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Samaritan Health to join Tacoma-based provider

Crash Course for SHFAD
Sweet Home Fire and Ambulance District staff and volunteers held 
a full-scale, hands-on extrication drill Thursday, Oct. 23, at the Old 
Mill property on the north end of 24th Avenue. According to Ryan 
Paul, recruitment officer for the district, the exercise, which involved 
vehicles in a pileup, allowed “up-and-coming” officers and volun-
teers “hands-on training” to work through real-life problems they 
can encounter at crashes.  SHFAD is actively recruiting volunteer 
firefighters. To learn more, visit sweethomefireor.gov/volunteer.  
See more photos at sweethomenews.com, 

Photos by Scott Swanson

Samaritan Health Services 
announced last week that it 
will join forces with Tacoma-
based MultiCare Health Sys-
tem.

In an announcement issued 
Wednesday morning, Oct. 22, 
Samaritan said it will sign a 
formal affiliation agreement 
with MultiCare that will pave 
the way for the two organiza-
tions to begin taking the next 
steps needed to bring the 
affiliation to completion, 
which is expected to occur in 
mid-2026,  pending state and 
federal regulatory approval.

MultiCare, which traces its 

roots back to the founding of 
Tacoma’s first hospital in 
1882,  operates more than 
300 primary, urgent, pedi-
atric and specialty care loca-
tions across Washington, 
Idaho and Oregon, as well as 
13 hospitals, the vast majority 
of them in Washington state. 
Samaritan will be its first Ore-
gon operation. It has more 
than 28,000 employees, 
which is more than five times 
the size of Samaritan. 

“This affiliation represents 

an important step in securing 
the future of nonprofit health 
care in our region,” said 
Marty Cahill, president and 
chief executive officer of 
Samaritan. “Our commitment 
has always been to remain a 
community-based, mission-
driven organization, and this 
partnership strengthens that 
promise for decades to come.

"Together, we will expand 
access, invest in the technol-
ogy and services our commu-
nities need, and do so while 

keeping care nonprofit and 
locally governed. We are ex-
cited and honored to become 
MultiCare's first health sys-
tem in Oregon and to bring 
the benefits of MultiCare’s ex-
pertise home to the commu-
nities we serve.”

“Locally governed” in 
healthcare refers to a decen-
tralized system in which deci-
sions about services are made 
at the local level by commu-

See Samaritan, Page 7

Samaritan Lebanon Community Hospital will be part of a merger with Tacoma-based MultiCare. 



to Hilda Alice (Geil) and 
Franklin Pierce Coulter in 
Pleasant Valley.

She has lived in Sweet Home 
all of her life. 
Donna worked 
as a cook at 
the Elks 
Lodge, Mollie’s 
Bakery and 
Busy Bee 
Drive-In. She 
was a member 
of the Cornerstone Fellowship 
Church.

Donna enjoyed doing puz-
zles, reading, taking walks and 
planting her petunias. She 
loved spending time with her 
family at family gatherings and 
playing cards (pinochle) with 
her siblings. She liked to watch 
“Jeopardy” and “Wheel of For-
tune.”

She is survived by her chil-
dren, Kim (Connie) Shortreed 
of Lebanon, and Tana 
Tracewell and Wendy (Phil) 
Pollock, of Sweet Home; sib-
lings: Dottie Damkowitch, 
Bonnie Wittwer, Eula McAfee, 
Larry Coulter, Marian Stone 
and Gayle Barnes; sister-in-law 
Evonne Weaver; 13 grandchil-
dren and several great-grand-
children. 

She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Harlan Short-
reed; daughter Marcy Godell; 
siblings Mina Hirschi, Norma 
Christensen, Jack Coulter, 
Molly Mosby and Wanda 
Miner; and sister-in-law Eve-
lyn Robertson.

A graveside service will be 
noon Saturday, Nov. 29, at 
Gilliland Cemetery. 

Donations can be made in 
memory of Donna to Samari-
tan Evergreen Hospice of Al-
bany. Sweet Home Funeral 
Chapel is handling the ar-
rangements. 

Death Notices
Leslie Hunter
Feb. 27, 1955 - Sept. 29, 2025

Leslie “Les” Hunter, 70, of 
Sweet Home, passed away Sep-
tember 29, 2025.

A celebration of life will be 
held from  2 to 5 p.m. Sunday, 
Nov. 9, at the Sweet Home Elks 
Lodge. 

Sweet Home Funeral Chapel 
is handling the arrangements. 
For updated information, visit 
www.sweethomefuneral.com.

Edward Swearingen
Sept. 28, 1945 - Sept. 28, 2025

Edward Marcus Swearingen, 
80, of Albany, passed away 
Sept. 28, 2025. 

A graveside service will be at 
1 p.m., Thursday, Nov. 6, at 
Palestine Cemetery in Albany. 
Sweet Home Funeral Chapel is 
handling the arrangements. 
For updated information, visit 
www.sweethomefuneral.com.

Darlene Wilson
Feb. 5, 1935 - Oct. 24, 2025

Darlene Joyce Wilson, 90, of 
Sweet Home, passed away Oct. 
24, 2025. 

Sweet Home Funeral Chapel 
is handling the arrangements. 
For updated information, visit 
www.sweethomefuneral.com.

Donald Getz
May 18, 1959 - Oct. 17, 2025

Donald Eugene Getz, 66, of 
Sweet Home, 
passed away 
Oct. 17, 2025. 

He was born 
May 18, 1959, 
to Reba May 
(Miller) and 
Warren E. 
Getz, Jr. in 
C l e v e l a n d , 
Ohio.

He grew up in California, 
moved to Albany in 1991 and 
moved to Sweet Home in 2020. 
Donald worked at Lionbridge 
for 15 years. 

He loved his 1972 Nova and 
enjoyed going to car shows. He 
liked to camp, barbecue and 
spending time with his family.

Donald is survived by his 
wife Brenda Getz; daughter 
Brandi Davidson; son Jason 
Getz; two grandchildren; and 
siblings Bonnie, Bob, Dennis, 

Penny, Jack, and Sandy. 
He was preceded in death by 

siblings Eddie, Joe, Betty Jean.
Sweet Home Funeral Chapel 

is handling the arrangements. 

Gordon Olson
Nov. 22, 1937 - Sept. 7, 2025

Gordon Eugene Olson, 87, 
formerly of Sweet Home, died 
Sept. 7, 2025, at Timberwood 
Memory Court after nine years 
living with Alzheimer’s Dis-
ease.

He was born Nov. 22, 1937, 
to Marvin and Mae (Bauer) Ol-
son in Brockton, Mont.

Gordon grew up on his par-
ent’s farm near 
C u l b e r t s o n , 
Mont. He was 
an enrolled 
member of the 
Sioux Tribe at 
Fort Peck from 
his mother’s 
side, a heritage 
of which he was very proud. 

He had many fond memo-
ries of his youth in Montana, 
training and racing horses 
with his father and four broth-
ers near the Big Muddy. Later 
in life, he loved to regale his 
family with his childhood ad-
ventures, such as the time he 
had a pet hawk or the story of 
the infamous elk stew. 

Gordon was a wonderful sto-
ryteller and had an excellent 
memory for the family’s his-
tory, particularly of the ex-
ploits of his grandpa Fred 
Bauer and great-uncle John 
Bauer, who had been boxers.

Gordon later moved to Ore-
gon and was a longtime resi-
dent of the Lebanon and Sweet 
Home area. He worked at the 
Foster Plywood Mill for many 
years and then worked deliver-
ing newspapers for the Demo-
crat Herald. He played guitar, 
was an avid reader of the daily 
newspaper and enjoyed spoil-
ing his orange tabby. 

Gordon was first married to 
Marilyn and had three chil-
dren, Valerie, James and Marty. 
He was later married to Betsy 
and had Trena, Angie, Ole 
(Timothy) and (Gordon) Shane, 
as well as his stepson Tracy. 

His third marriage to Diana 
late in life brought one more 
child, Josephine. Gordon had  
19 grandchildren and many 
more great-grandchildren.

He is survived by his broth-
ers Donny and Freddy; chil-
dren Valerie Kuntz, Marty Ol-
son, Tracy Hayes, Trena 
Gallardo, Angie Winn, (Gor-
don) Shane Olson, and 
Josephine Olson. 

He was preceded in death by 
his brothers, Merril and Victor; 
sons James and Timothy; and 
granddaughter Shaina.

A celebration of life will be 
held at 11 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 
8, at the Sweet Home Elks 
Lodge. Sweet Home Funeral 
Chapel is handling the ar-
rangements. 

Chris Romeo
Aug. 3, 1952 - Oct. 24, 2025

Chris James Romeo, 73, of 
Sweet Home, passed away Oct. 
24, 2025. 

He was born Aug. 3, 1952, to 
Irene Luellen (Murphy) and 
George Romeo in North Bend.

His family moved to 
Lebanon when he was 5, he 
lived there until he graduated. 

Chris remarried in 1983 to 
his beloved wife, Karen. They 
loved canoe-
ing at Foster 
Lake, hiking, 
and vaca-
tions at the 
coast. He en-
joyed watch-
ing all OSU 
sports and 
MLB, espe-
cially the Dodgers. 

He joined a city “A League” 
softball team in Corvallis, 
which won a city title a few 
years later.

Chris worked at Videx in 
Corvallis for several years be-
fore taking a job at OSU Hous-
ing and Dining Services. After 
working there for 15 years, he 
retired and they settled in 
Sweet Home.

He is survived by his wife 
Karen; daughter Katrice and 
her mom Debbie; step-daugh-
ter Corinna Dwan; one grand-
daughter; brother Ron (Karen) 
Romeo; and  sister Cathie 
(Mike) Anderson. 

He was preceded in death by 
his parents; uncles Dave Hin-
derlie and Jim Murphy; and 
aunts Nita Hinderlie and He-
len Murphy.

A private celebration of life 
gathering will be held for his 
family and closest friends. 
Sweet Home Funeral Chapel is 
handling the arrangements. 

Donna Shortreed
March 8, 1926 - Oct. 22, 2025

Donna Alice Shortreed, 99, 
of Sweet Home, passed away 
Wednesday, October 22, 2025. 

She was born March 8, 1926 
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OBITUARIES

Sweet Home
Pregnancy Care Center

Open Mon. & Wed. 12-5pm
1344 Main St. • SHPregnancy.org • 541-367-2447

Free parenting classes to help
with practical resources & information.

DIAL-A-BUS

SWEET HOME SHOPPER

CURB TO CURB IN SWEET HOME
MON-FRI 7 AM - 4 PM
CALL TO SCHEDULE
OFFICE HOURS 8-4

MON-SAT 9 AM - 4 PM
SHOP LOCAL- 4 TRIPS A DAY 

THROUGH TOWN

LINN SHUTTLE
MON-FRI 6 AM - 10 PM - 10 ROUTES PER DAY
SAT 7 AM - 7:30 PM - 6 ROUTES PER DAY
CALL FOR APPROVED FLAG STOPS

STUDENTS RIDE FREE WITH STUDENT ID  |  ALL OTHERS $1 PER TRIP
ELECTRONIC TICKETS - DOWNLOAD THE TOKEN TRANSIT APP: TOKENTRANSIT.COM
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE OFFICE OR ON THE BUS. 
ONLY CASH ACCEPTED BY DRIVERS (EXACT AMOUNT, NO CHANGE AVAILABLE)

SWEET HOME:
FOSTER
SH CITY HALL
HOY'S HARDWARE
13TH & KALMIA
SHEA POINT

LEBANON:
WALMART
LBCC
PARK & OAK

ALBANY:
LBCC MAIN CAMPUS
TRAIN STATION
HERITAGE MALL
DOWNTOWN
SAT ONLY: KOHL'S & WINCO

541-367-4775  |  LINNSHUTTLE.COM | F I N D  U S  O N  F A C E B O O K
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TEMPERATURES FORECAST

PRECIPITATION LAKE LEVELS

DATE DAY WEATHERHIGH HIGHLOW LOWPRECIP
October 
October 
October
October
October
October
October

Thur
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tues
Wed

Cloudy
Cloudy

Rain
Mostly Cloudy
PM Showers

Showers
Showers

Year to date:
October 30, 2024:

22.44
21.89

Foster Reservoir:
Green Peter Res.:

610.0
873.4

60
63
65
61
56
52
52

59
61
61
60
61
59
59

39
48
45
42
42
46
47

36
39
42
46
44
38
38

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.06
0.74
0.00

43
43
43
42
42
42
42

21
22
23
24
25
26
27 

PUBLIC SAFETY

Warrants are out on the fol-
lowing individuals: Travis 
Alexander Ayres, Raymond 
Paul Binford, Lloyd William 
Bly, Kristina Larizza Boswell, 
Hope Marie Connors, Christo-
pher Frances Ciullo, Kelsey 
Nicole Ciullo, Jacob Scott 
Fisher, Ashlee Dee Flanagan, 
Sean Doyle Gay, Nicholas Gre-
gory Godell, Aaron Thomas 
Halvorson, Scott Kevin Heinz, 
Noe Hernandez-Reyes, 
Michael Trevor Hilton, Faron 
Walter Kennedy, Tyler Bruce 
Lanz, Charles James Marvel, 
Bryce William McGowan, Eric 
Wayne McKnight, Carrie 
Lynne Miller, Thomas Elbridge 
Miller, James Keith Mortensen, 
Nicholas Alan Nelson, Daniel 
Austin Phillips, Sean Ever 
Robinson, Tammy Lavonn 
Robinson, James Ryan Routon, 
Joshua Alexander Williams

Tiffany Anne Burks, 45, 

sentenced Oct. 24 to one year 
suspension of a driver’s li-
cense, 36 mos. supervised 
probation, 102 days jail, and 
$1,555 in fines and fees after 
pleading no contest to DUII 
(liquor) with a .11% BAC, 
felon in possession of a 
firearm and unlawful posses-
sion of methamphetamine. 
Charges of felon in posses-
sion of a restricted firearm 
and possession of hy-
drocodone were dismissed.

