watts, 21, guilty by 
default of driving uninsured 
and driving while suspended 
or revoked – fine $3,030, sus-
pended license.
Aug. 13

Tyler M. Cain, 26, guilty by 
default of driving uninsured 
and driving while suspended 
or revoked – fine $3,030, sus-
pended license.

Larry A. Langford, 74, 
pleaded no contest to driving 
while suspended or revoked 
– fine $1,201, probation 36 
mos., work crew 15 days.

Jordan T. Nixon, 25, guilty 

by default of careless driv-
ing, failure to carry proof of 
compliance with financial 
responsibility requirements, 
and operating a vehicle with-
out driving privileges – fine 
$3,045, suspended license. 

Ryan T. Nugent, 31, plead-
ed guilty to reckless driving – 
fine $501, probation 36 mos., 
work crew 15 days, license 
suspension three mos. DUII 
charge dismissed.

Dalton R. Orr, 29, guilty by 
default of unnecessary noise 
– fine $500.

Davy A. Phillips, 45, plead-
ed guilty to offensive litter-
ing – fine $301, probation 60 
mos., work crew five days.

Nikolas M. Teoli, 22, guilty 
of theft III – fine $310, proba-
tion 12 mos., work crew five-
days, no contact orders.

MUNICIPAL COURT
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to press charges. 
3:34 p.m. - Caller reported 

dogs running loose in 900 
block 4th Ave., chasing cats. 
Officer advised caller of op-
tions.  

5:23 p.m. - Citizen report-
ed son being harassed by an-
other student at home and 
at school. Officer responded, 
contacted both parties. Re-
port taken. 

5:43 p.m. - Eve Lorelei, 
29, of Brownsville, cited for 
careless driving following 
crash in area of Brownsville 
Rd./Washburn Heights Dr., 
Brownsville.  Report taken. 

6:06 p.m. - Deputy assist-
ed park rangers with getting 
boat unstuck from Sunny-
side moorage, 44900 block 
Quartzville Rd. 

6:36 p.m. - Leonard John 
Finnell arrested on SHMC 

warrant for FTC in initiating 
false report case. Cited and 
released. Officers had re-
sponded to report of fight in 
4800 block Main St. Parties 
involved in combat did not 
want to pursue charges. 

7:12 p.m. - Caller from 
Sweet Home High School 
reported vehicle driving 
through field at location. Of-
ficer responded, contacted 
student, who was warned for 
driving through field, fail-
ure to register vehicle.  1641 
Long St. 

8:39 p.m. - Dustin Kyle 
Westling, 38, arrested by Sa-
lem police on SHMC warrant 
for FTC in criminal driving 
case. Cited to appear Oct. 22. 

9:13 p.m. - Caller report-
ed vehicle in middle of road 
in area of 14th Ave./Kalmia 
St. Officer responded, locat-
ed vehicle on which parking 
brake had  failed. Vehicle re-
turned to driveway, secured.  

9:59 p.m. - Caller reported 
daughter, Vanessa Gutierrez, 
30, missing. Officer respond-
ed, report taken. 

11:53 p.m. - Nickolas Ryan 
Shoulders, 36, arrested by 
Lebanon police on SHMC 
warrant for FTC in theft case. 
Cited to appear Oct. 22. 
Sept. 18

9:30 a.m. - Oscar Cruz Gar-
cia, 36, of Sweet Home, cit-
ed for speeding, 53/35, 900 
block Main St., Brownsville. 

9:53 a.m. - KC Everett Merl 
Holt, 42, arrested by Albany 
police on SHMC warrant for 
FTC in theft case. Cited to 
appear Oct. 22. 

10:05 a.m. - Samantha 
Merilee Solesbee, 28, of 
Halsey, cited for speeding, 
73/55, 28800 block Hwy. 99, 
Halsey. 

12:22 p.m. - Caller from 
Sweet Home High  School 
reported stolen band instru-
ment, 1641 block Long St. 

Officer responded. Missing 
instrument described as Ya-
maha oboe valued at $2,500. 
Investigation continuing. 

1:22 p.m. - Caller from 
Sweet Home Chamber of 
Commerce, 1575 Main St., 
reported someone had left 
lawn mower and chair at lo-
cation. Items placed in police 
property. 

3:25 p.m. - Caller reported 
fraud; unknown person had 
opened bank account in her 
name, 29400 block Speasl 
Rd.  Report taken. 

4:38 p.m. - Caller reported 
juveniles riding motorcycles 
on sidewalk and in roadway 
in area of 48th Loop. Officer 
responded, contacted one of 
the juveniles, who was coun-
seled on safe motorcycle op-
eration. 

5:01 p.m. - Death investi-
gation conducted in 26800 
block Rowell Hill Rd. Death 
determined to be natural. 
Report taken. 

7:44 p.m. - Travis Hemphill, 
55, of Eugene, cited for fail-
ing to carry proof of insur-
ance, 24900 block Hwy. 99, 
Halsey. 

9:35 p.m. - Chain and two 
padlocks reported stolen 
from 50500 block Hwy. 20, 
Cascadia. Value estimated at 
$50. Report taken. 
Sept. 17

2:21 a.m. - Multiple callers 
reported female screaming 
for help in 2200 block Nan-
dina St. Officer responded, 
located parties who separat-
ed and agreed to remain so. 
Possible menacing case re-
ferred to District Attorney’s 
Office for review. 

7:23 a.m. - Caller report-
ed individuals sleeping on 
football field at Husky Field, 
22nd Ave. 

2:57 p.m. - Caller reported 
two juvenile males operating 
golf cart on South Hills Trail, 
off Elm St. Officer contacted, 
counseled juveniles and par-
ent. 

5:05 p.m. - Deputy inves-
tigated illegal camp on Cas-
cade Timber Consulting 
property in area of Sunny-
side Rd./North River Dr.  Re-
port taken. 

6:01 p.m. - Stephen Scant-
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Elm Street Baptist Church
Sunday Services:

9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship

5:00 pm Prayer Meeting
1150 Elm St. Sweet Home

541-367-5883

Mt. Calvary
Missionary Baptist

Church

1042 Pleasant Valley Rd.
541-818-0022

Sunday Service 11am
Come join us!

 Bible Study
10 am Sundays.

1266 44th Ave.  PO Box 515

New Life
Fellowship

(formerly Sweet Home Mennonite)

In Christ

541-367-2848 • shnlic.org

10:30 a.m. Worship Service
10:30 a.m. Children’s Church

541-367-2530
Father Theodore Lange

St. Helen 
Catholic Church
�����������������������

www.sweethomecatholicchurch.com

Holy Mass
Sat. at 5:30 pm & Sun. at 9:00 am
Tues 5:30 pm & Wed-Fri 8:30 am

Confessions
Before Masses or 1st, 2nd & 3rd Sat.

4:00 - 5:00 pm

For Sacramental information call

A Reconciling Congregation

11:00 am Worship
Free Meal - Tue, Wed & Fri - 5:00 pm

6th & Ironwood • 541-367-3073

Open Hearts,
     Open Minds,
          Open Doors

Sweet Home
   United
       Methodist
          Church

GATHERING
TIME

10:45 A.M.
890 Mountain View Rd.
541-967-HOPE (4673)

www.hope.church/sweethome

For where two or three are gathered together 
in My name, I am there in the midst of them.

-Ma�hew 18:20

Sweet Home
Evangelical Church
Join us Sunday 10:30 am

FOLLOW US AT:
FACEBOOK.COM/SWEETHOMEEC

1347 Long Street • 541-367-4357

621 Main Street, Suite A
Located inside Thri	way

541-367-6777

Local U.S. Forest Service fire 
restriction levels reduced

Due to recent rainfall and 
cooler temperatures, the 
Willamette National Forest 
reduced public use restric-
tions over much of the forest 
on Saturday, Sept. 20.

Fire danger lowered to 
“moderate” and Industrial 
Fire Precaution Level (IFPL) 
is now at Level 1 on the Wil-
lamette National Forest.

Fire restrictions remain in 
place on all lands within the 
forest, excluding the Three 
Sisters, Mt. Jefferson, Mt. 
Washington, Waldo Lake, 
and Diamond Peak Wilder-
ness areas. Even with the 
reduced fire risk, it is still 
important to never leave a 
campfire unattended and 
completely extinguish it, so 
it is cold to the touch.

All campfires, charcoal or 
briquette fires, pellet fires, or 
any other open fires remain 
prohibited outside of camp-
fire rings established by the 
Forest Service in designated 
campgrounds under a For-
est Order. Portable cooking 
stoves and lanterns using 

liquefied or bottled fuel are 
still allowed as they can be 
instantly switched off.

