
By Scott Swanson
Of The New Era

Lori Tuter stands on a podi-
um and taps her music stand 
in a packed classroom of 
some 40 energetic students.

“Let’s warm up,” she tells 
them. 

The hubbub ceases, as in-
struments come up and mu-
sicians lock in on her. 

Tuter leads them through 
a series of scales, then they 
launch into run-throughs of 

pieces they plan to play at the 
Homecoming football game 
later in the week. 

The students have an air 
of assurance and while the 
scene might appear chaotic 
to an outsider, as loud vol-
ume ricochets off the walls of 
the packed room, there’s no 
question that they are seri-
ous about what they’re doing. 

Everything is different than 
it was a few years ago, as the 
band program emerged from 

COVID in tatters. When Tu-
ter took the reins in the fall of 
2023, after the departure of 
her predecessor, Elijah Heide 
to a job closer to his home in 
Independence, the wind en-
semble – the largest of the 
groups she leads, numbered 
16.  This year there are 42. 

“I'm just so thankful to be 
back in music,” Tuter said. 
“It's just so much fun, sort 
of my first love and my last 
love.” 

She leads two junior high 
bands – beginners and ad-
vanced, along with a jazz 
band and a small percussion 
ensemble that she started 
this year. Then there is the 
sixth-grade band she start-
ed soon after taking over 
the program. That numbers 
nearly 40 students now. 

Students enter the band 
room at nearly every class 
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Celebrating Harvest

Photo by Scott Swanson
Band members march on Husky Field during halftime at a recent footblall game, the first time in decades that a Sweet Home band has done so. 

Photo by Scott Swanson
Children paint pumpkins at Sweet Home's Harvest Festival, held Saturday at Sankey Park. The event 
included many fall-season activities, vendors, live musics and lots of attendees. See more photos on 
page 15.

EPIC WIN
FOR SH

Sweet Home Head Coach 
Ryan Adams gets a bear hug 
from assistant Rob Younger, 
right, following Sweet Home's 
football win over Marist 
Friday night, which leaves 
the Huskies 5-0 for the first 
time in decades. The win over 
the Spartans was also Sweet 
Home's first in more than 20 
years. See our report on page 
10.

School bands on rise in numbers, public awareness
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Sarrah Norsworthy
July 13, 1932 - Oct. 3, 2025

Sarrah Lucia Norsworthy, 
93, of Sweet Home, beloved 
mother, grandmother, and 
great-grandmother, passed 
away peacefully Friday, Oct.  
3, 2025, in Lebanon. 

She was born July 13, 
1932, in Chester, Okla., to 
Earl Ray and Cynthia Anna-
belle (Covington) Shotwell.

 Sarrah lived a full and 
meaningful life dedicated 
to caring for others. She 
worked proudly as a nurse 
— a career that spanned de-
cades — continuing to serve 
patients with compassion 
and skill until she was 76 
years old. 

Her strength, humor, 
quick wit and her love for 
her family inspired every-
one who knew her.

 For the past 13 years, 
Sarrah made her home in 
Sweet Home, where she be-
came a cherished member 
of the community. 

One of her favorite places 
was The Point Restaurant, 
where owner Michael lov-
ingly delivered her Satur-
day evening meals for four 
years — a simple kindness 
that brought her great hap-
piness.

Sarrah was the proud 
mother of five children: Rick 
Deckard, Gary Deckard, 
Tammy Tyler, Cyndi Taplin 
and Darlynn Lantznester. 

She was grandmother 
to Brandon Deckard, Cory 
Deckard, Lance Deck-
ard, Garrit Enoch, Daniel 
DaSilva, Briana Deckard, 
Sabrina Deckard, Nick Ty-
ler, Nate Tyler, Tana Ty-
ler, Taran Tyler, Cody Ta-
plin, Brian Lantznester, 

Ricky Lantznester and 
Aaron Lantznester and 
great-grandmother to 21. 

Her greatest joy in life was 
her family, as she cherished 
every moment spent with 
them. Her days were filled 
with laughter, love, and the 
warmth of her quick wit 
and sharp mind.

Sarrah’s legacy of love, 
laughter, and compassion 
will continue to live on in 
the hearts of all who were 
blessed to know her.

A funeral service will be 
at 11 a.m. Thursday, Oct. 9, 
2025, at Sweet Home Funer-
al Chapel. 

Final burial will be at 
Gilliland Cemetery, with a 
reception to follow at The 
Point in Sweet Home, one of 
her most beloved places. 

Sweet Home Funeral 
Chapel is handling the ar-
rangements. 

Paid Obituary

Death Notices
Edward Swearingen
Sept. 28, 1945 - Sept. 28, 
2025

Edward Marcus Swearin-
gen, 80, of Albany, passed 
away Sept. 28, 2025. 

Sweet Home Funeral 
Chapel is handling the ar-
rangements. For updated 
information, visit www.
sweethomefuneral.com.

 
Kris Wright, Sr.
May 9, 1958 - September 28, 
2025

Kris Allen Wright, Sr., 
67, of Sweet Home, passed 
away Sept. 28, 2025. 

Sweet Home Funeral 
Chapel is handling the ar-
rangements. For updated 
information, visit www.
sweethomefuneral.com.

OBITUARIES

6191 Hwy 20 E. 
Foster, OR 97345

541.367.5629

fosterlakervresort.com

Foster Lake RV Resort is located in the 
foothills of the Cascade mountain 
range. We o�er nightly, weekly & 

monthly RV reservations.

There is onsite laundry, seasonal pool, 
o� street parking. Within close 
proximity to Sweet Home and 

Lebanon, Oregon. Beautiful Foster 
Lake is directly across the highway 
and o�ers fabulous views. We are 
within 1 hr travel time to Salem, 

Eugene, or Corvallis. Super location!

Please call to schedule your vacation or long term stay.

621 Main Street, Suite A
Located inside Thri	way

541-367-6777

We support The New Era!

break to hang out, jam or 
practice.

“We had 19 kids in here at 
lunch, playing instruments, 
getting a rock band going, 
playing,” she said. “That’s re-
ally fun. It’s a lot like a club. 
We have alums coming back 
all the time. There are proba-
bly four or five or six alumni 
who come back and play with 
us.” 

Husky Experience
The Huskies’ program ap-

pears to be well on its way 
to her stated goal of bringing 
Sweet Home’s band back to 
where it was when she was a 
Husky, playing the clarinet in 
the mid-1980s. 

Tuter, who started band 
as a sixth-grader at Foster, 
said she had three different 
band directors in high school. 
Longtime director Lee Jones 
had just left when she en-
tered as a freshman, but she 
said he had left a legacy that 
produced continued success 
for several years, resulting in 
awards for jazz and march-
ing band that still hang in the 
high school auditorium. 

“We did it big,” she said. 
“We had, I think we had 
about 60 people in the band, 
and we did marching, we did 
drill, we did the designs and 
everything, yeah, and we 
competed at OSU and U of O 

each year.” 
Tuter liked music so much, 

she said, that she decided to 
pursue it at the University of 
Oregon. 

“I didn’t want to stop play-
ing, right? So what are your 
options?  So I went to college 
to become a music teacher.” 

She started at Central Linn 
High School, then moved to 
Prineville, where she taught 
high school and middle 
school band, before switching 
to elementary music, which 
she taught for 10 years. 

In 2009, when recession 
cutbacks forced school dis-
tricts to eliminate elementa-
ry music programs, she got 
certified to teach English.

“I am a survivor, so I re-
grouped and I taught English 
for 14 years.”

 She returned to the Willa-
mette Valley in 2015, first to 
Stayton and then returning 
to Sweet Home. 

Big Challenges
When the opportunity 

to switch back to band pre-
sented itself, she said, she 
grabbed it, but she knew it 
was going to be a challenge. 

“I would say 95% of the 
instruments were damaged, 

most beyond repair,” she 
said. “I had two bass clarinets 
repaired that first year and 
each was $1,000 just to repair 
it, so that was $2,000 right off 
the top. 

Tuter said district Supt. 
Terry Martin and high 
school Principal Ralph 
Brown have been “incred-
ibly supportive, matching 
donations she’s received 
from the public to get the 
program back on its feet. 

Plus, band members held 
two car washes during the 
summer and sold chocolates 
last year, fundraising efforts 
that will continue, she said. 

The Sweet Home Elks re-
cently donated $7,500 to 
the program and Tuter said 
O’Reilly’s has been supportive 
in allowing the band to use 
its parking lot and providing 
water for the car washes. 

“I'm just really thankful for 
both,” she said. 

Making Progress
It’s paying off. 
For the first time in at least 

a quarter century, the band 
actually marched last spring 
during May Week, leading 
students down Long Street 
to Husky Field for their May 
Week Track Meet. 

The band also competed 
at last year’s District Festival, 
where bands can qualify for 
the state competition if they 
score high enough with judg-
es. 

“With the Wind Ensemble 
we took fourth place and we 
were only a couple of points 
behind third place,” Tuter 
said. “My goal for the Wind 
Ensemble is top three. My 

See Bands, Page 7

BANDS
From page 1

Photos by Scott Swanson
Lori Tuter, above and right, directs 
the high school Wind Ensemble 
during a recent rehearsal. Tuter, 
a former Sweet Home band 
musician herself, returned to the 
school and took over the direction 
two years ago, during which time 
the numbers have swelled.
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Oct. 5
3:46 a.m. - Brandi Mae 

West-Parsons, 51, arrested on 
LMC warrant for FTA in crimi-
nal case, Shea Point.  Cited and 
released. 

5:27 a.m. - Death investiga-
tion conducted by SHPD in 
1300 block Tamarack St. Report 
taken. 

9:02 a.m. - Caller reported 
camp at home in 700 block 
Steelhead Way. Officer re-
sponded, contacted homeown-
er, who was advised of permit-
ting process for extended RV 
stay. 

11:46 a.m. - Brittany Rae 
Panknin, 33, arrested on LMC 
warrant for FTA in traffic of-
fense case, Elm St./6th Ave.  
Also cited for driving while sus-
pended, driving without insur-
ance. Cited and released. 
Oct. 4

9:23 a.m. - Dylan Elder, 29, 
of Sweet Home, cited for driv-
ing while suspended, driving 
uninsured. 900 block Pleasant 
Valley Rd. 

1:23 p.m. - Citizen flagged 
down officer to report female 
walking naked down street in 
area of Long St./22nd Ave. Offi-

cer contacted female, who had 
gotten dressed and gone home. 
Female told officer it was effect 
of medication and she would 
contact her doctor. 

3:23 p.m. - Caller reported 
someone had cut wire, spray 
painted in 1400 block Poplar St. 
Officer responded, report taken 
for criminal mischief I. 

6:24 p.m. - Caller reported 
motorized bike stolen from 
1200 block Long St. on previous 
day.  Officer responded. Report 
taken. Bike described as green, 
gas-powered, unknown brand. 
Value estimated at $400. 

8:26 p.m. - Katherine Marie 
Berhoffer, 44, arrested by Ben-
ton County Sheriff’s Office on 
SHMC warrant for FTA in theft 
case. Cited to appear Oct. 22. 

8:58 p.m. - Multiple callers in 
area of 43rd Ave. and Osage St./
Airport Rd. reported hearing 
fireworks or gunshots in area. 
Officer responded, unable to 
locate. 

9:24 p.m. - Crash reported in 
area of Hwy. 228/Rowell Hill 
Rd.  Gregory Nohrenberg, 47, of 
Sweet Home, arrested for fail-
ure to perform duties of a driv-
er after allegedly fleeing the 
scene.  Report taken. 

10:42 p.m. - Larry Dean 
Bergstrom, 61, arrested after 
he turned himself in at SHPD, 
1950 Main St., on SHMC war-
rant for FTC in theft case. Cited 
and released. Shortly thereaf-
ter, Bergstrom reported that his 
homemade bike trailer, valued 
at approximately $100, had 
been stolen after he left it in the 
location of the SHPD/BiMart 
parking lot for several days.  Re-
port taken. 

