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Packing Thanksgiving Boxes for Needy
Members of the 
Sweet Home High 
School Leadership 
Class pack food 
boxes during the 
school's annual 
Thanksgiving Food 
Drive last week. 
Students collected 
enough food for 60 
families during the 
drive. The boxes 
were delivered 
Monday, Nov. 24, in 
time for Thanksgiv-
ing. 

Photo courtesy of 
Ryan Adams

The New Era will be 
closed Thursday and 
Friday. We will return 

on Monday, Dec. 1.

See Redistricting, Page 8

SHHS awaits final decision on potential move to 3A
By Scott Swanson
Of The New Era

When the Oregon School Ac-
tivities Association Classifica-
tion and Redistricting Com-
mittee holds what likely will be 
its final meeting this Monday, 
Dec. 1, at OSAA headquarters 
in Wilsonville, Sweet Home 
High School is likely to find it-
self competing in a new divi-
sion in athletics and music. 

That’s because the Huskies 
are on a list of schools request-
ing a move down in classifica-
tion, which have had difficulty 
competing in various sports at 
the 4A level. The Redistricting 
Committee’s latest draft pro-
posal, which came out of its 
Nov. 19 meeting, has Sweet 
Home moving down to the 3A 
Division. 

“It’s not 100% yet, but if 
things shake out the way we 
think they might, then we 
would likely be a 3A school in 
our team sports,” said Athletic 
Director Dan Tow. 

Sweet Home is dominant in 
wrestling and swimming at the 
4A level (and below in swim-
ming, which combines 1A, 2A, 
3A and 4A schools in a single 
division). The Huskies played 
for the state championship in 
volleyball in 2019 and won a 
pared-down state tournament 
(that didn’t include some of the 
perennial contenders) in 2021 
during COVID. Sweet Home’s 
volleyball and softball teams 
are regular state tournament 
qualifiers, which usually 
means they finished in the top 
three in the league. 

The Huskies are also gaining 
ground in track and field and 
cross-country, with a young 
team that has started to turn 
heads as a contender in the 
tough Oregon West Confer-
ence, in which most top finish-
ers also finish high in the state 
championships. Cheer in 
Sweet Home is also a regular 
contender at the state level. 

Football teams in Oregon are 

assigned to special regions; 
Sweet Home is in Special Dis-
trict 3, which is a combination 
of Sky-Em and Oregon West 
teams, and, this year, 5A-Divi-
sion Crescent Valley, which is 
playing down for the same rea-
sons that Sweet Home is seek-
ing redistricting. 

“Football has an ad hoc,” Tow 
said. “We were four and five 
this year, quite a bit better. 
Prior to that, our football team 
had, you know, a two-win sea-
son, a zero-win season. So any-
way, but football has its own 
special league.”

But not so for soccer, basket-
ball and baseball. They all have 
perennially finished in the 
depths of the powerful Oregon 
West League, which regularly 
sends teams to the state finals 
in nearly every sport. 

Tow said coaches in those 
sports have expressed interest 
for “as much as two years, 
something like that,” in re-
questing a move down. 

Criteria for “playing down,” 
as it is called, include perpet-
ual losing as well as poverty 
rates. Sweet Home rates high 
on both counts, Tow said  – 
particularly, soccer and girls 
basketball (see chart).

“One of the main criteria for 
the OSAA to qualify to play 
down is that your team sports 
– not your individual sports – 
had a 20% or lower winning 
percentage in the previous 
four-year period. We’ve been 
just over 20% – we’re 20.8.” 

Based on the number of 
SHHS students who receive 
free or reduced-cost lunch, he 
said, “we’re one of the highest 
in the state.” 

Tow said after conversations 
with coaches and Principal 
Ralph Brown, the school de-
cided to make the request.

“Not everyone was in favor, 
but a large number of our 
coaches were very much in fa-

Trotting with Thankfulness
Participants in the 
Thankful Trot 1 
Mile Fun Run take 
off from the start 
at Community 
Chapel, where the 
inaugural event 
was held Saturday 
morning, Nov. 22. 
The event was 
held to raise 
money for local 
nonprofit food 
programs. See 
more photos on 
page 8. 

Photo by 
Scott Swanson



ing wife, 
April, his 5 
c h i l d r e n : 
Tressa, Ty-
m a l a y a , 
James Jr, An-
thony and 
Tyler, 15 grandchildren and 
six great grandchildren.

Sweet Home Funeral 
Chapel is handling all ar-
rangements.

Death Notices
John Flick
Sept. 17, 1952 - Nov. 19, 2025

 John Patrick Flick, 73, of 
Sweet Home passed away 
Nov. 19, 202. 

Sweet Home Funeral 
Chapel is handling the ar-
rangements. For updated 
information, visit www.
sweethomefuneral.com.

 Joyce McNelly
March 18, 1944 - Nov. 21, 
2025

Joyce Kate Waldroup Mc-
Nelly, 81, of Lincoln City 
passed away Nov. 21, 2025. 

Sweet Home Funeral 
Chapel is handling the ar-
rangements. For updated 
information, visit www.
sweethomefuneral.com.

Donna Shortreed
March 8, 1926 - Oct. 22, 
2025

Donna Alice Shortreed, 
99, of Sweet Home, passed 
away Oct. 22, 2025. 

A graveside service will be 
noon Saturday, Nov. 29, at 
Gilliland Cemetery.

Sweet Home Funeral 
Chapel is handling the ar-
rangements. For updated 
information, visit www.
sweethomefuneral.com.

Tom, Delbert, Earl, Brenda, 
Ron and Bryan, along with 
18 grandchildren, 29-plus 
great-grandchildren, and 
one great-great-grandchild. 

After Virginia Leona’s 
passing, he married Leona 
Kropf in 2013.

A memorial service will be 
at 1 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 6, at 
Sweet Home Funeral 
Chapel. 

Sweet Home Funeral 
Chapel is handling the ar-
rangements. 

James Shuell Sr.
Nov. 16, 1947 - Nov. 11, 2025

 James Michael Shuell, Sr. 
77, passed away Nov. 11, 
2025, surrounded by his 
wife and children.

He was born Nov. 16, 194, 
in Oregon City  to Richard 
and Mary Jane Shuell. He 
lived in Oregon City until 
his retirement to Sweet 
Home in 2020 with his wife, 
April.

A blue-collar man 
through and through, James 
worked hard in every facet 
of the scrap metal industry 
and could often be found 
tinkering with metal, even 
well into his retirement.

While work was a hobby 
for James often uncovering 
unique and sometimes rare 
treasures – the outdoors 
were where he found his 
truest peace. 

He loved the outdoors and 
was an avid fisherman, en-
joying long, quiet days on 
the water, often with his 
children in tow.

 His gift of understated wit 
and gentle humor brought 
levity and comfort to those 
who knew him best. A 
sometimes reserved and 
unassuming man, when 
James spoke, those around 
him were always inclined to 
lean in and listen.

More than anything, 
James loved his family. 

He is survived by his lov-

Delbert Goss
Sept. 13, 1935 - Nov. 15, 2025

Delbert “Bert” Frances 
Goss, 90, of Sweet Home, 
passed away, 
Nov. 15, 2025 
with family 
by his side. 

He was 
born on Fri-
day the 13th 
in September 
1935 in 
Mount Hood to Odie Earl 
and Daisy Mildred (Chan-
dler) Goss.

Bert was a lifelong mem-
ber of the Church of Christ, 
admired for his faith, 
artistry, gardening, love of 
rocks, and kindness.

Bert had seven siblings: 
Eleanor, Erlene, Bucky, 
Carol, Phillip, Gayla, and 
Kelsey.

 He married Virginia 
Leona Baxter in 1955 and 
they raised six children: 
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OBITUARIES

The New Era went with Jeff and Irene Warren, and Ben and Micheal Mattheisen on a 
cruise to Canada. Here they are at a stop in Sydney, Nova Scotia.

This week’s ICEBOX Performer of 
the Week goes to Chelsea Nicholson 

from our boxing & crating team!

Her area is where a lot of the action 
happens—where units fresh out of 

testing are prepared and sent out for 
shipping. It can get congested fast, 

but Chelsea keeps it clean, 
organized, and moving.

Consistent. Focused. Reliable.

Thank you, Chelsea, for being a key 
part of what keeps RSH running 

smooth & strong!

5 4 1 - 3 6 7 - 4 8 9 6
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TEMPERATURES FORECAST

PRECIPITATION LAKE LEVELS

DATE DAY WEATHERHIGH HIGHLOW LOWPRECIP
November
November
November
November
November
November
November

Thur
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tues
Wed

Showers
Showers

AM Showers
Partly Cloudy
Partly Cloudy
Partly Cloudy
PM Showers

Year to date:
November 27, 2024:

24.02
29.89

Foster Reservoir:
Green Peter Res.:

615.3
778.7

54
48
46
46
51
48
54

53
50
47
46
47
47
47

43
38
31
31
34
35
33

35
34
37
38
35
42
41

0.27
0.02
0.00
0.06
0.00
0.11
0.18

43
43
43
42
42
42
42

20
21
22
23
24
25
26

PUBLIC SAFETY

Crossword KEY
Puzzle on page 13

SUDOKU KEY
Puzzle on page 13

Information for the Public Safety report and Courts in The New Era is 
sourced from local law enforcement and fire agencies. Addresses provided 
generally denote the location of the incident or arrest, occasionally indicat-
ing the origin of the call. Incident details, which may not always be available 
from agencies in time for publication in our weekly paper edition, are often 
updated online at sweethomenews.com as information becomes available. 
Also, due to space limitations in our paper editions, content may be re-
stricted to the most recent information, and a more extensive version of the 
Public Safety Report will be available at sweethomenews.com. 
It is crucial to emphasize that our reporting of an individual’s arrest or cita-
tion for a crime does not imply guilt. Determination of guilt can only be es-
tablished through legal proceedings in court. We commit significant effort 
to following through as cases move through the judicial process.
Following is a list of abbreviations that may appear in our log reports: LCSO 
(Linn County Sheriff’s Office); SHPD (Sweet Home Police Department); OSP 
(Oregon State Police); LCCC (Linn County Circuit Court); LCJC (Linn County 
Justice Court); SHMC (Sweet Home Municipal Court); LMC (Lebanon Mu-
nicipal Court); AMC (Albany Municipal Court); FTA (failure to appear); FTC 
(failure to comply). A roman numeral listed after a charge means that the 
charge is that numbered-degree: theft I (first-degree theft).

CIRCUIT COURT

TODAYS FIRE DANGER IS

The fire danger information
provided is current at the time

of publication. For the latest and
most accurate updates, please

visit: oregon.gov/odf

LOW

Warrants are out on the 
following individuals: Travis 
Alexander Ayres, Raymond Paul 
Binford, Lloyd William Bly, 
Kristina Larizza Boswell, Hope 
Marie Connors, Christopher 
Frances Ciullo, Kelsey Nicole 
Ciullo, Jacob Scott Fisher, Ash-
lee Dee Flanagan, Sean Doyle 
Gay, Nicholas Gregory Godell, 
Aaron Thomas Halvorson, Noe 
Hernandez-Reyes, Michael 
Trevor Hilton, Daniel Henry 
Johnson, Tyler Bruce Lanz, 
Charles James Marvel, Thomas 
Junior McCarthey, Bryce 
William McGowan, Eric Wayne 
McKnight, Carrie Lynne Miller, 
Thomas Elbridge Miller, James 

Keith Mortensen, Nicholas Alan 
Nelson, Daniel Austin Phillips, 
Sean Ever Robinson, Tammy 
Lavonn Robinson, James Ryan 
Routon, Joshua Alexander 
Williams

Belle Eden Anway, 18, 
charged Oct. 27 with DUII 
(liquor) and reckless driving.

Elijah Lucas James Buck-
land, 23, placed in the diver-
sion program after pleading 
no contest to DUII (liquor) 
with a .11% BAC.