Restrictions remain in ef-
fect for chainsaws in camp-
grounds, smoking, and 
off-highway vehicles. Smok-
ing is not allowed except 
within an enclosed vehicle 
or building or a developed 
recreation site. Addition-
ally, welding, or operating 
an acetylene or other torch 
with open flame is also not 
allowed. 

Generators are permit-
ted only in areas devoid of 
vegetation, such as a paved 
area or developed campsite. 
Motorized vehicles may op-
erate only on designated 
trails and roads, including in 
Huckleberry Flats and San-
tiam OHV area.

Additional fire informa-
tion is available on the Willa-
mette National Forest web-
site at https://www.fs.usda.
gov/r06/willamette/fire.

To report a wildfire, call 
9-1-1.

PUBLIC SAFETY
From page 4

See Public Safety, Page 9
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THRIFT STORE 

3031 South Main 
Open:  Tues. - Sat. 10am - 4pm

New & Used Merchandise

Sugarcitygleaners@gmail.com 
Non-Profit Organization

541-367-3190

AUTO REPAIR

541-367-2992

SHAWN ANDERSON, OWNER
LOCATED IN SWEET HOME

LOVE WHERE YOU LIVE, SHOP WHERE YOU LIVE.

INSURANCE

(541) 367-5121
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JOLENE 
MULLENIX
Loan Consultant
NMLS #853502

(541) 570-2322

www.loanDepot.com/jmullenix

LOANS

Equal Housing Opportunity | 56 E. Airport Rd., 
Lebanon, OR 97355. loanDepot.com, LLC NMLS ID 

174457. Licensed by the OR Division of Finance and 
Corporate Securities, Mortgage Lending ML-4972. 

(091923 120284-1723)

PLUMBING

(541) 367-5655

CCB #238181

New Construction • Remodels
Repairs • Service • Water Heaters

OWNER - MITCH CARTER
Office Hrs: Mon-Thu 8am - 4pm

INC.
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SWEET HOME
RV CENTER LLC

RV Sales, Service, Repair, Parts,
Appliances, Awnings, Propane, Solar and Batteries!

RV Waste Dump Open 24/7  Stop in Today!
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RV SALES & SUPPLIES

(541) 367-4293
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REAL ESTATE
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Family Owned

pointstire.com/sweethome

4420 Hwy 20

541 367 4579 (Alignment)
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TIRE / AUTO REPAIR

(541) 367-2462

EQUIPMENT

541-451-5213

"Powerful Equipment, Local Service"

1215 W AIRWAY ROAD
LEBANON OR 97355

CascadePowerLebanon.com

Hours: M-F 8am-5pm
Sat 8am-noon

Huskies show physical side in win over Woodburn
By Scott Swanson
Of The New Era

Sweet Home’s football play-
ers showed grit in a 26-13 win 
over a stubborn Woodburn 
team Friday night, Sept. 19.

It was smash-mouth pretty 
much from the opening kick-
off as the Bulldogs, who exited 
with an 0-3 record, clearly were 
hoping to turn that around. 

"I knew Woodburn was go-
ing to come out ready to play,” 
Head Coach Ryan Adams 
said. “Woodburn came in and 
punched us in the mouth and 
made it a good football game. 
They’ve got some big boys up 
there.”

It took a while for Sweet 
Home to get rolling. The Hus-
kies were forced to punt after 
a short possession to open the 
game and the snap went over 
punter Bode Nichols’ head, 
giving Woodburn the ball on 
the Sweet Home 7 yard line. 

But Sweet Home’s defense 
picked up where it left off the 
week before, putting up a suf-
focating containment to keep 
the visitors out of the end zone 
for three plays and kicker Ale 
Mendez gave them a 3-0 lead 
with a 5-yard field goal. 

Sweet Home then launched 
an 11-play drive that ended 
with quarterback Kyle Zajic 
hitting Trenton Templin with 

an 18-yard pass to put the Hus-
kies ahead 6-0 with two min-
utes on the clocks. Woodburn 
blocked the point-after at-
tempt to leave the score there 
going into the second quarter. 

Sweet Home’s defense held 
the Bulldogs to three plays and 
the Huskies got the ball back 

and pushed to the Woodburn 
23 when a bad snap on fourth 
down sailed over Zajic’s head 
and the visitors took over at 
their 34 and put on their lon-
gest drive of the night, to the 
Sweet Home 1, where the de-
fense stopped them, thanks in 
part to a holding penalty that 

set Woodburn back to the 13, 
where Mendez drilled his sec-
ond three-pointer of the night 
to even the score.

The Huskies responded with 
another drive mixing passes 
and slashing runs, to march 
75 yards in eight plays, capped 
by a 10-yard run by Sam Bar-

ringer for their second touch-
down of the night with 35 sec-
onds on the clock. Keeghan 
Gittins was able to get the kick 
off this time and Sweet Home 
took a 13-6 lead into the locker 
room. 

But the biggest play of the 
drive came two plays earlier 
when Zajic, under pressure 
and scrambling to the Bull-
dogs’ sideline, launched a 
desperation throw down the 
sideline that was pulled in by 
Brayden McClure at the 10 for 
a 29-yard completion. 

McClure said he could see 
that Zajic wasn’t finding any 
open receivers on the play side 
as he ran down the sideline. 

“I just ran that backside 
route and I was looking at my 
quarterback and he was cov-
ered up. He saw me and it end-
ed up coming to me and I had 
to make the play,” he said. 

Woodburn went to a 
ball-control game for most of 
the second half in which Sweet 
Home had the ball three times, 
scoring twice. 

In the third quarter, Wood-
burn scored a touchdown 
when Brady Shaw bulled into 
the end zone from the 1, and 
Mendez kicked the point after 
to even the score. 

See Football, Page 12

Photo by Scott Swanson
Quarterback Kyle Zajic weaves through defenders on one of the Huskies’ drives in their win over Woodburn. 
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This week’s ICEBOX Performer of 
the Week goes to Zach!

Our bolt-together units can be 
absolute beasts to handle, but Zach 

has been taking on the challenge 
with skill, determination, and a 

great attitude. His commitment and 
adaptability have stood out as we 

continue re�ning and perfecting the 
process behind these unique builds.

Thank you, Zach, for the hard work 
and dedication you bring to the 
team. We appreciate everything 

you do!

BE SURE TO ASK FOR POTENTIAL HIDDEN DISCOUNTS!

20% OFF
ALL SHEDS!

4309 Main Street • 541-367-6844

By Sarah Brown
Of The New Era

It took three long years, 
but the wait is finally paying 
off for the McMahon family 
as they move from a rental 
into their first, brand new 
house in Sodaville.

As Habitat for Humani-
ty Executive Director Tina 
Breshears put it, “What 
begins as a vision soon be-
comes a place of safety and 
hope.”

The McMahons are the 
most recent family to move 
into their own home through 
Lebanon Area Habitat for 
Humanity. It’s the organiza-
tion’s 31st homing project 
since the nonprofit incorpo-
rated in 1993.

Ted and Veronica Mc-
Mahon had been sharing a 
two-bedroom house in Sweet 
Home for seven years with 
their sons, Jordan, 17, and 
Sam, 8. While Jordan mainly 
lives with his grandmother, 
he had to share Sam’s room 
when he stayed with his par-
ents.

“It was hard ’cause I got a 
teenager and then one that’s 
in elementary school; it’s not 
easy,” Veronica said.

Sam, who looks up to his 
brother, didn’t mind sharing 
the room with Jordan, Ve-
ronica said, but Jordan ad-
mitted sometimes it could 
be annoying to not have his 
own space. 

Today, the boys find them-
selves moving into their 
own, private rooms in the 
three-bedroom, two-bath 
house.

What the family is leav-
ing behind is a house which, 
according to the parents, 
had issues their landlord 
wouldn’t fix: siding falling 

off, lead paint, broken gut-
ters, windows that wouldn’t 
open, a broken porch, and 
rats.

It’s the sort of conditions 
Habitat for Humanity takes 
seriously when finding their 
next family to accept into 
the program. Candidates 
must be able to demon-
strate a need for housing, 
including the need for a safe 
and healthy environment, 
Breshears told potential 
sponsors in 2019. Other con-
siderations include people 
faced with “astronomical” 
rent or homelessness.