11:26 p.m. - Fight reported at 
Downtown Lounge, 1234 Main 
St. Police and LCSO responded. 
Tanya Susanne Sims, 49, ar-
rested for assault IV, disorderly 
conduct II and menacing.  Cited 
and released. 
Oct. 3

9:31 a.m. - Caller from Samar-
itan Health Sweet Home Clinic, 
1289 49th Ave., reported that 
patient stole wheelchair. Offi-
cer responded, info noted. Call-
er declined to pursue charges. 

9:48 a.m. - Caller reported 
that neighbor’s female dog and 
her puppies have been getting 
loose in 500 block Surrey Lane, 
being aggressive and knocking 
people down. Officer respond-
ed, advised caller of options. 

10:18 a.m. - Caller reported 
truck parked on street in area 
of Elm St./18th Ave. for about 
two weeks. Vehicle posted for 
removal. 

11:49 a.m. - Caller reported 
dog at large, chasing someone 
in 500 block Surrey Lane. Offi-
cer responded. Person who was 
chased did not want owner cit-
ed. 

1:07 p.m. - Domestic violence 
reported in 1500 block Tama-
rack St. Report taken for assault 
IV-domestic.

4:38 p.m. - Crash reported in 
area of Ames Creek Rd./Ames 
Creek Lane. Officer respond-
ed, report taken for injury 
crash with damages exceeding 
$2,500. Vehicle towed. 

8:29 p.m. - Caller reported 
cougar sighting in area of 4100 
block Osage St. 
Oct. 2

12:50 a.m. - Caller report-
ed ongoing issues with people 
breaking into location in 1900 
block 19th Ave. Officer re-
sponded, report taken for bur-
glary I. 

8:25 a.m. - Timothy Pepper-
ling, 41, of Lebanon, arrested 
for trespass II, felon in posses-
sion of a firearm. Firearm and 
several other items reported to 

be stolen were located in vehi-
cle. 37700 block Northern Dr., 
Brownsville. 

9:17 a.m. - Caller reported 
someone broke into bathrooms 
at Sankey Park, 877 14th Ave., 
left trash and drug parapher-
nalia. 

9:47 a.m. - Caller from Sweet 
Home High School, 1641 Long 
St., reported incident in which 
student stated he would “han-
dle an incident after school” 
with firearms. Officer respond-
ed, contacted parent and coun-
seled student. 

9:47 a.m. - Caller from Sweet 
Home High School reported 
that student overheard female 
who had recently been tres-
passed from school, 1641 Long 
St., threaten to get gun. Officer 
responded, report taken for 
menacing, investigation ongo-
ing. 

11:44 a.m. - Joshua Kealoha-
nui Ben Leslie arrested for dis-
orderly conduct II and criminal 
mischief II after multiple callers 
complained that male reached 
out at cars as they drove by, 
2400 block Main St.  Cited and 
released. 

3:18 p.m. - Deputy took re-
port of credit card fraud total-
ing $20.49 from victim, 27000 

block Old Holley Rd.  Report 
taken. 

3:41 p.m. - Jeremiah Paul 
Pifer, 43, arrested for theft III 
after caller from Bi-mart re-
ported theft and that suspect 
had been detained, 1980 Main 
St. Also arrested on Tillamook 
County warrant for probation 
violation in theft case. Lodged 
in Linn County Jail. 

3:41 p.m. - While on anoth-
er call, officer located meth 
and concealed weapon in 1900 
block Main St. 

4:03 p.m. - Thomas Michael 
Studer arrested by Monmouth 
police on SHMC warrant for 
FTA in hit and run case. Cited 
to appear Oct. 22. 

6:02 p.m. - Caller reported fe-
male stole mail from location in 
3000 block Main St. Officer re-
sponded, report taken for theft 
III. Value $50. 

6:53 p.m. - Douglas County 
Sheriff’s Office reported it had 
located stolen vehicle. Accord-
ing to SHPD, the car had been 
taken to Roseburg without per-
mission. 

7:14 p.m. -  Joshua Kealo-
hanui Ben Leslie arrested for 
criminal trespass II after caller 
reported male who had been 
previously trespassed at busi-
nesses in 1200 block Long St. 
Cited and released. 

TODAYS FIRE DANGER IS

The fire danger information 
provided is current at the time 
of publication. For the latest and 
most accurate updates, please 

visit: oregon.gov/odf

MODERATE

TEMPERATURES FORECAST

PRECIPITATION LAKE LEVELS

DATE DAY WEATHERHIGH HIGHLOW LOWPRECIP
September
October 
October
October
October
October
October

Thur
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tues
Wed

Mostly Sunny
Showers
Showers
Showers

AM Showers
Partly Cloudy
Mostly Sunny

Year to date:
October 9, 2024:

20.42
20.73

Foster Reservoir:
Green Peter Res.:

617.6
894.0

65
62
65
69
67
72
79

68
68
67
67
66
66
65

47
54
48
44
50
47
42

43
43
43
42
42
42
42

0.14
0.02
0.04
0.05
0.00
0.00
0.00

30
1
2
3
4
5
6

PUBLIC SAFETY
Information for the Public Safety 

report and Courts in The New Era is 
sourced from local law enforcement 
and fire agencies. Addresses provid-
ed generally denote the location of 
the incident or arrest, occasionally 
indicating the origin of the call. In-
cident details, which may not always 
be available from agencies in time 
for publication in our weekly paper 
edition, are often updated online at 
sweethomenews.com as informa-
tion becomes available. Also, due to 
space limitations in our paper edi-
tions, content may be restricted to 
the most recent information, and a 
more extensive version of the Pub-
lic Safety Report will be available at 
sweethomenews.com. 

It is crucial to emphasize that 
our reporting of an individual’s ar-
rest or citation for a crime does not 
imply guilt. Determination of guilt 
can only be established through le-
gal proceedings in court. We com-
mit significant effort to following 
through as cases move through the 
judicial process.

Following is a list of abbreviations 
that may appear in our log reports: 
LCSO (Linn County Sheriff’s Office); 
SHPD (Sweet Home Police Depart-
ment); OSP (Oregon State Police); 
LCCC (Linn County Circuit Court); 
LCJC (Linn County Justice Court); 
SHMC (Sweet Home Municipal 
Court); LMC (Lebanon Municipal 
Court); AMC (Albany Municipal 
Court); FTA (failure to appear); FTC 
(failure to comply). A roman numer-
al listed after a charge means that 
the charge is that numbered-degree: 
theft I (first-degree theft).

See Public Safety, Page 14

Crossword KEY
Puzzle on page 13

SUDOKU KEY
Puzzle on page 13

CIRCUIT COURT
Warrants are out on the 

following individuals: Travis 
Alexander Ayres, Raymond Paul 
Binford, Lloyd William Bly, Hope 
Marie Connors, Christopher 
Frances Ciullo, Kelsey Nicole Ci-
ullo, Jacob Scott Fisher, Ashlee 
Dee Flanagan, Sean Doyle Gay, 
Nicholas Gregory Godell, Aaron 
Thomas Halvorson, Noe Her-
nandez-Reyes, Michael Trevor 
Hilton, Faron Walter Kennedy, 
Tyler Bruce Lanz, Charles James 
Marvel, Thomas Junior McCa-
rthey, Bryce William McGowan, 
Eric Wayne McKnight, Carrie 
Lynne Miller, Thomas Elbridge 
Miller, James Keith Mortensen, 
Nicholas Alan Nelson, Luis Ge-
rardo Pacheco-Servin, Daniel 
Austin Phillips, Sean Ever Rob-
inson, Tammy Lavonn Robinson, 
James Ryan Routon, Joshua Al-
exander Williams

A charge against Calvin Al-
vin Ames, 59, of criminal mis-
chief I was dismissed with prej-
udice on Sept. 25.

Harold Warren Chalker III, 
50, charged Sept. 30 with fail-
ure to perform duties of driver 
to injured persons.

Amos Daniel Guerrero, 29, 
charged Sept. 30 with unlawful 
possession of methamphet-
amine, felon in possession of a 
firearm, felon in possession of 
a restricted weapon and reck-
less driving.

David Lance Schult, 55, 
charged Sept. 30 with DUII (li-
quor).

Sean Hunter Steinborn, 29, 
sentenced July 18 to 88 mos. 
with the Oregon Dept. of Cor-
rections, three years post-pris-
on supervision and restitution 
after pleading guilty to four 
counts of aggravated theft I. 
Three counts of aggravated 
theft I, three counts of theft I, 
and 10 counts of criminal mis-
treatment I were dismissed. 
The state is seeking more than 
$80,000 in restitution be paid 
to the victim.
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The percentage of Sweet 
Home School District stu-
dents who meet or exceed 
state standards in English, 
math and science has risen 
over the past three years, ac-
cording to Oregon Statewide 
Assessment System scores 
reported last week. 

The Oregon Department of 
Education released the 2024-
25 scores last week, showing 
some areas of progress state-
wide in student achievement 
alongside continued chal-
lenges as schools continue 
to recover from impacts of 
the pandemic. Participation 
rates improved across all 
subjects – most notably at 
the high school level – and 
gains were seen in Math, En-
glish Language Arts (ELA), 
and Science across several 
grades. 

In Sweet Home, 35.5% of 
students in all grades, which 
include students in grades 3 
through 8 and high school 
juniors, either tested at ac-
ceptable grade levels or ex-
ceeded them in English Lan-
guage Arts. 

In math, 27.9% of students 
in all grades, which include 
students in grades 3 through 
8 and high school juniors, 
tested at or above grade lev-
el in math, and 23.6% did 
so in science, in which tests 
are administered in the fifth, 
eighth and 11th grades. 

Sweet Home’s district num-
bers include Sweet Home 
Charter School. 

In Central Linn, 35.7% of 
students in all grades test-
ed at or above grade level 
in English, 26.7% in math, 
and 24.2% did so in science. 

By far, Central Linn’s 11th 
graders scored the highest 
in English, with 73.2 testing 
at a proficiency level. The 
district-wide numbers for 
this year represent small in-
creases from 2022-23 and 
2023-24, though districtwide 
math scores increased more 
than 5% between 2022-23 
and 2024-25. Central Linn’s 
scores have fluctuated as 
much as 5%-10% over the 
past three years, but the 
number of students taking 
the tests is much smaller 
than larger districts, so indi-
vidual students’ performanc-
es can have a greater impact 
on the final numbers. 

In Lebanon, 40.5% of stu-
dents in all grades tested at 
or above grade level in En-
glish, 16.1% in math, and 
22.8% did so in science. Leb-
anon’s districtwide most re-
cent scores represent either 
small decreases or are rel-

atively unchanged over the 
past three years.

Overall, 39.1% of students 
in Lebanon schools tested at 
a proficiency level in English 
Language Arts in 2023-24, 
continuing a steady decline 
from 2017-18 when English 
proficiency was 49.5%. Sev-
enth-graders scored the 
highest in English, at 46.1% 
proficiency.

Lebanon’s district numbers 
include Sand Ridge Charter 
School. 

According to ODE, this 
is the first year that overall 
scores increased in all three 
subjects since testing re-
sumed in the 2021-22 school 
year following the global 
pandemic. However, overall 
achievement remains below 
pre-pandemic levels, and 
persistent opportunity gaps 
highlight the need for con-
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FROM OUR FILES

Oct. 12, 1950
Members of the Sweet 

Home Active Club are talking 
about a project to construct 
“waiting booths” for children 
at school bus stops. They in-
tend to put a sample booth 
on display on Main Street to 
show citizens their vision, 
with hopes the community 
will support the effort with 
funds or lumber.

Snow recreationists will 
have one of their favorite 
haunts made much more 
accessible this winter with 
completion of the road from 
the Santiam Highway to 
Hoodoo Bowl. 

The City Council voted to 
place before voters an ordi-
nance calling for construc-
tion of a bridge across Ames 
Creek on 12th Avenue. The 
city will ask voters to approve 
a $4 million levy for one year 
on all taxable property to fi-
nance the measure.