Emory Jordan Jamison, 29, 
placed in the diversion pro-
gram after pleading no contest 
to DUII (liquor) with a .15% 
BAC.

Nov. 21
7:57 a.m. - Caller reported 

aggressive geese in 4100 block 
Main St. who charge her when-
ever she walks by. Officer re-
sponded, contacted owner, 
who was advised of complaint. 

10:22 a.m.  -Caller reported 
one vehicle backed into an-
other in drive-thru in 2000 
block Main St. Officer re-
sponded, drivers exchanged 
info. Damaged estimated at 
under $2,500. 

10:47 a.m. - Caller reported 
theft of vehicle from 2100 
block Main St. Described as 
green four-door 1999 Mazda 
Protege, license 245QSQ. Re-
port taken. 

11:15 a.m. - Caller reported 
scam in 1500 block Tamarack 
St. Officer contacted caller, in-
formation noted. 

11:24 a.m. - Dustin Garrish, 
28, Thomas Garrish, 25, and 
Riley Clark, 23, all of Albany, 

cited for riding without ATV 
Safety Education Card. 25000 
block West Brush Creek Rd.

11:43 a.m. - Shelby Jordan 
Anderson, 28, of Sweet Home, 
cited for driving uninsured 
and for expired registration, 
Main St./22nd Ave.  

11:44 a.m. - Caller reported 
theft of chainsaw from truck 
bed in 1200 block Nandina St.  
Officer responded, report 
taken for theft II. 

12:14 p.m. - Makhaila Do-
lores Horn, 19, of Sweet Home, 
cited for speeding, 95/55, fol-
lowing too close, and failure to 
carry proof of insurance. San-
tiam Hwy./Horseshoe Loop. 

12:26 p.m. - Deputy re-
sponded to report of campfire 
in Pioneer Park, 200 W. Park 
Ave., Brownsville.  

12:58 p.m. - Brandy Lee 
Dozier, 40, arrested by Curry 
County Sheriff’s Office on 
SHMC warrant for FTC in 

criminal driving case. Cited to 
appear Dec. 10. 

1:07 p.m. - Caller reported 
his mother was assaulted, 
choked by male in 2200 block 
Long St. Male had left in vic-
tim’s vehicle. Officer re-
sponded, report taken for do-
mestic violence-assault IV, 
strangulation. Female trans-
ported by medics. 

1:38 p.m. - Caller reported 
FedEx driver ran over her patio 
furniture in 4200 block Main 
St.  Officer responded, infor-
mation noted. 

2:44 p.m. - Neil David Van 
Epps arrested on LMC warrant 
for probation violation, 43100 
block N. River Dr.  Cited and re-
leased. 

3:47 p.m. - Caller reported 
female in 1200 block 46th Ave. 
who needed to be trespassed. 
Officer responded, located fe-
male, who was trespassed. 

3:49 p.m. - Caller reported 
brother being taken advantage 
of by caregiver in 300 block 
Boulder Ridge Dr. Officer re-
sponded, investigation contin-
uing. 

7:31 p.m. - Drema Marie 
Fowler, 60, arrested on SHMC 
warrant in criminal case, LCCC 
warrant in DUII, resisting ar-
rest case, 1200 block Nandina 
St. Cited and released. Arrest 
came after caller reported 
neighbor videoing her at that 
location. 

7:35 p.m. - Deputy made at-
tempt to stop speeding vehicle 

in 200 block N. Main St., 
Brownsville.  Report taken for 
elude. 

7:53 p.m. - William E. Brin-
ton, 61, arrested on LMC war-
rant for contempt of court, 
cited for driving while sus-
pended, Main St./22nd Ave.  
Cited and released. 

9:05 p.m. - Driver cited for 
speeding, 37/25, 600 block N. 
Main St., Brownsville. Sheriff’s 
log did not include name, 
which will be updated online 
when it becomes available. 

10:13 p.m. - Driver cited for 
speeding, 41/25, 500 block N. 
Main St., Brownsville. Sheriff’s 
log did not include name, 
which will be updated online 
when it becomes available. 

Nov. 20
5:39 a.m. - Caller reported 

vehicle with no headlights, just 
a flashlight taped on the front, 
in area of Main St./49th Ave. 
Officer responded, but was un-
able to locate the vehicle. 

7:06 a.m. - Caller from Mr. 
Lucky’s Deli, 1207 Long St., re-
ported transients using busi-
ness’s trash and restrooms. 
Officer responded, trespassed 
males from location. 

7:31 a.m. - Caller reported 
male recording, being argu-
mentative with staff at FAC, 
1450 24th Ave. Officer re-
sponded, male was trespassed.

See more and updated
Public Safety Reports at

sweethomenews.com

Sweet Home
Pregnancy Care Center

Open Mon. & Wed. 12-5pm
1344 Main St. • SHPregnancy.org • 541-367-2447

Free parenting classes to help
with practical resources & information.

LARGE
SHOP!

W/S/G
PAID!
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A  L O C A L LY  O W N E D  N E W S P A P E R

FROM OUR FILES

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Nov. 30, 1950
A runaway auto wheel 

came to rest in the display 
window of Lew’s Sporting 
Goods store, spraying the 
corner at 12th and Main 
with shattered glass and 
causing an estimated $65 in 
damage. The driver of a 
Model A sedan was east-
bound on Main when he 
saw his left rear wheel sail 
past him in front of 
Gilbert’s Supermarket. The 
wheel bounded 225 down 
the street, bounced from 
the curb to the marquee of 
Lew’s and ricocheted down 
through the plate glass win-
dow. It stopped atop a camp 
stove as part of an unsched-
uled window display.

Mr. and Mrs. Wright re-
turned home from a 
Thanksgiving visit in Port-
land to find someone had 
forced entry through a back 
window and helped them-
selves to about $25 worth of 
pantry items, as well as a 
turkey.

Nov. 26, 1975
The Committee for a New 

County decided to unoffi-
cially establish Santiam 
County, even though it will 
not be sanctioned by law. 
Mollie’s Bakery was desig-
nated as the unofficial 
courthouse, and there will 
be an unofficial election, 
newspaper of record and 
elective offices. The new 
unofficial county will be 
within the bounds of the 

Sweet Home School Dis-
trict, and a sign on Hwy. 20 
will read, “Welcome to San-
tiam County, Formed 1976.” 
A county flag is being de-
signed and “By Dam, Vote 
Santiam” bumper stickers 
and buttons will be for sale. 
A petition to officialize the 
county is still being passed 
around.

Eighty people partici-
pated in the first annual 
Turkey Trot by Sweet Home 
Parks and Recreation. Six 
turkeys were given away as 
prizes. The object of the 
turkey trot was to run as 
close as possible to a pre-
race predicted time. Three 
boys – Donald Epperson, 
Steve Swank and Raymond 
Bauslaugh – each ran 
within one second of their 
predictions, while third-
grader Diane Kennedy was 
only four seconds away 
from her prediction.

Nov. 29, 2000
Voters approved a $1.9 

million bond measure al-
lowing Linn-Benton Com-
munity College to begin 
construction of a one-stop 
center in Lebanon serving 
East Linn County. In Sweet 
Home, the school district is 
expected to present a 
multi-million dollar bond 
to voters in March for 
building improvements and 
construction. If passed, the 
college would work with 
the district to develop an 
on-site college center in the 
high school.

Eight families will have a grateful Thanksgiving this year in 
1975, thanks to high school students who contributed enough 
food and money to provide food baskets for them. Pictured 
here are Kathy Rice, Julie Wagner and Rhonda Weld.

It takes a thief
Editor: 

Our non profit group 
makes and sells wreaths this 
time of year.  

Every year for the last six 
years, the first wreath is 
placed on the grave of a won-
derful friend to honor her. 

 Last Monday, I took that 
wreath and placed it on her 
grave. Two days later her 
husband went to visit the 
grave and the only thing 
there was the red ribbon. 
Someone had stolen the 
wreath. 

It's bad enough to be a thief 

but to steal something from a 
grave is a new low. 

I'd hope you would feel 
shame, but I doubt it.  You 
not only stole something, 
you hurt the people who cre-
ated the wreath in her honor.
Mary Betts
Foster 

Editorial: Thanks for another year
By Scott Swanson
Publisher

This is Thanksgiving week 
and I’m thankful to be writing 
this column. 

I’m thankful for God’s provi-
sion for The New Era, which 
was on the brink of financial 
collapse at this time last year. 
I know some might offer 
other explanations, but 
there’s no doubt in my mind 
that the recovery of this 
newspaper from near demise 
a year ago has been bigger 
than just me and Miriam, my 
wife. 

Readers will, no doubt, re-
call how, nearly a year ago I 
wrote an editorial outlining 
the problems the newspaper 
and its staff were facing and 
the fact that its demise was 
imminent – outside of a finan-
cial infusion from the com-
munity. We needed help.

The community stepped up 
to help – big time. 

The day after the editorial 
appeared, several people were 
lined up outside our front 
door when we opened in the 
morning and they were just 
the beginning of a community 
response that, all told, num-
bered some 150 people who 
stepped up with checks or 
cash donations. 

Plus, some local businesses 
purchased advertising, which 
has helped sustain us through 
the year. 

It became pretty clear 
pretty quickly that the com-
munity definitely still wanted 
its newspaper and we were 
going to go for it. 

When Miriam and I re-
turned, officially, on Jan. 1 of 
this year – we’d already been 
volunteering for a couple of 
months, simply to keep things 
afloat while we determined 
whether it was even feasible 
to move forward. We knew we 
had our work cut out for us. 
By Thanksgiving of last year, 
we’d had a chance to survey 
the situation, which was dire, 
and which resulted in that ed-
itorial. 

Not only did we have to re-
build the financial side of the 
business, but we needed help 
on the editorial side, which 
produces the stories and pho-
tos you read each week. The 
newspaper staff, which has 
never been large, had shrunk 
noticeably from the size it was 
when we had sold the opera-
tion in the summer of 2023. 

We’re very thankful for the 
volunteers and freelance 
writers and photographers 
who have stepped up to help 
us cover the community 

events and sports when our 
“official” staff has been spread 
too thin to get to everywhere 
at once, so to speak. (You can 
tell who these people are 
when you see stories bylined 
“For The New Era” or photos 
with the credit “Courtesy of 
So-and-So.”) Without them, 
the quality of our coverage 
would be greatly diminished. 

We’re very  thankful for the 
support the community has 
shown. When the money 
poured in, a group of commu-
nity leaders agreed to serve as 
an “accountability commit-
tee” to whom we reported 
how we were using the funds 
that had been donated, which 
lasted about three months – 
just long enough for us to re-
build some of the advertising 
and other revenue sources 
that had languished. 

Over the past year, people 
have constantly asked us how 
things were going with the 
newspaper. They let us know 
they care, and we appreciate 
that because, in the end, as 
I’ve said more than once in 
the past, The New Era is the 
Sweet Home community’s 
newspaper. Our role is to op-
erate it. 

Challenges Still
When we returned to The 

New Era, Miriam and I were 
very aware that the landscape 
for newspapers has changed 
drastically even since we took 
over the operation of The 
New Era in 2005. 

Google and social media 
have siphoned off a large por-
tion of the advertising dollars 
that used to go to newspa-
pers, and although advertis-
ing remains a major revenue 
source for us, it takes a lot of 
effort to stay on top of the wa-
ter, financially.

Thankfully, we have a sea-
soned and dedicated staff 
who know how to do a lot 
with a little, and who have 
helped us recover. 

But it was clear to us when 
we returned that we need to 
find a way to improve the 
business side of the newspa-
per – which is what pays for 
the editorial staff who pro-
duce the news, sports and 
other community coverage 
you see each week. 

There have been other chal-
lenges as well. Our newspaper 
is printed in Klamath Falls be-
cause we have few other op-
tions any more. Most of the 
printers who once handled 
newspapers have ceased do-
ing so. 