Candidates must also 
qualify as “low income,” 
or be between 30 and 59% 
percent of the area median 
income. Habitat homes are 
sold with no interest and at 
no profit, but buyers must 
complete classes and invest 
a number of “sweat equity” 
volunteer hours before they 

get the keys to their home.
Buyers also, despite a low 

income, must be able to pay 
a small mortgage, including 
taxes and insurance. Ideally 
that would be no more than 
43 percent of their income, 
Breshears said.

One important caveat to 
Habitat’s ability to provide 
these homes, however, is 
the organization’s reliance 
on donations of land and/or 
houses.

“I love it. I’m excited,” Ve-
ronica said about her first 
impression in the front yard 
of her new home. “I can’t 
wait to see the rest of it.”

On Sept. 13, Jordan and 
Sam were given the honor 
to cut the red ribbon during 
a special home dedication 
ceremony. Then Kelsey 
Breshears, Habitat construc-
tion team member, handed 
the keys over to Veronica 
and Ted.

“This house is really nice 
looking,” Jordan said. “I 
thought it was really cool 
when they started building 
it. I’ve been wanting to see it 
finished. It looks beautiful, 
actually.”

The 1,540 square foot 
house sits on the top of a 
hillside. Its facade boasts a 
deep blue color with white 
trim. Inside, vaulted ceilings 
rise over a wood floor. The 
kitchen features black mar-
ble countertops and black 
tile backsplash. The paint, 
flooring, cabinets and coun-
tertops are among the deci-
sions the McMahons were 
allowed to make regarding 
their new home.

The family’s faces gleamed 
as they saw their complet-
ed home for the first time. 
Veronica looked at the spa-
cious pantry, noting they 
would now have room for all 
their food. Ted commented 

on having a separate laun-
dry room, and then the two 
headed toward the bed-
rooms.

Sam darted ahead, tak-
ing in the new rooms much 
quicker than his older coun-
terparts. As the parents 
spent time admiring the 
hall bathroom features, Sam 
looked at his room and then 
darted into the master bed-
room.

His parents’ room over-
looks the backyard with a 
sloping lawn and, beyond 
the property line, nothing 
but a prairie-like easement 
and wall of trees as their 
view.

In the master bedroom, 
Veronica entered her walk-
in closet and spun around 
several times with her arms 
outstretched.

While the McMahons had 
seen the property multi-
ple times during the begin-
ning of the build, they were 
barred from visiting since 
December, allowing room 
for something of a “final re-
veal.”

The road to get to this day, 
however, has been a long 
and bumpy one.

According to Tina 
Breshears, the organization 
received a land donation in 
Sodaville that included an 
old store building near City 
Hall. The city, not wanting to 
lose the historic value of the 
store, offered to trade the 
property for two vacant lots.

One of the lots, located 
next to the water tower on 
Ridge Street, became the site 
for what would be the Mc-
Mahon home. They broke 
ground in October 2022 

Habitat for Humanity ushers 31st family into new home

Photo by Sarah Brown
From left, Veronica, Jordan, Ted and Sam McMahon cut the ribbon on their new house while Kelsey Breshears, 
at right, watches.

See New Home, Page 15



| PAGE 9September 24, 2025 | The New Era

YOU CAN HELP PUT INSTRUMENTS IN
THE HANDS OF FUTURE MUSICIANS!
�������������������������������������������������������
��������
���������
���������������
����
�����	�����

WOODWINDS, BRASS, PERCUSSION,
KEYBOARDS AND GUITARS

������
�	���������������������������
��������

����������������������������������������
����������
������
����
�����	����� �����­	��������������������������
����

lin, 52, of Lebanon, arrested 
on warrants after deputy 
located suspicious vehicles 
parked in front of and block-
ing private timber gate in 
43700 block North River Dr. 
Report taken. 

7:53 p.m. - Joseph Gene 
Salley, 55, arrested on LMC 
warrant for FTA in criminal 
citation, Husky Field, 22nd 
Ave. Cited and released. 

8:39 p.m. - Becky Marie 
Foster, 52, arrested on SHMC 
warrant for FTC in criminal 
misconduct case, 2100 block 
Main St. 

9:12 p.m. - Noah James 
Prewitt, 20, arrested for 
criminal driving, driving 
uninsured, after caller re-
ported that Mazda MZ3 had 
crashed through his fence in 
1900 block 12th Ave. Vehicle 
towed. 
Sept. 16

12:28 a.m. - Caller report-
ed male walking in middle of 
Main St. in area of 15th Ave. 
Officer responded, contact-
ed male, who was advised to 
stay on sidewalk. 

3:14 a.m. - Michael Scott 
Delay, 37, arrested on LMC 
warrant for FTA in criminal 
citation after officer located 
male and female sleeping 
in vehicle in area of Long 
St./12th Ave. They were 

warned for car sleeping. De-
lay cited and released. 

10:44 a.m. - Karlee Eddie, 
36, of Sweet Home, cited for 
speeding, 78/55, Main St./
Pleasant Valley Rd. 

12:15 p.m. - Caller report-
ed someone had entered and 
started her vehicle during 
previous night, 1000 block 
14th Ave.  Officer responded, 
report taken for unautho-
rized entry into motor vehi-
cle. 

12:51 p.m. - Leslie Renee 
Maynard, 52, arrested by Al-
bany police on SHMC war-
rant for FTC in harassment 
case. Cited to appear Oct. 22. 

1:34 p.m. - Brandon Ryan 
Freeman, 31, arrested by 
Lebanon police on SHMC 
warrant for FTC in trespass-
ing case. Cited to appear Oct. 
22. 

1:42 p.m. - Brandon Lee 
Caswell, 31, arrested for lur-
ing a minor, 6000 block Main 
St. Lodged at Linn County 
Jail. 

2:41 p.m. - Caller reported 
dog in hot car with windows 
rolled up, 1200 block Main 
St. Officer responded, con-
tacted registered owner of 
vehicle, who removed dog. 
Owner counseled on actions.

To see more Public Safety 
reports and updates, 

visit  sweethomenews.com. 

PUBLIC SAFETY
From page 6

Oregon Department of Forestry firefighters, above, burn 
tall grass on the Old Mill Property north of 24th Avenue 
Wednesday, Sept. 17. At right, Sweet Home wildland fire crew 
member Ian Gonzalez loads a rogue hoe tool onto teammate 
Dalton Keifer's back as they prepare for the  training exercise, 
which included some 40 firefighters from ODF and Sweet 
Home Fire and Ambulance District. Sweet Home wildland 
crew chief Christian Whitfield said they were able to conduct 
multiple exercises in fire suppression and controlling fuel 
reduction burns as they burned close to 11 acres of grass. See 
more photos at sweethomenews.com. 

Photos by Scott Swanson  

Burning to Learn at
Old Mill Property
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��������������������������������������������������
��������������
	������������������������

Regular
Size $4.49

$12.99

���������������������������������������

�������
����������������������
�
��	�������������������

������������������

����������������������������������
�����
�	������
�������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������
���������������������� ­������������
���������

���������������������������������������������	��
���������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������������
�������������������������	���������������������������
�������������	���������������������������������

����������������	������� ­ �����������

Bites Around the Block: 
Discover Local Yum!

We invite you to embark 
on a culinary adventure. 

Rediscover your town
one plate at a time. 

Dine with pride, knowing 
that with every bite, 

you’re celebrating our 
local heritage, traditions, 

and community spirit.

FREE POOL ALL DAY EVERY DAY!

PUB & GRUB
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 11A.M. - 2:30A.M.

1200 12TH AVE, SWEET HOME • 541-367-5119

SH girls notch first soccer victory in over two years

Photos by Scott Swanson
Reece Parker-Lindner celebrates after scoring Sweet Home’s first goal in the Huskies’ win against Kennedy.

Kennedy defenders attempt to clear the ball as Reece Parker-Lindner looks for an opportunity. See more 
game photos at sweethomenews.com. Annabelle Morris battles for possession with Kennedy’s Megan Wagner. 

By Ryker Burr
For The New Era

707 days.
That’s how long ago it was 

since Sweet Home’s girls soc-
cer team last won a game.

The Huskies were on a 21-
game losing streak, dating 
back to Oct. 10, 2023. 

But everything changed on 
Tuesday, when Sweet Home 
finally emerged victorious, 
shutting out Gervais/Kenne-
dy, 2-0.

It’s obvious that this feat 
meant more than your aver-
age win.

After his first victory in over 
two years, a beaming Head 
Coach Ramiro Santana said, 
“Getting a win for this group 
of girls is a great thing be-
cause they can start to believe 
in themselves, and that win-
ning is possible by working 
hard in practice. It pays off. 
This is a very young team, so 
I hope this win creates a pos-
itive energy that will lead to 
more wins.”