Laird Patrick McCabe, 45,
charged Oct.23 with DV 
strangulation, DV menacing, 
DV unlawful use of a weapon, 
and resisting arrest.

Scott Alan Watts, 57, 
charged Oct. 24 with two 
counts of luring a minor and 
four counts of sexual abuse 
II.

John Merritt Wise, 61,
charged Oct. 20 with DUII 
(liquor).

Crossword KEY
Puzzle on page 14

SUDOKU KEY
Puzzle on page 14

See Public Safety, Page 14

Oct. 26
12:30 a.m. - Joshua Kealo-

hanui Ben Leslie arrested for 
criminal trespass II, 1600 
block Long St. Cited and re-
leased. 

11:27 a.m. - Caller reported 
female backed into his vehicle 
at Towne Pump, 890 Main St. 
Officer responded, parties ex-
changed information. Dam-
age estimated at under 
$2,500. 

2:54 a.m. - Caller reported 
female in roadway who tried 
to run in front of his car, Main 
St./22nd Ave. Officer re-
sponded, contacted female, 
who denied conduct de-
scribed and declined courtesy 
transport. 

3:35 p.m. - Caller requested 
extra patrol due to speeding 
vehicles in residential area of 
200 block 1st St., Halsey. 

4:25 p.m. - Bradley Allen 

Bowman, 29, arrested on 
SHMC warrant for FTA in 
theft case, LMC warrant for 
FTA in criminal citation case, 
700 block Long St.  Cited and 
released. 

4:53 p.m. - Robert Edward 
Hilliard, 55, arrested by Al-
bany police on SHMC warrant 
for FTC in criminal driving 
case. Cited to appear Dec. 10. 

5:34 p.m. - Caller reported 
burst pipe in area of 28th 
Ave./Juniper St.  Officer re-
sponded, Public Works ad-
vised of situation. 

6:04 p.m. - Caller from Sun 
Motel, 3026 Main St., re-
ported that tenant stole tow-
els, pillows and pillow cases. 
Officer responded, report 
taken for theft III. Value esti-
mated at $99. 

6:20 p.m. - Ashley Ruthann 
McCarthy, 28, arrested on 
AMC warrant for FTA in con-

tempt of court case, 2000 
block Main St. She was tres-
passed from location. 

7:28 p.m. - Caller reported 
that he was walking in 1600 
block Elm St. and dog was 
outside its yard and tried to 
bite his leg. Officer re-
sponded, contacted owner, 
who was warned for dog as 
public nuisance. 

7:50 p.m. - Caller reported 
vehicle stuck on median in 
2400 block Main St. Officer 
responded. Vehicle was 2010 
Mercury Milan operated by 
Kenda Stevens.  Damage esti-
mated at under $2,500. Vehi-
cle towed. 

8:12 p.m. - Michael Joseph 
Cornish, 57, arrested on LCSO 
warrant for FTA in criminal 
citation case, supervisory au-
thority warrant, LMC warrant 
for FTA in driving while sus-
pended case.  Pleasant Valley 
Boat Ramp. Lodged at Linn 
County Jail. 

8:26 p.m. - Joseph Gene Sal-
ley, 53, arrested on SHMC 
warrant for FTA in trespass 
case, 1500 block Main St.  
Cited and released. 

8:58 p.m. - Dalton Ten-
busch, 25, of Halsey, cited for 
speeding, 78/55, 25900 block 
Hwy. 99, Halsey. 

9:10 p.m. - Caller from 2300 
block Harding St. reported 
neighbors outside yelling at 
each other and that female 
asked for police because male 
wouldn’t calm down. Officer 

responded, parties agreed to 
separate. 

11:19 p.m. - Christian 
Michael Rogers, 30, arrested 
by Albany police on SHMC 
warrant for FTA in theft case. 
Cited to appear Nov. 12. 
Oct. 25

12:27 a.m. - Kevin Austin 
Corrington, 27, arrested by 
Albany police on SHMC war-
rants in criminal driving case, 
FTA in theft case. Cited to ap-
pear Nov. 12. 

3:01 a.m. - Male reported he 
was assaulted in 3000 block 
Main St. Officer responded, 
report taken for assault IV. 
Male given courtesy transport 
from location. 

7:42 a.m. - Caller from 
Coffee Hut, 2450 Main St., re-
ported male jumping in front 
of vehicles, trying to touch 
them as they drove by. Officer 
responded, trespassed male 
from location. Although he 
was not a police officer hold 
candidate, he was given cour-
tesy ride to Samaritan 
Lebanon Community Hospi-
tal. 

9:47 a.m. - Jordan Eric Bren-
dle, 36, arrested on SHMC 
warrant for FTC in criminal 
driving case, LMC warrant for 
probation violation in theft 
case, Oregon State Parole 
Board warrant, and for crimi-
nal driving, 800 block Main 
St. Lodged at Linn County Jail. 
Vehicle impounded. 

10:03 a.m. - Shahala Lynn 

Stockwell, 22, arrested on 
LMC warrant for FTA in theft 
case, 890 Main St. Cited and 
released. 

11:09 a.m. - Quentin Wyatt 
Quadros, 27, arrested, after he 
turned himself in at SHPD, 
1950 Main St., on SHMC war-
rant for FTA in criminal driv-
ing case, AMC warrant for 
contempt of court.  Cited and 
released. 

1:06 p.m. - Domestic distur-
bance reported in 1000 block 
Pine St., Brownsville. Report 
taken. 

2:00 p.m. - Downed tree re-
ported in area of Oak Plane 
Dr./Potter Rd., Halsey. Road 
was cleared and tree will be 
taken care of later by county 
Road Department. 

2:23 p.m. - Caller reported 
tents set up in 1700 block 9th 
Ave., near river. Officer re-
sponded, contacted male who 
was advised of complaint and 
advised of legal places to 
camp. 

4:32 p.m. - Deputies re-
sponded to verbal argument 
between family members in 
35100 block Northern Dr, 
Brownsville. Determined it 
was continuation of ongoing 
civil dispute. 

5:58 p.m. - Susan Marie 
Ausbun-Miller, 51, arrested 
by Albany police on SHMC 
warrant for FTA in criminal 
mischief case. Cited to appear 
Dec. 10. 

Information for the Public Safety report and Courts in The New Era is 
sourced from local law enforcement and fire agencies. Addresses provided 
generally denote the location of the incident or arrest, occasionally indicat-
ing the origin of the call. Incident details, which may not always be available 
from agencies in time for publication in our weekly paper edition, are often 
updated online at sweethomenews.com as information becomes available. 
Also, due to space limitations in our paper editions, content may be re-
stricted to the most recent information, and a more extensive version of the 
Public Safety Report will be available at sweethomenews.com. 
It is crucial to emphasize that our reporting of an individual’s arrest or cita-
tion for a crime does not imply guilt. Determination of guilt can only be es-
tablished through legal proceedings in court. We commit significant effort 
to following through as cases move through the judicial process.
Following is a list of abbreviations that may appear in our log reports: LCSO 
(Linn County Sheriff’s Office); SHPD (Sweet Home Police Department); OSP 
(Oregon State Police); LCCC (Linn County Circuit Court); LCJC (Linn County 
Justice Court); SHMC (Sweet Home Municipal Court); LMC (Lebanon Mu-
nicipal Court); AMC (Albany Municipal Court); FTA (failure to appear); FTC 
(failure to comply). A roman numeral listed after a charge means that the 
charge is that numbered-degree: theft I (first-degree theft).

CIRCUIT COURT

WWW.EASTLINNPROPERTYMANAGEMENT.COM
(541) 367-7368 | KARYN.ELPM@GMAIL.COM

Welcome to this charming 2-bedroom, 
1 bathroom duplex located in 
Brownsville, OR. This cozy house 
features 2 garages, perfect for 
keeping your vehicle safe and secure. 
The kitchen comes equipped with a 
range, fridge, and dishwasher, making 
meal prep a breeze. Enjoy the privacy 
of a fenced backyard, ideal for relaxing 
or entertaining outdoors. Small dog 
owners will appreciate the pet-friendly 
policy with a pet deposit of $250.00 
and monthly pet rent of $50.00.

FOR RENT - 1100 LINN WAY #B, BROWNSVILLE

2
BED

1
BATH

$1600
RENT

703
SQ.FT.

3
BED

1
BATH

$2000
RENT

1000
SQ.FT.

AVAILABLE
11/8/25

Welcome to this charming 3-bedroom, 
1-bath single-level home in Sweet 
Home, OR. Enjoy a spacious layout 
with a large laundry room, washer/
dryer hookups, and a kitchen with a 
range, fridge, and dishwasher. The 
generous yard and patio are perfect 
for relaxing or entertaining, and the 
large shop offers plenty of storage or 
hobby space.

FOR RENT - 1218 47TH AVE, SWEET HOME

LARGE
SHOP
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FROM OUR FILES

Nov. 2, 1950
Bud Hall, high school ju-

nior, received two stitches 
for a cut on his neck after a 
classroom experiment 
ended in an explosion. A 
chemistry teacher was 
conducting an experiment 
with hydrogen gas when a 
faulty glass beaker ex-
ploded and flying glass 
struck Hall. A week ago, 
another high school stu-
dent was cut slightly on the 
head when a small test 
tube blew up during an ex-
periment. The school has 
since eliminated all experi-
ments that seem danger-
ous.

Oct. 30, 1975
A fund for ambulance 

equipment soared $1,100 
as proceeds from a Kiwanis 
Club public dance and a 
VFW auction sale were tal-
lied. The dance held at the 
Elks Lodge hosted about 
260 people to raise $700 
for the fund to purchase a 
two-way ambulance-hos-
pital communications sys-
tem. Meanwhile, the VFW 
raised $400 from an auc-
tion. Only $510 more is 
needed to reach the $3,800 
goal.

Nov. 1, 2000
The City Council will re-

view a proposal to join with 
the school district in pay-
ing the maintenance and 
operation costs of a new 
pool. The school board 
agreed to a request to in-
clude an estimated $2.8 
million in a bond proposal 
for construction of a new 
pool on the condition that 
the city assists with the 
costs of operation and 
maintenance. Operation 
costs is about $150,000 
each to the city and school 
district, but pool usage will 
need to increase, so they’re 
considering adding a slide 
or other idea to increase 
usage.

Kevin McLaughlin, direc-
tor of Sweet Home’s Boys 
and Girls Club, was named 
Executive of the Year dur-
ing the organization’s Pa-
cific Regional Administra-
tive Conference held in 
Hawaii. It was said 
McLaughlin was at the 
forefront of the effort to  
build the city’s new Com-
munity Center, Senior 
Center and Boys and Girls 
Club. Judges decided his 
hard work and dedication 
to kids outshone the other 
nominees.

Trying hard, such as the girls above are doing, wasn’t 
enough for the volleyball team, as they were downed 15-1 
and 15-6 by league champion Estacada in 1975.

We support The New Era!

EVENTS
Livestock Association
Fall Meeting Nov. 4

The Linn County Livestock 
Association will hold its fall 
meeting at 6 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 
4, at Brownsville Baptist 
Church, 27910 Seven Mile 
Lane, Brownsville. 

Doors open at 4:30 pm. 
Dinner, featuring barbecued 

beef and lamb, will be at 6. Do-
nations will be appreciated. 

A wide range of topics will be 
on the agenda, including re-

ports from local predator con-
trol experts, Farm Service 
Agency updates, a report from 
Linn County Commissioner 
Sherrie Sprenger, a report on 
HB 3991, reports from the Linn 
County Sheriff's Office, and 
much more. 

Membership in the associa-
tion is $20. 

RSVPs are requested to Lyn-
den Brown at (lyn-
den12brown@gmail.com, Mike 
Cowdry at (541) 979-3703, or 

Tom Nichols at (541) 990-2878. 