That's why our page sizes 
are smaller than they used to 

be  – we literally have to take 
what we can get. I'm often dis-
appointed that we don't have 
more space in the newspaper 
for all the great photos we 
could be putting in, and for 
the Public Safety and courts 
reports. We put them online 
in full at sweethomenews.
com, but that doesn't help ev-
eryone. Advertising equals 
pages  – that's the simple for-
mula.

We’ve seen Sweet Home 
businesses owned by local 
people slowly disappear, usu-
ally due to retirements, and 
many of the retailers who 
have moved into town are 
chain stores. They have local 
staffs, but the owners are far, 
far away. And they show little 
interest in supporting or par-
ticipating in local community 
efforts, including its newspa-
per.

What's Next? 
As many readers know, we 

started a monthly community 
newspaper in Lebanon in 
2016, the Lebanon Local, in 
response to increasing signs 
that the long-standing 
Lebanon Express, which was 
at one time a thriving news-
paper, was circling the drain. 
It ceased publication not long 
after. 

Our goal all along was to 
turn that into a weekly for 
Lebanon, but it didn't happen. 

It’s become clear to us that 
the best solution for provid-
ing a financially stable opera-
tion for your local newspaper 
is to expand it to cover the en-
tire east Linn County. So we 
plan, on Jan. 1, to combine 
Lebanon Local with The New 
Era to form a (hopefully) 
larger newspaper that can 
benefit from a wider business 
community – both Lebanon 
and Sweet Home, and will 
provide better coverage for 
Lebanon than our monthly 
has been able to over nine 
years.

There will be some changes, 
particularly in sports cover-
age, which I’ll detail more 
thoroughly next month, but I 
think – and many people in 
Sweet Home have told me this 
as well, that this will actually 
be a true win-win for the 
readership of both newspa-
pers, hopefully resulting in 
more staffing and  coverage of 
the entire east end of the 
county   – and more financial 
stability.

More on that to come. 
Given what’s happened 

over the past year, though, I’m 
grateful that we still have The 
New Era in which I can tell 
you that. 
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By Roberta McKern
For The New Era
At the East Linn Museum, we 
have been browsing through a 
book of poetry entitled,

“Songs of the Santiam,” writ-
ten by William Ralph Mealey, a 
well-known resident of the

Foster area before the San-
tiam’s song was altered by the 
building of the Foster dam

reservoir. 
Bill composed rhyming 

verses throughout much of his 
life, although he was best 
known as a lumberman and a 
farmer. Writing poetry was an 
intellectual pursuit, one in 
which he could be in touch 
with his memories of the past 
and especially with his love of 
the Santiam River and its natu-
ral charms.

Born in 1870, Bill died in 
1948, but fortunately for us, 
his grandson compiled his po-
ems

into “Songs of the Santiam.”
For many years, Bill and his 

brother, Orange Judd Mealey, 
operated a sawmill east of Fos-
ter. Their parents had earlier 

run a roadhouse for travelers 
going along the river to and 
from the Santiam Pass on the 
toll road, so Bill knew the river 
from a young age particularly 
from hunting and fishing along 
it.

There had even been a post 
office with the Mealey mark 
with Judd as postmaster.

(Post offices were fairly easy 
to get in the late 1800s if an 
area had a seemingly growing 
population.) When Bill and 
Judd took off for the Alaskan 
gold fields, the post office 
closed, ending the “Mealey” 
post mark in 1898.

Although Judd was close to 
Bill and had been in Alaska 
with him, in Bill’s poems about 
the Copper River, Judd is not 
mentioned. The poems are au-
tobiographical, for the most 
part. We speculate that Bill 
had a reluctance to include 
those he knew, perhaps feeling 
it would be an invasion of their 
privacy.

The Alaska trip fueled some 
of Bill’s poetry. Before their re-
turn to Oregon, they had 

dragged a sled about 1,000 
miles and Bill was inspired by 
their experiences along the 
Copper River, including sur-
vival through a terrible storm 
with only a flimsy tent and 
warm blankets to prevent 
death from the wind and in-
tense cold. Several poems fea-
ture the Copper River.

The gold of Alaska did not 
glitter for Bill and Judd. 

The waters of Bill’s favorite 
Oregon river offered a differ-
ent opportunity, and the two 
constructed a sawmill on the 
Santiam east of Foster. Though 
the numerous rumors claimed 
that Bill and Judd had come 
back with pockets full of gold, 
Bill said not so. 

But it stimulated his creative 
mind.

One poignant and very per-
sonal poem does appear in the 
book. Written after the death 
of his wife, Fanny Hamilton 
Mealey, following the birth of 
their sixth child, Bill departed 
from his usual aloofness to en-
vision her beautiful blue eyes. 

Their memory haunted him. 

She had been his great love. He 
did not remarry.

Nearly 100 years later, the 
late Rachel Fanny Vogel visited 
the museum and the Mealey 
family history there. Large 
photographs of Bill and Fanny 
hang among pictures of early 
East Linn settlers arranged 
around the main room. (She 
also volunteered in the re-
search room and she said her 
father would work all day and 
come home and sit at his type-
writer composing his poems.)

For Bill, writing poetry had 
much to do with the heart’s 
longings. Returning to the re-
newing quality of nature 
formed one of his main 
themes.

 In 1924, the mill burned. 
Sometime later, it featured in 
one of Bill’s poems entitled, 
“The Fir Has Claimed Its Own.” 
The mill’s remains had been 
overgrown by a fir tree and the 
site was going back to nature.

Bill might stress the impor-
tance of hard and steady work, 
but his verses often stressed 
his longing to be on the river 

fishing, or hunting. In various 
poems, trout ranked high, al-
though deer, grouse, and or a 
young bear, fed on huckleber-
ries, could appear on the 
menu. 

There was practicality re-
garding Bill’s views on the wild.

His poems also lean strongly 
towards farming. Indicating 
that he had a sense of humor, 
he invented an alter ego, a 
Scotch-Irish farmer of a re-
spectable age named William 
Andrew McQuirk. 

“Uncle Billy,” as he became 
called, had a Calvinistic view of 
hard work – it’s good for you – 
and, like Bill, a longing to visit 
a trout pool for a good mess of 
fat fish which would fry just 
right. Through Uncle Billy, Bill 
could regret the modern age 
which included tractors, cars, 
and motion picture shows. Un-
cle Billy believed in plowing 
with a steady, plodding horse. 
He wasn’t overly fond of the 
automotive age and he found 
the actions of actresses and ac-

Songs of the Santiam: Local poet’s work preserves history

See Local Poet, Page 6
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Sweet Home
Evangelical Church

Join us Sunday 10:30 am
FOLLOW US AT:

FACEBOOK.COM/SWEETHOMEEC

1347 Long Street • 541-367-4357

A Reconciling Congregation

11:00 am Worship
Free Meal - Tue, Wed & Fri - 5:00 pm

6th & Ironwood

Open Hearts,
Open Minds,

Open Doors

Sweet Home
United

Methodist
Church

541-367-3073

GATHERING
TIME

10:45 A.M.
890 Mountain View Rd.
541-967-HOPE (4673)
www.hope.church/sweethomeshcornerstonefellowship.org

1234 Long St., Sweet Home
541-367-6161

a foursquare church

SERVICES:
10 AM SUNDAY

Elm Street Baptist Church
Sunday Services:

9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship

5:00 pm Prayer Meeting
1150 Elm St. Sweet Home

541-367-5883

Mt. Calvary
Missionary Baptist

Church

1042 Pleasant Valley Rd.
541-818-0022

Sunday Service 11am
Come join us!

Bible Study
10 am Sundays.

New Life
Fellowship

In Christ

1266 44th Ave. PO Box 515

(formerly Sweet Home Mennonite)

541-367-2848 • shnlic.org

10:30 a.m. Worship Service
10:30 a.m. Children’s Church

541-367-2530
Father Scott Baier

St. Helen
Catholic Church

600 6th Ave, Sweet Home

www.sweethomecatholicchurch.com
Holy Mass

Sat. at 5:30 pm & Sun. at 9:00 am
Tues 5:30 pm & Wed-Fri 8:30 am

Confessions
Before Masses or 1st, 2nd & 3rd Sat.

4:00 - 5:00 pm
For Sacramental information call

We support The New Era!

tors on the silver screen de-
plorable.

Bill had Uncle Billy McQuirk 
talk in the vernacular. The ver-
nacular was meant to repro-
duce the speech of poorly edu-
cated people. Most of us had 
teachers who discouraged us 
from using words such as ain’t, 
git, jist, and I’m agoin. It was 
often used to poke fun at what 
was rural versus the urban. 

It was a very popular way of 
writing poems in the late 
1800s and early 1900s and 
writers looking for realistic ac-
curacy considering dialects, 
could drop so many g’s, make 
so many contractions, and cre-
ate so many strange spellings 
as to become undecipherable

But William Andrew Mc-
Quirk missed that fate. Even if 
he is sometimes critical of life, 
he knew the value of bacon 
and eggs and a good night’s 
sleep, not to mention a suc-
cessful day of fishing resulting 
in a mess of those fat trout.

John P. Russell edited and 
then owned The New Era for 
part of the time Bill was writ-
ing verse, and he and Bill were 
good friends. (The museum 
has their matching typewrit-
ers sitting side by side below 
the pictures of Bill and Fanny. 
“Standards” have an innova-
tive circular arrangement of 
the keys where the typefaces 
strike paper. The “Standards” 
are remarkable for not being 
very standard.)

John Russell also did 
sketches for The New Era us-
ing the vernacular, although 
when he produced one for the 
paper about Bill, he did not do 
so. 

 It seems likely Russell en-
couraged Bill’s poetic produc-
tion. Many of Bill’s poems 
could be used to mark holi-
days in The New Era. These in-
clude tributes to George 
Washington and Abraham 
Lincoln, as well as ones to the 
honored dead, those soldiers 
killed in our nation’s various 
wars. 

One such poem includes 
men dressed in uniforms of 
grey, blue, and khaki repre-
senting Confederates from the 
American Civil War, along 
with the Yanks from the Grand 
Old Army of the Republic, and 
those boys in khaki represent-
ing World War I and perhaps 
World War II depending on 
when the poem was written. 

When Bill died in 1948, the 
latter war was still ending, 
considering the occupations of 
Japan and Germany. 

It strikes us that Bill’s friend-
ship with Russell may have led 
to his becoming known as the 
“Poet of the Santiam.”

He also wrote about Sweet 
Home, mainly a lament re-
garding the proposed 
damming of his favorite river. 
In the 1940s such a proposal 
was made with the dam situ-

ated north of the town at the 
Narrows. All Sweet Home 
and up the valley would be 
drowned; Bill and the town 
were against it.

Bill wrote of having a cabin 
up a hill where he could es-
cape to tranquility. In poems, 
the usual mess of trout fea-
tured as a satisfying meal. For 
his bed, hemlock boughs 
sufficed with his folded jacket 
for a pillow. There he might 
remember instances about 
which he wrote such as the 
trips seeking gold in Alaska’s 
Copper River. 

Many years after his 1898 
experiences, he wrote of vis-
iting abandoned diggings on 
Quartzville Creek when his 
knowledge of earlier times let 
him see where gold seekers 
had moved rocks and gravel 
around and he’d found a 
worn-out sluice box dis-
carded in the bushes. 

The poem was one of sev-
eral in which he realized time 
does not go backwards.

Many times, in the Poet of 
the Santiam’s verses, solitude 
stirred the secret longings of 
the human heart.

At the East Linn Museum, 
we are grateful to have a copy 
of Bill Mealey’s “Songs of the 
Santiam.” Like many of his 
poems, artifacts in the mu-
seum and collections inspire 
us to look back and wish we 
could actually return to the 
past. But even if we can’t go 
back, we can remember 
through Bill’s poems and per-
haps be inspired to look into 
our own histories while 
putting together a verse or 
two. We can appreciate and 
be inspired by the Poet of the 
Santiam.

The museum will be closed 
for the months of December 
and January, opening again 
in February.

So, we wish you happy hol-
idays!