Reece Parker-Lindner 
scored the Huskies’ first goal, 

early in the first half, and An-
nabelle Morris delivered the 
second. 

Team Captain and Goal-
keeper Lyndie Birkett stated: 
“Honestly, this is a breath of 
fresh air. It feels amazing to 
win a game so early on in the 
season. I think this sets a good 
tone for the rest of the season. 

In the summer Santana said 
he wanted his team to “never 
give up” and he said they have 
persevered. 

“The team played amazing, 
we communicated very well 
and we were aggressive to 
get the ball during the whole 
game. It was amazing, win-
ning a game because last year 
we didn’t win a single game. 
We are going to work hard 
and practice hard to win more 
than one this season.”

The Huskies will look to 
continue their success at 
home against Junction City, 6 
p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 23. The Ti-
gers were 0-6 coming into this 
week and ranked two spots 
lower (27th) than Sweet Home 
in the state 4A rankings.
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the examination were unde-
termined due to the limited 
number of elements recov-
ered, OSP said. The dental 
examination noted several 
restorations.

In 2010, the Oregon Muse-
um of Natural and Cultural 
History completed an an-
thropology report. A biolog-
ical profile provided a prob-
able estimation of a white 
female under 35 years of 
age at the time of her death. 
However, she remained un-
identified.

Later that year, a bone 
sample was submitted to the 
University of North Texas 
Center for Human Identifi-
cation, and a National Miss-
ing and Unidentified Per-
sons System (NamUs) profile 
was created.

From 2011 through 2025, 
the case received consistent 
attention from the State 
Medical Examiner’s Office. 
DNA results were uploaded 
to the Combined DNA Index 
System (CODIS); however, 
no genetic associations were 
discovered.

OSP said the NamUs sys-
tem was “regularly checked” 
for new cases that might 
match the decedent. While 
the DNA results confirmed 
the remains were female, 
no ancestry or phenotype 
could be determined due to 
the limitations of the STR 
DNA (short segments of 
DNA) profile.

In 2011, a forensic artist 
with the Clackamas County 

Sheriff’s Office assisted in 
creating a potential forensic 
rendering of the decedent’s 
face based on cranial fea-
tures. A clay model featuring 
several different hairstyles 
and colors was created to 
help establish a recogniz-
able image.

By 2020, the Oregon State 
Medical Examiner’s Office 
had been awarded a Nation-
al Institute of Justice grant 
to perform advanced DNA 
techniques on unsolved un-
identified skeletal remains 
cases. 

This case was recognized 
as one that could poten-
tially be resolved through 
DNA phenotyping and in-
vestigative genetic geneal-
ogy, provided by OSP’s ven-
dor lab, Parabon NanoLabs. 
An additional bone sample 
was submitted for DNA ex-
traction, and in November 
2020, a SNP DNA (a unique 
genetic marker) profile was 
successfully produced and 
analyzed.

A Parabon NanoLabs DNA 
Snapshot Report, which uti-
lizes genetic material to de-
termine eye color, hair color, 
skin tone, and ancestry, was 
completed. 

The report predicted the 
individual was of Europe-
an and Indigenous North 
American descent, with 
unfreckled fair skin, brown 
eyes, and brown hair. 

A rendering of her facial 
characteristics was created 
and used as her NamUs pro-
file picture. A subsequent 
genetic genealogy report 
was completed in 2023, but 

did not produce any promis-
ing leads.

A breakthrough in the case 
occurred in April 2025, when 
someone spontaneously up-
loaded their genetic profile 
to the Family Tree DNA da-
tabase, providing genealo-
gists with a much closer look 
into the unidentified wom-
an’s family tree. 

Forensic scientists fol-
lowed genetic and other 
leads and ultimately de-
termined that McWhorter 
was likely the unidentified 
young woman.

Genealogists found that 
McWhorter had one surviv-

ing family member, a young-
er sister living in the Seattle 
area. A Linn County Sheriff's 
Office detective contacted 
the sister, who provided an 
oral swab for DNA compar-
ison and shared the story of 
her long-lost older sister.

Genetic evidence con-
firmed that the decedent 
was Marion Vinetta Nagle 
McWhorter, born on Jan. 
7, 1953, and who had been 
unaccounted for since 1974. 
Based on the totality of the 
evidence, Oregon Chief 
Medical Examiner Dr. Sean 
Hurst positively identified 
the remains and confirmed 

the findings with McWhort-
er’s remaining family.

The Linn County Sheriff’s 
Office is aware of the case 
and is working to determine, 
if possible, the circumstanc-
es of Marion McWhorter’s 
death.

"Discovering Marion 
McWhorter’s identity was 
a remarkable collaboration 
among detectives, medical 
examiner staff, and foren-
sic genetic genealogists at 
Parabon NanoLabs," the OSP 
said.

Note: OregonLive posted 
an extensive story on the 
case on Sept. 19. 

Jeff Gainer, center left, owner of Cheffry’s Gourmet Grub, presents a donation check to members of 
the Sweet Home Fire and Ambulance District staff from proceeds during the National Night Out event 
on Aug. 19. The $1,307 gift will go to the department’s Volunteer Association, said Ryan Paul, center 
right, recruitment and retention coordinator for the district. 

Cheffrey donation to SHFAD

Sweet Home volleyball has mixed results in tough road schedule 
By Keeghan Gittins
For The New Era

The Sweet Home volley-
ball team faced a challeng-
ing stretch last week, taking 
on top-ranked opponents 
in No. 4 Estacada and No. 
2 Cottage Grove, and losing 
both matches 3-0.  

Saturday, the Huskies 
traveled to the Marist Invi-
tational, where they lost a 
match to the No. 1 Spartans 
and suffered a narrow 2-1 
loss to 3A No. 11 Pleasant 
Hill. 

Sweet Home’s two wins in 
the tournament came over 
Klamath Union and Spring-
field.

Despite suffering some 
tough losses, to even tough-
er competition, all on the 
road, the Huskies headed 
into league play this week 
with a 7-5 overall record 
and the No. 11 ranking in 
4A.

Estacada 3, Sweet Home 0
On Sept. 16, the Hus-

kies traveled to Estacada, 

ranked fourth in the 4A 
polls. Sweet Home started 
the night slowly, dropping 
the first set 25-13. However, 
they came to life in the next 
two sets, narrowly falling 
27-25 and 25-23.

“Defensively, we strug-
gled in a few areas – serve 
receive, tip coverage, and 
hit coverage all broke down 
at times,” Coach Dargis ex-
plained. “We let too many 
balls drop and weren’t al-
ways ready for their setter 
dumping the ball, which put 
us out of position.”

Offensively, Sweet Home 
was aggressive, but good 
rotations from the Rang-
ers made it difficult for the 
Huskies to score.

 “We took a lot of swings 
on the night, but our attack 
didn’t have the impact we 
wanted in terms of putting 
the ball away, even though 
the ball was spread around 
well, we just didn’t get 
enough kills to do real dam-
age to their defense,” said 
Dargis.

Sweet Home has much 
improved from the service 
line since the beginning of 
the season.

 “Serving was a huge posi-
tive, we only had five errors 
in three games,” said Dargis 

Karissa “KJ” Jewell and 
Miley Smith were both per-
fect from the white line, 
Smith going 7/7 and Jewell 
finishing 17/17.

“That was great to see,” 
said Dargis

Sweet Home’s trio of Au-
brey Newberry, Keira John-
son, and Kaitlyn Kennedy 
all finished with six kills on 
the night. 

Johnson led the Huskies 
with four blocks, while Trin-
ity Victor led the team with 
15 assists. 

“Our setter did a good job 
spreading the ball around,“ 
said Dargis

“Miley Smith was out-
standing in serve receive, 
giving us a lot of perfect and 
good passes to the setter.” 

Cottage Grove 3, SH 0

Just two days later, Sweet 
Home took on an even 
tougher opponent in No. 2 
Cottage Grove on Sept. 18. 
The Lions, featuring three 
players standing 6 feet tall, 
posed a major matchup is-
sue for the Huskies, whose 
tallest player stands around 
5-8 – four other Cottage 
Grove players are that 
height.

Sweet Home struggled to 
get around the Lion’s block-
ers, but improved as the 
match progressed, eventu-
ally falling, 25-9, 25-14, and 
25-16.

Marist Invitational
The Huskies were in Eu-

gene Saturday to play in the 
Marist Invitational, splitting 
the weekend going 2-2. 

Sweet Home opened 
strong, beating Klamath 
Union in two sets, 25-21 and 
25-16. Their second match 
was a close loss to Pleasant 
Hill, 25-22 and 25-23.

