Young but now veteran, Huskies aim to move up on court

By Keeghan Gittins
For The New Era

Sweet Home boys basket-
ball is heading into the new
season with a roster of play-
ers who have seen the varsity
floor before.

They're a young team - the
only seniors are Alex Bac-
hand and Trenton Templin,
but the rest of the team - six
juniors and four sopho-
mores, some of whom might
swing, bring experience from
a difficult 2024-25 season.

“That experience will help
us a lot this year as we bring
back most of our team.” Said
Coach Drew Emmert

The Huskies went 3-21
overall and 0-10 in league
last season while facing a
tough schedule and trying to
score against strong de-
fenses. With so many young
players on the court, the
team struggled to find con-
sistency.

“Last season we were ex-
tremely young with a tough
schedule,” Emmert said.

Things look different this
time around. Sweet Home re-
turns nine varsity players, in-
cluding three starters in
guards Bradyn McClure, a ju-
nior, and sophomore Mason

‘ 5iEETH“Hz .

ng o

L.

P‘,«

S“EET Hﬂ”[‘

12 =5 2

m—.
A,

P
=N BRod

c’kv -r

ﬂEET HDHE 4

Al

Boys Varsity Basketball team members are, in front, from left, Trent Harvey, Damon Lawrence, Mason Tyler, Alex Bachand, Gavin
Tyler, Trenton Templin and Kyler Bondesen. In the rear, from left, are Coach Ryan Adams, Head Coach Drew Emmert, Kaeson
Walker, Kellen Hartsook, Sam Barringer, Bradyn McClure, Coach Colton Emmert and Coach Grant Kauffman.

Tyler, plus junior forward
Kellen Hartsook. They'll be
joined in the starting lineup
by juniors Trent Harvey and
Daniel McCubbins.

This year, they opened the
season on Wednesday, Dec. 3,
at home with a very competi-
tive and close game against

3A Division Elmira, tying
things up at halftime after a
slow start before finally los-
ing by a basket, 44-42. The
Falcons are expected to move
back to the 4A Division next
year.

Other returning varsity
players include juniors Kae-

son Walker and Gavin Tyler,
while sophomores Sam Bar-
ringer, Kyler Bondesen and
Damon Lawrence move up
from last year’s JV, giving the
team more depth.

Junior Varsity players are
Barringer and Bondeson,
who will swing, juniors Kyle

Hagle, Gage Pettner and
Noah Valdez, and sopho-

mores Zeplin Berg, Evan
Knight, Felix Lopez, Owen
Nicholson and Russell
Schroeder.

The Junior Varsity 2 roster
is made up of freshmen Luke

See Boys Basketball, Page 2

Girls look to continue forward strides in OWC basketball race

By Keeghan Gittins
For The New Era

The Sweet Home girls bas-
ketball made big strides last
season, and after not gradu-
ating any seniors, the Huskies
believe they're ready for an-
other step forward.

“Last season we showed
drastic improvement from
the previous year,” Head
Coach Erika Evans said of her
team, which improved from a
0-10 league record and 1-19
overall record in 2023-24 to
1-9, 5-16 last year.

The Huskies improved
their total points scored by
over 300 points, and held it
down on the defensive end,
allowing 100 less points than
the 23-24 season.

Sweet Home was able to
capture its first league win in
two years, beating Newport.
The win was the Huskies’
third in three seasons. The
Huskies play in the Oregon
West Conference which pro-
duced last year’s eventual
state champion Stayton,
which beat fellow OWC mem-
ber Philomath in the state
final.

See Girls Basketball, Page 2

.|....l.|u||||||||||§ f}O‘IIIIWIVI

T e e o e B

Varsity Girls Basketball team members are, in front, from left, Addy Vannice, Mailey Brewer, Loralai Mark, Dinah Watkins, Rylee
Mabe and Brooke Elder. In the rear, from left, are Head Coach Erika Evans, Manager Krista Reed, Amara Gonzales, Dymin Flowers.
Aubrey Newberry, Aaliyah Brown, Taylor Gaskey, Coach Nick Tyler and Coach Caytlin Gillespie.
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Junior Varsity Girls Basketball team members are, in front, from left, Khloe Wood, Emma Graber,
Jocelyn Simmons, Braelyn Walker, Tayler Sullivan, Jayla Moore and Kaylee Bain. In the rear, from
left, are Coach Nick Tyler, Head Coach Erika Evans, Allison Dennull, Dymin Flowers, Adriana
Morse, Dinah Watkins, Kayla Matthews and Coach Caytlin Gillespie.

GIRLS BASKETBALL

From page 1

“We proved a lot to our-
selves about what could be
done with a young roster and
a year of improvement,” said
Evans.

With the entire roster back
and no seniors lost, Sweet
Home enters the new season
in a very different position.
Instead of rebuilding, the
Huskies are able to pick up
right where they left off.

“I expect to build on last
year’s improvement, we're re-
turning our entire roster, so
we're able to start in the re-
finement process rather than
building from the ground up.”
Evans said.