Oct. 9, 1975
Although many considered 

this year’s Sportsman’s Holi-
day celebration the best ever, 
it was reported the event 
is broke. The president of 
the board reported they are 
$1,500 in the red. The main 
reason for the deficit is the 
$1,400 paid for fireworks, 
which was intended to be 
funded by the sale of 1,600 
Sportsman’s Holiday buttons. 
Only 250 were sold.

Mt. Calvary Temple, a new 
interdenominational church, 
began services this week. The 
church is housed in the for-
mer Latter Day Saints build-
ing at the corner of Hwy. 228 
and Oak Terrace. The pastor 
of the church, Paul Leinen-
bach, is a former Linn Coun-
ty deputy sheriff.

Oct. 11, 2000
 The Calapooia Roundup 

rodeo committee and Sweet 
Home Chamber of Com-
merce parted ways. A com-
mittee chairperson reported 
they asked for the separation 
so they could make the rodeo 
financially sound, though she 
didn’t provide details leading 
up to the decision. The rodeo 
needs $33,000 to be profit-
able, but currently sits be-
tween $5,000 and $10,000.

Businesses and churches 
near the high school met with 
the school district to discuss 
a problem with large gath-
erings of students and litter-
ing. Police Chief Bob Burford 
said off campus gatherings 
last year created an “intim-
idation factor,” adding he’s 
heard reports of middle-age 
and elderly women prefer-
ring to avoid the groups by 
walking on the other side of 
the street. As the groups con-
gregate this year, littering is 
increasing, including dispos-
able cafeteria trays.

Freshman garb was out of the ordinary during their initiation at 
Sweet Home Union High School in 1950. Required by sophomores 
to attire themselves in a weird variety of costumes, the freshmen 
came to school dressed as comic strip characters. In the photo, 
standing from left, are Jim Porter, Marilyn Roth, Bruce Banke, Bob 
Kneale, Jeanette Warner, Jerry Reller and Claudia Dudley. Kneeling: 
Phyllis Evans and Phyllis Muncie.

Student-Led Pledge of Allegiance
Hawthorne School students get set to lead the Pledge of Allegiance at the School Board’s Sept. 29 
special meeting, with a little direction from Principal Mark Looney. From left, students are Liea Brown, 
Easton Riggs, Everhett Rosa, Wren Riggs, Ezra Rosa, Wyatt Emmert and Gracie Emmert. The student-led 
pledge will be part of every regular board meeting this year.

Photo by Scott Swanson

Local schools’ assessment test 
scores show slight improvements

     English Language Arts
District (All Grades)

Grade 3
Grade 4
Grade 5
Grade 6
Grade 7
Grade 8

High School (Grade 11)
Mathematics

District (All Grades)
Grade 3
Grade 4
Grade 5
Grade 6
Grade 7
Grade 8

High School (Grade 11)
Science 

District (All Grades)
Grade 5
Grade 8

High School (Grade 11)

Central Linn State AverageSweet Home      Lebanon
420/36.5%
74/43.5%
57/37.0%
64/33.9%
63/42.0%
63/38.0%
44/26.2%
55/35.9%

319/27.9%
68/40.0%
54/34.8%
36/19.1%
55/36.2%
43/26.5%
40/24.0%
23/15.4%

120/23.6%
38/20.2%
33/19.3%
49/32.7%

816/40.5%
138/44.5%
110/38.9%
121/40.5%
106/39.3%
140/44.3%
119/44.4%
82/30.6%

600/29.9%
132/42.6%
117/41.5%
85/28.6%
76/28.0%
89/28.3%
58/21.8%
43/16.1%

195/22.8%
72/24.2%
58/20.0%
65/24.3%

76/35.7%
16/48.5%
10/29.4%
10/33.3%
12/37.5%
7/25.9%
4/14.3%
17/58.6%

56/26.7%
10/31.3%
9/26.5%
9/30.0%
9/29.0%
9/33.3%
4/14.8%
6/20.7%

22/24.2%
5/16.1%
7/23.3%
10/33.3%

43.0%
40.3%
42.1%
46.7%
41.7%
44.2%
41.6%
44.4%

31.5%
40.1%
36.9%
31.3%
29.3%
31.5%
28.9%
20.3%

30.0%
30.4%
27.2%
32.6%

Local District Test Results
Number of Students Tested 2024-25/Percentage testing at or above grade level

See Test Scores, Page 5
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DIAL-A-BUS

SWEET HOME SHOPPER

CURB TO CURB IN SWEET HOME
MON-FRI 7 AM - 4 PM
CALL TO SCHEDULE
OFFICE HOURS 8-4

MON-SAT 9 AM - 4 PM
SHOP LOCAL- 4 TRIPS A DAY 

THROUGH TOWN

LINN SHUTTLE
MON-FRI 6 AM - 10 PM - 10 ROUTES PER DAY
SAT 7 AM - 7:30 PM - 6 ROUTES PER DAY
CALL FOR APPROVED FLAG STOPS

STUDENTS RIDE FREE WITH STUDENT ID  |  ALL OTHERS $1 PER TRIP
ELECTRONIC TICKETS - DOWNLOAD THE TOKEN TRANSIT APP: TOKENTRANSIT.COM
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE OFFICE OR ON THE BUS. 
ONLY CASH ACCEPTED BY DRIVERS (EXACT AMOUNT, NO CHANGE AVAILABLE)

SWEET HOME:
FOSTER
SH CITY HALL
HOY'S HARDWARE
13TH & KALMIA
SHEA POINT

LEBANON:
WALMART
LBCC
PARK & OAK

ALBANY:
LBCC MAIN CAMPUS
TRAIN STATION
HERITAGE MALL
DOWNTOWN
SAT ONLY: KOHL'S & WINCO

541-367-4775  |  LINNSHUTTLE.COM | F I N D  U S  O N  F A C E B O O K

Residential & Commercial

CCB# 208491
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1333 Clark Mill Rd. • 541-367-2765

SUNSHINE
INDUSTRIES

Our program provides job training, 
job opportunities, and community 

access to individuals with 
developmental disabilities.

We offer grounds keeping and janitorial 
services for residential and commercial 

needs as well as facility rentals. 

Bob thoughtfully preplanned his funeral. 
Now he can get on with his life.

Got a plan? 

541-367-2891 |  SWEETHOMEFUNERAL.COM

Call us for personal assistance
with the funeral, memorial or 
cremation  arrangements of 
your choice

Commissioners OK transportation 
funding for Linn Shuttle, veterans
By Alex Paul
Linn County Communications

Linn County Commission-
ers Roger Nyquist, Sherrie 
Sprenger and Will Tucker 
approved three transpor-
tation agreements during 
their Sept. 30 meeting.

The agreements were pre-
sented by Reagan Maudlin, 
Linn County Special/Rural 
Transportation Coordinator.

The commissioners ap-
proved a Subrecipient 
Agreement with the Senior 
Citizens of Sweet Home, Inc. 
to receive Federal Section 
5310 funding, not to exceed 
$197,406 for the 2025-2027 
biennium, through a con-

tract with the Oregon De-
partment of Transportation.

They also approved an 
amendment to the Rural 
Veterans Healthcare Trans-
portation Grant, increasing 
its budget by $25,000 and 
extending the project peri-
od through the end of the 
calendar year. The original 
grant of $50,000 was se-
cured in April 2024.

Funds are used to help 
Linn County Veterans Ser-
vices provide rides for vet-
erans. So far, the grant has 
funded 217 healthcare-re-
lated rides for veterans who 
live in rural Linn County.

The agreement allows 

the 5310 funds to be used 
to support the Linn Coun-
ty Special Transportation 
Program by contracting ser-
vices with the Senior Citi-
zens of Sweet Home, Inc./
Linn Shuttle.

The commissioners also 
approved an Intergovern-
mental Agreement with the 
City of Albany/Call-A-Ride. 
The program will receive up 
to $335,026 for the 2025-
2027 biennium through a 
contract with ODOT. The 
funds are from the 5310 
Small Urban category and 
the City of Albany is the only 
provider in Linn County that 
meets the designation.

tinued focus and sustained 
support for Oregon’s stu-
dents and educators. 

“Today’s results are a so-
bering reminder that we 
must stay the course to make 
sure every student, no mat-
ter where they live or learn, 
has the support to succeed,” 
said Gov. Tina Kotek. “Or-
egon’s students deserve a 
system that fosters success 
and delivers the results our 
students, families, and edu-
cators expect.”

“Oregon’s most recent test 
results show both progress 
and persistent challenges. 
We know recovery from the 
disruptions of the past few 
years will take time, but we 
cannot afford to wait to act. 
The new accountability sys-
tem established through SB 
141 positions us to accelerate 

student learning by focusing 
on what matters most: early 
literacy, math readiness, at-
tendance, and meaningful 
supports for districts. This 
is about building a system 
of shared responsibility and 
continuous improvement so 
that every student, in every 
community, has the oppor-
tunity to succeed.”

ODE has several targeted 
initiatives are already under 
way, including statewide in-
vestments in early literacy 
best practices (through the 
Early Literacy Success Ini-
tiative) and summer learning 
programs with a focus on lit-
eracy.

 Additional areas of focus 
include continued and in-
creased investment in birth 
through grade 12 literacy, 
expanded access to extended 
learning opportunities, im-
plementation of high-qual-
ity instructional materials, 

and the launch of Oregon’s 
new Education Accountabil-
ity Act. As these intentional 
supports expand, Oregon ex-
pects to see lasting gains for 
students.

ODE reported that state-
wide participation rates for 
each subject area are three to 
five percentage points higher 
than 2021-22, but still far be-
low the federal requirement 
of 95% participation.

Proficiency increased in 
Math in almost all grade lev-
els and in English Language 
Arts in 

The 2024-25 Oregon State-
wide Assessment System 
results are available on the 
ODE website at www.ore-
gon.gov/ode/educator-re-
sources/assessment/Pages/
Assessment-Group-Reports.
aspx#ELA. English Language 
Arts, Mathematics, and Sci-
ence results are on separate 
tabs.

TEST SCORES
From page 4
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By Sarah Brown
Of The New Era

Lebanon High School is driv-
ing hard in a $1 million contest 
to rebuild its condemned sta-
dium, but they’re still just shy 
of the end zone. 

Sitting in second place, the 
Warriors need fans near and 
far to step up, cast their votes, 
and help push the team across 
the goal line into first. 

Lebanon learned on Sept. 
25 it is among 25 nationwide 
semifinalists in the running for 
a trophy that includes football 
field upgrades and other priz-
es, sponsored by T-Mobile’s 
Friday Night 5G Lights Compe-
tition. LHS is the only Oregon 
school to make it to the red 
zone.

But it needs help to secure 
the touchdown. 

The grand prize winner, to 

be announced Oct. 30, will re-
ceive $1 million toward a foot-
ball field upgrade, consultation 
with a stadium expert, a weight 
room upgrade by Gronk Fit-
ness, a tailgate party unveiling, 
and a trip for 16 school repre-
sentatives to the SEC Champi-
onship game in Atlanta.

At press time the Warriors 
were trailing a small high 
school in Arkansas that has 
gained nationwide support. 

If LHS scores the $1 million 
prize, that money will be set 
aside to upgrade Heath Stadi-
um. The grandstand,  built in 
1957, was closed last spring 
due to structural concerns and 
resulting inability to procure 
adequate insurance for the fa-
cility, which, like Husky Field, 
is used for all manner of high 
school and community activi-
ties. 

William Lewis, Lebanon 
school district chief opera-
tions officer, said the district 
is considering two options for 
replacement: a 9,800-square-
foot covered grandstand seat-
ing 1,700 persons at a cost of 
$2,550,000, or a 12,600-square-

foot grandstand seating 2,100 
persons that would cost 
$3,220,000. Either would in-
clude a press box, but do not 
include restrooms or a conces-
sion stand.

T-Mobile launched its Fri-
day Night 5G Lights Competi-
tion in mid-July and awarded 
school district applicants with 
$5,000 prizes every week until 
mid-September. LHS did not 
win a $5,000 prize, but was 
named a semifinalist, which 
comes with a $25,000 prize.