Bingo fundraiser
for Christmas Store

The 11th Annual Sweet 
Home Kids Free Christmas 
Store will hold a Bingo 
fundraiser Saturday, Nov. 15,  at 
the RezRock church,  1621 53rd 
Ave., Foster.

Doors open at 5 p.m.  Cost is 
$20 for 4 Bingo cards. There will 
be concessions, door prizes, 
and every Bingo winner wins a 
gift card from a local business. 

The Annual Sweet Home Kids 
Free Christmas Store is run 
through a nonprofit, The Presi-
dents Club. 

The store will be held Dec. 6 
in the gym at Sweet Home 
Charter School, 28721 Liberty 
Rd., for Sweet Home kids ages 2 
through 17, who can shop for 
free for the families they live 
with.

For more information, con-
tact Nancy Patton at (541) 409-
4276.

Wrong way on the tracks
Rescue workers check out a vehicle that crashed on the railroad tracks west of Sweet Home 
Wednesday, Oct. 22, near Sun Lane. According to OSP, Nicholas William M. Bober, 41, of 
Lebanon, was eastbound on Hwy. 20 when his Ford Expedition crossed the highway and 
drove off the westbound shoulder, rolled down the steep bank and came to rest on the train 
tracks. Bober was checked out by medics but was not transported, OSP said. However, he 
was cited on a Lebanon Municipal Court warrant for a probation violation, according to OSP. 
The vehicle was towed.

Photo by Scott Swanson 

OSP reports recent wildlife cases
Oregon State Police responded recently to a number of wildlife-related incidents in the 

area. 
Kyle Michael Krake, 40, was cited at 11:28 a.m. Sunday, Oct. 19, after an OSP officer con-

tacted him in the 40900 block of Skyline Drive about allegedly using a thermal device while 
hunting. According to the OSP, Krake admitted to thermal use and was cited for hunting/lo-
cating/scouting wildlife with a thermal imaging device. A rifle was seized. 

OSP responded at 8:38 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 19, to a report of a crash near Milepost 43 on High-
way 20, east of Sweet Home. 

According to OSP, a Toyota Highlander operated by Dominic Alberghetti, 21, of Corvallis, hit 
a cougar, which was still on the scene and was dispatched by troopers. Albergehtti’s vehicle 
was towed. 

Two hunters were cited Oct. 13 after the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife alerted 
OSP that a hunter, who had submitted buck deer they had taken in eastern Oregon in for a 
chronic wasting disease checks, lacked deer tags. 

An OSP game warden contacted two hunters and seized the deer. According to OSP, both 
Carson Daniel Emmert, 23, and Harry Edward Lohr IV, 24, both of Corvallis and described as 
“newer hunters,” were not cited but were “educated on the appropriate process in Oregon.” 

In reviewing police log reports by Sweet Home police and Linn County Sheriff’s Office, at 
least one collision between vehicles and deer, or incidents in which officers have been called 
to dispatch injured deer, have occurred daily during the past few weeks, starting in late Sep-
tember. 
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Ken and Kathi Collins: A life in harmony
By Satina Tolman
For The New Era

For Ken and Kathi Collins, 
music has always been more 
than sound. 

It is a language, a connec-
tion, and a lifelong passion 
that has carried them 
through joy, loss, and pur-
pose.

At 90 and 71, the couple 
moves through life in har-
mony, their days filled with 
melody, teaching, and ser-
vice. Together, they have 
touched the lives of thou-
sands – from classrooms to 
concert halls – showing that 
music isn’t just to be heard; it 
is to be lived.

‘Because It Was Fun’
For Kathi, music began 

early. Growing up in South-
ern California, she filled her 
neighborhood with song and 
laughter.

“I would stage silly shows 
on the lawn and do rock ’n’ 
roll sing-alongs,” she said. “I 
babysat a lot, and we’d do lit-
tle vignettes together. It came 
naturally to me.”

Her parents encouraged 
her creativity. “We sang at 
home because my parents 
sang, and my mom’s whole 
family sang – not too well, but 
with a lot of joy,” Kathi 
laughed. “We’re Irish, so we’re 
very vocal. That’s when I real-
ized I could take care of chil-
dren and do a little singing.”

Kathi joined the Glee Club 
and continued performing 
throughout her youth. When 
she moved to Sweet Home in 
1975 with her husband’s fam-
ily, she brought that same 
musical energy to her new 
community. She gave birth to 
her oldest daughter in 1977, 
and twins – a boy and a girl – 
in 1981. 

After the death of her hus-
band, she spent eight years as 
a widowed single mother be-
fore meeting Ken.

Volunteer’s Heart
 Even in hardship, Kathi 

stayed busy raising her chil-
dren and serving her commu-
nity. “I’ve always had this 
need to be moving, to be 
helping,” she said. “It’s how I 

stay happy.”
She poured that energy 

into Sweet Home, volunteer-
ing with programs like Sweet 
Home Drug Free, DARE (Drug 
Abuse Resistance Education), 
and REACH (Responsibly Ed-
ucated Adolescents Can 
Help). She trained volunteers, 
helped organize fundraisers, 
and built relationships with 
the Sweet Home Police De-
partment.

Kathi also served on the 
Hawthorne Elementary PTC, 
worked on neighborhood 
watch initiatives, and helped 
coordinate events such as 
“Shop with a Cop,” the Teens’ 
New Year’s Eve SAFE Party, 
and the first Oregon Jam-
boree. Most of her volunteer 
work centered on children or 
education – because that’s 
where her heart always was.

Life Tuned to Teaching
Ken Collins grew up in Oak-

land, Calif., where his father, a 
“very fine musician,” placed a 
trumpet in his hands when he 
was 5. “He told me, ‘You’re go-
ing to learn to play this,’” Ken 

recalled. “And I did.”
Though music came natu-

rally, Ken initially pursued 
other paths. After high school 
and a year of college, he 
joined the Navy Air Corps 
and became an air traffic con-
troller.

“I was good at it,” he said, 
“but the stress was too much.”

He returned to school, 
earning a bachelor’s degree in 
music and a lifetime Califor-
nia teaching credential from 
California State University, 
Hayward in 1965. From then 
on, music became both his 
career and his calling.

Photos courtesy of Collinses
Ken and Kathi Collins in 1994 as newlyweds.

See Collins, Page 6

November 2025
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Exercise 8:30
Crafters 10:00
Dominoes 11:00
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Senior Meals
12:00
Bridge 1:00

Qi Gong 9:00
Jolly Stitchers-
Quilters 10:00
Meals on Wheels
Senior Meals
12:00

Exercise 8:30
Painters/Paper-
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Thanksgiving Meal!!! Please come in
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us for the Thanksgiving meal
Wednesday, November 26th
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Elm Street Baptist Church
Sunday Services:

9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship

5:00 pm Prayer Meeting
1150 Elm St. Sweet Home

541-367-5883

Mt. Calvary
Missionary Baptist

Church

1042 Pleasant Valley Rd.
541-818-0022

Sunday Service 11am
Come join us!

 Bible Study
10 am Sundays.

1266 44th Ave.  PO Box 515

New Life
Fellowship

(formerly Sweet Home Mennonite)

In Christ

541-367-2848 • shnlic.org

10:30 a.m. Worship Service
10:30 a.m. Children’s Church

A Reconciling Congregation

11:00 am Worship
Free Meal - Tue, Wed & Fri - 5:00 pm

6th & Ironwood • 541-367-3073

Open Hearts,
     Open Minds,
          Open Doors

Sweet Home
   United
       Methodist
          Church

GATHERING
TIME

10:45 A.M.
890 Mountain View Rd.
541-967-HOPE (4673)

www.hope.church/sweethome

For where two or three are gathered together 
in My name, I am there in the midst of them.

-Ma�hew 18:20

Sweet Home
Evangelical Church
Join us Sunday 10:30 am

FOLLOW US AT:
FACEBOOK.COM/SWEETHOMEEC

1347 Long Street • 541-367-4357

Ken’s curiosity extended 
beyond performance. Since 
the 1980s, he has studied 
brain research and its rela-
tionship to music, staying in 
touch with neuroscientists 
and educators. “Music builds 
the brain,” he explained. 

“It connects both hemi-
spheres. It helps with math, 
coordination, and memory.”

In one groundbreaking 
project, Ken used more than 
25 piano keyboard synthesiz-
ers to teach every third-
grader in his district to play 
piano. 

“They learned fingering 
with both hands, treble and 
bass clef,” he said. “That al-
lowed them to use both sides 
of their brain together in-
stead of like a typewriter or 
computer, where that con-
nection isn’t made. I even 
wrote the literature so each 
student had their own book.”

His first classroom – a 

Quonset hut in Bieber, Calif. – 
became a creative laboratory. 
He designed cartoon charac-
ters like “Mr. G” to teach the 
treble clef and turned the 
bass clef into a fishhook with 
the note F as bait. His stu-
dents learned faster and had 
fun doing it.

Ken’s bands went on to 
achieve statewide recogni-
tion. In 1985, his Colville, 
Wash., high school jazz band, 
a small Class A group, won 
the Sweepstakes Jazz Unlim-
ited Competition, beating AA 
and AAA schools from Seattle 
and Portland. 

One of his students earned 
a full scholarship to Berklee 
College of Music in Boston, 
one of the leading music 
schools in the nation. That 
same year, his band per-
formed at the National 
School Board Directors’ Con-
vention in Anaheim, Calif., 
where U.S. Secretary of State 
Alexander Haig was in atten-
dance. 

Haig later sent a letter of 

recognition to Ken’s district, 
citing “the able leadership of 
Ken Collins.”

Decades later, Ken still 
hears from former students 
who became music teachers 
themselves. “That was so ex-
citing,” he said. “One teacher 
told me, ‘You started me with 
music in third grade at Oak 
Heights, and now this is my 
classroom.’ It’s thrilling to see 
that carry on.”

Destined to Meet
Ken taught music in Cali-

fornia, Nevada, Washington, 
and Oregon before arriving at 
Sweet Home School District 
in 1990. He taught at the ju-
nior high and high school lev-
els, and served as district mu-
sic coordinator. 

When budget cuts in the 
mid-1990s left him as the dis-
trict’s only music teacher, he 
improvised, writing his own 
curriculum, collecting instru-
ments, and flooding class-
rooms with recordings of 
Mozart, Haydn, and Bach.

“I wanted to reach them 
when they were young,” Ken 
said. “That’s where music re-
ally takes hold.”

Around that time, Kathi be-
gan working for the district as 
a classroom assistant and 
substitute. She spent time at 
Foster Elementary, then at 
the junior high and high 
school – where she met Ken. 
They married in 1994.

When Ken asked what she 
wanted to do with her life, 
Kathi didn’t hesitate: “I want 
to be an elementary teacher.”

“Then do it,” Ken told her.
Encouraged, Kathi started 

at Linn-Benton Community 
College, transferred to Ore-
gon State University, and 
earned her bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees in teaching. 
She was hired by SHSD in 
1999.

Friend and colleague Rose 
Peda recalled volunteering in 
Kathi’s classroom: “I was 
amazed at her skill set. She 
was teaching a third-fourth 
split, and the room was table-
to-table with kids. She man-
aged everything seamlessly, 
guiding children and organiz-
ing volunteers – I was blown 
away.”

Ken retired from full-time 
teaching in 2001, but “retire-
ment” never quite applied to 
him. He continued to volun-
teer in Kathi’s classroom, and 
together they staged “A Play 
in a Day” and other student 
performances, including “Pe-
ter and the Wolf,” “Smile,” 
“America the Beautiful” and 
“Christmas at the OK Corral.”

Giving Back Fully
From 2003 to 2020, the 

Collinses volunteered with 
the Albany Salvation Army 
Corps. They completed FEMA 
training, attended disaster-
preparedness meetings, and 
built local support networks.

Ken became the volunteer 
bandmaster, leading music 
for church services, park con-
certs, parades, and youth 
camps. He also played carols 
at the Heritage Mall and at 
Salvation Army kettles each 
Christmas season.

He volunteered to play the 
National Anthem on trumpet 
for Sweet Home High School 
football games and joined the 
AmVets Color Guard in 2005, 
performing “Taps” at veter-
ans’ funerals and Memorial 
Day ceremonies.

One of his proudest works 

came in 2013, when he com-
posed Veterans of Freedom, 
performed by the Honor 
Guard and sung by his friend, 
the late Herbert Gustafson. 

“He had the most beautiful, 
rich bass voice,” Ken said.

In 2015, while attending an 
international Salvation Army 
music convention in London, 
Ken discovered that many 
small bands lacked enough 
players to perform traditional 
arrangements. 

“So I rewrote them,” he said. 
He condensed 75 hymns 

into four parts, making them 
playable by small groups 
around the world. He’s since 
arranged music for ensem-
bles from Europe to Sweet 
Home High School.