LOCAL POET
From page 5

William and Fanny Mealey
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1295 MAIN ST
541-262-1560

Happy Thanksgiving
The Wendi Melcher Team

1575 Main St Sweet Home

Wendi Melcher
541-409-4813

Brittani Albrecht
541-971-9281

By Scott Swanson
Of The New Era

The 43-day government 
shutdown created some anx-
ious moments for the Sweet 
Home Fire and Ambulance 
District,  Fire Chief Nick Tyler 
told district board members 
Tuesday night, Nov. 18. 

As the shutdown continued, 
he said, he was faced with pos-
sible layoffs as Medicaid and 
Medicare reimbursements 
from the federal government 
dried up in October and early 
November. 

Tyler said that with a week 
left in October, the department 
had received $13,000 in ambu-
lance revenue, which was 
about one-tenth of its normal 
receipts for a month.  

He said he started scrutiniz-
ing all the department’s spend-
ing and “we cut spending on 
anything above $500.” 

“I was looking at everything. 
It was full-on panic.” 

He told board members that 
although some money has 
trickled in from California, the 
district is still owed some 
$722,000 for firefighting oper-
ations in other parts of the 
state and the nation. 

The resumption of federal 
government operations has 
started to trickle in, Tyuler 
said, adding that the district 
had collected $118,953 as of 
the meeting.

Also, he said, the district is 
waiting for reimbursements 
for the seismic retrofits to Sta-
tion 23 in Crawfordsville. He 
told board members SHFAD 
had only received 12% of the 
full $722,000 it expected to re-
ceive from out-of-district fire-
fighting and seismic grants. 

“I’m in a much better mood 
right now,” he told the board. “I 
don’t think we’re looking at lay-
offs.” 

He confirmed later that the 
district had received all 
$400,000 that it was owned 
from the California wildfires. 

Board members also unani-

mously authorized the district 
to spend $550,000 each for two 
Type 6 brush engines, which, 
Tyler said, will be the final 
large purchases from the $3.33 
million  seven-year bond vot-
ers approved by voters in May 
2024. 

Lt. Josh Bondensen said the 
company he has been working 
with, Rebel Brush Trucks of 
Henderson, Nev., has cut the 
prices for the vehicles from 
“the $340,000 range,” which 
the department, especially 
Tyler, “was not too excited 
about,” to $275,000 each. 

Rebel can deliver the vehi-
cles within six months, and will 
pay $1,000 for each week it ex-
ceeds that deadline, which far 
exceeds other dealers, he said. 

The district had come up 
with “things we could do on 
our own that would save us 
considerable money,” and had 
cut some features “we don’t 

particularly need” Bondesen 
said, and Rebel’s CEO agreed to 
the $275,000 price. 

“There’s nothing else we 
need to add or take away that’s  
going to be big-ticket, price-
wise,” he said. “I was very 
happy they worked with us.”

The brush trucks will be the 
Elite package, mounted on 
flatbeds.

Tyler noted to the board that 
when Sweet Home shows up at 
wildfires with quality equip-
ment, that can be a recruiting 
tool for the department. 

The district has already or-
dered two ambulances, which 
are scheduled to be delivered 
in February and September of 
next year,  and has purchased a 
wood chipper for the Wildfire 
Risk Reduction Program.

Tyler said the only remain-
ing items are upgrades to the 
department’s radio system. 
In other action: 

• Board Member Jim Yon vol-
unteered to serve on a Health 
Insurance Committee that will 
review the district’s health in-
surance for its employees. As-
sistant Chief George Virtue 
will also serve on the commit-
tee, along with two union rep-
resentatives. Tyler said a 
staffer from WHA Insurance 
Agency Inc. of Eugene, the dis-
trict’s insurance provider, will 

assist the committee. 
• Heard from department 

Chaplain Michael Caruso that 
he and his wife have  re-
sponded to “60-plus” calls this 
year. He said they make rounds 
each week to check on staff, 
“how they are doing.”  Also, 
Caruso reported, he and his 
wife are taking classes in stress 
adaptive protocol and counsel-
ing.

Fire chief: Goverment shutdown caused some 'full-on panic' 

6191 Hwy 20 E.
Foster, OR 97345

541.367.5629

fosterlakervresort.com

Foster Lake RV Resort is located in 
the foothills of the Cascade 

mountain range. We offer nightly, 
weekly & monthly RV reservations.

There is onsite laundry, seasonal 
pool, off street parking. Within close 

proximity to Sweet Home and 
Lebanon, Oregon. Beautiful Foster 
Lake is directly across the highway 
and offers fabulous views. We are 
within 1 hr travel time to Salem, 

Eugene, or Corvallis. Super location!

Please call to schedule your vacation or long term stay.
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1010 MAIN STREET • 541-367-4893
Prices and participation may vary. Limited time only. Tax extra. 2017 A&W Restaurants, Inc.

Regular
Size $4.49

FREE POOL ALL DAY EVERY DAY!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 11A.M. - 2:30A.M.
1200 12TH AVE, SWEET HOME • 541-367-5119

FREE Medium Fries and Medium Soft Drink
with purcahse of a premium sandwich valued at $3 or more

EXPIRES 12/31/2025

Valid only at McDonald's in Sweet Home, Lebanon
Salem, Keizer, and Stayton locations. Prices may
vary. Not Valid with any other offers, discouts or

coupons. Cash value 1/20 or 1 cent. Limit one
coupon per person per visit. Coupons may not be
transferred, auctioned, sold, or duplicated in any

way or transmitted via electronic media. Valid
wen products served. May not be valid for 

custom orders. Coupons must be presented at
time of purchase. Void where prohibited.

@ 2023 McDonalds 

vor of petitioning to go down 
and seeing what that would 
look like.” 

“It would be a good move for 
a lot of our sports,” he said. “I 
don't like it very well for cross- 
country and track, though it'd 
be OK. We were pretty good 
this year. I wish we could keep 
track and cross-country and 
softball where they are.” 
Not Necessarily Permanent

Tow noted that the move 
could only last a couple of sea-
sons, depending on how the 
Huskies do. 

“It can change, year-to-year, 
so it’s not a done deal for four 
years. I would think that we 
would play down for two years, 
but that’s not etched in stone.” 

The redistricting committee 
will meet Dec. 1 and is ex-
pected to finalize its proposal 
on moving teams around in 
the state. Their recommenda-
tions will then go to the Execu-
tive Board on Dec. 15. 

The committee, which has 
met six times since Aug. 11, is 
made up of 15 school repre-
sentatives representing all the 
size classifications in the state, 
as well as four OSAA staff 
members. The 4A DIvision 
representative is Nathan Stan-
ley, principal of North Marion 
High School, which is a mem-
ber of the Oregon West Con-
ference in which Sweet Home 
currently competes. 

The committee has bounced 
back and forth between re-
turning to five divisions from 
the current six, but seems to 
have settled on maintaining 
the current six divisions. In 

that process, Sweet Home has 
been moved back and forth be-
tween its current OWC and the 
3A Division Mountain Valley 
Conference, which currently 
includes three fairly recent 
conference rivals: Elmira, Sis-
ters and La Pine, along with 
Creswell, Pleasant Hill and 
Harrisburg. The committee 
has produced seven draft pro-
posals, the most recent of 
which Oct. 29 would remake 
the Mountain Valley Confer-
ence to add Sweet Home and 
Trinity Lutheran of Bend, 
which is requesting a move up 
in classification. Elmira would 
move from the 3A back to the 
4A Sky-Em League. 

The committee appears to 
be determined to move Cen-
tral, which about 15 years ago 
was a league opponent of 
Sweet Home before moving to 
the 5A Division, to the Oregon 
West League; every realign-
ment proposal since Septem-
ber has had  the Panthers in 
the OWC, and one added Cres-
cent Valley, while moving 
Sweet Home to the Mountain 
Valley Conference. 

Coaches in sports that have 
struggled in the OWC said they 
expect to be more competitive 
when not constantly playing 
some of the state’s top teams.

“I would say that the pro-
posal would definitely increase 
our competitiveness across 
many of our sports programs,” 
said girls basketball coach 
Erika Evans. “But, of course, we 
don't know until it happens. 
Our proposed league would 
greatly increase our travel, 
though, so you never know 
how that may play into the 
equation as well.”

Tow also said he expects the 
move to “definitely increase 
our competitiveness across 
many of our sports programs. 
But, of course, we don't know 
until it happens! Our proposed 
league would greatly increase 
our travel though, so you never 
know how that may play into 
the equation as well!

Tough 4A Opposition
Boys soccer Head Coach Eric 

Stutzer noted that Sweet 
Home plays in one of the 
toughest soccer leagues in the 
state – at any level, and this 
year the Huskies’ 23-player 
roster was composed largely of 
underclassmen.. 

“Redistricting will help our 
program,” he said. 

“To put it in perspective, 
Stayon played North Marion 
and won the state champi-
onship this season. Over the 
last 11 seasons in which a 
championship was played, a 
team from our league took the 
state championship eight 
times. In only one of those sea-
sons, was a team from our 
league not represented in the 
state championship game. In 
five of those championship 
games, two teams from our 
league played each other.

“We are in a dominant 
league where in every league 
match, a team is potentially 
playing the eventual state 
champion. This reality has 
made us better, but it has also 
been highly discouraging for 
our players who are consis-
tently not competing against 
the same level of experience.”

Sweet Home is 30 miles dis-
tant from I-5 and a metropoli-
tan area, while other teams, 
such as Stayton and North 

Marion, either have easy ac-
cess to opportunities for club 
play  or have a strong popula-
tion of soccer aficionados. 

“We don't have strong youth 
programs for soccer in our 
community, so many of our 
athletes join during their 
freshman year with little to no 
competitive experience or 
skills, in contrast to our oppo-
nents, who have been playing 
together competitively much 
of their lives.” Stutzer said. 

“I strongly believe that redis-
tricting will help level the play-
ing field for us, but we are still 
going to need to focus on 
youth development and inten-
tionally create opportunities 
to up the level of competitive 
play in those programs.”

Stutzer added that the 
schools in the Mountain Valley 
Conference – Creswell, Sisters 
and Pleasant Hill – have strong 
youth feeder programs, which 
means Sweet Home will need 
to continue to focus on player 
development and building 
feeder programs and reaching 
out to younger children. 

‘Not a Walk in the Park’
Baseball Coach Evan Teter, 

who played his high school ball 
at Siuslaw, which was moved to 
the 3A Division several years 
ago and is to remain there, 
agreed. 

“We feel it will allow us to 
compete for a league title right 
away,” said Teter, who has held 

REDISTRICTING
From page 1

Photos by Jessica Sands
Participants in the Thankful Trot, above, start the 5K (3.1-
mile) fun run Saturday, Dec. 22.  The race was truly a fun 
run, without official timing, but the winner was Joseph 
Meeko, below left, closing in on the finish. Below right, Lin-
lelon Boyer and Conely Stutzman come down the home 
stretch. The event, organized by Haley Johnson, who said 
the turnout was "amazing," drawing some 100 partici-
pants. See more photos at sweethomenews.com. 

See Redistricting, Page 14

Sweet Home League Finishes Over Past 10 Seasons
2025-26   2024-25  2023-24  2022-23  2021-22  2019-20  2020-21  2018-19   2017-18*  2016-17* 

Boys Soccer   0-9-1        0-10        1-9       0-10         0-10       0-12        0-5        0-12      2-5-3   4-4-2***
Girls Soccer 0-10 0-10 2-8      1-8-1      0-11-1     2-8-2     0-4-1     1-10-1     2-8    5-5****
Boys Basketball *** 0-10 1-9      0-10         0-12        6-6         3-3       2-10     3-7    1-9
Girls Basketball *** 1-9 0-10     1-9          6-6         1-11        2-6       0-12     0-10    0-10 
Baseball  *** 3-12 1-14    1-14         3-12         ***         5-7       13-5     10-5**    11-4
*Sky-Em League **Tied for second in league (last playoffs appearance)
***Third-place finish in league
****Tied for third with Elmira with identical (5-5, 8-6-1 records, but lost tiebreaker)
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MARSHALL ARNDT 541-409-6156
LARSEN ARNDT 541-409-6154

DON ARNDT 541-409-6150
DONNY ARNDT 541-409-6153

Thanksgiving
Happy

We are grateful for our community

from all of us at

1524 Long St. • (541) 203-6408

Thanksgiving

Happy Thankgiving
1010 MAIN STREET • 541-367-4893
Prices and participation may vary. Limited time only. Tax extra. 2017 A&W Restaurants, Inc.