According to T-Mobile staff, 
there were more than 2,000 
entries in the contest. Of the 
30 schools in Oregon that en-
tered the contest, LHS is the 
only one in the state to make it 
this far.

T-Mobile presented the 
$25,000 check during the War-
riors’ Oct. 3 football game as 
they played against the Bend 
Lava Bears at Heath Stadium. 

According to Michelle Stein-
hebel, communications direc-
tor for Lebanon Community 
School District, much of the 
$25,000 prize money will be 
set aside for improvements to 
Heath Stadium.

LHS has held steady in sec-
ond place since the finals kick-
off, but continues to fall further 
behind Dierks High School, 
a rural Arkansas school that 
has been dominating the field. 
To intercept that ball and gain 
some offensive traction, area 
communities are asked to ral-
ly behind their neighbor and 
submit their votes every day 
through Oct. 24.

To cast a vote for LHS, visit 
T-Mobile.com/brand/friday-
night-5g-lights/h and enter 
your email address. The com-
munity can return every day 
during the time period to cast 
another vote – the more daily 
votes, the higher the chance of 
winning.

According to a press release, 
T-Mobile’s Friday Night 5G 
Lights program is aimed to-
ward “celebrating the power 
of high school football to bring 
communities together.” Part of 
the contest involved sharing 
that community Warrior spir-
it by posting photos on social 
media.

For more information, visit 
T-Mobile.com/brand/friday-
night-5g-lights.
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Elm Street Baptist Church
Sunday Services:

9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship

5:00 pm Prayer Meeting
1150 Elm St. Sweet Home

541-367-5883

Mt. Calvary
Missionary Baptist

Church

1042 Pleasant Valley Rd.
541-818-0022

Sunday Service 11am
Come join us!

 Bible Study
10 am Sundays.

1266 44th Ave.  PO Box 515

New Life
Fellowship

(formerly Sweet Home Mennonite)

In Christ

541-367-2848 • shnlic.org

10:30 a.m. Worship Service
10:30 a.m. Children’s Church

541-367-2530
Father Theodore Lange

St. Helen 
Catholic Church
�����������������������

www.sweethomecatholicchurch.com

Holy Mass
Sat. at 5:30 pm & Sun. at 9:00 am
Tues 5:30 pm & Wed-Fri 8:30 am

Confessions
Before Masses or 1st, 2nd & 3rd Sat.

4:00 - 5:00 pm

For Sacramental information call

A Reconciling Congregation

11:00 am Worship
Free Meal - Tue, Wed & Fri - 5:00 pm

6th & Ironwood • 541-367-3073

Open Hearts,
     Open Minds,
          Open Doors

Sweet Home
   United
       Methodist
          Church

GATHERING
TIME

10:45 A.M.
890 Mountain View Rd.
541-967-HOPE (4673)

www.hope.church/sweethome

For where two or three are gathered together 
in My name, I am there in the midst of them.

-Ma�hew 18:20

Sweet Home
Evangelical Church
Join us Sunday 10:30 am

FOLLOW US AT:
FACEBOOK.COM/SWEETHOMEEC

1347 Long Street • 541-367-4357

WWW.EASTLINNPROPERTYMANAGEMENT.COM
(541) 367-7368   |   KARYN.ELPM@GMAIL.COM

Welcome to this comfortable 3-bedroom, 2-bath 
home in Sweet Home, OR. This well-maintained 
property o�ers a practical layout with a kitchen 
equipped with a range, fridge, and dishwasher 
for easy meal prep and cleanup. Washer and 
dryer hookups add everyday convenience. 
Outside, enjoy a covered carport, a handy 
storage shed, and a fenced backyard that 
provides privacy and space to relax or 
entertain. Up to two animals are allowed (no 
cats) with a $250 deposit and $50 monthly rent 
per animal. Combining comfort, convenience, 
and a great location, this home is ready for you 
to move in and make it your own.

FOR RENT - 1490 42ND AVE., SWEET HOME

$1995
RENT

3
BED

2
BATH

1224
SQ.FT.

Ground-level 
2-bedroom, 
1-bath 
apartment in 
Sweet Home, 
OR. This home 
o�ers a 
modern, 
practical layout 
with spacious bedrooms and a full 
bathroom. Rent includes water and 
sewer, and onsite laundry facilities 
add everyday convenience. A 
comfortable and well-designed space 
for easy living.

FOR RENT - 2424 MAIN ST - #13
SWEET HOME

$1250
RENT

2
BED

1
BATH

884
SQ.FT.

3-bed, 1-bath 
single-level 
home in Sweet 
Home, OR. 
Includes range, 
fridge, 
dishwasher, and 
washer/dryer 
hookups. Enjoy 
a spacious yard with patio and a large 
shop for storage or hobbies. Pet-friendly 
(no cats) with deposit and monthly fee.

FOR RENT - 1218 47TH AVE
SWEET HOME

$2000
RENT

3
BED

1
BATH

1000
SQ.FT.

FRESH 
PAINT 
& NEW 

FLOORING

GROUND
LEVEL

LARGE
SHOP

Photo by Sarah Brown
Lebanon school district board, staff and students receive a $25,000 
check from T-Mobile representatives after qualifying as a semifinalist in 
T-Mobile’s Friday Night 5G Lights Competition. At left is a QR code that  
will provide a daily reminder to voters to support the Warrriors' efforts.

Lebanon High School asks for help to capture $1 million prize
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1010 MAIN STREET • 541-367-4893
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Regular
Size $4.49
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Bites Around the Block: 
Discover Local Yum!

We invite you to embark 
on a culinary adventure. 

Rediscover your town
one plate at a time. 

Dine with pride, knowing 
that with every bite, 

you’re celebrating our 
local heritage, traditions, 

and community spirit.

FREE POOL ALL DAY EVERY DAY!

PUB & GRUB
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 11A.M. - 2:30A.M.

1200 12TH AVE, SWEET HOME • 541-367-5119

goal is improving our skills 
enough that we perform 
within placing and, similarly 
for Jazz Band, go to state.” 

She also wants to see more 
marching. The band, includ-
ing some alums, led the foot-
ball team to the stadium on 
Sept. 19 and then marched 
onto the field at halftime to 
perform, to the delight of the 
crowd. 

The marching goals were 
slowed a bit during the final 
weeks of school last spring 
when Tuter accidentally 
stepped backward off the 

stage in the auditorium as 
the bands held their dress re-
hearsal for their final concert 
of the year, which was sched-
uled for the next day. 

Tuter had to undergo sur-
gery to repair a severely bro-
ken ankle, she said, and there 
was talk of canceling the per-
formance, but high school 
band members insisted that 
their show must go on.

After her surgery, Tuter 
said, “I got home and I’d had 
a nerve block, so I was able to 
attend their concert and they 
just managed it beautifully.” 

“That was a testament to 
their love of music and their 
love of me, that the show 

went on and they really want-
ed to present that. It was su-
per cool. I cried through most 
of the concert.” 

She said she doesn’t plan 
to actually attempt drill – 
marching in the precise cho-
reography, movement, and 
formation changes that larg-
er programs do.

“It's so much work, so 
many hours outside, outside 
of school. I have an 8-year-
old,  but parades, formation 
marching, we're good.

“When the band leads the 
football team across (to the 
stadium), I’m in my Camry, 

See Bands, Page 9

BANDS
From page 2

Top teams capitalize on Sweet Home soccer inexperience
Facing two of the state’s 

best 4A Division soccer 
teams back-to-back, Sweet 
Home’s boys fell 8-0 to No. 5 
Newport/Waldport on Sept. 
30 and to No. 9 North Marion 
by the same score Thursday. 

The Huskies played ag-
gressively, but they made too 
many mental errors against a 
team that didn’t make many, 
Coach Eric Stutzer said. 

“I really believe we are 
playing better, but the differ-
ence right now lies in our de-
cision making,” he said. “We 
have to minimize the men-
tal errors that are costing us 
goals.”

 Newport jumped out to an 
early 4-0 lead during the first 
20 minutes of play. 

“Once we settled in, we 
competed until late in the 
second half where we gave 
up a handful of goals on con-
secutive errors,” he said.  

North Marion was a simi-
lar story, Stutzer said. 

“After giving up some ear-
ly goals on errors, we played 
fairly well until we had to 

make some personnel chang-
es late in the second half.”

The visitors were able to 
capitalize on the Huskies’ 
losing some “key players,” he 
said and mental errors and 
inexperience. 

“We played our hearts out, 
but we gave up some easy 
goals right at the end that 
made the score look a whole 
lot worse than how we actu-
ally played,” he said, noting 
that his players faced three 
top-nine teams in consecu-
tive games. 

“Every game we play is 
essentially like playing in a 
playoff match. These teams 

are talented and, unfortu-
nately, that leaves no margin 
for mental errors."

Up next is No. 1 Stayton on 
Tuesday, Oct. 7, followed by a 
trip to Cascade on Thursday, 
Oct. 9. That game will start at 
5 p.m. The Cougars were 0-3 
in Oregon West Conference 
play, 3-4 overall, coming into 
this week. 

“We will continue to work 
on our pace of play and cap-
italizing in the attacking 
third,  but our main focus 
this week will be minimizing 
those mental errors,” Stutzer 
said.

Photo by Scott Swanson
Husky defender Cannon Klumpf heads the ball over two North Marion 
opponents. See more game photos at sweethomenews.com. 

Girls soccer struggles in 
first week of league play
By Ryker Burr
For The New Era

Sweet Home began its 
league-season on a disap-
pointing note, losing all three 
of the Huskies’ opening Ore-
gon West Conference match-
ups in mercy-rule fashion.

Senior and captain Ana-
belle Morris managed to 
score the team’s lone goal on 
the week, doing so in the first 
half against Newport.

After losses to Philomath, 
Newport, and North Marion, 
Sweet Home will be asked 
to play a game of catch-up if 
they want a chance to make 
any noise in the district.

Head Coach Ramiro Santa-
na summarized the challeng-
es that come from playing in 
such a competitive league–
one that contains three top-
12 teams in the state: “We are 
underdogs in one of the best 
leagues in the state. We need 
to never give up.”

Goalkeeper and captain 
Lyndie Birkett is currently 
in concussion protocol after 
Tuesday’s first half against 
Newport. Sophomore Rylee 
Mabe has filled in for Birkett 
since she was forced off the 
field.

“We don’t know when she’ll 
be back. We are waiting for 
her to be cleared by a doctor," 
Santana stated. 

He added “We will bounce 
back if we get all our girls back 
healthy. We have four to five 
girls hurt right now.”

The Green and Gold will 
look to get back on track this 
week against league-rivals 
Stayton and Cascade. Stayton 
checks in ranked 12th in the 
state, while Cascade is placed 
27th (Sweet Home is 29th). 
The Huskies’ matchup against 
the Cougars will be at home, 6 
p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 4.
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Each October, Breast Can-
cer Awareness Month serves 
as a global call to action — a 
reminder to prioritize early 
detection, education, sup-
port, and research in the on-
going fight against one of the 
most prevalent and deadly 
cancers affecting women to-
day.

In the United States, breast 
cancer is the most common-
ly diagnosed cancer among 

women, excluding skin can-
cers. According to the Amer-
ican Cancer Society, in 2025, 
an estimated 316,950 women 
will be diagnosed with inva-
sive breast cancer.  Tragical-
ly, about 42,170 women are 
expected to lose their lives to 
the disease this year alone.

Raising awareness goes 
far beyond wearing pink. It 
means encouraging people 
with the knowledge to take 

control of their health, get-
ting regular screening, fund-
ing research, and breaking 
down stigmas that can delay 
diagnosis and treatment.