Sweet Home then faced 
No. 1-ranked Marist. The 

Spartans, who also are tall 
– with eight players ranging 
from 5-8 to 6-1,  made quick 
work of the Huskies, 25-16, 
and 25-9. However Sweet 
Home was able to leave the 
tournament with another 
win, beating Springfield. 
Scores for that final match 
were not available.

Looking forward, Sweet 
Home will face yet anoth-
er tough road challenge 
against No. 3 Philomath, 
another team known for its 
height and athleticism. The 
Huskies will then finally 
return home on Thursday, 
Sept. 25, to take on No. 22 
Newport at 6 p.m. 

Dargis said her team is 
profiting from the challeng-
ing road schedule. 

“We’ve had a tough sched-
ule, and our girls are learn-
ing and improving each 
time out," she said. 

“These matches are mak-
ing us better and prepar-
ing us for what’s ahead in 
league play.”

IDENTIFIED
From page 1
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DIAL-A-BUS

SWEET HOME SHOPPER

CURB TO CURB IN SWEET HOME
MON-FRI 7 AM - 4 PM
CALL TO SCHEDULE
OFFICE HOURS 8-4

MON-SAT 9 AM - 4 PM
SHOP LOCAL- 4 TRIPS A DAY 

THROUGH TOWN

LINN SHUTTLE
MON-FRI 6 AM - 10 PM - 10 ROUTES PER DAY
SAT 7 AM - 7:30 PM - 6 ROUTES PER DAY
CALL FOR APPROVED FLAG STOPS

STUDENTS RIDE FREE WITH STUDENT ID  |  ALL OTHERS $1 PER TRIP
ELECTRONIC TICKETS - DOWNLOAD THE TOKEN TRANSIT APP: TOKENTRANSIT.COM
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE OFFICE OR ON THE BUS. 
ONLY CASH ACCEPTED BY DRIVERS (EXACT AMOUNT, NO CHANGE AVAILABLE)

SWEET HOME:
FOSTER
SH CITY HALL
HOY'S HARDWARE
13TH & KALMIA
SHEA POINT

LEBANON:
WALMART
LBCC
PARK & OAK

ALBANY:
LBCC MAIN CAMPUS
TRAIN STATION
HERITAGE MALL
DOWNTOWN
SAT ONLY: KOHL'S & WINCO

541-367-4775  |  LINNSHUTTLE.COM | F I N D  U S  O N  F A C E B O O K

By Alex Paul
Linn County Communications 

There were 105 deaths and 
61 births in Linn County in 
August, Health Officer Dr. 
Adam Brady reported at the 
Sept.  16 meeting of the Linn 
County Board of Commis-

sioners.
Dr. Brady said 59 males and 

46 females died in August. 
Three were individuals who 
were more than 100 years 
old. 

Tobacco use was associated 
with 23 deaths, diabetes was 

associated with 14 deaths 
and alcohol use was associat-
ed with five deaths.

There were 33 boys and 28 
girls born in August.

There were 30 reported an-
imal bites and 244 total so far 
this calendar year.

Dr. Brady said there was 
one new case of HIV (human 
immunodeficiency virus) and 
eight total for the calendar 
year to date.
In other business, the com-
missioners:

• Approved a resolution 

and order to purchase a 
rock quarry on Brock Drive, 
off Stayton Scio Road, for 
$120,000 from Mary J. Brock, 
trustee of the Mary J. Brock 
Revocable Living Trust, Da-
vid W. Brock and Francis 
E. Brock. Roadmaster Amy 
Ramsdell said the property 
transaction is set to close on 
Sept. 25.

• Approved an Intergov-
ernmental Agreement with 
the Oregon Health Authority 
not-to-exceed $133,000 for 
funding of the Parent-Child 
Interaction Therapy Program 
for the 2025-2027 biennium. 
The program teaches parents 
how to interact in positive 
ways and set boundaries with 
their young children who 
have behavioral issues.

• Approved a Temporary 
Employment Agreement 
with Linn County Sheriff’s Of-
fice Corrections Deputy Alan 
Campbell, who will retire on 
Oct. 31. The agreement will 
allow Campbell to continue 
working full time under con-
tract through Dec. 31, 2025.

• Approved a First-Time 
Youth Wage Grant Agree-
ment with Newman-Leba-
non-Stayton-Schmizza Pub-
lic House.

Deaths nearly double births in county in August, commissioners learn

Fire chief: Hoping for rain soon, but 
response system’s working well
By Scott Swanson
Of The New Era

Fire Chief Nick Tyler told 
members of the Sweet Home 
Fire and Ambulance District 
Board of Directors that he is 
hoping for “pretty substantial 
rain” that had been forecasted 
prior to their monthly meeting 
on Tuesday, Sept. 16.

“It looks like some big rains 
are coming to the Northwest, 
which hopefully will be a fire 
season-ending event,” he said, 
adding, semi-jokingly, that he 
was “looking at the European 
Model” forecast. 

Tyler reported that local fire 
crews have been all over the 
state in recent weeks, working 
at various wildfires, and that 
some lightning-sparked local 
fires, mostly on U.S. Forest Ser-
vice land east of Sweet Home, 
gave him a chance to test out 
an agreement made earlier 
this year with ODF that allows 
local firefighters to be recalled 
if deemed necessary. 

Tyler said he contacted the 
ODF fire manager at the Marks 
Creek Fire in Prineville, to 
which Sweet Home firefight-
ers had been dispatched right 
before the lightning strikes. 

At about 6 p.m., Tyler said, 
he reached the fire manager 
and said, “I would like to recall 

our crew and get them back 
into the district.”

By 10 p.m. the local firefight-
ers knew they were being de-
mobilized in the morning to 
return to Sweet Home. 

“It went perfect, the way 
that I was hoping it would be.” 

He said firefighters got to 
work on a fire on the Middle 
Fork of the Santiam River and 
were able to keep that to a 
quarter acre, “which is around 
a lot of private timber compa-
nies.” 

“So it was a really good thing 
to have for Sweet Home Fire 
and be able to do and be part 
of that. 

Tyler also reported that a 
settlement hearing had been 
scheduled for Wednesday, 
Sept. 17, in a federal lawsuit 
filed against the district by for-
mer employee Zach Lincoln, 
in which two claims were still 
active as of Tuesday. 

Battalion Chief Josh Bonde-
sen reported that work on the 
seismic project at Station 23 
on 47th Avenue was scheduled 
to start Sept. 22. 

He said that work on the 
ladder truck damaged at the 
July 4 fireworks show is a little 
behind schedule, but that the 
ladder is being welded and will 
then be painted. 

“We’re still looking at 
mid-October before we get 
that back,” he said. 

Also, he said, the district’s 
surplus medic unit has been 
auctioned off for $2,613 to a 
company in Michigan, which 
was the higher of two bidders. 

Bondesen also reported that 
the district is looking at buying 
an ice machine. 

He said Hoys owner Greg 
Mahler is donating “probably 
60 to 65% of the cost of the 
machine.” 

He added that having ice 
readily available will “be really 
nice for the crews going up the 
hill and people responding to 
fires.” 

He said the machine will 
produce somewhere in the 
range of 450 pounds of ice a 
day, “and then the bin will hold 
up to 520 (pounds), “so it’ll 
hold a lot of ice. We shouldn’t 
be short of ice.” 

Tyler said that he likes hav-
ing ice on each fire apparatus 
and ambulance unit. 

“When I was working on the 
ambulance we had an ice chest 
on the ambulance for water 
too. It was always nice to keep 
a couple of IV bags in there, in 
case you had an overheated 
patient and stuff like that.”

With 4:30 on the clock in 
the third quarter, Dillan Davis 
scored on a 10-yard sweep, and 
Gittins delivered another point 
after to give the Huskies the 
lead again, 20-13. 

Their final score came with 
2:30 on the clock in the fourth, 
when Luke Rosa scored on a 
1-yard run to cap a nine-play, 
47-yard drive, with Gittins 
adding the PAT. 

Down by two touchdowns 
with two minutes to go, Wood-
burn marched down the field 
with a mixture of passes and 
runs that elicited five first 

downs, moving 69 yards be-
fore senior linebacker Alex 
Bachand put a stop to the Bull-
dogs’ momentum by sacking 
Woodburn quarterback Ma-
son Pickett. A final field goal 
attempt by Mendez missed. 

“I was just trying to keep my 
head,” Bachand said. “They 
were driving down the field. 
I was like, ‘it's the next play’ – 
next play mentality. 