Walk-in Wednesday 12-5pm
CLINIC LOCATION

834 Goldfish Farm Rd. Albany, OR

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

• Monitor & Care for High Risk Feet (Diabetes, PVD, Neuropathy)
• Foot Assessments • Education • Trim/File Nails

• Corn/Callous Treatment • Manage Ingrown Toenails
• Reduction of Thick/Fungal Nail • Footwear Assessment

• Moisturizing Foot Rub • Medical Referrals

Feet Don’t Fail Me Now
Foot Care,  LLC.

Foot Care Services

Coach Steve Thorpe, 
above center, is sur-

rounded by his 
wrestlers Saturday, 

Nov. 22, during their 
annual outdoors work-

out, which is intended 
to reinforce concepts 
of teamwork and tak-
ing care of each other 

in difficult situations. 
For more photos, visit  

sweethomenews.com. 
At lower right, Thorpe 

urges on junior Riley 
Vaughan as he strug-

gles to hoist some 
heavy weight.  

Photos by Ryker Burr
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LOVE WHERE YOU LIVE, SHOP WHERE YOU LIVE.
EQUIPMENT

541-451-5213

"Powerful Equipment, Local Service"

1215 W AIRWAY ROAD
LEBANON OR 97355

CASCADEPOWERLEBANON.COM

HOURS: M-F 8AM-5PM
SAT 8AM-NOON

INSURANCE

(541) 367-5121

3037 Main St., Sweet Home
Ahegge@farmersagent.com

AUTO • HOME • LIFE • COMMERCIAL

Aaron Hegge, AGENT

INSURANCE

541-367-2141

Joel Keesecker
1195 MAIN STREET

JOLENE
MULLENIX
Loan Consultant
NMLS#853502

(541) 570-2322

www.loanDepot.com/jmullenix

LOANS

Equal Housing Opportunity | 56 E. Airport Rd.,
Lebanon, OR97355. loanDepot.com, LLCNMLSID

174457. Licensed by the ORDivision of Finance and
Corporate Securities, Mortgage Lending ML-4972.

(091923 120284-1723)

PLUMBING

(541) 367-5655

CCB #238181

New Construction • Remodels
Repairs • Service • Water Heaters

OWNER - MITCH CARTER
Office Hrs: Mon-Thu 8am - 4pm

INC.

REAL ESTATE

(541) 258-6100
oregonrealestateprofessionals.com
2345 S. Santiam Hwy., Lebanon

4691 HWY 20
sweethomervcenter.com

SWEET HOME
RV CENTER LLC

RVSales, Service, Repair, Parts,
Appliances, Awnings, Propane, Solar and Batteries!

RV Waste Dump Open 24/7 Stop in Today!

Established in 1974
Open 7 days a week

RV SALES & SUPPLIES

(541) 367-4293

MOBILE RV REPAIR SVC
AVAILABLE NOW

THRIFT STORE

3031 SOUTH MAIN
OPEN: TUES. - SAT 10AM - 4PM

NEW & USED MERCHANDISE

SUGARCITYGLEANERS@GMAIL.COM
NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION

541-367-3190

Family Owned

pointstire.com/sweethome

4420 Hwy 20

541-367-4579 (Alignment)

TIRES - WHEELS - SUSPENSION
ALIGNMENT - BRAKES - OIL CHANGE

TIRE / AUTO REPAIR

(541) 367-2462

Football Award winners are, in front, from left, Bridger Royer, Riley Vaughan, Dil-
lan Davis, Logan Estep, Gabriel Meadors and Brennen Eldridge. In the second 
row, from left, are AJ Rodriguez, Martin Chelstad, Luke Rosa, Bradyn McClure, 
Alex Bachand and Kaeson Walker. In the rear, from left, are Gunner Summers, 
Gavin Tyler, Kellen Hartsook and Daniel McCubbins. 

Dillan Davis, Luke Rosa named MVPs for resurgent football program
Dillan Davis and Luke Rosa were 

named Sweet Home’s football Most 
Valuable Players at the team’s awards 
dinner Sunday, Nov. 16. 

Coach Ryan Adams summarized the 
Huskies’ season, in which they went 7-
3 overall and 3-2 in Oregon West Con-
ference play, as one that included some 
“hiccups,” but resulted in a team that 
“continued and cemented their legacy.” 

Although Sweet Home’s first post-
season game since 2019 was the result 
of a forfeit by Philomath, Adams em-
phasized that his Huskies got to experi-
ence a varsity football winning season 
for the first time. But it took some time 
to adjust to a new reality, particularly 
during the first three games, which 
they won on their way to a 5-0 start.

“It was different than what they ex-
pected, or maybe even what was their 
role last year,” he said. 

“The first three games, you know, we 
were able to come out with wins, but 
the kids kind of struggled with stuff off 
the field. But once we got to that fourth 
and fifth game, I felt like our team re-
ally kind of settled into to our roles, and 
knowing what was expected of each 
person, and that allowed us to,  in my 
opinion, play two of our best games of 
the year at North Bend and at home 
against Marist.”

The Huskies showed “a ton of confi-
dence and hunger” going into the game 
against Marist, and thought they strug-
gled at Junction City and Crescent Val-
ley, “it's just another thing that we got 
to experience that the kids never have, 
being on a high like that and then hav-
ing to turn around and play another re-
ally good team,” Adams said. 

“We had our opportunities, but it was 
really cool experience to kind of see 

how our community responded and 
stuck with us after that.”

He said he was particularly proud of 
the way Sweet Home played in the sec-
ond half of a tough game at Philomath, 
then on the road at La Grande in the 
playoffs.

“It was, honestly, one of the most fun 
weeks of football that I've ever had 
coaching,” Adams said. “A really fun 
trip and we had a really good game – 
huge momentum swings. Keeghan 
(Gittins) was able to hit a big-time kick, 
the first time he's ever been in that mo-
ment, the first time we were ever in 
that moment since I've been a coach. 
And he knocked that through.”

Although the Huskies lost, the sea-
son ended with the team’s first winning 
season since 2018 and its first playoff 
appearance in six seasons.

“Just a lot of firsts for a long time, but 
more importantly, this team continued 
and cemented their legacy," Adams 
said. "That’s something for this pro-
gram to build on and progress towards 
for the years to come.”

The coach said he was particularly 
thankful for support from the coaches’ 
wives, “just how instrumental they all 
were to kind of change in the trajectory 
of this program and and then the par-
ents and the players for their role in all 
of it.”

“We had a ton of community sup-
port, and a lot of that was driven by our 
senior parents, and that that made, you 
know, one of the most fun seasons that 
I've been able to have.”

Team Awards
The team awards were voted on by 

the players and presented by the 
coaching staff. 

Adams said Rosa and Davis provided 

a  “foundational cornerstone for our 
team this year.”

Davis, a senior, was unquestionably 
the team’s offensive spark plug, scoring 
eight touchdowns and making some 
big plays along the way, some of which 
turned games for the Huskies. He was 
also named Best Offensive Back. 

“As anybody that watched any of our 
games knows, he was our big time 
playmaker,” Adams said. “And yeah, we 
tried a bunch of different ways to get 
him the ball. And more times than not, 
he did a lot of fun things with it.”

Davis finished with 27 catches for 

527 yards and carried 18 times for 121 
yards and a touchdown, and a punt re-
turn for a touchdown. 

Rosa, also a senior, led the team in 
tackles with 96 from his inside line-
backer position, including 59 solo 
stops, eight for losses, a forced fumble 
and three fumble recoveries. He was 
also named the Top Defensive Back, 
along with junior defensive back Bra-
dyn McClure, who had 23 tackles, 20 of 
them solos, three interceptions – one of 
which he returned for a touchdown, a 

See Football, Page 14
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Q: D o I h av e dry  ey es or allergies?
A: Although allergy season is in full swing some people
who have allergy type symptoms may in fact have dry
eyes. There are sfic pecieye drops for allergies and dry
eyes. It’s important to use the correct drop or you may
make your symptoms worse. Education or evaluation can
facilitate the right treatment. Dry eye is an inflammation
type condition in which there are insufficient tears to
lubricate and nourish the eye. Tears are necessary for
maintaining the health of the front surface of the eye and

for providing clear vision. People with dry eyes either do not produce enough tears or
have a poor quality of tears. Dry eye is a common and often chronic problem, particularly
in older adults. The primary approaches used to manage and treat dry eyes include adding
tears, conserving tears, increasing tear production, and/or treat the inflammation of the
eyelids or eye surface that contributes to the dry eyes. Ocular Allergies is the abnormal
response of sensitive eyes to contact with allergens and other irritating substances. Pollen
in the air is the most common cause of allergy symptoms but other things in the air such
as smoke, animal dander or fumes may also trigger an allergic response. The primary
approach to manage ocular allergy is avoidance of allergic triggers, cool compresses,
eyewash, oral anti-histamines or eye drops specific for allergies. Most eye drops used for
dry eyes are mainly used to increase volume of tears. Drops used for ocular allergies have
an anti-histamine component, which reduces the effects of histamine but also dry the eye.
Using an ocular allergy drop will make a dry eye problem feel worse. If you are unable to
find relief you should have your eyes evaluated to determine what condition you have and
the best treatment options available to you specifically.

Advanced Family Eyecare | Michael W. Stoner, O.D.
2245 Long Street, Sweet Home • 541-367-2188

Dr. Michael W. Stoner

Octogenarian volunteer Dean 
Hummer is stalwart at SHEM
By Satina Tolman
For The New Era

At nearly 83 years old, Dean 
Hummer begins four morn-
ings a week the same way – 
with a welcoming smile, a 
steady pace, and a determi-
nation to help fill food boxes 
at Sweet Home Emergency 
Ministries.

“The thing I enjoy so much 
is volunteering with SHEM,” 
Hummer said with a smile. “It 
gives me something to focus 
on rather than myself. I like 
getting out and helping peo-
ple.”

For more than a decade, 
volunteers have affection-
ately nicknamed one aisle in-
side the pantry “Hummer 
Lane,” the stretch where 
Hummer moves quickly and 
cheerfully, gathering items 
for dozens of families and in-
dividuals who need a little ex-
tra help. Her compassion is as 
steady as her work ethic, and 
she steps willingly into any 
job that needs doing.

“She is the very best of us,” 
said SHEM Director Cindy 
Rice, who has worked beside 
Hummer for years.

Hummer’s volunteer work 
extends beyond food boxes. 
As colder weather arrives, she 
also helps pack Ziploc bags 
filled with warm hats, gloves, 
and scarves for anyone who 

needs them. The bags are free 
at SHEM’s Carmen’s Closet. 
They once hung from a “Giv-
ing Tree” outside, but volun-

See Dean Hummer, Page 12

Photo courtesy of Satina Tolman
Dean Hummer works in the food pantry at SHEM, preparing for 
another food giveaway by the organization she’s volunteered 
with for more than a decade. 
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DIAL-A-BUS

SWEET HOME SHOPPER

CURB TO CURB IN SWEET HOME
MON-FRI 7 AM - 4 PM
CALL TO SCHEDULE
OFFICE HOURS 8-4

MON-SAT 9 AM - 4 PM
SHOP LOCAL- 4 TRIPS A DAY

THROUGH TOWN

LINN SHUTTLE
MON-FRI 6 AM - 10 PM - 10 ROUTES PER DAY
SAT 7 AM - 7:30 PM - 6 ROUTES PER DAY
CALL FOR APPROVED FLAG STOPS

STUDENTS RIDE FREE WITH STUDENT ID | ALL OTHERS $1 PER TRIP
ELECTRONIC TICKETS - DOWNLOAD THE TOKEN TRANSIT APP: TOKENTRANSIT.COM
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE OFFICE OR ON THE BUS.
ONLY CASH ACCEPTED BY DRIVERS (EXACT AMOUNT, NO CHANGE AVAILABLE)

SWEET HOME:
FOSTER
SH CITY HALL
HOY'S HARDWARE
13TH & KALMIA
SHEA POINT

LEBANON:
WALMART
LBCC
PARK & OAK

ALBANY:
LBCC MAIN CAMPUS
TRAIN STATION
HERITAGE MALL
DOWNTOWN
SAT ONLY: KOHL'S & WINCO

541-367-4775 | LINNSHUTTLE.COM  | FIND US ON FACEBOOK

Q: What are the worst drinks for my teeth?