The Huskies have already
started strong, opening the
year with a win over Elmira —
the program’s first season-
opening victory since 2021.
The Huskies were down 13-3
late in the first quarter but
battled back with tough de-

fense to win 37-33.

Then, on the road at
Phoenix Dec. 5, the Huskies
lost to a good team 46-40 in
overtime,

“Iwas very, very, very proud
of our girls,” Evans said. “We
were playing a really compet-
itive and likely playoff team
at Phoenix, and we went to
overtime, and at points, we
were down, like in the fourth
quarter by eight points at one
time, and we overcame that.”

On Saturday, the Huskies
beat Douglas 48-18.

“We had our biggest posi-
tive point in that every single
person on our varsity roster
had two or more rebounds,
and every single person was
in the pluses and the plus mi-
nus category,” she said. “So
that was great.

“We expect to have an ex-
tremely competitive season.”

Sweet Home’s starting
lineup changes from game to
game.

Their three seniors, Addy

Vannice, Loralai Mark and
Aubrey Newberry, Evans
says, set the tone for the pro-
gram.

“They are going to be huge
assets in terms of leadership.
They've helped build the ex-
citement around this season
through their perseverance
and hard work.”

The rest of the roster in-
cludes juniors Mailey Brewer,
Aaliyah Brown, Brooke Elder
and Amara Gonzales, and
sophomores Dymin Flowers,
Taylor Gasky, Rylee Mabe,
and Dinah Watkins.

The Huskies junior varsity
roster is made up of juniors
Jayla Moore and Khloe Wood,;
sophomores Kayla Bain,
Flowers, Emma Graber, Adri-
ana Morse and Dinah
Watkins; and  freshmen
Aubree Bartlett, Allison Den-
null, Kayla Matthews, Jocelyn
Simmons, Tayler Sullivan and
Braelyn Walker.

See Girls Basketball, Page 3
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Boys JV Basketball team members are, in front, from left, Evan Knight, Noah Valdez, Zeplin Berg
and Kylder Bondeson. In the rear, from left, are Owen Nicholson, Russell Schroeder, Gage Pet-
tner, Coach Colton Emmert, Kyle Hagle, Sam Barringer and Felix Lopez.

BOYS BASKETBALL

From page 1

Adams, Jackson Burke, Ryder
Cummings, Gavin Duran,
Mason Flores, Brytin Greer,
Max Lopez, Ayden Marin,

Hunter McClure, Landon
Messmer, Bryson Mumford,
Gunnar Stafford, Landon
Thomson and Marcus
Warthen.

Sweet Home has lost three
seniors to graduation - Josh

Aker, Jason Funk and Conner
Pace - Aker and Pace both
three-year starters; but the
amount of experience com-
ing back has the coaching
staff feeling confident. The
team also played a lot of
games throughout the spring
and summer, giving players
extra time to grow and im-
p“Our guys played a lot of
games last spring and sum-
mer, and we are hoping to be
very competitive this year...

Our goal is to make a playoff
game,” Emmert said.

With an older, more famil-
iar group on the floor, the
Huskies hope all that prac-
tice and hard work leads to a
much stronger season.

They played well in their
opener against Elmira Dec. 3,
losing 44-42 in the final min-
utes of the last quarter.

“Ifelt we dropped that one,”

See Boys Basketball, Page 3
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Boys JV2 Basketball team members are, in front, from left, Brytin Greer, Landon Messmer, Mason
Flores, Luke Adams, Gunnar Stafford, Jackson Burke and Gavin Duran. In the rear, from left, are
Marcus Worthen, Max Lopez, Hunter McClure, Coach Garrett Kauffman, Coach Grant Kauffman,
Ayden Marin, Bryson Mumford and Ryder Cummings.

BOYS BASKETBALL
From page 2

Emmert said. The Huskies
used tough D to beat Phoenix
on the road 45-33, then lost
at Douglas, a team that Em-
mert said could be in the
playoffs, 53-35 less than 24
hours later, folding under de-
fensive pressure.

“We didn't come out ready
to play and although we were
only down three going into

the final quarter, they had a
big run.”

The Oregon West Confer-
ence remains one of the most
competitive leagues in the
state, he said, but there may
be more parity this year.

“We've played in the best
league in the state the last
five years or longer than that,
but this year it's little more
up in the air,” he said. Cas-
cade, which was seeded No. 1

in last year’s state playoffs
and finished third, losing in
the semifinals to eventual
champion Baker, saw sig-
nificant departures to gradu-
ation and both Stayton and
North Marion also saw de-
partures on Graduation Day.

“I think we should fit into
the mix,” Emmert said. “I
don't think there’s a team in
the league that will be as
dominant.”

GIRLS BASKETBALL
From page 2

Evans believes summer ball
was a huge asset to the girlsin
preparing for this season.

“Spring and summer ball
gave our girls time to chal-
lenge themselves,” said Evans.
“We have multiple players
who improved their outside
shooting, post moves, and
overall basketball 1Q.”