Meanwhile, Kathi contin-
ued serving her community 
through literacy and educa-
tion. From 2017 to 2023, she 
helped form the Linn-Benton 
Community Literacy Partner-
ship, writing grants, training 
tutors, and connecting adults 
with reading programs.

“She made it happen,” said 
Peda. “During COVID, she 
even coordinated with Ore-
gon State University to bring 
student teachers to tutor lo-
cal kids. Without Kathi’s per-
sistence and her ability to 
motivate people, that pro-
gram wouldn’t have existed.”

Planting for the Future
After retiring, Ken and 

Kathi became central figures 
in Sweet Home Oregon Coali-
tion for Artistic and Scholas-
tic Enrichment (SHOCASE). 
Ken serves as treasurer and 
Kathi as secretary. Together, 
they’ve supported commu-
nity art, literacy, and music 
initiatives for children and 
adults alike.

One favorite project was 
the “instrument zoo” at the 
Sweet Home Harvest Festival, 
where high school musicians 
introduced younger children 
to their instruments. “It was a 
huge success,” said Peda, who 
is SHOCASE president. “Ken 
and Kathi just know how to 
get kids excited about music.”

They also helped organize 
the first Elementary Music 
Summer Camp in 2024, 
funded by a Linn County Cul-

Photo courtesy of Satina Tolman
Ken Collins arranges music in his living room.

COLLINS
From page 5

See Collins, Page 11
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Huskies continue drought after 
near-miss against Stayton
By Ryker Burr
For The New Era

Sweet Home Girls Soccer 
has finally gotten healthy; 
but it hasn’t helped in the fi-
nal weeks of the season as the 
Huskies have continued to 
struggle in tough conference 
play. 

It has now been four weeks 
since the Huskies have 
scored a goal, five weeks 
since they’ve won a game, 
and two years since a league 
victory.

The Huskies were blown 
out by rival North Marion 7-
0, ranked No. 9 this week, but 
then finally had an opportu-
nity to create some momen-
tum.

On Thursday, Oct. 23, Stay-
ton was exasperated by its 
struggling offense at Husky 
Stadium, and the Green and 
Gold had a chance to capture 
their first league victory 
since 2023.

The game was scoreless 
until the final five minutes, 
but then the Eagles finally 
struck, scoring a goal then 

celebrating loudly in relief. 
Sweet Home failed to an-

swer before the buzzer, and 
went home with its 11th 
straight loss.

“This week we played good, 
our whole team played 
amazing,” said Head Coach 
Ramiro Santana. “The only 
thing we need is more speed 
in the front line.”

Sweet Home has one last 
chance to finish their season 
on a high note on the road 
Tuesday, Oct. 28, at Cascade, 
which is currently 3-9-1 after 
a 2-2 draw at home against 
Newport. The Cougars are 
ranked 23rd in 4A (Sweet 
Home, 1-13 going into this 
week, is ranked last, 31st.) 

“We’ll go to Cascade High 
School and play just like we 
know how we can play: try to 
do our best,” Santana said. 
“Getting a victory for these 
girls would be a great accom-
plishment for all the hard 
work they do in practice ev-
ery single day. It would be 
great for all of us coaches 
too.”

Photo courtesy of Ryker Burr
Sweet Home’s Reece Parker goes after the ball as North Mar-
ion’s Olivia Hunsaker defends.

nity-based boards and lead-
ership, rather than by a large, 
distant corporate entity, 
which allows the system to be 
more responsive to the spe-
cific health needs and priori-
ties of the community it 
serves. 

The affiliation between 
Samaritan and MultiCare will 
also further strengthen 
health care across the region 
by enhancing quality, sup-
porting affordability and ad-
vancing health equity, Samar-
itan said in a statement. As 
part of the agreement, Multi-
Care has committed to invest 
resources over the next 10 
years to modernize Samari-
tan’s facilities, grow primary 
and specialty care, and intro-
duce new technologies and 
telehealth capabilities that 
improve access, patient expe-
rience and help lower the cost 
of care.

This investment also in-
cludes plans to expand Good 
Samaritan Regional Medical 
Center, adding inpatient ca-
pacity and ensuring the re-
gion’s growing population has 
continued access to local hos-
pital care. The affiliation will 
also bring MultiCare’s leading 
behavioral health network — 
the largest in Washington — 
into Samaritan’s service area, 
increasing access across the 
mid-Willamette Valley and 
central coast.

"MultiCare’s mission is 
partnering for healing and a 
healthy future, and that mis-
sion drives us to seek out like-
minded organizations to en-
sure Pacific Northwest com-
munities have long-term ac-
cess to local care,” said 
MultiCare CEO Bill Robert-
son. “MultiCare and Samari-
tan are closely aligned in our 
mission, vision and values, 
making us ideal partners as 
we strengthen our networks 
across our service regions. It 
will be our privilege to be a 
part of the communities 
Samaritan serves and we look 

forward to working together 
to support and advance 
health care in Oregon.

”For now, nothing changes 
for patients, employees or 
health plan members. Samar-
itan will continue to use the 
MyChart patient portal and 
will continue with its current 
locations and services, ac-
cording to the website. 

Samaritan will continue to 
operate as it does today, pro-
viding care through the same 
trusted clinicians and facili-
ties, while both organizations 
complete the remaining steps 
in the affiliation process, the 

statement said.
Samaritan will remain lo-

cally governed and commu-
nity based, maintaining its 
deep roots in the region while 
gaining access to new re-
sources, expertise and opera-
tional strength through Mul-
tiCare. Once finalized, the 
affiliation will bring ex-
panded services, modernized 
capabilities and greater long-
term stability to the commu-
nities Samaritan serves, it 
said.

To learn more about the 
planned affiliation, visit 
samhealth.org/Affiliation.

SAMARITAN
From page 1

Photo courtesy of Samaritan Health
Samaritan will merge with Tacoma-based MultiCare. 
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that’s in step with your life?

This is an advertisement. Not all agents are licensed to sell all products. Service and 
product availability varies by state. HMIA001594

Call today for personalized service!

Choosing the right Medicare coverage can 
 be confusing.

I can help you find a plan 
 that’s right for YOU 

 and YOUR BUDGET.

541-367-1290
Bill Matthews

Licensed Insurance Agent
 

This week’s ICEBOX Performer of 
the Week goes to Becca and Lisa!

This week’s shoutout goes to two of 
the unsung heroes here at RSH.

Becca and Lisa are always willing to 
go the extra mile for our team, 

whether they’re on the road or here 
at the office.

When they’re not out delivering, 
they’re back at home base making 

sure the office is nice, tidy, and 
ready for us to take on the day.

Thank you to both Becca and Lisa — 
Radiator Supply House wouldn’t be 

the same without you!

Sweet Home cross-country boys make big strides in Corvallis
After 10 days of rest, Sweet 

Home’s cross-country boys 
were ready to go at the 
Happy Hustle hosted by Cor-
vallis at the Crystal Lake 
Sports Park Wednesday, Oct. 
22. 

Nine of the  11 runners for 
the Huskies posted personal 
bests, some of them rather 
large, and there were some 
big barriers broken across 
the board. 

“I was pleased with all of 
our races throughout,” said 
Coach Dave Martin. “I 
thought we competed very 
well, but I think our boys had 
a particularly good day.

“The three boys who didn’t 
get PRs had the second-
fastest times they’ve ever had 
in their lives. It was incredi-
bly good running. They com-
peted so well.”

The boys varsity finished 
sixth out of 21 teams, with 
192 points. Stayton was third 
with 130 and Philomath was 
seventh with 205, while New-
port, which was missing two 
of its top runners, was 11th 
(331). 

Ryker Burr finished 26th in 
the field of 158 runners for 
the Huskies (17:33.1), fol-
lowed by Elijah Rodriguez, 
29th in a 10-second PR of 
17:35.6, Acen Webber in 36th 
an 11-second PR of 17:53.5, 
Evan Knight 44th in a big 1:11 
PR of  18:03.5; and Louis Kist-
ner 58th in a 52.0 second PR 
of 18:12.9. 

The event allowed coaches 
to enter 10 runners in the 
varsity races, so Martin took 
that opportunity to try to 
sort out who should be Sweet 
Home’s seventh runner at the 
district meet on Nov. 1 at 
Philomath. 

Also finishing for Sweet 
Home were Conner Spencer 
in 19:30.7, Noah Strawn in a 
50-second PR of 19:46.6, Wes 
Goff in a 21-second PR of 
20:02.2, and Hudson Ogden 
in 20:38.4. 

Philomath senior Leo 
Pausch won the individual ti-
tle in 15:43.9, ahead of San-
tiam Christian’s Diego Zam-
brano (15:54.3), while 
Santiam Christian freshman 
Tytus Janssen was fourth in 
16.20.9. Stayton sophomore 
Brandon Wagar was seventh 
(16:35.8). 

“This is the first time in my 
coaching, this second time 
(at Sweet Home), that I’ve had 
three boys in the 17s and two 
more in the low 18s,” Martin 
said. “Our fifth guy was faster 
than anybody except Ryker 
has run for me.  They’re hun-
gry, they’ve done the work. 

“Louie Kistner and Evan 
Knight had phenomenal 
races.

“Noah had an exceptional 
race – he improved by 50 sec-
onds. Obviously, he’s the right 
guy for No. 7.  He’s hot right 
now.”

For the varsity girls, Emma 
Whitton was sixth in the field 
of 115 runners in 19:25.6, be-
hind Philomath’s Cassidy 
Smart, who was first in 
18:12.5, and Newport’s 
Alexandra Curtis, fourth in 
19:03.0. 

Cassie Spencer was second 

for the Huskies, finishing 
28th in 21:20.1, a half-second 
PR for the distance, followed 
by Noelle Helfrich, 80th in a 
14-second PR of 23:33.6; 
Madison Cuillo, 91st in a 19-
second PR of 24:10.8;  Pyper 
Hall 95th in 24:25.1 and Mar-
ian Helfrich, 96th in 24:26.0. 

The Huskies, who were 
missing McKenzie Miller, 
who was ill, were 11th out of 
15 teams, scoring 259 points. 
Philomath was second with 
83, behind winner Crescent 
Valley (62), with Stayton third 
(83) and Newport eighth 
(213). 

The girls competed really 
well,” Martin said. “We had 
only two PR’s and they 
weren’t big, but the  other 
girls were not way far off. I 
was very pleased.”

The junior varsity boys 
didn’t field enough runners 
to score, but Bentley Uhlry 
finished in a 35-second PR of 
20:48.0, followed by Ryder 
Farris in a 53-second PR of 
20:56.4 and Eli Adams in a 
35-second PR of 22:27.4. 

“Eli Adams improved his 
seasonal PR by about a 
minute and finally hit his life-
time PR, which he set last 

year at the district meet,” 
Martin said. “I’m just super 
impressed.”  

For the girls, Annabelle 
Morris was 19th in 25:17.4, a 
seasonal best by 2½ minutes,  
in a field of 88 runners in her 
second race of the year, since 
she is doubling with soccer. 
McKenzie Ohlheiser was 
38th (27:04.0), Delanie Pratt 
was 47th (27:39.6) and Lexi 
Lee was 53rd in a 2:46 per-
sonal best of 28:12.9. 

“Lexi’s just been working 
hard and so exciting to see 
her run time like she’s been 
running in practice,” Martin 
said. “Some of the other girls 
who were in the race, if they 
didn't PR, it wasn’t like they 
were horrible.”

Zoie Allison, Nevaeh Mize 
and Kali Vogel all ran the first 
two miles of the JV race, but 
were instructed by Martin to 
pull out at that point because 

they are recovering from in-
juries. 

The Huskies are surging, 
but they have stiff competi-
tion awaiting at the district 
meet. 

“We are competing well,” 
Martin said, “but Philomath 
and Stayton are strong on 
both the boys and girls side. 
Our challenge is to get by one 
of those two teams or get the 
wildcard spot (for state) as 
the 13th alternative team.” 

“We'll take care of our own 
business first. We’re going to 
do what we can do.”

The district meet will be at 
Philomath High School Sat-
urday, Nov. 1, on the same 
course as the Paul Mariman 
Invitational, which the 
Huskies ran on Oct. 11. JV 
boys will run at 10:30 a.m., 
followed by JV girls at 11:05, 
the varsity boys at 11:45  and 
the varsity girls at 12:20 p.m.

Photos by Scott Swanson
Louis Kistner, left, and Evan Knight run to big PR’s in the boys var-
sity race at the Happy Hustle cross-country meet in Corvallis. 

Emma Whitton runs with the leaders during the first half of the 
Happy Hustle girls varsity race. 



By Scott Swanson
Of The New Era

Sweet Home reasserted it-
self in its quest for its first 
playoff berth since #### on 
Friday, with a convincing 48-7 
win over Cottage Grove. 

On their Senior Night, 
Sweet Home’s football players 
made sure they got back on 
track after two disappointing, 
close losses in their previous 
two contests. 

“It’s good to get that off our 
chest, get back to where we 
normally should be,” said se-
nior Bode Nichols following 
the win. 