“I saw him roll out, and I just 
needed to go make my play. 
Our coaches teach us to roll 
outside linebacker, just to fire, 
attack straight away.”

Sweet Home finished with 
145 yards on the ground, with 

FOOTBALL
From page 7

Photo by Scott Swanson
Daniel McCubbins and other Huskies bring down Woodburn's Victor 
Rivero. See more photos at sweethomenews.com. . 

See Football, Page 15
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Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make

Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:

With LeafFilterWithout LeafFilter

2025 Summer 
Home Protection Event!

LIFETIME
TRANSFERABLE 

WARRANTY+

End Cleaning Out Gutters!

Zero Clogged Gutters Guaranteed

*Promotional off er includes 20% off  plus an additional 10% off  for qualifi ed veterans and/or se-
niors. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. +See Representative 
for full warranty details. See website for all license and registration numbers AR 366920923, AZ 
ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, 
MA 176447, MD MHIC111225, MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 
262300331, MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 
408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229, OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, 
UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

75% OFF + $250
Limited time only!*

Installation Discount

Bonus off er!*

CALL 855-536-8838 FOR A FREE INSPECTION!
Promo Code: 285

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Call (866) 249−8679

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers 
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide! 

No Repairs. No Fuss.
• Fair Cash O� er
• Quick Closing
• No Realtor Fees

• No House Repairs
• Simple Home Sale
• Convenient Closing Date

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. 

If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.     ■ Free Pickup & Towing.      ■ Top Tax Deduction.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

Statewide Notices

Statewide Notices Statewide NoticesPublic Notices

Fundraiser
B-I-N-G-O FUNDRAISER

26 Sept, 5:30 PM
Cornerstone Fellowship, 

1234 Long St, SH
Games-Food-Prizes-Raffle

More Info: 541-409-0064
(Sept 17 - Sept 24)________________

Free Cat
Free friendly outdoor female cat 
spayed. Dawn 970-690-1868
(Sept 17 - Oct 1)__________________

Fire Wood
Fire wood for sale  Fir, Ash, Oak, Ma-
ple, and Pine you cut you haul $20 per 
load 541-740-7239
(Sept 17 - Oct 8)__________________

The City of Sweet Home hereby in-
vites qualified applicants to submit 
proposals to construct the Sankey 
Park Phase III project. The sealed pro-
posals are due in the City’s online por-
tal by 5:00 PM on October 30, 2025.
Interested and qualified propos-
ers are directed to the City of Sweet 
Home Procurement Portal at procure-
ment.opengov.com/portal/sweeth-
omeor for detailed information and 
submittal requirements.
(Sept 24)_______________________

NOTICE OF ONLINE AUCTION
A SQUARED STORAGE 1294 44th Ave. 
Sweet Home, OR 97386 Online bid-
ding at www.storageauctions.com, 
auction ends 10/9//2025 at 9:00 a.m. 
Stacy Aguilera, Unit 105 –  Christina 
Harderson, Unit 501 & 502.
(Sept 24 - Oct 1)__________________

Foster Lake RV Resort looking for a 
part time maintenance person or cou-
ple. Light maintenance duties, year 
round or seasonal, must have their 
own RV. Call for application, compen-
sation package, and further details 
541-367-5629.
(Aug 27 - Sept 17)_________________

Help Wanted

Garage Sale/Bake Sale 2680 Jefferson 
St. SH Sunday 9/28 8-4pm
(Sept 24)_______________________

Garage Sale

Various apples, various summer 
squash, tomatoes, raw honey, and 
much more for sale. 40130 McDowell 
creek drive. Canning quantities avail-
able.
(Sept 24 - Oct 8)__________________

Apples

Art & Craft Sale 9/26-9/27 10 a.m. - 5 
p.m. 665 S. 15th St. Lebanon.
(Sept 24)_______________________

Arts & Crafts Sale

Upstairs unit one bedroom condo, 
furnished, utilities include water, 
sewer, garbage, electric. Beautiful 
lake views, off street parking, laun-
dromat on site, seasonal pool. $1800 
per month (month to month tenan-
cy). Call for application and cleaning 
deposit fees. No pets allowed. For fur-
ther details 541-367-5629.
(Sept 24)_______________________

For Rent

WANTED: $$PAYING TOP DOL-
LAR$$ For Sports Card Collections: 
Baseball, Basketball, Football, & 
Pokemon. Premium Paid for Vintage 
Pre 1980. 
Referral Bonuses Available. Call Co-
rey 541-838-0364.

SERVICES: DIVORCE $130. Complete 
preparation. Includes children, cus-

tody, support, property and bills 
division. No court appearances. Di-
vorced in 1-5 weeks possible. 503-
772-5295. www.paralegalalterna-
tives.com legalalt@msn.com.

SERVICES: Donate your car, truck, 
boat, RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE ve-
hicle pickup and receive a top tax de-
duction! Call Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-866-695-9265 today!

SERVICES: Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to as-
sist the blind and visually impaired. 
Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle pick-
up and secure a generous tax credit 
for 2025. Call Heritage for the Blind 
Today at 1-844-533-9173 today!

SERVICES: We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any con-
dition. Easy three step process: Call, 
get cash offer and get paid. 
Get your fair cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 1-866-249-8679.

SERVICES: We buy 8,000 cars a week. 
Sell your old, busted or junk car with 
no hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell 
your car to Peddle. Easy three step 
process. Instant offer. Free pickup. 
Fast payment. Call 1-855-980-4382.

SERVICES: The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 1 day. Limited 
Time Offer - $1000 off or No Pay-
ments and No Interest for 18 months 

for customers who qualify.  BCI Bath 
& Shower. Many options available. 
Quality materials & professional 
installation. Senior & Military Dis-
counts Available. Call Today! 1-844-
847-9778.

SERVICES: Safe Step. North Ameri-
ca’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line in-
stallation and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time!  Call today! 
Financing available. Call Safe Step 
1-833-395-1433.

SERVICES: Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or shower 
in as little as one day. For a limited 
time, waiving ALL installation costs! 
Additional terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by dealer. (Offer 
ends 12/31/25.) Call 1-855-341-5268.

SERVICES: Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-877-557-1912 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

SERVICES: Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobil-
ity with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 855-839-
0752.
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By Sarah Brown
Of The New Era

They had thought about 
the idea before, but when 
faced with the annual chal-
lenge of how to celebrate 
their son’s birthday, Mitch 
and Nicole Robison realized 
it was time to add a bonus 
round to what Lebanon had 
to offer.

Within months, the Robi-
sons – with the help of their 
co-player children – opened 
Afterglow Arcade, Lebanon’s 
newest play space located 
downtown.

It was their son Ori’s 13th 
birthday last April that set 
the pinball in motion, so to 
speak. The family had to 
decide how they wanted to 
celebrate. Nicole said in past 
years they’d already done “all 
the things,” with Lebanon’s 
bowling alley being their go-
to for several years.

“We love the bowling alley, 
but we wanted something 
different and there wasn’t re-
ally a space here to do that,” 
Mitch said.

They opted this year to go 
to an arcade in Albany, but 
the distance made it difficult 
for many of Ori’s friends to 
attend. Recalling they’d talk-
ed about opening an arcade 
before, and looking around at 

the venue in Albany, Nicole 
realized the dream was at-
tainable. The pair decided to 
just “buckle down” and do it.

“So we launched a business 
plan and we just started rip-
ping,” Mitch said.

The energy at Afterglow Ar-
cade comes alive with bright 
lights and the iconic sound of 
beeps, dings, machines being 
manipulated and – for the 
lucky ones – electric fanfare 
for jackpot winners.

In one corner, a brightly-lit 
glass counter displays priz-
es that can be earned with 
paper tickets. It’s one of the 
arcade’s signature highlights, 
harkening back to the origi-
nal days of video game rooms 
when quarters were placed in 
coin slots and tickets spit out 
for points earned.

Instead of modern game 
cards arcades use today, the 
Robisons issue out custom 
tokens to their customers 
and use paper tickets for 
prizes.

According to Mitch, the 
couple wanted people to be 
able to tap into the kinesthet-
ic response one gets when 
they put coins into the ma-
chine and feel tickets in their 
hands.

“When we touch it, when 
we feel it, it makes us feel 
good,” he said. “When you 
pick up all those tokens, 
when you hear the tokens hit 
the bottom, it sounds nice. 
And when you hit the jack-
pot, you get to see all those 
tickets pour out and then you 
get to pick ‘em up and hold 
‘em and feel ‘em.”

It’s that physical and stim-
ulating sensation they want-
ed their customers to have, 
something that can’t be ex-
perienced with player cards, 
Nicole said.