1. Early Detection Saves 
Lives

When detected early and 
localized, the five-year sur-
vival rate for breast cancer 
in the U.S. is approximately 
99%. However, survival drops 
significantly when cancer 
spreads to other parts of the 
body. According to the CDC, 
about 2 in 3 breast cancer 
cases are found at the local-
ized stage. That leaves nearly 
one-third of patients diag-
nosed only after the cancer 
has spread — often because 
of lack of access, education, 
or routine screening.
2. Breast Cancer Doesn’t 
Discriminate

Although breast cancer 
primarily affects women, it 
also occurs in men. Around 
2,800 men in the U.S. are 
expected to be diagnosed in 
2025. M
3. Incidence is Rising 
Among Younger Women

Recent trends show a 
concerning uptick in cases 
among women under age 
50. Between 2012 and 2021, 
breast cancer incidence in 
younger women in the U.S. 
increased by about 1.4% 
annually. Awareness cam-

paigns help inform younger 
generations that they’re not 
immune and should know 
their risks and family history.

4. Research Needs Support
Awareness month plays a 

critical role in funding life-
saving research. Innovations 
in genetic testing, targeted 
therapy, and immunothera-
py continue to improve sur-
vival rates and quality of life. 
But research requires robust, 
ongoing financial support — 
much of which comes from 
public donations during Oc-
tober campaigns.
How You Can Make a Dif-
ference

Get screened: Women over 
40 should talk with their 

doctor about annual mam-
mograms. Those with a fam-
ily history may need earlier 
screenings.

Know your risk: Talk to 
your doctor about genetic 
testing if you have a family 
history of breast or ovarian 
cancer.

Spread the word: Share re-
sources, educate others, and 
encourage loved ones to get 
checked.

Support organizations: 
Donate to or volunteer with 
groups funding research or 
helping patients access care.

Wear pink with purpose: 
Make your participation 
meaningful by combining 
awareness with action.

3210 Highway 20, Sweet Home, Oregon
(541) 367-2111 • www.cascadetimber.com

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980
Don Arndt  541-409-6150 | Larsen Arndt 541-409-6154 

Marshall Arndt 541-409-6156 | Donny Arndt 541-409-6153

EST. 1970

OUTDOOR HEATED PATIO • OREGON LOTTERY

SUN-THUR: 8AM-9PM  |  FRI: 8AM-10PM |  SAT: 6AM-10PM

 6305 US 20, FOSTER • (541) 367-1560
FOR RESERVATIONS AND TAKEOUT

POINTSWEETHOME.COM
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going ahead, windows down, 
and watching and making 
sure everybody’s doing what 
they should.”

Public Attention
The halftime appearance 

on Sept. 19 was a head-turn-
er for some in the stands, but 
the band has already gotten 
notice. 

“We get invites to play 
gigs,” Tuter said, noting that 
her kids played at the Senior 
Center last year and are invit-
ed back this year, as well as at 
Wiley Creek Community and 
the Oregon Veterans Home 
in Lebanon. 

“We’re getting invitations 
to play some events. It might 
be cool to perform at like, 
maybe, the Chamber of Com-
merce dinner, the seniors’ 
Christmas Party.

“I’m super patriotic, so 
those kinds of things are re-
ally important to me, and I’m 
hoping to just continue that.” 

Challenges Remain
There are still plenty of 

challenges: “We still have 
quite a few repairs that are 
needed and I have most of 
the band instruments that we 
own checked out to middle 
school/junior high and high 
school kids.”

The shortage of school in-
struments forces parents to 
rent instruments for their 
kids, she said. 

Tuter said donations from 
the community have helped 
– both instruments and mon-
ey. 

“We have quite a few kids 
in the elementary band. We 
are desperate for trombones.” 

About significant number 
of her Wind Ensemble mem-
bers are brand new to high 
school band.

Family Mexican Restaurant

CASA DE REYES

Everyday specials
Margarita Mondays 

Taco Tuesdays 
Family Packs 

2434 Main Street | (541) 818-8948

Everyday specials
Margarita Mondays 

Taco Tuesdays 
Family Packs 

2434 Main Street | (541) 818-8948

Everyday specials
Margarita Mondays 

Taco Tuesdays 
Family Packs 

2434 Main Street | (541) 818-8948

1IN8
women in the
United States will
develop breast cancer
in her lifetime
Help find a cure, 
by donating to the 
National Breast Cancer Foundation
nationalbreastcancer.org

G R E G O R Y H O M E T E A M . C O M
Each o�ce independently owned and operated. Licensed in the state of Oregon.
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The Wendi Melcher Team

1575 Main St Sweet Home

Wendi Melcher
541-409-4813

Brittani Albrecht
541-971-9281

See Bands, Page 16

BANDS
From page 7
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By Scott Swanson
Of The New Era

When Bode Nichols hit 
Marist ballcarrier Conner 
Harvey with a savage open-
field tackle on the first play 
of the Spartans’ visit to Sweet 
Home Friday night, Oct. 3, 
the ball squirted out of Har-
vey’s hands. 

That was the initial punch 
in a night-long slugfest, a 
mostly clean one, that result-
ed in a 27-20 triumph for the 
Huskies, their first victory 
over Marist in decades and a 
1-0 start in Special District 3.

“That was fun,” Head Coach 
Ryan Adams said. “That was 
exactly the heavyweight fight 
we kind of expected.”

The victory was not secure, 
literally, until the final two 
plays. 

“That felt amazing,” said 
senior Luke Rosa, who has 
been a key player in Sweet 
Home’s turnaround from a 
winless season two years ago. 

“We’ve been waiting to get 
one on them and this year 
was the year.”

Marist, which came into 
the game 1-3 after losses to 
highly-ranked Henley and 
Tillamook, both on the road, 
showed early that it intended 
to leave with a W. 

Following that opening 
fumble, the Spartans forced 
Sweet Home to punt after 
stymieing the Huskies’ first 
drive in three plays, and then 
68 yards for a touchdown 
and a 7-0 lead with 5:05 left 
in the first quarter. 

They stopped Sweet Home 
again after three plays, forc-
ing another punt. 

Then things changed for 
the Huskies as Kyle Zajic 
picked off a pass from quar-
terback Brody Gilliam, set-

ting Sweet Home up at its 37 
yard line. 

The Huskies launched a 
10-play drive of their own, 
capped by a nine-yard scor-
ing pass early in the second 
quarter from Zajic to Dillan 
Davis. With a point-after kick 
from Keeghan Gittins, the 
Huskies had the score tied 
with 8:12 left in the half. 

After forcing Marist to 
punt, they went to work 
again, moving 40 yards in 
10 plays to the 28, where, on 
fourth-and-four,  Zajic hit 
Nichols for his second touch-
down pass of the night and a 
14-7 lead with Gittins’ kick. 

Late in the quarter they 
forced another punt and 
marched 68 yards again, Za-

jic finding Nichols again, this 
time from the 20, with anoth-
er touchdown pass. The kick 
failed, but the Huskies took 
a 20-7 lead into the locker 
room. 

With less than a minute left 
in the first half, Gilliam was 
sacked and had to be helped 
off the field, not to return for 
the rest of the evening. 

Late in the third quarter 
Marist took over on its 42 
and five plays later Elijah 
Martin connected on a 22-
yard pass to Harvey to close 
the gap to 20-14. 

“Their backup quarterback 
had a lot of playing time,” Ad-
ams said. “I think he played 
the whole game the second 
game of the year, when he 

got subbed in. 
“That's why I told our 

guys, ‘Hey, this isn't going to 
change anything. This is a 
dang good football team.”

Then, less than a min-
ute into the fourth quarter, 
Marist got the ball back on 
a bad snap to Nichols, who 
was trying to punt on fourth 
down at his 27 yards line, and 
was tackled at the 25. 

Six plays later the visitors 
evened the score with an 
eight-yard scoring pass from 
Martin to CJ Giustina, tying 
things at 29-20 with 9:14 left 
on the clock. 

“Credit to them for bat-
tling back,” Adams said. “You 
know, down two scores going 
to that second half, they kept 

punching along. 
“I’m just really proud of the 

way our guys responded to 
this.”

With 3:36 left in the game, 
Sweet Home took over on its 
29, and two plays later Zajic 
connected from the 31 with 
Davis, who outsprinted the 
Spartan defenders to the end 
zone and Gittins made it 27-20. 

But Marist knows how to 
win and the Spartans weren’t 
done yet. 

They took over on their 35 
after Gittins’ kickoff rolled 
out of bounds and Martin 
immediately threw a bomb 
to Grady Hazen for a 41-
yard completion and Marist 
powered to the 2. Then Rosa 
stormed into the backfield 
and wrapped up Harvey, 
who was a workhorse for 
the Spartans all night, and 
forced a fumble that was re-
covered by Trenton Templin 
with 1:12 on the clock.  

Two plays later, Zajic con-
nected with Davis from the 
5 to give the Huskies a first 
down, which iced the game 
for Sweet Home. 

“There were some ups and 
downs,” Rosa said. “We were 
thinking about the next play. 
Our focus this week was our 
preparation and the next 
play.” 

Zajic said the win was the 
result of the way the Huskies 
have practiced. 

“It was just, just the pro-
cess,” he said, commenting 
on those final minutes.

“It’s something we prac-
tice every single day. These 
are the moments that they 
happen and you just have to 
make it true.”

He said the Huskies knew 
they had to be “very confi-

Walk-in Wednesday 12-5pm
CLINIC LOCATION

834 Goldfish Farm Rd. Albany, OR
COX CREEK BRIDGE NOW OPEN!

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

• Monitor & Care for High Risk Feet (Diabetes, PVD, Neuropathy)
• Foot Assessments • Education • Trim/File Nails

• Corn/Callous Treatment • Manage Ingrown Toenails
• Reduction of Thick/Fungal Nail • Footwear Assessment

• Moisturizing Foot Rub • Medical Referrals

Feet Don’t Fail Me Now
Foot Care,  LLC.
Foot Care Services

Deena Hickey, RN, CFCS

541.286.0671

Registered Nurse & 
Certified Foot Care Specialist

This weeks ICEBOX Performer Of The Week 
goes to Dustin Jackman. 

We’re proud to recognize Dustin for his 
incredible hard work and dedication. Last 

week, he ranked as our best producing welder 
thanks to the precision, skill, and pride he 

puts into every project. What makes Dustin 
stand out even more is his work ethic. 

He’s the kind of teammate who’s always here 
before the clock, prepared and ready to get 
the job done right. That level of consistency 

and commitment doesn’t go unnoticed. It sets 
the bar high for all of us. Thank you, Dustin, 

for going above and beyond and showing 
what it means to be a true professional. 

Keep leading by example! We appreciate you!

Huskies open league with historic win over Marist

See Football, Page 11

Photo by Scott Swanson
Marist's Conner Harvey loses the football as Bode Nichols levels him with an open-field tackle.  
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dent” coming into the game. 
“We haven’t beat these 

guys in I don’t know how 
long. We just had to stay con-
fident, be on our heels and 
just keep firing.” 

Adams said his team was 
ready.

“Our whole thing this 
week was just confidence 
through preparation,” he 
said. “I thought they pre-
pared really well all week. 
They approached this game 
extremely well. We talked in 
the game, ‘always next play, 
always next play.’

“We just really focused on 
not getting them too high or 
too low, no matter what. And 
they responded really well.”

Assistant Coach Rob 
Younger, who led the Hus-
kies for 22 years and last 
year returned to help Adams 
on the sideline, said he ap-
preciated the atmosphere at 
Husky Field, which, he said, 
added to the win. 

“It reminded me of the past, 
when the stands were full 
and there were people stand-
ing around the track and the 
concession stands were busy,” 
he said – all of which was true 

on Friday night. 
“Getting people back, in-

volved, on Friday night gave 
me a lot of joy. Someone told 
me that they opened their 
window two miles away from 
the stadium and they could 
hear the roar.” 

The win, he said, is a testa-
ment to the team’s focus and 
commitment. 

“These kids have come a 
long way in the two years I’ve 
been privileged to be part of 
it,” he said, crediting Adams 
for putting together a team 
of “good, consistent coaches” 
and for delegating well. 

“Eight of the nine guys who 
are part of varsity staff are all 
ex-Huskies. They have that 
pride.”

Zajic had his best passing 
game of the year, finishing 
with 181 yards on 12/21 with 
four touchdowns and no in-
terceptions. Sweet Home had 
84 yards on the ground, most 
of it from Barringer.