“We were fired up,” said fel-
low senior Lynkin Royer. “We 
wanted to come into this 
game and win, especially with 
it being Senior Night, and we 
wanted to leave the reputa-
tion of going undefeated on 
our home field, which we 
haven’t done for a while. 

“That’s really what we came 
in to do tonight.” 

The Huskies got down to 
business right away, forcing 
the Lions to punt on their 
fourth play of the game and 
then, three plays later, quar-
terback Riley Vaughan, filling 
in for an injured Kyle Zajic, 
launching a 49-yard scoring 
bomb to Dillan Davis to give 
the Huskies an early lead. 

Vaughan finished four for 
nine with one interception 
and 127 yards of total pass-
ing, including that touch-
down.

After another three-and-
out for Cottage Grove late in 
the first quarter, Vaughan 
drove the team nearly 50 
yards to the 14, where Tren-
ton Templin weaved his way 
to another score with 11:47 
on the clock in the second pe-
riod. 

Two plays into the Lions’ 
next possession, Mason Tyler 
picked off quarterback An-
drew Horner to set up an ex-
change of turnovers. 

Sweet Home fumbled the 

handoff on the next play and 
the visitors recovered, but 
two plays later the Huskies 
got the ball back when the Li-
ons fumbled their own ex-
change and Brayden McClure 
recovered the ball, running it 
to the 25 yard line. 

With 10:00 remaining in 
the half, Sam Barringer added 
to the Huskies’ lead, running 
it in from the 12 to score on 
an acrobatic dive into the end 
zone. The kick failed, so Sweet 
Home had a 20-0 lead. 

But they weren’t done. 
Three and a half minutes 

later, Barringer scored again, 
this time bulling in from the 
1-yard line to make it 27-0. 
That play came after Dillan 
Davis hit Bode Nichol 48-yard 
pass on a flea-flicker play that 
took the Huskies to the 2. 

Then, with 2:23 on the 
clock, Davis swept around 
right end and left the opposi-
tion in the dust for a 70-yard 
touchdown run and a 34-0 
lead. 

Cottage Grove then deliv-
ered its only touchdown of 
the night, Horner hitting 
Cade May from their 48 yard 
line to make it 34-7. 

Dillon Hartsook recovered 
the Lions’ onside kick, the 

first of two he snagged on the 
night. 

Then, with three seconds 
left in the half, McClure 
picked off a Horner pass at 
the Lions’ 45 and ran it back 
for a touchdown and a 41-7 
lead. 

The Huskies scored again 
with their backup players and 
JV quarterback, sophomore 
Macen Rosa, directing the ac-
tion, in the third quarter as 
Brenne Eldridge bulled his 
way in from the 2 for their 
final score to make it 48-7. 

Late in the fourth quarter 
Bridger Royer recovered an-
other Cottage Grove fumble, 
and the Huskies pushed to 
the visitors’ 5 yard line before 
letting the clock run out. 

Sweet Home dominated on 
both sides of the ball, holding 
the Lions to 70 yards rushing 
on 27 attempts, and three-of-
11 passing for 87 yards. 

The Huskies gained 226 
yards on 31 carries. 

“Our kids took care of busi-
ness,” Head Coach Ryan 
Adams said. “Our situation af-
ter the last two weeks allowed 
us to know exactly what we 
needed to do the last two 
weeks to allow our season to 
continue. 

“The kids were focused on 
that and so they knew that 
this was Step 1, and they 
didn’t let last Friday night im-
pact how they prepared and 
practiced.” 

He credited Vaughan with 
ably handling the offense. 

“Riley stepped up,” Adams 
said, noting that the two ju-
niors have split reps in prac-
tice evenly all season. “We de-
cided to go with Riley this 
week to allow Kyle to rest his 
shoulder as much as possible. 
We knew Riley could answer 
the call for us and he played 
great.”

He credited the entire 
team’s response to their situa-
tion. 

Following a close 24-21 loss 
at Crescent Valley, after liter-
ally fumbling away a 24-7 loss 
at Junction City the week be-
fore, the win over Cottage 
Grove sets Sweet Home up for 

a showdown with Philomath 
for at least a tie for second 
place as Junction City and 
Marist will face off for the 
league title this Friday. 

The Huskies are currently 
in a three-way tie at 2-2 in 
Special District 3 after Philo-
math lost 49-0  at Marist last 
week, and Crescent Valley, 
which lost 26-0 at Junction 
City. 

“We're both gonna be in the 
same situation,” Adams said 
of Philomath. “The winner 
continues and the loser goes 
home. 

“They get it up at their 
place, grass field – all the ex-
cuses we can grab, but that's 
what's been awesome about 
this team: They don't make 
excuses.

“We'll practice hard, prac-
tice on grass all week, and 
then we’ll get after it next Fri-
day.”
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Walk-in Wednesday 12-5pm
CLINIC LOCATION

834 Goldfish Farm Rd. Albany, OR
COX CREEK BRIDGE NOW OPEN!

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

• Monitor & Care for High Risk Feet (Diabetes, PVD, Neuropathy)
• Foot Assessments • Education • Trim/File Nails

• Corn/Callous Treatment • Manage Ingrown Toenails
• Reduction of Thick/Fungal Nail • Footwear Assessment

• Moisturizing Foot Rub • Medical Referrals

Feet Don’t Fail Me Now
Foot Care,  LLC.
Foot Care Services

Deena Hickey, RN, CFCS

541.286.0671

Registered Nurse & 
Certified Foot Care Specialist

Photos by Scott Swanson 
Sweet Home’s Sam Barringer cartwheels into the end zone for 
a touchdown.

Dillan Davis defends Cottage Grove’s Raphael LaCount on a 
pass attempt by the Lions. 

Huskies rebound from losses with dominating win over CG

Wrong way on the tracks
Rescue workers check out a vehicle that crashed on the railroad tracks west of Sweet Home 
Wednesday, Oct. 22, near Sun Lane. According to OSP, Nicholas William M. Bober, 41, of 
Lebanon, was eastbound on Hwy. 20 when his Ford Expedition crossed the highway and 
drove off the westbound shoulder, rolled down the steep bank and came to rest on the train 
tracks. Bober was checked out by medics but was not transported, OSP said. However, he 
was cited on a Lebanon Municipal Court warrant for a probation violation, according to OSP. 
The vehicle was towed.

Photo by Scott Swanson 
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WWW.SWEETHOMEDENTAL.COM
1524 Long Street • 541-367-2931 | Open Mon.-Thurs. 8-5

HAVE A SAFE AND FUN HALLOWEEN

GENERAL DENTISTRY, ORTHODONTICS,  IMPLANTS & MORE

Photo by Satina Tolman
Carolyn Owen stands with samples of her art, which is on display at the City Hall Gallery. 

City Hall Gallery exhibitor blends realism, impressionism, fashion 
By Satina Tolman
For The New Era

When Sweet Home artist 
Carolyn Owen creates, time 
seems to disappear.

“The world just fades away,” 
she said. “When I’m in the 
process and things are flow-
ing onto the canvas or paper, 
time stops; it’s like it doesn’t 
exist. I feel like I’m doing 
what I was born to do, like my 
soul is singing and I’m con-
necting with who I truly am.”

That deep sense of joy and 
purpose is reflected in every 
one of Owen’s works, which 
will be on display in the 
SHOCASE Art Exhibit at 
Sweet Home City Hall, from 
Oct. 23 through Nov. 27. Visi-
tors can view her artwork 
free of charge during regular 
business hours, Monday 
through Thursday from 7 
a.m. to 5 p.m.

An artist reception will be 
held on Wednesday, Nov. 5, 
from 4 to 5 p.m., where guests 
can meet Owen, ask her ques-
tions, and enjoy light refresh-
ments provided by 
SHOCASE.

From Childhood Sketches 
to a Lifelong Calling

Owen’s love for art began in 
childhood, long before she 
had formal training or a stu-
dio to work in.

“My mom used to write po-
etry and type it out on paper,” 
Owen recalled with a laugh. “I 
would steal her papers and 
draw and doodle all over 
them. I don’t remember a 
time when I didn’t love art.”

That early fascination grew 
into something more serious 
in high school. “I took an art 
class and just fell in love even 
more,” she said. “I thought, 
this is what I love. This is what 
I want to do.”

Her passion led her to ma-
jor in fine arts in college, 
where her work was selected 
for the commencement pro-
gram design in 1994, a proud 
moment that marked the be-

ginning of her professional 
journey.
Inspired by Family and 
Fashion

Born in Las Vegas, Owen 
moved to Oregon as a young 
adult and met her husband, 
Greg. The two have been mar-
ried for 31 years, have raised 
five children and now enjoy 
three grandchildren. They’ve 
called Sweet Home home for 
24 years.

Though she’s the only pro-
fessional artist in her imme-
diate family, creativity runs 
deep in her lineage. Her 
grandmother, Irene Elizabeth 
Holdren, was an oil painter 
and teacher whose artistry 
and flair for style left a lasting 
impression on her grand-
daughter.

“My grandmother did a lot 
of oil paintings, mostly land-
scapes, and she was also very 
fashionable,” Owen said. “She 
loved the elegance of old Hol-
lywood styles from the 1920s 
through the 1960s. She would 
take me to high-end fashion 
stores just to look at the 
gowns. I take after her quite a 
bit.”

Those childhood experi-
ences shaped Owen’s signa-
ture style: a blend of realism, 
impressionism, and vintage-
inspired fashion illustration.

Blending Realism
 and Impressionism

Owen’s artwork is classified 
as multi-media, using mark-
ers, colored pencils, oil pas-
tels, watercolor, and acrylics; 
often layered together to cre-
ate rich depth and texture.

“I like to create my art as 
close to real life as possible,” 
she said. “But I also love im-
pressionism. It’s soft and 
blurry, and your eye gets to 
create the image through 
suggestions, colors, and 
shapes.”

Her ocean, botanicas, and 
nature themes often lean to-
ward impressionism, while 
her fashion pieces and por-

traits reveal her precise sense 
of realism.

Some of her portraits are so 
detailed they’re often mis-
taken for photographs. “I 
love, love, love doing por-
traits,” she said, smiling.

Journey of Growth
 and Perseverance

After earning her art de-
gree, Owen took time away 
from the studio to serve a 
church mission, get married, 
and raise her family. But art 
was never far from her mind.

When her children were 
young, she began freelanc-
ing, creating commissioned 
artwork, website designs, and 
illustrations for businesses, 
including designing stamps 
for the Jayhawk Rubber 
Stamp Company, based in 
Idaho.

In 2015, she returned to 
school online at the Art Insti-
tute of Pittsburgh, earning 

additional training in graphic 
design. That education 
opened new doors, leading 
her to work on website art, 
packaging, product graphics, 
logos, and digital art.

Still, her heart always 
brings her back to fine art, to 
that meditative process 
where everything else fades 
away.

“I’m a perfectionist,” Owen 
admitted. “If something 
doesn’t turn out how I want, 
I’ll throw it away, even if it’s 
almost done. But when things 
are going right, I’m just filled 
with happiness and excite-
ment. It’s like pure peace.”

Bringing Art Into 
the Classroom

Owen’s creativity extends 
far beyond her personal stu-
dio. For the past 12 years, she 
has worked at Foster Elemen-
tary School, where she began 
as a kindergarten assistant 
and now serves as a special 
education assistant.

“Children and art have al-
ways been my favorite 
things,” she said. “They make 
me happy.”

She often incorporates her 
artistic talent into her class-
room activities, creating bul-
letin boards, door displays, 
welcome signs, and even 
drawing custom writing 
prompts for students.

“I’ll sketch a quick little pic-
ture off the top of my head 
and have them write a few 
sentences about what’s hap-
pening in the scene,” she said. 
“It’s really fun for them and 
for me.”
Lessons for Aspiring Artists

Over the years, Owen has 
learned that persistence is 
the true key to artistic suc-
cess, not natural-born talent.

“If you’re interested in art, 
even just a little bit, go for it,” 
she said. “No one is truly born 
with talent. If you saw my 
childhood drawings, they’d 
look just like any other five-
year-old’s.”

She credits a college profes-
sor with giving her the advice 
that stuck: Being a good artist 
is 99% hard work and 1% tal-
ent.

“Like learning an instru-
ment, it takes practice and 
dedication,” she said. “When I 
took a break to raise my kids, 
I had to literally go back to 
the drawing board. I had to 
keep studying, keep working, 
keep developing my talent. 
I’ve failed many times, but 
don’t give up. Stick with it.”

As an artist who has seen 
technology evolve, Owen ad-
mits she’s uneasy about the 
rise of artificial intelligence in 
the art world.

“I worry that AI will dis-
courage the next generation 
from developing their own 
creative skills,” she said. 
“There’s nothing like the feel-
ing you get from creating 
something yourself with your 
own hands.”