“When a kid hits the jack-
pot and it goes to a player's 
card, you don’t know that you 
hit a jackpot, you don’t know 
how many tickets you have,” 
she said. “But when those 
tickets start pouring out and 
everyone’s looking and you’re 
the cool kid, it’s a great feel-
ing.”

The other thing the Robi-
son’s focused on in their busi-
ness was affordability.

While visiting several ar-

cades in the state, they found 
the reloadable game cards 
usually cost money to obtain 
and required a minimum 
amount of, like, $10 put on 
them, Mitch said.

“We didn’t want that,” he 
said. “We wanted a kid to 
come in and have five bucks 
and throw five bucks in and 
have fun, right? We just really 
want to make it accessible to 
this community.”

Plus, he found that using 
the game cards made the ex-
perience less fun in a differ-
ent way, as well.

“The ones that were not 
affordable just weren’t fun 
because it had me thinking 
about money, not thinking 
about fun,” Mitch said.

On Aug. 29, Afterglow Ar-
cade and Contender Comics 
partnered together to host 
their first Santiam Com-
ic-Con. Kids and adults, some 
in costume, flitted from ma-
chine to machine and pe-
rused comic books.

Mitch and his 4-year-old 
daughter Olivia, who was 
dressed in a Batman cos-
tume, played some games to-
gether, seeming to just enjoy 
the business they were build-
ing together. Olivia, you see, 
plays a vital role in the busi-
ness as the company’s game 
tester.

Closer to the front were Ni-
cole, also dressed as Batman, 
and son Ori. They were busy 
selling tokens and handing 
out prizes.

Ori, 13, helps by making 

prizes with his 3-D printer 
and manning the prize table. 
One of his favorite games at 
Afterglow is Big Shot, a cata-
pult-type game.

And what does Olivia think 
about her family owning an 
arcade?

“It’s actually the best,” she 
said.

But she doesn’t get to just 
play all the games she wants; 
her family lets her earn to-
kens by doing chores.

The arcade still has plenty 
of room for growth. In the 
back storage area, the Robi-
sons have a number of games 
ready to be fixed up and set 
out for play. It’s an area they 
think could eventually make 
a nice event rental space. 
There’s also a smaller room 
set aside as a party room.

The family has plans to ex-
pand with a snack shack and 
bar, but for now, for the adults 
who just want to sit and relax 
while their kids play, there’s 
a row of tables and chairs set 
along the building’s wall of 
windows.

It’s a simple option for par-
ents, but one Brittney Dew-
berry appreciates. On their 
first day at the arcade, Brit-
tney and her husband, Ross, 
showed their young daugh-
ter, Finley, how to play some 
of the games.

“It’s great for her because 
there’s not a lot in town for 
littles,” Brittney said. “She 
loves the tickets, she loves 
the coins, and she doesn’t 
know yet she gets the prizes 

at the end.”
Plus, she noted, it’s not very 

expensive.
During the comic-con 

event, Haley Downs watched 
as her son, Ryder, played with 
a driving game, one that was 
clearly too big for him, but 
he seemed to be happy just 
playing with the steering 
wheel. Meanwhile, Haley’s 
hands grasped a row of paper 
tickets longer than her. The 
coins and tickets, she said, 
were making the experience 
more fun.

Also, she noted, “It’s pretty 
neat to have something for 
the kids to do in town versus 
having to drive hours away.”

That was another part of 
their business plan that was 
important to the Robisons: 
location.

“So it could be something 
families could walk to, kids 
could walk to, have some-
where for families to go after 
school, during summer, when 
it’s raining,” Nicole said.

And when they leave, she 
doesn’t want them to leave 
empty handed.

Some people, Nicole ex-
plained, are saving up their 
ticket wins to later redeem 
for one of the bigger priz-
es – perhaps the PS5 or TV. 
But Nicole tries to encourage 
them to at least get a suck-
er, “because it’s fun to save, 
but it’s also fun to leave with 
something in your hand.”

Afterglow Arcade has 
been open only a couple of 
months, and the rainy, indoor 
season has yet to reveal the 
true success of the business, 
but so far the community’s 
reception has been “fantas-
tic,” Mitch said.

“I didn’t expect to receive 
the gratitude that we’ve been 
receiving from everyone,” he 
said. “So many people thank 
us for providing this.”

The Robisons are already 
starting to get to know the 
regulars, and Nicole said she 
even had a couple hold a date 
night at the arcade.

“We’re just here to have fun 
and help families have fun, 
and we have a lot of people 
thanking us and being really 
grateful.”

Delicious
Daily Specials! �

122 Spaulding Ave.
Brownsville
541-466-3636

Pioneer 
Bookkeeping &

Tax Service

 541-466-3144
202 Main Street, Brownsville

Cindy Clark, 
OBTP#B00696

-Tax Preparations-

“Full Service for
Small Business!”

We support The New Era!

Photo by Sarah Brown
Amara and Emrey Redick, center, approach an arcade game while 
Henry, left, and Amanda Redick, right, keep themselves entertained at 
the Afterglow Arcade.

New arcade in Lebanon aims to rekindle ‘kinesthetic’ fun 
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Meals on Wheels of Sweet Home is looking for 
community volunteers to deliver meals and pet food to 

seniors in their community.  Volunteers o�er 1 day a week, 
and their shift is 3 hours long, from 10:30 am - 1 pm. 

We deliver on Monday, Tuesday and Friday. 
Each volunteer completes an application and background check.

To Volunteer please contact Heidi at 
541-812-6015 or email hdurrett@ocwcog.org

with “lofty goals” to have the 
home completed by June 
2023, Breshears said.

But she didn’t anticipate 
all the snags and additional 
costs they would hit along 
the way, propelling the 
move-in date some three 
years into the future. Some 
of those snags included up-
grading electric access, sup-
ply acquisition, and schedule 
availability of those donating 
time and labor.

“When you have people 
donating their time, you go 
by their schedule,” Breshears 
said.

Indeed, Habitat for Hu-
manity and the families rely 
largely on donations of labor, 
equipment, money and sup-
plies. Breshears – under the 
telltale signs of a choked-up, 
grateful recipient – made 
sure to recognize their bene-
factors for a house “built 
from the ground up by the 
hearts and hands of many.”

“We absolutely appreciate 
everybody that donates their 
time and materials,” she said.

The McMahons invest-
ed their own labor into the 
build, as well. According to 
Ted, they put in 600 hours of 
sweat equity to make their 
home a reality.

“It’s been pretty exciting 
going through most of it,” 
he said about the three-year 
project. “I knew the pro-
cess of building homes, but 
I’ve never been on this side 
where I’m actually getting 
the house, so it’s been a jour-
ney; pretty stressful.”

Ted helped paint, build 
the roof and walls, and in-
stall the concrete driveway, 
trim and flooring. Veronica 
also helped and, according 
to Kelsey Breshears, learned 
new things and conquered 

fears in the process.
“She was nervous to do 

anything,” Kelsey said. “Like, 
she wouldn’t pick up a ham-
mer, and now she uses pow-
er tools. And she did con-
quer her fear of getting on a 
ladder.”

Working closely with fami-
lies, teaching them new skills 
and being a part of getting 
them into a place they de-
serve is what fulfills Kelsey 
in her job, she said.

Pastor Richard Pruitt of 
New Beginnings Fellowship 
church opened and closed 
the ceremony with a ben-
ediction and prayer, while 
friends and family gathered 
in a circle to be part of the 
blessing.

“We are thrilled to help 
open this new chapter in the 
McMahons' lives and look 
forward to more new begin-
nings with future builds,” 
Breshears said.

Photos by Sarah Brown
The McMahons react as they see the inside of their completed home 
for the first time.

Veronica McMahon spins around in her walk-in closet. Watching from 
the outside are Justin and (reflected in the mirror) Ted McMahon.

NEW HOME
From page 8

Zajic, a junior, adding 84 more 
through the air on 10 for 13 
passing, with one interception 
on a deep pass to Davis who 
was outmuscled by the Bull-
dogs’ Shaw in a battle in the air 
for the ball. 

The Huskies cleaned up 
their act from the previous 
week, in which they had seven 
turnovers, with only that one 
this time. 

Woodburn had 141 yards on 
the ground, but Sweet Home 
limited Pickett, also a junior, 
to 44 yards passing on  a sev-
en-for-12 performance. 

Sweet Home was 5-8 on third 
down conversions, holding the 
Bulldogs to 3-11. 

The offense had 15 first 
downs to 14 for Woodburn. 

Individual statistics were not 
available. 