Marist finished with 224 
yards through the air, and 
107 yards on the ground, 
with two interceptions by the 
Huskies.

Up next for Sweet Home, 
now 5-0 overall and 1-0 in 
Special District 3 and ranked 
No. 6 by OSAA in the 4A Divi-

sion, is Junction City, which is 
also 1-0 after a 28-8 win over 
Cottage Grove last week. The 
only common opponent thus 
far for Sweet Home and the 
Tigers is Woodburn, whom 
Junction City defeated 30-13 
the week after the Huskies 
beat the Bulldogs 27-13.

Local Service - Powerful Equipment

541-451-5213 • 1215 W AIRWAY RD-LEBANON
WWW.CASCADEPOWERLEBANON.COM

FOOTBALL
From page 10

Photo by Scott Swanson
Sam Barringer, left, fights for yardage with some help from blocker Gabe Meadors, 63. See many more photos 
from the game at sweethomenews.com. 

Driver crashes car into Alder 
Street house, cited for DUII
By Sarah Brown
Of The New Era

First responders blocked 
off a portion of Alder Street 
Tuesday, Sept. 30, after a car 
collided into a house at about 
5:19 p.m.

Police spoke to the driver 
while she remained seated in 
her 2024 Toyota RAV4, unin-
jured.

Rose Peda, who lives in the 
rental house, said she was sit-
ting in her living room when 
she was literally jolted as the 
SUV struck the corner of the 
house. Her initial thought 
was that a tree fell down.

It sounded “like a sonic 
boom,” she said.

Landlord Bob Skinner, who 
lives next door, said he could 

feel his home shake.
“It was quite the surprise,” 

he said.
Sweet Home Police De-

partment reported Melissa 
Kay Wise, 68, was driving 
southbound on 10th Avenue 
at about 30 mph when she 
failed to negotiate a west-
bound turn onto Alder Street. 
She first struck through a 
wood fence on the southwest 
corner of Alder Street and 
10th, then crossed Alder in a 
northerly direction and ran 
through the wire fence be-
fore striking the house.

“It was a pretty significant 
smack,” Skinner said. “There 
were neighbors down the 
street that could hear the hit.”

The foundation of the 

house was broken on each 
side of the corner, and the 
wall sustained damage.

Skinner said Wise told him 
she had just had to have her 
dog put down that day. 

During the investigation, 
officers developed probable 
cause to believe Wise was im-
paired. A breath test was ad-
ministered and preliminary 
results indicated a blood al-
cohol concentration above 
the legal limit. 

She was subsequently ar-
rested for DUII, reckless driv-
ing and reckless endanger-
ing.

“Maybe somebody will see 
this and have one less drink,” 
Skinner said. 

Photo by Sarah Brown
A police officer speaks with the driver of a car that crashed into a house at the corner of 10th and Alder.
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Notice is given that the 1977 Concord 
manufactured home located at 2796 
South Main Road, Space 28, Lebanon, 
Oregon 97355, Serial No. 2977334038, 
Home ID No. 209425, is deemed 
abandoned. The owner of the man-
ufactured home is believed to be 
Kay D. Fouts and the occupant of the 
manufactured home is believed to be: 
None. The manufactured home will 
be sold by private bidding on October 
17, with sealed bids to be submitted 
to and accepted by The Law Offices of 
Brian Cox, 142 West 8th Avenue, Eu-
gene, Oregon 97401, Attn: Brian Cox, 
through October 15.
To inspect the manufactured home, 
please contact Wade Hanson at (541) 
405-4232.
(10/8 - 10/15)____________________

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
STATE OF OREGON FOR THE COUN-
TY OF LINN PROBATE DEPARTMENT
In the Matter of the Estate of DONALD 
BOYD BLANKENSHIP, Deceased.
Case No. 25PB08355
NOTICE TO INTERESTED PERSONS 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on 
September 29, 2025, Charolette A. 
Popovic, was appointed as Person-
al Representative of the above-ref-
erenced estate. All persons having 
claims against the estate are required 
to present them, with vouchers at-
tached, to the Personal Represen-
tative or to Stacey D. Mealer, Attor-
ney, at the addresses listed below, 
within four months after the date of 
first publication of this notice, or the 
claims may be barred.
All persons whose rights may be af-
fected by the proceedings may obtain 
additional information from the re-
cords of the Court, the Personal Rep-
resentative, or the attorney for the 
Personal Representative.
Personal Representative:
Charolette A. Popovic
5707 E 32nd Street, Lot 1284
Yuma, AZ 85365
(541) 852-1587
Attorney for Personal Representative:
Stacey D. Mealer, Attorney
PO Box 81 ~ 1195 Main Street Suite 2
Sweet Home, OR 97386
(541) 270-2406 ~ Mealer@actionnet.
net
(10/8)__________________________

Notice of sale of personal property 
under Landlords Possessory Lien. 
Personal property left in the following 
units have been seized for Non-pay-
ment of rent and will be sold at The 
Storage Depot, 2887 SW Ferry St Al-
bany, OR 97322 on October 30, 2025 
at 12:00pm. The following units are 
available for viewing and live public 
sale at 12:00pm: I1057 (Rosaly Batten-
field), H0866 (Marcus Pitzer), K3059 
(Kristina Robb), I1050 (Camie Sue Ro-
mania), B0202 (James Snapp), J2019 
(Debra Tilley).
(10/8 - 10/15)____________________

Notice of sale of personal property 
under landlord’s possessory lien. Per-
sonal property left in the following 
units have been seized for non-pay-
ment of rent and will be sold at The 
Storage Depot- 4199 Main St. Sweet 
Home, Or 97386 on October 29, 2025. 
The following units are available for 
viewing at 10:00am and will be sold 
to the highest bidder: Jackie Tren-
gove – E182, Jimmy Joe Brown Jr – 

Notice of sale of personal property 
under Landlords Possessory lien. Per-
sonal property left in the following 
units have been seized for Non-pay-
ment of rent and will be sold at The 
Storage Depot, 111 Davidson St. NE 
Albany, OR 97321 October 30, 2025 at 
10:00am. Tagen, Sherman #D14; Cor-
dova, Lupe #F39; Cordova, Lupe #A32; 
Cordova, Lupe #F65; Ingram, Tiffany 
#C43; Hoffman-Sanders, Cockrell, 
Gail #F94
(10/8 - 10/15)____________________

Notice of sale of personal property 
under landlord’s possessory lien. Per-
sonal property left in the following 
units have been seized for non-pay-
ment of rent and will be sold at The 
Storage Depot - 36666, Hwy 34, Leb-
anon OR 97355 on October 31st, 
2025 at 10:00 am: DeButts, Carol BL5; 
Goodenough, Tina AL08; Hughes, 
Laura BL36; Samson, Carrie EL45 & 
CC55; Reynolds, Rachel F24.
(10/8 - 10/15)____________________

SWEET HOME POLICE DEPARTMENT
1950 MAIN ST., SWEET HOME, OR 

97386
(541) 367-5181

NOTICE OF INTENT TO DISPOSE OF 
PROPERTY UNDER ORS 98.245

The Sweet Home Police Department 
has in its physical possession the un-
claimed personal property described 
below. If you have any ownership in-
terest in any of the unclaimed prop-
erty, you must file a claim with the 
Sweet Home Police Department within 
30 days from the date of publication 
of this notice or you will lose interest 
in that property. You may file a claim 
that presents proof satisfactory that 
you are the lawful owner or security 
interest holder of the property. The 
unclaimed property may be donated 
to a nonprofit organization or another 
government agency; retained for use 
by the City of Sweet Home; destroyed; 
or sold at public auction through gov-
deals.com, ebay.com or Facebook at 
any time after the 30-day period ex-
pires, Oct. 8-Nov. 7  (PP 25-07):
Phones, wallets (for Andrea Letsinger, 
Frank Cutbirth and Ronald Martin), 
ID (for Cynthia Gaylord, Riley Gaskey 
and Destiny Longstin), clothing, light-
ers, vaping devices, knives, bicycles, 
handheld radio, ADA parking permit, 
mailbox, walker, stroller, bedding, 
wagon, miscellaneous items from 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE 
STATE OF OREGON FOR THE COUNTY 
OF LINN Probate Department CASE 
NO. 25PB08418 NOTICE TO INTEREST-
ED PERSONS In the Matter of the ES-
TATE of HELEN LOUISE THOMPSON, 
Deceased, NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that on September 25, 2025, Robert 
Dale Thompson, II was appointed 
and deemed qualified to act as the 
personal representative of the above 
estate. All persons having claims 
against the estate are hereby required 
to present these claims, with proper 
vouchers, within four months after 
the date of the first publication of this 
notice, as stated below to the person-
al representative’s attorney, Susan 
Ezzy Jordan, Jordan & Williams, LLC., 
180 West 6th Ave., Junction City, OR 

The City of Sweet Home hereby in-
vites firms to submit bids to purchase 
bulk gravel. The sealed proposals are 
due in the City’s online portal by 5:00 
PM on November 5, 2025.
Interested bidders are directed to 
the City of Sweet Home Procurement 
Portal at procurement.opengov.com/
portal/sweethomeor for detailed 
information and submittal require-
ments.
(10/8)__________________________

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
STATE OF OREGON FOR THE COUN-

TY OF LINN
JKS HOLDINGS, LLC, Plaintiff, v. UN-
KNOWN HEIRS OF LAURIE SUSAN 
WIEBRECHT, Defendants.
Case No. 25CV52253
SUMMONS
TO: Unknown Heirs of Laurie Susan 
Wiebrecht 
You are hereby required to appear 
and defend the complaint filed 
against you in the above entitled ac-
tion within 30 days of the date of first 
publication which is October 8, 2025, 
along with the required filing fee, and 
in case of your failure to do so, for 
want thereof, plaintiff will apply to 
the court for the relief demanded in 
the Complaint.
NOTICE TO THE DEFENDANT: READ 
THESE PAPERS CAREFULLY!
You must “appear” in this case or the 
other side will win automatically. 
To “appear” you must file with the 
court a legal paper called a “motion” 
or “answer.” Forms may be available 
through the court above or online at 
www.courts.oregon.gov/gorms. This 
must be given to the court clerk or ad-
ministrator within 30 days along with 
the required filing fee. It must be in 
proper form and have proof of service 
on the Plaintiff’s attorney or, if the 
Plaintiff does not have an attorney,
proof of service upon the Plaintiff. 
Service rules are in the Oregon Rules 
of Civil Procedure (ORCP) Rule 9.
If you have questions, you should see 
an attorney immediately. If you need 
help finding a lawyer, you may call 
the Oregon State Bar’s Lawyer Refer-
ral Service at (503) 684-3763 or toll 
free in Oregon at (800) 452-7636.
Dated: September 24, 2025

M. Sean Kidd, OSB #091224
Attorney for Plaintiffs
260 Ferry Street SW, Ste 202
Albany, OR 97321
(541) 926-5505
sean@longdel.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
STATE OF OREGON FOR THE COUN-