Celebration of 
Women and Creation

While fashion and beauty 
are recurring themes in 
Owen’s work, her art carries a 
deeper message — one rooted 
in gratitude, reverence, and 
faith.

“My hope is that viewers of 
my art feel a deeper apprecia-
tion and reverence for nature 
and especially for women,” 
she said. “After creating the 
heavens and the earth, God 
saved His greatest creation 
for last, the human female. 
She is to be praised and ad-
mired in the most respectful 
way.”

That message, part spiri-
tual reflection and part artis-
tic philosophy, is what Owen 
hopes visitors will take with 
them when they see her ex-
hibit at Sweet Home City Hall.

“I just love creating,” she 
said. “I feel like I’m exercising 
the gift that God gave me.”
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dents from grades two 
through six learned rhythm, 
melody, and musical collabo-
ration – skills missing from 
many elementary wouldn’t 
have happened,” said Peda. 
“They organized, taught, in-
spired – everything. Their 
passion is contagious.”

Sweet Home High School 
band teacher Lori Tutor 
agreed. “Watching Ken work 
with kids is amazing,” she 
said. “He leans in, they lean 
in, and everyone’s just soak-
ing it up. And Kathi – she’s al-
ways there supporting, even 
buying pencils for every band 
student from sixth grade to 
seniors. They’re both so giv-
ing.”

Tutor said that when she 
started teaching in 2023, her 
principal told her to call Ken 
Collins. “Ken was thrilled to 
be involved again. He really 
helped my trumpet section 
get further than they’d been 
before. He’s an incredible 
mentor, and Kathi’s just as 
passionate.”

Tutor recalled a child from 
the 2024 summer camp run-
ning up to her later, eager to 
join the middle school band. 
“That’s what Ken and Kathi 
do,” she said. “They spark that 
love of music that lasts.”

Life Lessons in Motion
Ken still practices piano 

scales every day to “keep the 
neurons firing.” 

Kathi laughs, saying he 

“lives from the neck up,” al-
ways thinking, creating, and 
analyzing. She, meanwhile, 
stays physically active.

 “Being physical makes me 
happy,” she said. “I have to 
move – and I love music. So, I 
move to the music.”

Life, she says, feels like a 
dance – one full of rhythm, 
motion, and gratitude.

Together, Ken and Kathi 
spend time with their six chil-
dren, 12 grandchildren, and 
three great-grandchildren – 
with another on the way. 

“I always have this image of 
sifting,” Kathi said. “We need 
to sift through our lives and 
find what truly makes us 
happy. Then find happy peo-
ple who like the same things 
and encourage each other.”

Ken added: “Now, I try to 
think about the essence of 

things. Keep figuring things 
out.”

From a 5-year-old with a 
trumpet in Oakland to a life-
time of teaching, mentorship, 
and community service, Ken’s 
story – and theirs – is one of 
harmony and legacy.

Peda described them, quot-
ing poet Ralph Waldo Emer-
son: “To leave the world a bit 
better… to know even one life 
has breathed easier because 
you have lived. This is to have 
succeeded.”

She smiled and added, 
“That’s what Ken and Kathi 
have done for this commu-
nity. We are so fortunate to 
have them.”

Editor’s note: See an ex-
tended version of this story 
and many more photos at 
sweethomenews.com.

Photos courtesy of Collinses
 With fellow SHARE members after one of the organization’s 
Gala concerts: from left, Ken and Kathi Collins, Olivia Saveskie, 
Shirley Austin, Rose Peda, Sean Morgan and Diane Gerson.

COLLINS
From page 6
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TRANSPORTATION
Dial-A-Bus – The Sweet Home Dial-a-Bus is a curb-to-

curb transportation system within the Sweet Home area
within the School District #55, from Crawfordsville to Cas-
cadia and as far west as Santiam Terrace. Rides are $1 with-
in a five-mile radius of our office at the Sweet Home Senior
Center. Over five miles, the charge is $2. Ten ride tickets
are available for $10. Caretakers riding with a passenger
ride at no charge. Call 24 hours in advance to schedule a
ride at (541) 367-4775.

Linn Shuttle – The Linn Shuttle operates on a scheduled
route, traveling from Sweet Home with stops in Lebanon
and Albany. It leaves 10 times a day, Monday through
Friday, and six times a day on Saturdays, from the Sweet
Home Senior Center 880 18th Ave. Any requests for route
deviations must be cleared through the Transportation Di-
rector. Rides are $1 each way. Through an agreement be-
tween Linn-Benton Community College and Linn Shuttle,
LBCC students ride free of charge upon showing their cur-
rent ID card. Multi-Ride tickets are available from the bus
driver and at the office. The mission of the Linn Shuttle is
to provide a safe transportation service that supports the
economic, social, transportation and environmental needs
of the community it serves.

Sweet Home
Community Center

880 18th Ave
(541) 367-4775

Senior Activity Center
Hours:

Monday-Friday,
8 a.m.- 4 p.m.

Senior Center
Board of Directors

Murya Scherer, President
Shirley Schumacher, Vice President

Pam Barbee, Secretary
Sally Pelham, Treasurer

Ken Bronson, Parliamentarian
Linda Anderson, Director
Danny Bidwell, Director

Tonni Hutchinson, Director
Ruben Rivas, Director
Bob Weidner, Director

Jean Holcomb, Director
Dawn Mitchell, Executive Director
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Wily politics, wild cattle and… wolves? played into Oregon’s birth
In association with the East 

Linn Museum, we have been 
looking at a 1917-18 Oregon 
Blue Book. 

These books, still published, 
are collections of facts about 
the state, listing town popula-
tions, current post offices, and 
population numbers –  in 1900 
Sweet Home had 202 residents, 
for example.

We were looking for possible 
information about World War I 
which ended at the eleventh 
hour of the eleventh day in the 
eleventh month of 1918. 

But the book was likely com-
piled before the war’s end, so 
not much was said. All men be-
tween 18 and 45 had to register 
for the draft, for instance.

 Oregon men were serving in 
France with the Expeditionary 
Forces and others sailed on the 
Pacific and Atlantic with the 
Navy.

A real dividend was a brief 
history of the state featured at 
the front of the book.

Decades ago, many of us 
likely studied Oregon history 
in the eighth grade, which gave 
us a greater awareness of it 
when we were later vicariously 
reminded about it. 

This Blue Book recalled the 
election of a provisional gov-
ernment at Champoeg back in 
1843.

By then, the Oregon Country 
had been under the joint con-
trol of Great Britain and the 
United States for over 20 years, 
while the Canadian boundary 
between the two nations was 
undecided. 

The press of American set-
tlers traveling over the Oregon 
Trail to the Willamette Valley 
would help decide the issue. 
Already, emigrants had sent 
two petitions to the Congress 
of the United States which 
were just tabled, likely in part 
because the settlers were few, 
maybe around 250 – too few 
people wanting too much.

But the 1843 Champoeg 
meeting held a new urgency. 
The richest man in the area 
had died without a will and 
without known heirs and 

something had to be decided 
regarding his debts and credi-
tors. 

Who was this man? Ewing 
Young, the leader of a cattle 
company which had brought 
650-700 head of cattle to Ore-
gon from California. 

Why was this essential? As 
we know, the American colony 
sat in the shadow of the Cana-
dian Hudson’s Bay Company, 
which controlled fur trade in 
the Willamette Valley and Ore-
gon country in general. Many 
emigrants arrived on the east 
bank of the Willamette River 
with worn-out stock, if any, af-
ter journeying down the Ore-
gon Trail where oxen had been 
depended on to pull many of 
the wagons. 

Hudson’s Bay, under Dr. John 
McLoughlin, would rent a cow 
to a settler but not sell him 
one. Were milk cows included 
in this? And so, the settlers de-
cided to bring their own cattle 
in from California.

Ewing Young was one of 
those intrepid adventurous 
types who fared well on the 
American frontier. He’d been a 
trader on the Santa Fe Trail go-
ing down to New Mexico, and 
he knew much of the south-
west from having turned to 
trapping. He arrived in Oregon 
by way of California and knew 
the route by which cattle could 
be driven up from that Span-
ish-controlled area. 

He rewarded himself by set-
ting up a ranch on the west 
side of the Willamette River 
along Chehalem Creek, where 
his cattle ran wild after his 
death. (In the eighth grade we 
envisioned wolves snapping at 
their heels.) 

When he decided to build a 
still using a vat left behind 
from Nathaniel Wythe’s failed 
fish processing business, 
Young came afoul of both 
McLoughlin and the Methodist 
missionaries. 

Alcohol, they pointed out, 
acted badly on the trappers 
and Indians who drank too 
much. And the missionaries 
had already organized a Tem-

perance Society.
Young cheerfully destroyed 

the beginnings of his distillery 
and did not accept payment 
for his losses. Did he join the 
Temperance Society before dy-
ing without a will? There’s no 
word on it. It is simply more 
important that he died.

The tale the old Blue Book of 
the Champoeg meeting of 
1841 leaves out the wolves and 
any other predators. It is an 
original secondhand version 
compiled by J. Quinn Thornton 
for the Oregon Historical Soci-
ety over 20 years after the 
event.

However, he contacted all 
the participants of that meet-
ing that he could find, and a list 
of the ones who voted for the 
provisional government and 
their birthplaces is included at 
the end of the story.

Just “Canada” is listed as the 
birthplace for the ones voting 
no. So, 102 men met at Cham-
poeg to pass a provisional gov-
ernment. 

On one side stood a group of 
French Canadians, former 
trappers for the Hudson’s Bay 
Company. Dr. McLughlin had 
encouraged the retired trap-
pers to move into the area with 
their half-breed wives and 
children to become farmers.

The French Canadians num-
bered 52. Schooled by Hud-
son’s Bay, they were expected 
to vote no, partly because the 
British or Canada might gain 
permanent control of the area. 
But if the Americans won, they 
might lose their property 
rights.

On the other side was a di-
verse group of men, 50 strong, 
which included Methodist 
missionaries, two Scots (one 
born at sea), five Englishmen, 
and one Irishman, plus Ameri-
can settlers and mountain 
men, almost all of whom were 
from northern states which 
would help shape the conser-
vative nature of the provi-
sional government. Bickering 
ensued. 

A trial vote saw the French 
Canadians voting yes on the 

proposition by mistake. They 
were supposed to vote no. 

A motion was made for the 
men to divide and be counted. 
Finally, Joe Meek, a well-
known mountain man and ad-
venturer, stepped up.

“Who is for the divide?” he 
thundered in a voice loud 
enough to challenge a grizzly 
bear. “Follow me.” And he 
formed a group of men.

Fifty French Canadians held 
to the Hudson’s Bay Company 
instructions, voting no.

Fifty-two diverse settlers, 
plus two French Canadians, 
voted yes. And so, Oregon got 
its provisional government 
with the aid of Etienne Lucier 
and Francois V. Matthieu.

Following the vote, the elec-
tion of officers immediately se-
lected Joe Meek as sheriff and 
Ewing Young’s estate would be 
decided.

Five years later, boundaries 
between the United States and 
Canada were settled, but it 
would take two or three more 
years before Congress would 
create a territorial govern-
ment.

Remember those wolves 
haunting Ewing Young’s prop-
erty and threatening wander-
ing cattle? We weren’t delu-
sional about them. 

Checking with the general 
Oregon history book written 
by Charles H. Carey, LLD, we 
found the Champoeg meeting 
was really the second of two 
wolf meetings.

History is a foreign country, 
so it’s said, and old history 
books are only guides.

Yet, we must see J. Quinn 
Thornton’s tale of the Cham-
poeg meeting as part of Ore-
gon’s legendary past, along 
with the great migrations en-
tering the territory with hun-
dreds of settlers in the year im-
mediately following the 
meeting. 

Once the boundaries were 
secured and accepted, many 
retirees from the Hudson’s Bay 
Company, like Dr. John 
McLoughlin and those who 
had voted no on the provi-

sional government proposi-
tion, became naturalized citi-
zens of the United States.

As we know, McLoughlin, 
when head of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company in Oregon had 
shown enough sympathy for 
the American settlers by giving 
aid to them that he later was 
called “The Father of Oregon.”

In a few years, settlers would 
populate the fertile Willamette 
Valley, replacing its original in-
habitants who had little immu-
nity to diseases introduced by 
trappers, traders, and arriving 
emigrants. 

A constant flow of people 
fleeing conflicts in Europe 
helped replenish the resulting 
growing population spreading 
toward Oregon from the East 
Coast and even the Midwest. 

Nearly free land, ideals of 
equality and democracy 
helped fuel the flow.

A look at Linn County’s cen-
sus records in the 1917-18 Blue 
Book lets us follow the contin-
uous growth. In 1890 the 
county had a population of 
16,265. By 1910, 22,662.

Census dates for the State of 
Oregon go back to 1860, when 
52,465 people were recorded. 
Stepping ahead to 1910, it had 
grown to 672,765 and Oregon 
would be considered a rural 
state with slower population 
growth than the urban ones.