“They had to grind out and 
kind of gut check, you know, 
what kind of football team we 
are at halftime, and they re-
sponded well,” Adams said of 
his team.  “We had three goal 
line stands with our defense, 
that forced them into either 
a turnover or a field goal at-
tempts. 

“Twice in the second half 
we got goal line stops, and so 
that’s a huge testament to our 
defense. They showed up like 
we expect them to.”

Adams acknowledged that 
the Huskies needed the kind 
of challenge that Woodburn 
brought to town. 

“That kind of added some 
extra incentive to grow, get 
better, more consistent,” he 

said. “I thought we did that,” 
noting that the defense got 
decisive stops on the visitors, 
forcing two field goals, and the 
final stop in the final period. 

“I was really proud of how 
we responded in that second 
half, getting stuff done. That’s 
the thing we’re going through 
right now, just learning how to 
win consistently.”

The Huskies are 3-0, which 
they were last year after beat-
ing Woodburn on the road, 
and now they get a big test: 
North Bend on the road. 

North Bend is 1-2 after a win 
at Astoria and losses at Estaca-
da (2-2) and Philomath (2-1). 
This will be the Bulldogs’ first 
home game after a previous 
Week Two matchup with Glad-
stone was canceled. 

Last year the Huskies were 
3-0 heading into a home game 
against North Bend, which 
they lost 20-12. 

Adams said that this week’s 
game is “a big one for us.” 

“We’re about to go into our 
toughest week of the year so 
far, with North Bend next Fri-
day,” he said. “The kids recog-
nize that.”

The difference this year is, 
he said, Sweet Home has “been 
here before.” 

“We have some experience 
being in this situation,” he said. 
“You know, they had to grind 
out and kind of gut check, you 
know, what kind of football 
team we are at halftime, and 
they responded well. So I'm 
just really excited to kind of 
see how they continue to re-
spond on that, going into an 
even tougher opponent.”

FOOTBALL
From page 12

Photo by Scott Swanson
Bradyn McClure goes high over Woodburn's Julian Arroyo to pull in a 
long pass to set up a Sweet Home touchdown. See more game photos 
at sweethomenews.com. 
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Not their finest day, but SH harriers 'competed well'

6191 Hwy 20 E. 
Foster, OR 97345

541.367.5629

fosterlakervresort.com

Foster Lake RV Resort is located in the 
foothills of the Cascade mountain 
range. We o�er nightly, weekly & 

monthly RV reservations.

There is onsite laundry, seasonal pool, 
o� street parking. Within close 
proximity to Sweet Home and 

Lebanon Oregon. Beautiful Foster 
Lake is directly across the highway 
and o�ers fabulous views. We are 
within 1 hr travel time to Salem, 

Eugene, or Corvallis. Super location!

Please call to schedule your vacation or long term stay.

Sweet Home’s young 
cross-country team was a 
little depleted Saturday, but 
they still ran well, Coach 
Dave Martin said. 

Competing at the North-
west Classic at Lane Com-
munity College in Eugene, 
the Huskies were missing 
two of their top boys runners 
and one of their fastest girls 
– and there weren’t a lot of 
PR’s across the board, despite 
a competitive field and a rea-
sonably fast course. 

“We competed well and 
we didn’t get rewarded with 
the kind of marks that effort 
would normally have got,” 
Martin said, adding that he 
was trying to figure it out. “I 
was pleased with our efforts 
and our times were respect-
able, but something was a lit-
tle off that day.” 

The only varsity runner 
who finished with a personal 
best was freshman Hudson 
Ogden for the boys, who ran 
20:59.20. 

Elijah Rodriguez, also a 
freshman, ran the fastest 
time of the day for Sweet 
Home, finishing 25th in 
18:29.29 in the boys field of 
152 runners. Evan Knight 
was 74th (20:20.74), Louis 
Kistner 89th in 20:56.37, Wes 
Goff was 108th (21:42.51) and 
Noah Strawn was 109th in 
21:43.54; all are sophomores. 
Missing were Ryker Burr and 
Acen Webber, which gave 
Goff and Strawn a chance to 
run varsity. 

The boys were 14th as a 
team in a field of 21. Cot-
tage Grove was second, with 
Phoenix eighth, Marist ninth 
and Junction City 12th as 4A 
Division finishers ahead of 
Sweet Home. 

McKenzie Miller was the 

girls’ top finisher, finish-
ing sixth in a field of 104 in 
20:03.53, behind Banks senior 
Sophie Schoolmeester, who 
won in 19:12.56, followed by 
Cottage Grove senior Ella 
Cardwell, second in 19:30.63, 
and Schoolmeester’s fresh-
man sister Molly, who was 
fourth in 19:48.37.  

Sophomore Emma Whit-
ton was not able to run, but 
freshman Cassie Spencer 
finished 38th in 23:04.08, 
junior Noelle Helfrich 64th 
in 25:15.32 – a seven-sec-
ond improvement over the 
previous week, freshman 
Marian Helfrich was 79th 
in 26:20.30, freshman Pyper 
Hall 87th in 27:35.87 and 
sophomore Madison Ciullo 
88th in 27:36.18. 

In the JV boys race, fresh-
man Bentley Uhlry was 92nd 
in a field of 204 runners in 
his first-ever cross-country 
race, in 22:47.12, followed by 
Ryder Farris in 22:56.87; Sam 
Strawn in 25:08.36; and Eli 
Adams in 25:50.98. 

In the girls JV race, junior 
Miu Simmons, also running 
her first-ever cross-country 
race, finished in 26:42.95, 
followed by Delainie Pratt 

(28:31.54), McKenzie Ohlhe-
iser (28:39.27 – a 20-second 
PR), Lexi Lee (31:41.03, also 
a PR), Zoie Allison (46:12.48) 
and Nevaeh Mize (50:56.40), 
both running their first 5K. 

Sweet Home’s middle 
school club runners also 
competed, running a 3000: 
Wiley Farris (13:18.31), 
Walker Farris (13:34.15), 
Brady Goff (15:13.36) and 
Zander Davis (22:09.96) for 
the boys, and Emma Davis 
(14:54.29) and Violet Stein-
born (20:19.60) for the girls. 

Up next for the Huskies is 
their own home meet Satur-
day, Sept. 27, at Community 
Chapel, 42250 Ames Creek 
Road. Racing starts at 10:30 
a.m. with middle school 
girls, middle school boys at 
11 a.m., and the four high 
school races at 45-minute in-
tervals starting at 11:30 a.m. 

The course is a true 
cross-country course with 
two creek crossings for 
high-schoolers and some up-
hill climbs and twisting trails. 

“Nobody’s going to PR on 
this course,” Martin predict-
ed. “It’s a much more chal-
lenging course than any so 
far.” 

Photos by Scott Swanson
Elijah Rodriguez leads a pack of runners at the Northwest Classic.

McKenzie Miller runs to sixth place in a very competitive field. See 
more cross-country photos with this tory at sweethomenews.com. 

Sweet Home’s boys secured 
their first victory of the sea-
son Thursday, Sept. 18, 
downing Kennedy 2-1. 

“We got the win, but it 
wasn't pretty,” Coach Eric 
Stutzer said.  “Touch and 
time of possession were huge 
issues throughout the game. 
This led to a lot of booting 
the ball and some swings and 
misses. One of those misses 
on defense cost us a penalty 
kick when the miss took out 
one of their players in the 
box.”

However, he added, despite 
the boot balls and “whiffing,” 
the Huskies were able to get 
into the attacking third and 
capitalize on opportunities. 

Keeghan Gittins was able 
to even the score with the 
hosts late in the first half off 
a volley. 

Then, late in the second 
half, consistent pressure 
from Sweet Home forced 
Kennedy to give up a penal-

Boys get first soccer win
ty kick of its own and Felix 
Lopez delivered a strike to 
the back of the net to put the 
Huskies ahead. 

“Kyle Petrait and Kace Ste-
vens played particularly well 
on defense,” Stutzer said. 
“(Sophomore goalie) Ben 
Ramsey made some great 
saves, including an excep-
tional one off a deflection go-
ing to the top corner.

“We really got to see some 
of the athleticism he brings 
to the keeper position this 
year. 

“It was a win, but it was an 
ugly win. We definitely have 
some things we need to ad-
dress as we move into league 
play this week.”

The Huskies traveled to 
Junction City Tuesday (0-5 
going into this week) before 
hosting sixth-ranked Philo-
math, which was 4-0, includ-
ing a 5-0 preseason win at 
Junction City, at 6 p.m. Thurs-
day, Sept. 25. 