TY OF LINN
JKS HOLDINGS LLC, an Oregon lim-
ited liability company, Plaintiff, v. 
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF LAURIE SUSAN 
WIEBRECHT. Defendants.
Case No. 25CV52253
COMPLAINT FOR FORECLOSURE
NOT SUBJECT TO MANDATORY ARBI-
TRATION
AMOUNT OF CLAIM: $580,500.00
FILING FEE: $594
At all times material herein, Plaintiff, 
JKS HOLDINGS, LLC (Plaintiff) was 
and is a limited liability company duly 
organized and existing under the laws 
of the state of Oregon.
Laurie Susan Wiebrecht was and is 
the record owner of the real proper-
ty and the improvements thereon 
commonly known as 3108 28'™ Ave-
nue, SE, Albany, Linn County, Oregon 
97322 ("Property"), more particularly 
described on the attached Exhibit 1.
Ms. Wiebrecht passed away on No-
vember 29, 2024. A true copy of the 
obituary of Laurie Susan Wiebrecht is 
hereto attached as Exhibit 2.
Upon information and belief Plaintiff 
alleges that no party named herein 
is engaged in active military duty or 
naval service of the United States as 
defined in the Servicemembers Civil
Relief Act ('SCRA") as amended. To 
the best of Plaintiff's ability, Plaintiff 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
STATE OF OREGON IN AND FOR THE 
COUNTY OF LINN, Lakeveiw Loan 
Servicing, LLC, Plaintiff v. LEANNA 
MARIE BIGGERSTAFF, an individual; 
TWANIA LYNN HEROD, an individual; 
RAY KLEIN, INC., a corporation; THE 
SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND UR-
BAN DEVELOPMENT, a government 
entity; and ALL OTHER PERSONS, 
PARTIES, OR OCCUPANTS UNKNOWN 
CLAIMING ANY LEGAL OR EQUITABLE 
RIGHT, TITLE, ESTATE, LIEN, OR IN-
TEREST IN THE REAL PROPERTY DE-
SCRIBED IN THE COMPLAINT HEREIN, 
ADVERSE TO PLAINTIFF’S TITLE, OR 
ANY CLOUD ON PLAITNIFF’S TITLE 
TO THE PROPERTY, Defendants. Case 
No. 24CV54074 SUMMONS BY PUBLI-
CATION TO THE DEFENDANT: Lean-
na Marie Biggerstaff: In the name of 
the State of Oregon, you are hereby 
required to appear and defend the 
complaint filed against you in the 
above entitled Court within thirty (30) 
days from the date of the first publica-
tion of this summons. The date of first 
publication in this matter is October 
1, 2025. If you fail timely to appear 
and answer, for want thereof, plain-
tiff(s) will apply to the court for relief 
demanded in the complaint. This is a 
judicial foreclosure of a deed of trust 
in which the plaintiff requests that the 
plaintiff be allowed to foreclose your 
interest in the following described 
real property: A tract of land being 
a part of that certain tract of land 
being described in deed to Fairway 
Independent Mortgage Corporation, 
Recorded August 10, 2022 as Instru-
ment No. 2022-14047, Linn County 
Deed Records. ALL OF THAT TRACT 
CONVEYED TO MICHAEL J. LEE PER 
MICROFILM VOLUME 1431, PAGE 823, 
LINN COUNTY MICROFILM RECORDS, 
AND A PORTION OF THAT TRACT CON-
VEYED TO DAVID L. VANDERLIP AND 
RACHEL L. VANDERLIP PER MICRO-
FILM VOLUME 1391, PAGE 670, SAID 
RECORDS, LYING BLOCK 111, HACKLE-
MAN'S ADDITION TO THE CITY OF AL-
BANY, IN THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER 
OF SECTION 6, TOWNSHIP 11 SOUTH, 
RANGE 3 WEST, WILLAMETTE MERID-
IAN, IN THE CITY OF ALBANY, COUN-
TY OF LINN AND STATE OF OREGON, 
MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT A 5/8" IRON 
ROD AT THE LEE SOUTHWEST COR-
NER LYING NORTH 81°45'00" EAST 
100.00 FEET FROM THE SOUTHWEST
CORNER OF SAID BLOCK 111; THENCE 
ALONG THE LEE WEST LINE NORTH 
8°21'45" WEST 113.33 FEET TO A 
5/8" IRON ROD AT THE NORTHWEST 
CORNER THEREOF; THENCE ALONG 
THE LEE NORTH LINE AND EXTEN-
SION THEREOF, NORTH 81°46'58" 
EAST 32.92 FEET TO THE NORTHEAST 
THEREOF, ALSO BEING THE NORTH-
WEST CORNER OF SAID VANDERLIP 
TRACT; THENCE CONTINUING ALONG 
VANDERLIP NORTH LINE, NORTH 
81°46'58" EAST 12.64 FEET TO A 
POINT LYING NORTH 8°49'28" WEST 
0.80 FEET FROM A 5/8" IRON ROD; 
THENCE LEAVING VANDERLIP NORTH 
LINE, SOUTH 8°49'28" EAST 29.40 
FEET TO A 5/8" IRON ROD; THENCE 
SOUTH 81°46'58" WEST 3.00 FEET 
TO A 5/8" IRON ROD; THENCE SOUTH 
6°31'45" EAST 83.95 FEET TO A 5/8" 
IRON ROD ON THE VANDERLIP SOUTH 
LINE BEING ALSO THE SOUTH LINE 
OF SAID BLOCK 111; THENCE ALONG 
SAID BLOCK LINE AND THE SOUTHER-
LY LINES OF SAID LEE AND VANDER-
LIP TRACTS, SOUTH 81°45'00" WEST 
40.11 FEET TO THE POINT OF BE-
GINNING. Commonly known as: 521 
3RD AVE SE, ALBANY, OREGON 97321. 
NOTICE TO THE DEFENDANT: READ 
THESE PAPERS CAREFULLY! You must 
"appear" to protect your rights in this 
matter. To "appear" you must file 

with the court a legal paper called a 
"motion" or "reply." The "motion" or 
"reply" must be given to the court 
clerk or administrator within 30 days 
along with the required filing fee. 
It must be in proper form and have 
proof of service on the defendant's 
attorney or, if the defendant does not 
have an attorney, proof of service on 
the defendant. If you have questions, 
you should see an attorney immedi-
ately. If you need help in finding an 
attorney, you may call the Oregon 
State Bar's Lawyer Referral Service at 
(503) 684-3763 or toll-free in Oregon 
at (800) 452-7636. The Oregon State 
Bar`s web address is http://www.os-
bar.org. This summons is issued pur-
suant to ORCP 7. Malcolm Cisneros, 
A Law Corporation, Nathan F. Smith, 
OSB #120112, Nathan@mclaw.org 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 2112 Business 
Center Drive, Second Floor, Irvine, CA 
92612, P: (949) 252-9400, F: (949) 252-
1032. 
(10/1, 10/8, 10/15, 10/22)___________

A583, Nancy L Clifford – A534, Curtis 
Hughes – RV39, Tony W Jones – B233, 
Katie King – B146, Travis Lanz – A483, 
Tamera Lyons – D306, Amber Stein-
born – D357, Heather Tressel – A530, 
Chris Turner – D206
(10/8 - 10/15)____________________

has conducted a search of the named 
Defendants. Upon information and 
belief Plaintiff alleges that no party 
named herein is a minor or otherwise 
incompetent.
The City of Albany, Oregon filed a 
municipal lien ("Lien") against the 
Property in the records of Linn Coun-
ty, Oregon, to secure payment of the 
abatement of derelict structure in the 
sum of $580,500.00. copy of the lien is 
attached hereto as Exhibit 3.
Subsequent to Ms. Weibrecht's death, 
Plaintiff purchased the interest of the 
City of Albany. A copy ofthe Assign-
ment of Lien from the City to Plaintiff-
is attached hereto as Exhibit 4.
The Lien (and Assignment thereof) 
is subject to foreclosure. Plaintiff 
declares that the entire balance of 
principal and interest is now due and 
payable.
Currently, $580,500.00 is immediate-
ly due and payable and is secured by 
the Lien on the Property.
Defendants may claim some interest 
in the property. Any such claim is ju-
nior to Plaintiffs Lien.
No other proceedings are pending for 
the collection of the debt or the fore-
closure of the Lien. Plaintiff has no 
adequate remedy at law.
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for judg-
ment of this court:
(a) Granting judgment to Plaintiff 
against Defendants in the amount of 
$580,500.00;
(b) Declaring that the Lien be fore-
closed as a valid lien against the Prop-
erty described above, and declaring 
that the Lien is senior to any interest 
of named Defendants in the Property;
(c) Foreclosing Plaintiff's Lien and or-
dering the sale of the Property by the 
sheriff of Linn County in the manner 
prescribed by law;
(d) Applying the proceeds
received from the sale first toward the 
costs of sale, then toward satisfaction 
of Plaintiffs judgment, including costs 
and attorney fees and any surplus to 
the party or parties who may estab-
lish their right thereto;
(e) Declaring that Plaintiff will not be 
entitled to monetary damages, at-
torney fees, costs, or disbursements 
against any defendant who does not 
contest this action;
(f) Declaring Plaintiff is permitted to 
become a bidder and purchaser of 
the Property at the sheriff's sale. If 
the Plaintiff is the purchaser at the 
sale and the property is not vacated 
upon sale, the Plaintiff reserves the 
right to petition the court for a writ of 
assistance after the sale based upon 
the judgment entry and sale upon 
separate motion of the purchaser af-
ter sale.
(g) Ordering that Defendants and all 
persons claiming through Defendants 
are forever foreclosed of all interest in 
the property;
(h) Granting such other and further 
relief as the court deems equitable.
(10/8, 10/15, 10/22, 10/29)__________

97448 (541) 342-8110, or they may be 
barred. All persons whose rights may 
be affected by the proceeding in this 
estate may obtain additional informa-
tion from the records of the attorney 
for the personal representative. DAT-
ED AND PUBLISHED: October 8, 2025
(10/8)__________________________
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wagons and strollers, prescription 
medication, clock radio, cosmetics, 
champagne glass, nail kit, miscel-
laneous papers, first-aid kit, solar 
panel, dolly/cart, cash, sleeping 
bags, backpacks containing personal 
items, bag with wigs, clothing, cards, 
firearms, air rifles, ammunition, Nin-
tendo Switch, keys, child’s tablet, 
tents, notebooks, BB gun, laptop, dog 
tags for Darrel Peterson, lockable box, 
checks for Dena Winkler, purses, med-
ication, chairs, camera, CD player.
(10/8 )__________________________

Fire Wood
Fire wood for sale  Fir, Ash, Oak, Ma-
ple, and Pine you cut you haul $20 per 
load 541-740-7239
(9/17 - 10/8)_____________________

Vendors Wanted

Puppies for Sale

Vendors Wanted Christmas Bazaar 
December 6th. 1347 Long Street Ac-
tivity Building $25.00 space. For more 
information call or text Linda 541-
990-7627
(10/8, 10/15, 10/22, 10/29)__________

Miniature Schnauzer puppies. Very 
cute and playful. Shots given. $800.00 
each. Lebanon. 541-451-2054
(10/8 - 10/15)____________________

Rummage Sale

Free Puppies

Statewide Notices Statewide Notices

RUMMAGE SALE & BOTTLE/
CAN DRIVE.   FRIDAY, OCTOBER 
10TH  & SATURDAY, OCTOBER 
11. 9AM-4PM  2470 MAIN ST. 

SWEET HOME, FREEDOM HILL 
CHURCH FUNDRAISER.   BENE-

FIT FREEDOM HILL YOUTH! 
(10/8)______________________

Foster Lake RV Resort looking for a 
part time maintenance person or cou-
ple. Light maintenance duties, year 
round or seasonal, must have their 
own RV. Call for application, compen-
sation package, and further details 
541-367-5629.
(9/24 - 10/15)____________________

Help Wanted

Upstairs unit one bedroom condo, 
furnished, utilities include water, 
sewer, garbage, electric. Beautiful 
lake views, off street parking, laun-
dromat on site, seasonal pool. $1800 
per month (month to month tenan-
cy). Call for application and cleaning 
deposit fees. No pets allowed. For fur-
ther details 541-367-5629.
(9/24 - 10/15)____________________

For Rent: Affordable 3 bedroom 
house on Birch St. in Lebanon. Large 
fenced yard with storage shed. Call 
541-258-3377
(10/1 - 10/15)____________________

For Rent

FREE PUPPIES   Blue Heeler, Rottwei-
ler Mix.  8-10 weeks. Call 541-818-0211
(10/8 - 10/15)____________________

Various apples, various summer 
squash, tomatoes, raw honey, and 
much more for sale. 40130 McDowell 
creek drive. Canning quantities avail-
able.
(9/24 - 10/8)_____________________

Apples

WANTED: $$PAYING TOP DOLLAR$$ 
For Sports Card Collections: Baseball, 
Basketball, Football, & Pokemon. 
Premium Paid for Vintage Pre 1980. 
Referral Bonuses Available. Call Co-
rey 541-838-0364.
SERVICES: DIVORCE $130. Complete 
preparation. Includes children, cus-
tody, support, property and bills divi-
sion. No court appearances. Divorced 
in 1-5 weeks possible. 503-772-5295. 
www.paralegalalternatives.com le-
galalt@msn.com.
SERVICES: Donate your car, truck, 
boat, RV and more to support our vet-
erans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle 
pickup and receive a top tax deduc-
tion!  Call Veteran Car Donations at 
1-866-695-9265 today!