And yet, the number of 
those who decided the fate of 
the Oregon Country’s provi-
sional government consisted 
of 102 men and it’s estimated 
that around 250 settlers were 
living in the shadow of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company on the 
east side of the Willamette 
River and its confluence with 
the Columbia where wolves 
and wildcats also lurked.

We can say J. Quinn Thorn-
ton’s version of the Champoeg 
story is of an acorn that grew 
into a still-standing oak.
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE STATE OF OREGON FOR 

THE COUNTY OF LINN
JKS HOLDINGS, LLC, Plaintiff, 
v. UNKNOWN HEIRS OF LAU-
RIE SUSAN WIEBRECHT, De-
fendants.
Case No. 25CV52253
SUMMONS TO: Unknown Heirs 
of Laurie Susan Wiebrecht 
You are hereby required to ap-
pear and defend the complaint 
filed against you in the above 
entitled action within 30 days 
of the date of first publication 
which is October 8, 2025, 
along with the required filing 
fee, and in case of your failure 
to do so, for want thereof, 
plaintiff will apply to the court 
for the relief demanded in the 
Complaint.
NOTICE TO THE DEFENDANT: 
READ THESE PAPERS CARE-
FULLY!
You must “appear” in this case 
or the other side will win auto-
matically. To “appear” you must 
file with the court a legal paper 
called a “motion” or “answer.” 
Forms may be available 
through the court above or on-
line at www.courts.oregon.gov/
gorms. This must be given to 
the court clerk or administrator 
within 30 days along with the 
required filing fee. It must be in 
proper form and have proof of 
service on the Plaintiff’s attor-
ney or, if the Plaintiff does not 
have an attorney,
proof of service upon the Plain-
tiff. Service rules are in the 
Oregon Rules of Civil Proce-
dure (ORCP) Rule 9.
If you have questions, you 
should see an attorney immedi-
ately. If you need help finding a 
lawyer, you may call the Ore-
gon State Bar’s Lawyer Refer-
ral Service at (503) 684-3763 
or toll free in Oregon at (800) 
452-7636.
Dated: September 24, 2025
M. Sean Kidd, OSB #091224
Attorney for Plaintiffs
260 Ferry Street SW, Ste 202
Albany, OR 97321
(541) 926-5505
sean@longdel.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE STATE OF OREGON FOR 

THE COUNTY OF LINN
JKS HOLDINGS LLC, an Ore-
gon limited liability company, 
Plaintiff, v. UNKNOWN HEIRS 
OF LAURIE SUSAN 
WIEBRECHT. Defendants.
Case No. 25CV52253
COMPLAINT FOR FORECLO-
SURE
NOT SUBJECT TO MANDA-
TORY ARBITRATION
AMOUNT OF CLAIM: 
$580,500.00
FILING FEE: $594
At all times material herein, 
Plaintiff, JKS HOLDINGS, LLC 
(Plaintiff) was and is a limited li-
ability company duly organized 
and existing under the laws of 
the state of Oregon.
Laurie Susan Wiebrecht was 
and is the record owner of the 
real property and the improve-
ments thereon commonly 
known as 3108 28'™ Avenue, 
SE, Albany, Linn County, Ore-
gon 97322 ("Property"), more 
particularly described on the 
attached Exhibit 1.
Ms. Wiebrecht passed away on 
November 29, 2024. A true 
copy of the obituary of Laurie 
Susan Wiebrecht is hereto at-
tached as Exhibit 2.
Upon information and belief 
Plaintiff alleges that no party 
named herein is engaged in ac-
tive military duty or naval ser-
vice of the United States as de-
fined in the Servicemembers 
Civil Relief Act ('SCRA") as 
amended. To the best of Plain-
tiff's ability, Plaintiff has con-
ducted a search of the named 

Defendants. Upon information 
and belief Plaintiff alleges that 
no party named herein is a mi-
nor or otherwise incompetent.
The City of Albany, Oregon 
filed a municipal lien ("Lien") 
against the Property in the 
records of Linn County, Ore-
gon, to secure payment of the 
abatement of derelict structure 
in the sum of $580,500.00. 
copy of the lien is attached 
hereto as Exhibit 3.
Subsequent to Ms. Weibrecht's 
death, Plaintiff purchased the 
interest of the City of Albany. A 
copy ofthe Assignment of Lien 
from the City to Plaintiffis at-
tached hereto as Exhibit 4.
The Lien (and Assignment 
thereof) is subject to foreclo-
sure. Plaintiff declares that the 
entire balance of principal and 
interest is now due and 
payable.
Currently, $580,500.00 is im-
mediately due and payable and 
is secured by the Lien on the 
Property.
Defendants may claim some in-
terest in the property. Any such 
claim is junior to Plaintiffs Lien.
No other proceedings are 
pending for the collection of 
the debt or the foreclosure of 
the Lien. Plaintiff has no ade-
quate remedy at law.
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays 
for judgment of this court:
(a) Granting judgment to Plain-
tiff against Defendants in the 
amount of $580,500.00;
(b) Declaring that the Lien be 
foreclosed as a valid lien 
against the Property described 
above, and declaring that the 
Lien is senior to any interest of 
named Defendants in the Prop-
erty;
(c) Foreclosing Plaintiff's Lien 
and ordering the sale of the 
Property by the sheriff of Linn 
County in the manner pre-
scribed by law;
(d) Applying the proceeds
received from the sale first to-
ward the costs of sale, then to-
ward satisfaction of Plaintiffs 
judgment, including costs and 
attorney fees and any surplus 
to the party or parties who may 
establish their right thereto;
(e) Declaring that Plaintiff will 
not be entitled to monetary 
damages, attorney fees, costs, 
or disbursements against any 
defendant who does not con-
test this action;
(f) Declaring Plaintiff is permit-
ted to become a bidder and 
purchaser of the Property at 
the sheriff's sale. If the Plaintiff 
is the purchaser at the sale and 
the property is not vacated 
upon sale, the Plaintiff reserves 
the right to petition the court 
for a writ of assistance after the 
sale based upon the judgment 
entry and sale upon separate 
motion of the purchaser after 
sale.
(g) Ordering that Defendants 
and all persons claiming 
through Defendants are forever 
foreclosed of all interest in the 
property;
(h) Granting such other and 
further relief as the court 
deems equitable.
(10/8, 10/15, 10/22, 10/29)___

CITY OF HALSEY
PUBLIC NOTICE – Vacation of 

West A & B Streets
The following matter shall be 
reviewed by the Halsey City 
Council at a public meeting on 
November 18th, 2025, 7:00
p.m. at Halsey City Hall, 100 
Halsey St., 97348. The pur-
pose of this notice is to obtain 
public comments pertaining to
the vacation of West A & B 
Street (between 6th and 7th). 
Oregon law requires that testi-
mony and evidence must be di-
rected toward the decision cri-
teria. Interested parties may 

appear in person or give writ-
ten comments to City Hall prior 
to 4:00 pm on Monday, Novem-
ber 17th, 2025.
APPLICANT’S NAME: Central 
Valley Assembly of God
TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: Street 
vacation of West A & B Street, 
between 6th and 7th streets.
LOCATION OF PROPERTY: Ap-
proximate location, lot south of 
657 American Dr, Halsey, Ore-
gon
PRESENT PLAN DESIGNA-
TION: Residential
PRESENT ZONING: Residen-
tial
SUMMARY OF REQUEST: To 
access all potential lots for fu-
ture development, the property 
owner has requested the
City vacate west A & B Streets 
right of way from West 6th to 
West 7th Streets, Halsey, Ore-
gon.
Briana Parra, City Administra-
tor
(10/29, 11/5)_________________

Notice of Public Hearing
The Halsey-Shedd Fire Protec-
tion District Board of Directors 
will conduct a public hearing 
before the Local Contract Re-
view Board at their next regu-
larly scheduled board meeting. 
The intent of this hearing is to 
review the findings and receive 
public comment.
In the Matter of Exemption Re-
quest of Halsey-Shedd Fire 
Protection District Station 52 
Seismic Rehabilitation
FINDINGS OF FACT
ORS 279C.335(1) requires, 
with certain exceptions, that all 
Public Improvement contracts 
be based on competitive bids 
and, under ORS 279C.375, 
awarded to the lowest respon-
sive and responsible bidder. 
ORS 279C.335(2) permits the 
Local Contract Review Board, 
as the Halsey-Shedd Fire Pro-
tection District contract review 
authority, to grant, under cer-
tain conditions, specific ex-
emptions from the requirement 
for competitive bidding upon 
the approval of specified find-
ings.
OAR 137-049-0620, division 
249 allows the Local Contract 
Review Board to exempt a Pub-
lic Improvement contract from 
the requirements to be com-
petitively bid, provided written
findings supporting the use of 
non-competitive bid process 
show compliance with OAR 
137-049-0600 to 137 049-
0690 and applicable statutes. 
The written findings report is 
available for review at the Fire 
District prior to the public hear-
ing. Please contact Travis He-
witt at (541) 369- 2419 for a 
copy of the findings.
The hearing for review of these 
findings will be held at 7:00 
p.m. on November 11th, 2025 
at the Halsey-Shedd Fire Pro-
tection District located at 740 
West 2nd Street, Halsey, OR 
97348 as published in the pub-
lic notice section in the New 
Era on October 29th, 2025 and 
Daily Journal of Commerce on 
October 27th, 2025.
(10/29)______________________

Vendors Wanted
Vendors Wanted Christmas 
Bazaar December 6th. 1347 
Long Street Activity Building 
$25.00 space. For more infor-
mation call or text Linda 541-
990-7627
(10/8, 10/15, 10/22, 10/29)___

For Rent
For Rent: One bedroom apart-
ment with bonus room water 
sewer paid. Including washer 
and dryer. No pets. No smok-
ing. $1150/mo Call for Info: 
541-409-7060
(10/22, 10/29)_______________

For Rent: 3 bedroom house on 
Birch St., Lebanon. Currently 
being remodeled, large fenced 
yard, storage shed, pets possi-
ble. Call 541-258-3377
(10/29 - 11/12)_______________

Upstairs unit one bedroom 
condo, furnished, utilities in-
clude water, sewer, garbage, 
electric. Beautiful lake views, 
off street parking, laundromat 
on site, seasonal pool. $1700
per month (month to month 
tenancy). Call for application 
and cleaning deposit fees. No 
pets allowed. (541) 367-5629
(10/29 - 11/20)_______________
Upstairs unit one bedroom 
condo, furnished, utilities in-
clude water, sewer, garbage, 
electric. Beautiful lake views, 
off street parking, laundromat 
on site, seasonal pool. $1500 
per month (month to month 
tenancy). Call for application 
and cleaning deposit fees. No 
pets allowed.  (541) 367-5629
(10/29 - 11/20)_______________

Fall Cleanup
Fall Cleanup: Moss treatment, 
gutter cleaning, yard cleanups, 
trimming, pruning, blackberry 
removal. Jesse's Yards 503-
871-7869
(10/23 - 11/27)_______________

Seasoned Firewood
Seasoned Firewood Fir & Pine 
mixed U-Haul $200 a cord. De-
livered $220 Call 541-231-
2251.
(10/23 - 11/20)_______________

Lhasa Apso Puppies 
For Sale: Two Beautiful Lhasa 
Apso puppies $600. Call for 
Info 541-619-8878.
(10/23, 10/29)_______________

Palma's Painting & Misc.
Interior painting, pressure 
washing, epoxy floors, etc. 
CCB# 205493 call 541-220-
8068
(10/23 - 12/3)________________

Generator for sale
Predator 4375 Generator 
3500 continuous watts $350 
541-900-3042.
(10/29 - 11/5)________________

WANTED: $$PAYING TOP DOL-
LAR$$ For Sports Card Collec-
tions: Baseball, Basketball, 
Football, & Pokemon. Premium 
Paid for Vintage Pre 1980. Re-
ferral Bonuses Available. Call 
Corey 541-838-0364.

SERVICES: DIVORCE $130. 
Complete preparation. Includes 
children, custody, support, 
property and bills division. No 
court appearances. Divorced in 
1-5 weeks possible.
503-772-5295. www.parale-
g a l a l t e r n a t i v e s . c o m 
legalalt@msn.com.

SERVICES: Donate your car, 
truck, boat, RV and more to 
support our veterans! Schedule 
a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations at 1-
866-695-9265 today!

SERVICES: Get a break on your 
taxes! Donate your car, truck, or 
SUV to assist the blind and vis-
ually impaired. Arrange a swift, 
no-cost vehicle pickup and se-
cure a generous tax credit for 
2025. Call Heritage for the 
Blind Today at 1-844-533-9173 
today!

SERVICES: We Buy Houses for 

Cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash offer and 
get paid. Get your fair cash offer 
to day by calling Liz Buys 
Houses: 1-866-249-8679.