A: Ironically, many of the foods and drinks
we enjoy the most aren’t good for us at all.

1. SODA. Two of the most harmful things
for our teeth are sugar and acid, and
carbonated beverages are full of both! The
teeth literally start dissolving under the
attack of the acid, leading to cavities.

2. SPORTS DRINKS. Like soda, they are often full of sugar and are
highly acidic. One study showed that lemon-lime Gatorade dissolved
more tooth enamel than any other drink, including Coke.

3. FRUIT JUICE. After reading to this point, you probably know why
this is on the list. Juice has lots of sugar and acid too. While it could
be considered a healthy option, most fitness experts will advise you
not to drink your calories. Eat the entire fruit instead, and enjoy the
health benefits of the fiber.
Drink lots of water, maintain a healthy diet and lifestyle, and see your
dentist regularly, to be sure your teeth stay in good shape!

Wolthuis Family Dentistry

Wolthuis Family Dentistry | Ivan H. Wolthuis, DMD, MAGD
1524 Long St. Sweet Home, OR • 541-367-2931 • www.SweetHomeDental.com

COMPLIMENTARY ORTHODONTIC CONSULTATIONS (reg. $85)

MEMBER OF: American Dental Association, Oregon Dental Association, Southern Willamette Dental Society,
Academy of General Dentistry (Master), International Association of Orthodontics

TRANSPORTATION
Dial-A-Bus – The Sweet Home Dial-a-Bus is a curb-to-

curb transportation system within the Sweet Home area
within the School District #55, from Crawfordsville to Cas-
cadia and as far west as Santiam Terrace. Rides are $1 with-
in a five-mile radius of our office at the Sweet Home Senior
Center. Over five miles, the charge is $2. Ten ride tickets
are available for $10. Caretakers riding with a passenger
ride at no charge. Call 24 hours in advance to schedule a
ride at (541) 367-4775.

Linn Shuttle – The Linn Shuttle operates on a scheduled
route, traveling from Sweet Home with stops in Lebanon
and Albany. It leaves 10 times a day, Monday through
Friday, and six times a day on Saturdays, from the Sweet
Home Senior Center 880 18th Ave. Any requests for route
deviations must be cleared through the Transportation Di-
rector. Rides are $1 each way. Through an agreement be-
tween Linn-Benton Community College and Linn Shuttle,
LBCC students ride free of charge upon showing their cur-
rent ID card. Multi-Ride tickets are available from the bus
driver and at the office. The mission of the Linn Shuttle is
to provide a safe transportation service that supports the
economic, social, transportation and environmental needs
of the community it serves.

Sweet Home
Community Center

880 18th Ave
(541) 367-4775

Senior Activity Center
Hours:

Monday-Friday,
8 a.m.- 4 p.m.

Senior Center
Board of Directors

Murya Scherer, President
Shirley Schumacher, Vice President

Pam Barbee, Secretary
Sally Pelham, Treasurer

Ken Bronson, Parliamentarian
Linda Anderson, Director
Danny Bidwell, Director

Tonni Hutchinson, Director
Ruben Rivas, Director
Bob Weidner, Director

Jean Holcomb, Director
Dawn Mitchell, Executive Director

teers stopped after vandals 
repeatedly tore the bags 
down and scattered them in 
the street. Now, clients can 
come inside and ask for one.

Hard work is something 
Hummer has never shied 
away from. Before retiring, 
she worked at Willamette In-
dustries’ plywood mill and 
later at the Albany paper mill, 
where she ran the United 
Way campaign and operated 
the string machine.

 “You have these big, huge 
10- to 12-ton rolls of paper 
that would be put on the ma-
chine and cut into small ship-
ping rolls,” she said. “We 
made bag paper and box pa-
per.”

Service also defined her 
years raising three sons. She 
volunteered with Cub Scouts, 
Little League, the chess club, 
and more. 

“I just kept following them 
around to whatever they 
were interested in,” she said.

Her giving hasn’t slowed 
since. Hummer has sewn and 
donated more than 3,000 
baby quilts to several agen-
cies, including SHEM, Albany 
CASA, Corvallis CASA, Fish of 
Albany, Abria Medical Clinic, 
Albany Helping Hands, the 
Sweet Home Fire Depart-
ment, and the Sweet Home 
Pregnancy Center.

Born in Cassville, Mo., 
Hummer’s early life was 
marked by frequent moves 
and challenges. She attended 
13 different schools as her 
family relocated often, begin-
ning first grade in Sweet 
Home in the building that 
now serves as the School Dis-
trict office. She eventually re-
turned to Sweet Home and 
graduated from Sweet Home 
High School, with 11 other 
schools in between. Hummer 
is the second oldest of six sib-
lings. Her oldest brother has 
passed away, but the remain-
ing five live in Oregon and re-
main very close. She credits 
their mother for keeping the 

family close-knit.
“She always wanted us to 

get together for holidays and 
we got together quite often. 
She was a good mom and 
wanted us all to stay close,” 
Hummer said. Her childhood, 
she said, “was not an easy 
one,” but her mother instilled 
in her the compassion that 
would guide her life.

“My mother was an angel,” 
Hummer said. “She went 
through a lot and taught us 
kids to be helpful. She was 
caring, made us who we are, 
and was always there for us.”

At 18 years old, Hummer 
married her husband, Don-
ald. The two first met while 
picking beans and berries in 
the summer fields as 
teenagers, earning money for 
school clothes. After marry-
ing, they moved to Sweet 
Home – the place they have 
called home for 63 years. 
Donald, who is now retired, 
spent his entire career work-
ing for Willamette Industries 
at the plywood mill.

Of their decades-long mar-
riage, Hummer said, “We 
worked together; our family 
was close. Our boys were al-
ways the center of our lives 
when they were home. We 
love to get together for the 
holidays. We will have 30 
people here for Thanksgiving 
and Christmas.”

Together, they raised three 
sons: two now living in 
Millersburg and one in North 
Carolina, who plans to return 
to Oregon next year. Hummer 
said she is thrilled at the 
thought of having all her boys 
close again. She also enjoys 
her six grandchildren and 10 
great-grandchildren.

Despite a full family life, 
Hummer remains committed 
to SHEM, especially as de-
mand for services continues 
to grow.

“We really need more vol-
unteers,” she said. On a recent 
morning, only six or seven 
volunteers staffed the pantry 
– far fewer than the ideal 12. 

“Sometimes during our 

two-and-a-half-hour shift, we 
fill 60 or more boxes. Myself 
and one other person fill the 
boxes when people come in 
with their lists.”

Volunteers sort and pre-
pare food, stock shelves, di-
vide donations, and fill boxes. 
Extra help is also needed for 
building repairs and mainte-
nance – responsibilities Rice 
often shoulders herself. 
Hummer admires her friend 
and fellow SHEM volunteer: 
“She does too much and 
needs more help. She is 
amazing.”

Volunteering is optional, 
but clients are always wel-
come to help. 

“We have two clients cur-
rently who also serve as vol-
unteers,” Hummer said. “It is 
great to see people who can 
help, help.”

Not everyone can give back 
due to time constraints or 
physical limitations, but 
there is usually something to 
do. For example, if someone 
cannot stand for long or walk 
much, they can sit at the table 
and sort items, count inven-
tory, or pack grab bags. Hum-
mer hopes others in the com-
munity will consider joining 
the effort.

“If you’re able and if you 
can, it is a very rewarding 
thing to do,” she said. “If you 
have the time, volunteer. Give 
Cindy a call.”

SHEM is open from 9 to 
11:30 a.m. Tuesday, Wednes-
day, and Saturday. Volunteers 
typically work from 8 a.m. to 
noon. The pantry closes on 
the second Saturday of each 
month to allow volunteers 
time with their families. They 
are located at 1115 Long St., 
next to the Sweet Home Fire 
Station. Their phone number 
is (541) 367-6504.

After more than a decade of 
service – and a lifetime of giv-
ing – Hummer said she feels 
grateful to still be part of the 
effort.

“I enjoy it,” she said. “It 
keeps me going.”

DEAN HUMMER
From page 11
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Statewide Notices

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE STATE OF OREGON

FOR THE COUNTY OF LINN
CITY OF ALBANY, a municipal 
corporation, Plaintiff, v. SCOTT 
KEVIN HEINZ, UNKNOWN 
HEIRS OF MARY J. JENKINS, 
OLIVIA RENAE MAZONE, CSO 
FINANCIAL, INC., STATE OF 
OREGON, SHARLA RAE VA-
LENCIA, and JOHN PATRICK 
FLICK, Defendants.
Case No. 25CV52256
SUMMONS
TO: Unknown Heirs of Mary J. 
Jenkins
You are hereby required to ap-
pear and defend the complaint 
filed against you in the above 
entitled action within 30 days 
of the date of first publication 
which is November 5, 2025, 
along with the required filing 
fee, and in case of your failure 
to do so, for want thereof, 
plaintiff will apply to the court 
for the relief demanded in the 
Complaint.
NOTICE TO THE DEFENDANT: 
READ THESE PAPERS CARE-
FULLY!
You must “appear” in this case 
or the other side will win auto-
matically. To “appear” you must 
file with the court a legal paper 
called a “motion” or “answer.” 
Forms may be available 
through the court above or on-
line at www.courts.oregon.gov/
gorms. This must be given to 
the court clerk or administrator 
within 30 days along with the 
required filing fee. It must be in 
proper form and have proof of 
service on the Plaintiff’s attor-
ney or, if the Plaintiff does not 
have an attorney, proof of ser-
vice upon the Plaintiff. Service 
rules are in the Oregon Rules of 
Civil Procedure (ORCP) Rule 9.
If you have questions, you 
should see an attorney immedi-
ately. If you need help finding a
lawyer, you may call the Ore-
gon State Bar’s Lawyer Refer-
ral Service at (503) 684-3763 
or toll free in Oregon at (800) 
452-7636.
Dated: November 5, 2025
M. Sean Kidd, OSB #091224
Attorney for Plaintiffs
260 Ferry Street SW, Ste 202
Albany, OR 97321
(541) 926-5505
sean@longdel.com
(11/5, 11/12, 11/19, 11/26)