SERVICES: Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to as-
sist the blind and visually impaired. 
Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle pick-
up and secure a generous tax credit 
for 2025.  Call Heritage for the Blind 
Today at 1-844-533-9173 today!
SERVICES: We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any condi-
tion. Easy three step process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. Get your fair 
cash offer today by calling Liz Buys 
Houses: 1-866-249-8679.
SERVICES: We buy 8,000 cars a week. 
Sell your old, busted or junk car with 
no hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell 
your car to Peddle. Easy three step 
process. Instant offer. Free pickup. 
Fast payment. Call 1-855-980-4382.
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THRIFT STORE 

3031 South Main 
Open:  Tues. - Sat. 10am - 4pm

New & Used Merchandise

Sugarcitygleaners@gmail.com 
Non-Profit Organization

541-367-3190

AUTO REPAIR

541-367-2992

SHAWN ANDERSON, OWNER
LOCATED IN SWEET HOME

LOVE WHERE YOU LIVE, SHOP WHERE YOU LIVE.

INSURANCE

(541) 367-5121
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INSURANCE
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JOLENE 
MULLENIX
Loan Consultant
NMLS #853502

(541) 570-2322

www.loanDepot.com/jmullenix

LOANS

Equal Housing Opportunity | 56 E. Airport Rd., 
Lebanon, OR 97355. loanDepot.com, LLC NMLS ID 

174457. Licensed by the OR Division of Finance and 
Corporate Securities, Mortgage Lending ML-4972. 

(091923 120284-1723)

PLUMBING

(541) 367-5655

CCB #238181

New Construction • Remodels
Repairs • Service • Water Heaters

OWNER - MITCH CARTER
Office Hrs: Mon-Thu 8am - 4pm

INC.
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SWEET HOME
RV CENTER LLC

RV Sales, Service, Repair, Parts,
Appliances, Awnings, Propane, Solar and Batteries!

RV Waste Dump Open 24/7  Stop in Today!
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RV SALES & SUPPLIES

(541) 367-4293
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REAL ESTATE
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Family Owned

pointstire.com/sweethome

4420 Hwy 20

541 367 4579 (Alignment)
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TIRE / AUTO REPAIR

(541) 367-2462

EQUIPMENT

541-451-5213

"Powerful Equipment, Local Service"

1215 W AIRWAY ROAD
LEBANON OR 97355

CascadePowerLebanon.com

Hours: M-F 8am-5pm
Sat 8am-noon

Husky runners deliver some big PRs at Albany
On a cool day, on a fast course 

at Albany’s Bryant Park, Sweet 
Home’s cross-country runners 
made the most of it. 

“I thought we had an excep-
tionally good meet,” Coach 
Dave Martin said, noting that 
eight of his nine high school 
girls finished with season-best 
times “and most were lifetime 
bests.” 

Seven of 11 boys ran either 
season or lifetime bests.

“That’s a pretty good per-
centage,” Martin said. “That’s 
75% of the kids, and the kids 
who didn’t get PRs weren’t off 
by much.” 

The meet is run differ-
ently than many during the 
cross-country season, with 
standard varsity races for 
high-schoolers, but with those 
normally running junior var-
sity divided into junior/senior 
and frosh/soph fields on the 
boys and girls sides. A total 
of 55 high school teams were 
present, from all over Western 
Oregon, including some large-
school heavy hitters such as 
South Eugene and North Eu-
gene, as well as 2A schools 
such as East Linn Christian 
and Central Linn. 

In the girls varsity race, 
sophomore Emma Whitton 
posted her best time of the 
year – by a minute, running 

19:05.37 to finish 10th in a field 
of 189, with Philomath’s Cassi-
dy Smart the only 4A runner 
ahead of her (18:51.18). Senior 
McKenzie Miller was right be-
hind, in a 25-second lifetime 
best of 19:18.62. 

Husky junior Ryker Burr 
finished the boys varsity race 
in 56th place in a field of 240, 
in a PR of 17:24.08. Ahead of 
him were 4A runners Marsh-
field senior Jaxson Stovall 
(15:40.63), Philomath senior 
Leo Pausch (15:49.95), Philo-
math senior Lukas Hernan-
dez (17:07.89), Cottage Grove 
sophomore Jennings Albrecht 
(17:11.20) and Newport 
sophomore David Albavera 
(17:19.37). 

In the boys frosh/soph race, 
sophomore Acen Webber led 
the Huskies with a sixth-place 
finish in a field of 295 runners, 
in a personal-best 18:04.22, 
followed by freshman Eli-
jah Rodriguez in seventh 
(18:12.32). Sophomore Louis 
Kistner was 30th in a 50-sec-
ond PR of 19:05.01, followed 
by sophomore Evan Knight, 
38th in 19:14.34, freshman 
Hudson Ogden, 83rd in a PR 
of 20:22.65, sophomore Wes 
Goff, 84th in 20:23.22, also a 
PR, sophomore Noah Strawn 
in a PR of 20:36.73, fresh-
man Bentley Uhlry in a PR of 

21:22.98 and sophomore Eli 
Adams in 24:08.42, his best 
run of the season thus far. 

Sweet Home’s Frosh/Soph 
boys were fourth out of 23 
teams, the top 4A school in 
the field, with 136 points. 
Newport was 10th (259), Phlo-
math was 12th (307), Estacada 
was 13th (322) and Cottage 
Grove was 17th (466). Lincoln 
won the team title with 82 
points, ahead of Sheldon (86) 
and Corvallis (112). 

In the girls frosh/soph race, 
freshman Cassie Spencer was 
fifth in a field of 159 in a PR 
of 21:20.61, followed by fresh-
man Marian Helfrich in a PR 
of 23:54.80, freshman Pyper 
Hall in a PR of 24:12.12, soph-
omore Maddie Ciullo in a PR 
of 24:29.65, and freshman Lexi 
Lee in 31:57.38.

The Huskies were eighth 
out of 14 teams.

“Marian and Pyper both 
PR’d by about a minute and a 
half, and Maddie PR’d by two 
minutes,” Martin noted. 

In the boys junior/senior 
race, junior Conner Spencer 
was the top finisher for Sweet 
Home, running 20:05.90, 
ahead of senior Sam Strawn, 
who ran a personal-best 
24:14.11. 

In the girls junior/senior 
race, junior Noelle Helfrich 

finished in 23:47.33, ahead 
of McKenzie Ohlheiser, who 
posted an approximately 
two-minute PR of 26:38.

“We ran really well,” Martin 
said, adding that the previous 
week’s workouts gave him a 
hint of good things to come. 

“The kids not only com-
peted well, but I was super 
impressed with how they got 
themselves ready to race be-
cause I was running around, 
from race to race. I was super 
impressed with their level of 
maturity, knowing what to do, 
being able to get themselves 
ready to run.” 

In the middle school boys 
competition, Brady Goff fin-
ished in 15:40.65, while Zan-
der Davis ran 19:43.05.

For the girls, Emma Da-
vis finished in 16:19.32, fol-
lowed by Violet Steinborn in 
18:53.95. 

Up next for Sweet Home is 
the Paul Mariman Invitation-
al Saturday, Oct. 11, which 
includes most of the top 
small-school teams in western 
Oregon. Middle school races 
are at 11 and 11:30 a.m., fol-
lowed by high school junior 
varsity girls and boys at 1 and 
1:30 p.m. and varsity girls and 
boys  at 2 and 2:30 p.m.

9:55 p.m. - LCSO reported 
crash in 900 block Long St. Of-
ficer responded. According to 
SHPD, 2008 Ford Escape op-
erated by Abigail Ferebee was 
westbound on Long Street 
when it struck a bridge guard-
rail and landed in the creek. 
Damage estimated at more 
than $2,500. Vehicle towed. 
Oct. 1

7:28 a.m. - Caller reported 
male, who had been trespassed 
many times, back on proper-
ty in 2200 block Tamarack St. 
Officer responded. Male was 
not on property at time, but 
was advised to stay away from 
all properties owned by caller, 
who declined to press charges. 

7:42 a.m. - Crash reported 
in area of Main St./44th Ave. 
According to SHPD, a 2016 
Kia Forte operated by Concet-
ta Picozzi was westbound and 
merged into the inner lane of 
Main St., where it was struck 
by a 2010 Acura operated by 
Michelle Hayes. Hayes told 
police she saw Picozzi initiate 
her turn signal, but was unsure 
whether she was going to turn. 
Hayes slowed but as Picozzi 
also slowed, she continued west 
which led to the collision. No 
citations.
See more and updated public 

safety log reports at 
sweethomenews.com. 

PUBLIC SAFETY
From page 3
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Sweet Home High School Homecoming 2025

Photos by Scott Swanson
Homecoming Court members stand for a photo before entering the coronation assembly Friday. From left, they are Liam Martin, Kyle Zajic, Hannah Sieminski, Caden Foley, Kalissa 
Ellis, Memphis Gay, Aaliyah Brown, Kaeson Walker, Selah Wright, Keeghan Gittins, Delainie Pratt, Elisha Scofield, Loralai Mark, Ryker Burr, Lexi Rundell and Amara Gonzales. 

Photo courtesy of Ryker Burr
Kaeson Walker puts one over the net for the juniors in He Man Volleyball, past senior Dillan Davis. 

Homecoming King Memphis Gay and Queen Delainie Pratt sit for a royal 
photo. See more photos at sweethomenews.com. 

Photos courtesy of Kristine Banker 
Firefighters stand by as the Homecoming Bonfire burns down Thursday night, after the event was cut 
short by a disturbance.  At right, Loralai Mark gets set to deliver a blow in the car demolition event . 
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BUT DON’T WORRY, THE TOOLS WILL BE BACK!
AFTER NEARLY 30 YEARS
FAREWELL
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“A couple of them played, 
maybe, a few years ago and 
are coming back in, but a lot 
of them have never done mu-
sic before,” she said. “They’re 
happy to learn to read it, to 
play it, but it’s a heavy learn-
ing curve. 

“But we have such a strong 
leadership within the band, 
section leaders and what-
not, they take care of their 
people and they might take 
them out of (practice) for 10 
or 15 minutes into a practice 
room.”

A lot of the newbies also 
show up at lunch and during 
her prep period for extra 
practice, she said.

The leadership within the 
band is evidenced by stu-
dents who are planning to 
move on to college and per-
form there. 

Alumni who want to help 
train less experienced mu-
sicians are welcome, Tuter 
said. 

“Alumni who’d like to per-
form with the band, as men-
tors for younger players and 
just having fun playing, we’d 
love that.”

She can be contacted at 
lori.tuter@sweethome.k12.
or.us or (541) 367-7142. 

Instruments still need to be 
repaired and she is working 
on acquiring some new ones 

BANDS
From page 9

that will be more appropriate 
for use in the stadium and 
marching. 

“One of the exciting things 
is, two years ago, we were 
taking concert instruments 
to the football stadium. We 
had concert snare drums on 

a concert snare stand – very 
dangerous and just not the 
right sound or anything.

“And so with the help of 
the school district, and then 
some fundraising and some 
donations, we now have 
marching equipment – two 

marching bass drums, two 
marching snares, crash cym-
bals.

“So we added in that, and 
this year we started march-
ing.

“The football coaches re-
quested us to march in front 

of the team as they march 
over there and it’s really 
been fun. We start behind 
the school, by the gym and 
we march in and the boys 
are right behind us. It’s really 
cool. We just get some energy 
going right from the start.” 

Photo by Scott Swanson
Pep Band members perform at a Homecoming assembly at the high school last week. 