SERVICES: We buy 8,000 cars 
a week. Sell your old, busted or 
junk car with no hoops, haggles 
or headaches. Sell your car to 
Peddle. Easy three step 
process. Instant offer. Free 
pickup. Fast payment. Call 1-
855-980-4382.

SERVICES: The bathroom of 
your dreams in as little as 1 day. 
Limited Time Offer - $1000 off 
or No Payments and No Interest 
for 18 months for customers 
who qualify. BCI Bath & Shower. 
Many options available. Quality 
materials & professional instal-
lation. Senior & Military Dis-
counts Available. Call Today! 1-
844-847-9778.

SERVICES: Safe Step. North 
America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring our 
FREE shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-833-395-1433.

SERVICES: Jacuzzi Bath Re-
model can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little as one 
day. For a limited time, waiving 
ALL installation costs! 
Additional terms apply. Subject 
to change and vary by dealer. 
(Offer ends 12/31/25.) Call 1-
855-341-5268.

SERVICES: Prepare for power 
outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act 
now to receive a FREE 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-877-557-1912 to-
day to schedule a free quote. 
It’s not just a generator. It’s a 
power move.

SERVICES: Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim indepen-
dence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 855-839-
0752.

SERVICES: No more cleaning 
out gutters. Guaranteed! Leaf-
Filter is backed by a no-clog 
guarantee and lifetime trans-
ferrable warranty. Call today 1-
855-536-8838 to schedule a 
FREE inspection and no obliga-
tion estimate. Plus get 75% off 
installation and a bonus $250 
discount! Limited time only. 
Restrictions apply, see repre-
sentative for warranty and offer 
details.

SERVICES: Get DISH Satellite 
TV + Internet!  Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-
Demand Movies, Plus Limited 
Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards. 
Call Today! 1-866-373-9175.

SERVICES: DIRECTV OVER IN-
TERNET - Get your favorite live 
TV, sports and local channels. 
99% signal reliability! CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 
months. HBO Max and Premium 
Channels included for 3 mos 
(w/CHOICE Package or higher.) 
No annual contract, no hidden 
fees! Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-855-602-2009.

SERVICES: Get Boost Infinite! 
Unlimited Talk, Text and Data 
For Just $25/mo! The Power Of 
3 5G Networks, One Low Price! 
Call Today and Get The Latest 
iPhone Every Year On Us! 844-
955-3417.



7:27 p.m. - Deputies con-
tacted camper in Pioneer 
Park after hours, 100 block Pi-
oneer Park Rd., Brownsville.  

8:46 p.m. - Aelisha Adrian 
Devine, 32, arrested by Al-
bany police on SHMC war-
rant for FTA in disorderly 
conduct case. Cited to appear 
Nov. 12. 

11:15 p.m. - Deputies con-
ducted investigation involv-
ing misuse of firearm, 33100 
block Hwy. 228, Halsey. Re-
port taken. 
Oct. 24

4:49 a.m. - Dustin Kyle 
Westling, 39, arrested by 
Marion County Sheriff’s 
Office on SHMC warrant for 
FTC in criminal driving case. 
Cited to appear Nov. 12. 

6:34 a.m. - Caller reported 
male entered Hilltop Market, 
4824 Main St., with his male 
anatomy on display, asking 
cashier to marry him. Officer 
responded, report taken for 
public indecency. 

12:18 p.m. - Jordan Scott 

Carter, 35, arrested on SHMC 
warrant for FTA in theft and 
unauthorized entry into mo-
tor vehicle cases, Main St./
41st Ave.  Cited and released. 

1:38 p.m. - Jamie Daniel 
Carpenter, 49, arrested on 
SHMC warrants for FTC in 
criminal driving cases, 4300 
block Nandina St. Cited and 
released. 

1:40 p.m. - Deputy located 
apparently abandoned camp 
on BLM property in 51100 
block Quartzville Rd. 

1:47 p.m. - James Colbert, 
55, of Lebanon, cited for AMC 
warrant, also warned for 
overstaying BLM 14-day 
camping regulation, 51100 
block Quartzville Rd.  Report 
taken. 

1:47 p.m. - Caller reported 
reckless driver near 
Brownsville. Deputy located 
suspect, but by the time that 
occurred, 400 block N. Main 
St., Brownsville, due to time 
that had elapsed, there was 
not probable cause to arrest 
driver. 

2:23 p.m. - Larry Dean 
Bergstrom arrested on SHMC 

warrant for FTC in theft case, 
3100 block Main St. Cited and 
released. 

3:43 p.m. - Caller reported 
suspicious male trying to 
open car doors at Sweet 
Home Library, 1101 13th Ave. 
Officer responded, contacted 
Joshua Kealohanui Ben Leslie, 
who was excluded from city 
property for 30 days, cited for 
four SHMC warrants for tres-
passing. Cited and released. 

4:18 p.m. - Allen Dale Ensley 
arrested, after he turned him-
self in at SHPD, 1950 Main St., 
on SHMC warrant for FTA in 
criminal misconduct cases, on 
Oregon State Parole Board 
warrant. Lodged at Linn 
County Jail. 

4:37 p.m. - Tyler Cain, 26, of 
Sweet Home, arrested by 
LCSO on SHMC warrant  for 
FTA in strangulation case, and 
LMC warrant, 46400 block 
Quartzville Rd. Cited and re-
leased. Report taken. 

5:30 p.m. - Connor Ray Mc-
Mullen arrested, after he 
turned himself in at SHPD, 
1950 Main St., on SHMC war-
rant for FTC in DUII case. 
Cited and released. 

7:29 p.m. - Brandon Ryan 
Freeman arrested on SHMC 
warrant for FTC in carrying 
concealed weapon case, FTA 
in trespassing case, and on 
Linn County probation viola-
tion warrant, Safeway, 1540 
Main St. Lodged at Linn 
County Jail. 

See more of this week’s  
public safety listings, as well 
as updates, at sweethome-
news.com.
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621 Main Street, Suite A
Located inside Thri�way

541-367-6777

Huskies spikers battle on road against  
Stayton and Cascade to close season
By Keeghan Gittins
For The New Era

Sweet Home’s volleyball 
team wrapped up its 2025 
season on the road with two 
tough matchups against Top-
10-ranked opponents Stay-
ton and Cascade. 

The Huskies showed grit in 
both contests, forcing the 
league leaders to work for ev-
ery point.

Despite being ranked 15th 
in the state, the Huskies sit 
fourth in the Oregon West 
Conference, and a postsea-
son berth, “…doesn’t seem to 
be going in our favor, unfor-
tunately…” said Head Coach 
Katie Dargis.

Sweet Home finished the 
season 10-12 overall and 3-7 
in league play after a year of 
growth and determination 
that Dargis described as a 
“…building block for more 
successful years ahead.”
Stayton 3, Sweet Home 1

The Huskies opened their 
final week on the road at No. 
10 Stayton, where they com-
peted well against one of the 
league’s best, taking the first 
set before ultimately falling  
23-25, 25-15, 25-16, 25-12.

“We did compete better 
against Stayton this time 

than we did the first, we even 
took a set from them,” Dargis 
said. “I’m happy with how the 
girls competed, especially at 
Stayton. We struggled to get 
our block up in time on their 
quick and lower sets, but still 
a lot of positives came from 
that game.”

Sweet Home’s defense was 
a bright spot. Karissa Jewell 
and Miley Smith led the team 
with 17 and 15 digs, respec-
tively, followed by Kaitlyn 
Kennedy (14), Trinity Victor 
(11), and Aubrey Newberry 
(10). “Even though our block 
didn’t do so great, we dug up 
a lot of balls to keep rallies 
going,” Dargis said.

Serving was another area 
of success as Jewell went a 
perfect 10-for-10 from the 
line. Offensively, Kennedy 
recorded 14 kills, Newberry 
added eight, and Victor tal-
lied 27 assists to pace the 
Husky attack.
Cascade 3, Sweet Home 1 

Sweet Home closed out its 
season Thursday, Oct. 24,  at 
No. 2 Cascade, battling hard 
and taking one set from the 
Cougars to finish 25-20, 19-
25, 25-10, 25-16.

“They competed really well 
against Cascade,” Dargis said. 

“I was happy that we made 
them have to work to get 
their points. We played bet-
ter than the first time, and 
our block came out a bit 
stronger tonight too.”

The Huskies were sharp at 
the service line. Kennedy led 
with six aces, while Jewell 
went 15-for-15, Tori Victor 9-
for-9 with one ace, and Trin-
ity Victor 8-for-8 with one 
ace. Jewell also anchored the 
serve receive game, earning 
praise from Dargis for her 
consistency and accuracy.

Kennedy paced the offense 
again with nine kills, while 
Trinity Victor handed out 46 
assists and Jewell notched 12 
digs.

“One thing that hurt us 
overall was overpasses when 
we passed those digs too 
high, Cascade took advan-
tage,” Dargis said. “But I’m 
just happy they put up a good 
fight, treated each other well, 
and finished off our season 
strong.”

Sweet Home’s four seniors 
Aubrey Newberry, Keira 
Johnson, Miley Smith, and 
Trinity Victor helped lead the 
Huskies to a competitive and 
much-improved season.

PUBLIC SAFETY
From page 3
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Hannah Sieminski and Ka-
triona Harris of Sweet Home 
placed first and second, re-
spectively, in the 4A Division 
individual competition at the 
Oregon Cheer Coaches Asso-
ciation All-State Competition 
on Oct. 18 at South Albany 
High School. Sieminski, a 
sophomore, and Harris, a se-
nior, both qualified for the 
All-State and will receive aca-
demic scholarships. 

In the 4A stunt group divi-
sion competition, Sweet 
Home Group 1 placed first 
and Group 2 was third, with 

Newport finishing second. 
Sweet Home also won the 4A/
3A/2A/1A group stunt title in 
2024. 

In the 4A/3A/2A/1A coed 
group stunt division compe-
tition, Sweet Home Group 1 
finished third, behind two 
Gladstone teams. 

Lebanon senior  Addy Pick-
les was the 5A individual 
champion for the fourth 
straight year. 

Sweet Home will host its 
annual Cheer Classic compe-
tition on Jan. 17.

Huskies go 1-2 in individual cheer

Sweet Home cheer team members include, in front, from left, 
Hannah Sieminski, Ember Ogden, Evie Hostetter and Aylah Ma-
gallanes. In the second row, from left, are Caira Erspamer, 
Madalyn Murray, Addison Lynn, Emmalin Rosa, Katriona Harris, 
Velvet Smith and Madi Hearick. In the rear, from left, are Ashlynn 
Beebe, Elizabeth Hankins, Taylee Rosa, Joseph Jazmin, Natalie 
Conn, Grace Gardner and Lylah Allison. Not pictured are Emma 
Lehr and Ava Padua. 

CONNECT Linn County (CLC) held an expanded version of 
its annual Trunk or Treat Harvest Festival at Pioneer Park 
on Saturday, Oct. 25.  At left, Steve Buckley and Jamie Har-
ila, of Brownsville, offer candy from the trunk of their SUV. 
Above,  Families await  their chance to be presented in the 
costume contest. Below, Young adults wait to find out 
which one of their costumes would be selected as a win-
ner. See more photos and details at sweethomenews.com. 

Photos by Sarah Brown

Community Harvest Festival in Brownsville
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Friday, Oct. 31st • 3:30-5:00

Keep an eye out for the orange poster in the window
it means the business is participating.

Dairy Queen
1364 Main St., Sweet Home
(541) 367-2622

Figaro’s Pizza
1323 Main St., Sweet Home
(541) 367-5353

Sweet Home Sanitation
1325 18th Ave., Sweet Home
(541) 367-2535

Steelhead Fitness
1295 Main St., Sweet Home
(541) 262-1560

Wendi Melcher Team – Home
Smart Realty Group
1575 Main St., Sweet Home
(541) 409-4813

McDonald’s
2000 Hwy 20, Sweet Home
(541) 367-5516

NAPA Auto Parts
899 Main St., Sweet Home
(541) 367-6966

Speedee Mart
1501 Main St., Sweet Home
(541) 367-2092

Downtown Restaurant & Lounge
1234 Main St., Sweet Home
(541) 818-0447

Subway
1280 10th Ave., Sweet Home
(541) 224-8418

Keesecker Insurance
1195 Main St., Sweet Home
(541) 367-2141

Sweet Home Meat Market
1030 Long St., Sweet Home
(541) 401-6328

Gregory Home Team
401 Main St., Suite A, Sweet Home
(541) 971-6356

Sweet Home Gift Shop
1262 Main St., Sweet Home
(458) 210-7292

Sweet Home Fire Department
1099 Long St., Sweet Home
(541) 367-5882

Sweet Home Police Department
1950 Main St., Sweet Home
(541) 367-2135

All Star Pizza
1203 Long St., Sweet Home
(541) 367-4040

Sweet Home Funeral Chapel
1443 Long St., Sweet Home
(541) 367-2891

Columbia Bank
1890 Main St., Sweet Home
(541) 367-7070