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
STATE OF OREGON

FOR THE COUNTY OF LINN 
CITY OF ALBANY, a municipal 
corporation, Plaintiff, v. SCOTT 
KEVIN HEINZ, UNKNOWN 
HEIRS OF MARY J. JENKINS, 
OLIVIA RENAE MAZONE, CSO 
FINANCIAL, INC, STATE OF 
OREGON, SHARLA RAE VALEN-
CIA, and JOHN PATRICK FLICK, 
Defendants.
Case No. 25CV52256
COMPLAINT FOR FORECLO-
SURE NOT SUBJECT TO 
MANDATORY ARBITRATION
AMOUNT OF CLAIM:
$570,710.50
FILING FEE: $594 
At all times material herein, 
Plaintiff the City of Albany 
("Plaintiff') was and is a munici-
pal corporation duly organized 
and existing under the laws of 
the state of Oregon.
At all times material herein, De-
fendant, Scott Kevin Heinz was 
the record owner or reputed 
owner of the real property and 
the improvements thereon com-
monly known as 2205 Front Av-
enue, NE Albany Linn County, 
Oregon 97321 ("Property"), 
more particularly described as 
follows:
Lot 22, Block 21, BURKHART 
PARK ADDITION, in the City of 
Albany, County of Linn and State 
of Oregon, together with that 
portion of vacated alley which in-
ured by ordinance, Recorded in 
Book 193, Page 507, Linn 
County Records. Also known as 
2205 Front Ave NE, Albany, Ore-
gon 97321.
Upon information and belief 
Plaintiff alleges that no party 
named herein is engaged in ac-
tive military duty or naval service 
of the United States as defined in 
the S ervicemembers Civil Relief 
Act ("SCRA") as amended. To 
the best of Plaintiffs ability, 
Plaintiff has conducted a search 
for the named Defendants. Upon 
information and belief Plaintiff 
alleges that no party named 
herein is a minor or otherwise in-
competent.
Plaintiff filed a municipal lien 
("Lien") against the Property in 
the records of Linn County, Ore-
gon, to secure payment of the 
abatement of a derelict structure 
in the sum of $570,710.50. A 
copy of the lien is attached 
hereto as Exhibit "1". 
The Lien is subject to foreclo-
sure. Plaintiff declares that the 
entire balance of principal and 
interest is now due and payable.
Currently, $570,710.50 is imme-
diately due and payable and is 
secured by the Lien on the Prop-
erty.
Defendants may claim some in-
terest in the property. Any such 
claim is junior to Plaintiffs Lien.
No other proceedings are pend-
ing for the collection of the debt 
or the foreclosure of the Lien. 
Plaintiff has no adequate remedy 
at law.
More than 15 days prior to filing 
this Complaint, Plaintiff mailed a 
notice to Defendant stating that 
Plaintiff intended to commence 
suit to foreclose its lien unless 
the lien was paid within 15 days 
of the notice. A copy of the no-
tice is attached hereto as Exhibit 
"2" and incorporated by refer-
ence herein. 
WHEREFORE, plaintiff prays for 
a judgment of this court:
(A) Granting judgment to Plain-
tiff against Defendant in the 
amount of $570,710.50.  
(B)   Declaring that the Lien be 
foreclosed as a valid lien against 
the Property described above, 
and declaring that the Lien is se-
nior to any interest of named De-
fendants in the Property; 
(C) Foreclosing Plaintiffs Lien 
and ordering the sale of the 
Property by the sheriff of Linn 

County in the manner prescribed 
by law; 
(D) Applying the proceeds re-
ceived from the sale first toward 
the costs of sale, then toward 
satisfaction of Plaintiffs judg-
ment, including costs and attor-
ney fees and any surplus to he 
party or parties who may estab-
lish their right thereto; 
(E) Declaring that Plaintiff will 
not be entitled to monetary dam-
ages, attorney fees, costs, or dis-
bursements against junior inter-
est claimants who do not contest 
this action; 
(F) Ordering that Defendant and 
all persons claiming through De-
fendant are forever foreclosed of 
all interest in the property. 
(G) Granting such other and fur-
ther relief as the court deems eq-
uitable.
 DATED this 5th day of November 
2025.
M. Sean Kidd, OSB #091224
Attorney for Plaintiffs
260 Ferry Street SW, Ste 202
Albany, OR 97321
(541) 926-5505
sean@longdel.com
(11/5, 11/12, 11/19, 11/26)

Fall Cleanup

 Services

1611 King James Bible

For Sale

Palma's Painting and Misc. of-
fers Interior painting, pressure 
washing, epoxy floors, etc. 
CCB# 205493 call 541-220-
8068
(10/23 - 12/3)________________

Interested in the 1611 King 
James Holy Bible?

Take a look at kjbm.org.
Authentic 1611 facsimile, 
Gothic font, softcover 
Questions or local showing:  
text/call Lebanon 541-401-
5654 / Phoenix:  661-373-
5378.  

Fall Cleanup: Moss treatment, 
gutter cleaning, yard cleanups, 
trimming, pruning, blackberry 
removal. Jesse's Yards 503-
871-7869 
(10/23 - 2/9)_________________

SERVICES: DIVORCE $130. 
Complete preparation. In-
cludes children, custody, sup-
port, property and bills division. 
No court appearances. Di-
vorced in 1-5 weeks possible.
503-772-5295. www.parale-
g a l a l t e r n a t i v e s . c o m 
legalalt@msn.com.

SERVICES: Donate your car, 
truck, boat, RV and more to 
support our veterans! Schedule 
a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduc-
tion! Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-866-695-9265 to-
day!

SERVICES: Get a break on your 
taxes! Donate your car, truck, 
or SUV to assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Arrange a 
swift, no-cost vehicle pickup 
and secure a generous tax 
credit for 2025. Call Heritage 
for the Blind Today at 1-844-
533-9173 today!

SERVICES: We Buy Houses for 
Cash AS IS! No repairs. No 
fuss. Any condition. Easy three 
step process: Call, get cash of-
fer and get paid. Get your fair 

cash offer today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-866-249-
8679.

SERVICES: We buy 8,000 cars 
a week. Sell your old, busted or 
junk car with no hoops, hag-
gles or headaches. Sell your 
car to Peddle. Easy three step 
process. Instant offer. Free 
pickup. Fast payment. Call 1-
855-980-4382.

SERVICES: The bathroom of 
your dreams in as little as 1 day. 
Limited Time Offer - $1000 off 
or No Payments and No Inter-
est for 18 months for cus-
tomers who qualify.  BCI Bath & 
Shower. Many options avail-
able. Quality materials & pro-
fessional installation. Senior & 
Military Discounts Available. 
Call Today! 1-844-847-9778.

SERVICES: Jacuzzi Bath Re-
model can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installation costs! 
Additional terms apply. Subject 
to change and vary by dealer. 
(Offer ends 12/31/25.) Call 1-
855-341-5268.

SERVICES: Prepare for power 
outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act 
now to receive a FREE 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-877-557-1912 to-
day to schedule a free quote. 
ItÂ’s not just a generator. ItÂ’s a 
power move.

SERVICES: Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim indepen-
dence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 855-839-
0752.

SERVICES: No more cleaning 
out gutters. Guaranteed! Leaf-
Filter is backed by a no-clog 
guarantee and lifetime trans-
ferrable warranty. Call today 1-
855-536-8838 to schedule a 
FREE inspection and no obliga-
tion estimate. Plus get 75% off 
installation and a bonus $250 
discount! Limited time only. Re-
strictions apply, see represen-
tative for warranty and offer 
details.

SERVICES: Get DISH Satellite 
TV + Internet!  Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-
Demand Movies, Plus Limited 
Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards. 
Call Today! 1-866-373-9175.

SERVICES: DIRECTV OVER IN-
TERNET - Get your favorite live 
TV, sports and local channels. 
99% signal reliability! CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 
months. HBO Max and Pre-
mium Channels included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE Package or 
higher.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restrictions 
apply. Call IVS 1-855-602-
2009.

SERVICES: Get Boost Infinite! 
Unlimited Talk, Text and Data 
For Just $25/mo! The Power Of 
3 5G Networks, One Low Price! 
Call Today and Get The Latest 
iPhone Every Year On Us! 844-
955-3417.

Exceptional 2007 Ford Ex-
plorer Trac.  130K Miles.  Full 
Power 4.8 V8 Canopy, has 
been towed by motorhome.  
Asking $8,500 OBO Loren  
541-405-5859  
(11/19 - 11/26)________________

PUBLIC NOTICE
Mill Race Storage will hold a pub-
lic auction on Nov. 29, 2025, un-
der ORS. 87.685-87.695 and sell 
property contained within the as-
signed unit of the parties listed 
below: 
A. Pagauga unit# B010, E. 
Wright unit# D014, A. Sater unit# 
B008, B. Triller unit# G013, The 
auction will be listed and con-
ducted on: www.lockerfox.com 
Purchases must be paid in full by 
cash or money order at the time 
of pickup at:  
Mill Race Storage  
550 NE Laredo Way 
Lebanon, OR 97355 
(11/26 - 12/3)________________
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE STATE OF OREGON, 
COUNTY OF LINN, IN THE MAT-
TER OF THE ESTATE OF ALICE 
M. JAMES, DECEASED, CASE 
NO. 25PB09905, NOTICE TO 

INTERESTED PERSONS. 
Notice is hereby given that the 
undersigned has been appointed 
and has qualified as the Personal 
Representative. All persons hav-
ing claims against the estate are 
hereby required to present the 
same, with proper vouchers, 
within four months after the date 
of the first publication of this no-
tice, as stated below, to the Per-
sonal Representative at PO Box 
667, Albany, OR 97321, or they 
may be barred. All persons 
whose rights may be affected by 
the proceedings in this estate 
may obtain additional informa-
tion from the records of the 
court, the Personal Representa-
tive or the attorney for the Per-
sonal Representative. Date of 
first publication: November 26, 
2025. 
James A. James, Personal Rep-
resentative of the Estate of Alice 
M. James, Deceased. Michael G. 
Cowgill, OSB #781682, Weath-
erford Thompson, Attorneys for 
the Personal Representative, PO 
Box 667, Albany, OR 97321, 
(541) 926-2255.
(11/26)______________________

Statewide Notices

NEED COPIES,
FAX, PRINTING?

THE NEW ERA
1313 MAIN ST.
SWEET HOME

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
STATE OF OREGON

FOR THE COUNTY OF LINN
Probate Department

In the Matter of the Estate of 
PHYLLIS JOYCE SCHMITZ, De-
ceased.
Case No. 25PB10155
NOTICE TO INTERESTED PER-

SONS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
on November 20, 2025, Heather 
Jean Search, was appointed as 
Personal Representative of the 
above-referenced estate. All per-
sons having claims against the 
estate are required to present 
them, with vouchers attached, to 
the Personal Representative or 
to Stacey D. Mealer, Attorney, at 
the addresses listed below, 
within four months after the date 
of first publication of this notice, 
or the claims may be barred.
All persons whose rights may be 
affected by the proceedings may 
obtain additional information 
from the records of the Court, 
the Personal Representative, or 
the attorney for the Personal 
Representative.
Personal Representative:
Heather Jean Search
2415 S. Santiam Hwy
Lebanon, OR 97355
(541) 619-8690
Attorney for Personal Represen-
tative:
Stacey D. Mealer, Attorney 
OSB#023915
PO Box 81 ~ 1195 Main Street 
Suite 2
Sweet Home, OR 97386
(541) 270-2406 ~ Mealer@ac-
tionnet.net
(11/26)______________________

NOTICE TO INTERESTED 
PERSONS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
ROBIN L. EVENDEN has been 
appointed Personal
Representative of the ESTATE 
OF DEBORAH ANN MARTIN, De-
ceased, by the Circuit Court
of the State of Oregon for Linn 
County under Case No. 
25PB09562 All persons having 
claims against the estate are re-

quired to present them, with 
vouchers attached, to the said 
Personal Representative at Stay-
ton Law, 582 E Washington St, 
PO Box 248, Stayton, OR 
97383, within four months after 
the date of first publication of 
this notice, or the claims may be 
barred.
All persons whose rights may be 
affected by the proceedings may 
obtain additional information 
from the records of the court, the 
Personal Representative, or the 
attorney for the Personal Repre-
sentative.
Dated and first published No-
vember 26, 2025.
Personal Representative:
Robin L. Evenden
225 Timber Ridge St SE #169
Albany, OR 97322
Attorney for Personal Represen-
tative:
Jennifer L. Tiger, OSB#990890
Stayton Law
582 E Washington St
PO Box 248
Stayton, Oregon 97383
Lebanon, OR 97355 
(11/26)______________________
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621 Main Street, Suite A
Located  inside Thriftway

541-367-6777

FOOTBALL 
From page 10
forced fumble and a fumble re-
covery. 

“Bradyn McClure was proba-
bly our best shut-down cor-
ner,” Adams said. “We consis-
tently put him on the (other 
team’s) best receiver.”

Best Defensive Lineman
was junior Kellen Hartsook, 
who “was our enforcer there, 
the one creating havoc, the 
best a shedding blocks and get-
ting after the running back, 
getting after the quarterback,” 
the coach said. “He made a lot 
of big-time plays for us around 
the line of scrimmage.”  

Best Offensive Lineman
was junior Gavin Tyler, who 
also received the Sled Dog 
Award, which was introduced 
to the awards list by Assistant 
Coach Chad Bach, Adams said. 

“It really just talks about that 
team kind of dynamic as a 
group, you know, pushing us 
forward. Gavin was voted the 
sled dog for his consistency 
and his leadership amongst 
that group? And, the same with 
his offensive line award – he 
was just the most consistent 
lineman all year long, just how 
he approached every single 
day and then every single 
game.”

Most Improved were se-
niors Alex Bachand and 
Gabriel Meadors. Bachand 
didn't play last year, then 
played inside linebacker this 
year, “which is an extremely 
difficult position to play, let 
alone if you miss a year,” 

Adams said. “He improved 
tremendously for us and be-
came kind of a really good ro-
tation player for us in that 
spot.”

Meadors didn’t get a lot of 
playing time at left guard in 
2024, “but this year, he really 
owned and kind of dominated 
that left guard spot for us. And 
it was a ton of fun to watch him 
take ownership of that posi-
tion.”

Most Inspirational were ju-
niors Kaeson Walker and AJ 
Rodriguez. 

Rodriguez, Adams said, had 
to deal with adversity off the 
field, but “you would never 
know it, because every single 
day that kid has a smile on his 
face, trying to be as best as he 
possibly can and help in any 
regard.” 

Walker, he said, “was kind of 
our hype man before games, 
our emotion leader in the 
locker room. He really helped 
get guys ramped up.”

Also new this year were the 
Gravy Train Awards, named 
after Assistant Coach Ryan 
Graville,  “because of the kind 
of person that he is, the kind of 
community member – really, 
he  just operates his whole life 
on a servant leadership kind of 
mindset,” Adams said. 

“And that's really what we 
want to do, really what we 
want to embody within our 
program, servant leadership – 
the ‘we’ over ‘me’ kind of thing.”

The award was given weekly 
and the recipients wore a white 
jersey in practice each week. 
They were: Martin Chelstad, 

Brennen Eldridge, Logan Es-
tep, Daniel McCubbins, Luke 
Rosa, Bridger Royer, Gunner 
Summers and Riley Vaughan.

Third-year letter winners 
were Dillan Davis, Kellen Hart-
sook, James Hearick, Bradyn 
McClure, Daniel McCubbins, 
Bode Nichols, Luke Rosa, 
Lynkin Royer, Gavin Tyler, 
Kaeson Walker and Kyle Zajic. 

Second-year letters went to 
Keeghan Gittins, Liam Martin, 
Gabriel Meadors, Bridger 
Royer and Trenton Templin. 

First-year lettermen were 
David Anderson, Alex Bac-
hand, Sam Barringer, Martin 
Chelstad, Eli Cruz, Brennen El-
dridge, Logan Estep, Rafe 
Hayes, Kolton Pollock, Kyle 
Porter, AJ Rodriquez, Gavin 
Richey, Jeremiah Steagall, 
Gunnar Summers, Mason 
Tyler and Gabe Wright. 

Junior Varsity Participant
certificates went to Luke 
Adams, Gavin Baker, Thomas 
Bandy, Lukas Banker, Zeplin 
Berg, Ryder Cummings, Boone 
Cupp, Zach Davis, Brayden 
Driver, Braden Eggers, Michael 
Eggers, Mason Flores, Brodee 
Gay, Ernie Hicks, Aiden Leop-
ard,  Hunter M c C l u r e , 
Bryson Mumford, Ryder Oak-
ley, Landon Phinney, Landen 
Pruitt, Macen Rosa, Murphy 
Savolt, Jaicob Shaw, Jake 
Smith, Brodie Starha, Ean 
Tackett, Marshall Van Dijk, 
Marcus Warthen and Austin 
Weinman. The JV team fin-
ished 7-1. 

REDISTRICTING
From page 8

voluntary baseball skills train-
ing sessions throughout the 
offseason. “We are getting bet-
ter and better each year. The 
Oregon West Conference is a 
very competitive conference 
year in and year out. Looking 
at the past few years, our pro-
grams have gone through a lot 
of tough times.”

He added that although 
some might view a move to the 
3A as a “downgrade,” the 3A 
has high-level programs. 

“This will not be a walk in the 
park,” he said. “I think it could 
serve as a confidence boost for 
our athletes, but we aren’t 
walking into this new potential 
level thinking we will dominate 
from the get go simply because 
of the level.”

Teter’s players have consis-
tently been putting in offseason 
time on building skills and he 
said that work should bear 
fruits – at any level the Huskies 
are playing at. 

“A league change or redis-
tricting alone won't immedi-
ately change our ability to com-
petitively compete,” he said. “It 
will take commitment, time in-
vestment, and hard work in the 
off season. If we can effectively 
accomplish that goal, then we 
will see positive change that 
will ultimately result in a 
higher level of competitive 
play." 
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This is an advertisement. Not all agents are licensed to sell all products. Service and
product availability varies by state. HMIA001594

Call today for personalized service!

Choosing the right Medicare
coverage can be confusing.

I can help you find a plan
that’s right for YOU
and YOUR BUDGET.

541-367-1290
Bill Matthews

Licensed Insurance Agent

The 3rd Annual Christmas Production of

Sweet Home High School Auditorium
1641 Long Street, Sweet Home

Performances are FREE
Thanks to our generous sponsors

presented by

Thank you
To our SPONSORS

An original stage production written and preformed by local
talent. "The Innkeepers" has become a beloved Christmas
tradition in our community. Come and celebrate the true

Reason for the Season with people of all faiths!

Saturday, December 20th
3:00 - 4:30 PM & 7:00 - 8:30 PM

Sunday, December 21st
3:00 - 4:30 PM & 7:00 - 8:30 PM

Priority One
Automotive

$25 OFF 
OIL CHANGE
WITH THIS COUPON
CANNOT BE COMBIMED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT TODAY

EXPIRES: 12/25/2025

5301 HIGHWAY 20
SWEET HOME OREGON 97386 

541-818-0697

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK
FOR SPECIAL OFFERS

Klumpf named boys soccer MVP after gauntlet season
By Satina Tolman
For The New Era

The Sweet Home High 
School boys soccer team 
closed its season Nov. 10 with 
an awards banquet that cele-
brated progress, perseverance, 
and character after a challeng-
ing year in one of Oregon’s 
toughest leagues.

Head coach Eric Stutzer re-
flected on the season, noting 
that competing in a confer-
ence that includes both North 
Marion and Stayton – teams 
that played for the 4A state 
championship, with Stayton 
winning 1-0 – tested the 
Huskies’ resilience.

Despite the difficulty, he 
said, the team responded ad-
mirably, earning a tie against 
Cascade, picking up a few 
wins, and showing steady im-
provement with a roster that 
was more than half first-year 
lettermen.

Many players began the sea-
son with little or no soccer ex-

perience, yet several earned 
starting varsity positions by 
year’s end. Stutzer said the 
team’s growth was evident in 
the way it battled opponents 
such as Newport, holding that 
playoff team to a close 4–1 
match at home. “From begin-
ning to end,” he said, “they 
came a long way.”

Sweet Home’s 23-player ros-
ter was composed largely of 
underclassmen, and Stutzer 
believes there’s a strong foun-
dation for the future. The pro-
gram is expected to move to 
the 3A classification next sea-
son, with a 90% likelihood, ac-
cording to Stutzer. (See related 
story on page ###.) 

Leadership and Dedication
The Huskies will graduate 

six seniors this year: Cannon 
Klumph, Elisha Scofield, 
Keeghan Gittins, Ben Perry, 
Kyle Petrait, and Daniel Sulli-
van.

Klumph, a four-year letter-
man and team captain, was 

named Most Valuable Player. 
Stutzer said the team strug-

gled whenever Klumph was 
sidelined with an injury, cred-
iting his organization and 
communication as essential to 
the Huskies’ on-field cohesion. 
Because multiple players were 
strong MVP contenders, 
Stutzer opened the vote to the 
team, and the players over-
whelmingly agreed that 
Klumph was their most indis-
pensable teammate.

Scofield and Petrait shared 
the Coach’s Award. Scofield, 
also a team captain and four-
year letterman, was recog-
nized for his initiative beyond 
the field – he led student-run 
soccer programs in local ele-
mentary schools, coordinating 
directly with principals and 
bringing younger students 
into the sport. Petrait earned 
his first-year letter after a year 
of remarkable growth.

Stutzer said Petrait ap-
proached him before the sea-
son, promising he would earn 
a starting spot, and through 
tireless off-season practice, he 
did just that. His work ethic 
and determination, Stutzer 
said, made him “an inspiration 
to me as a coach.”

The Mr. Husky Award, given 

to the player who best repre-
sents Sweet Home pride and 
character, went to Memphis 
Gay, a three-year letterman 
known for his positivity and 
team spirit.

Stutzer described Gay as the 
kind of teammate “you’re 
proud to call your own,” noting 
that he often led cheers at ju-
nior varsity games and em-
bodied the heart of the pro-
gram.

Noah Valdez, who joined the 
team without prior soccer ex-
perience, was named Most Im-
proved Player after advancing 
to varsity within his first eight 
days of practice. Stutzer cred-
ited Valdez’s defensive in-
stincts—carried over from his 
basketball background—for 
making him a key factor in 
several matches, especially 
against Cascade.

Senior Keeghan Gittins re-
ceived the “Slow Feet, Don’t 
Eat!” Award, which honors re-
lentless effort and dedication. 
Gittins, who also played foot-
ball, scored four goals and 
added an assist this season. He 
earned respect across the 
league, even drawing a first-
team vote from the Stayton 
coach — an uncommon recog-
nition.

New Leadership
Gittins joined sophomores 

Felix Lopez and Kace Stevens 
in receiving All-League Hon-
orable Mention recognition. 
Lopez contributed four goals 
and two assists, impressing 
coaches with his understand-
ing of the game and leader-
ship potential. Stevens an-
chored the defense, 
consistently shutting down 
strong attacks, especially dur-
ing the match against New-
port.

Captains Klumph and 
Scofield passed the leadership 
role to Logan Andersen, a 
three-year letterman selected 
through a formal interview 
process that mirrors profes-
sional job interviews.

Stutzer said the process 
helps players develop com-
munication and leadership 
skills, emphasizing that the 
captaincy is “not a popularity 
contest, but a responsibility.”

Coaching Beyond 
Competition

Stutzer, who has been part 
of the Sweet Home soccer pro-
gram since 1998 and head 
coach for the past decade, said 
his coaching philosophy has 
evolved from focusing solely 
on wins and losses to prioritiz-
ing player development and 
personal growth.

He recalled a moment after 
a game against North Marion 
when the opposing head 
coach

stopped the Sweet Home 
bus to commend the team for 
its sportsmanship and posi-
tive attitude.

For Stutzer, that gesture re-
flected the true goal of the 
program: building young men 
who can face adversity, sup-
port one another, and contrib-
ute meaningfully to their 
communities.

Stutzer explained, “It’s not 
just a job for me, and it’s not 
just about winning or losing; 
it's about making a difference 
in society and getting students 
and young men through a 
program who are going to be 
meaningful contributors in 
society and understand what 
it means to live life well. It’s 
about developing men who 
will be successful in life, who 
understand what it means to 
work hard, lead, and make a 
difference.”

Boys soccer award winners and honorees are, from left, Isaiah Scofield, Keeghan Gittins, Mem-
phis Gay, Cannon Klumph, Dominque Daniel, Noah Valdez, Kyle Petrait, Xander Blom, Arln Lynn, 
Elisha Scofield and Malakai Walls. 