Evans added that working
with different coaches in as-
sistants Nick Tyler, Caytlin

SUPPORT LOCAL JOURNALISM IN EAST LINN COUNTY!

As we come to the end of this remarkable year, we want to pause and say a heartfelt
THANK YOU for being a valued reader of The New Era.

Gillespie and Daniel
Matthews, has helped the
team understand the game in
new ways and grow closer as
a group.

With the program trending
up, Evans hopes the commu-
nity will show up and support
the group.

“I want community mem-
bers to come support this
very special and hardworking
group of young women,” she
said.

The Oregon West Confer-

Gracious and generous support from the community has helped us recover from a bleak
situation over the past year and we're eager to continue serving you with hyper-local
news to help you stay on top of what's happening in our community. Without you, The

New Era / Lebanon Local would likely no longer be in existence today.
If you'd like to contribute to our mission of serving east Linn County as one of the only
truly independent, locally owned newspapers remaining in Oregon, please consider a

ence has teams ranked first,
second and fourth in the
state, all of which return al-
most all their lineups from
last year.

“It’'s definitely really tough
competition,” Evans said. “But
we are really excited to show
them something different in a
game. I think we will shock
them. We are definitely com-
ing out swinging this year and
I think we'll be more competi-
tive in a lot of our league
games.”

1364 MAIN ST.| 541-367-2622

LET'S GO HUSKIES!

DAN'S HEATING LLC

‘ﬂ\ !i

100 Main St,Sweet Home| (541) 367-5004

LET'S Go
Eﬂ'@'@[@ﬂ:@@u

‘;ROPERTV
EME
WA\l L

www.eastlinnpropertymanagment.com

541-367-7368

GO

Faithful Friends
ANIMAL CLINIC

"We treat your pets like Family"

185 N Santiam Hwy % Lebanon « 541-451-1319

Family, Friends,

tax-deductible gift that will directly fund our writers' coverage of local issues and events.

D DONATIONS ARE TAX-DEDUCTIBLE

When using our link or QR code. Donations are specifically used for funding
reporters, and freelance writers.

YOU MAY ALSO DONATE BY CREDIT CARD

By calling 541-367-2135 or by mailing a check:
The New Era 1313 Main Street, Sweet Home, OR 97386 (NOT tax-deductible)

Every donation—large or small-makes a meaningful difference.
SCAN ME
=]

AND THERE ARE OTHER WAYS TO HELP TOO:

e Give a gift subscription to a friend or family member
* Choose to advertise your business or event
* Or sponsor a page in the newspaper each week
e Thank an advertiser for advertising in The New Era!

BIT.LY/TNE1929

Thank you for standing with us, believing in community journalism,
and helping keep local news alive. We are truly grateful for you.

Scott & Miriam Swanson, and The New Era Team 27730 Fern Ridge Rd, Sweet Home | 541-401-3972




PAGE 4 |

Winter Sports Preview | December 10, 2025

SH’s swim numbers down,

By Satina Tolman
For The New Era

The Sweet Home High
School swim team has

grown used to racing at the
front of the pack. Last win-
ter, the program delivered
one of its strongest show-
ings in recent memory - the
boys finished 5-2, taking
second at districts and sev-
enth at state, while the girls
went 6-1, claiming the dis-
trict title and placing second
in the 4A/3A/2A/1A state
championships.

But as the Huskies dive
into a new season, head
coach A Jay Bronson knows
the lanes ahead will look
different.

“We graduated 11 se-
niors,” Bronson said. “That’s
always a big hit. I'd love to
say we're going to win dis-
tricts again, but it’s going to
be a much harder road this
year. It’s possible - just not a
lock like it has been.”

It's also an unusual year
for Sweet Home, at least re-
cently: The boys outnumber
the girls 10 to seven.

That’s a lighter turnout
than the coach prefers. Ide-
allyy, he said, programs
thrive with 10 to 14 swim-
mers per squad, giving
teams the depth to pick up
crucial fifth- and sixth-place
points.

“Swimming is a numbers
sport when you get down to

HOME

it,” Bronson said. “We might
win a lot of events, but we
may not always have the
depth to win meets. Still, the
smaller roster means more
one-on-one time with our
swimmers, and that can re-
ally help individual devel-
opment.”
Returning Firepower

The Huskies are far from
starting over.

On the girls’ side, sopho-
more Khloe Sautel, a return-
ing state champion in the
500 freestyle, headlines the
group. Sweet Home also ex-
pects strong pushes from ju-
nior Lexi Rundell, and se-
nior Kylie Melkvik and
junior Ella Haggas, all of
whom could be state quali-
fiers.

The girls roster also in-
cludes sophomore Emma
Whitton and freshmen
Persephone Brookfield and
Sadie Dalton. Bronson said
the freshmen are already
showing varsity potential.

For the boys, Bronson
hopes to send multiple re-
lays to state and expects
leadership from four key re-
turners: senior Andrew Tol-
man, junior Austyn Hogan,
junior Henry Jones, and
sophomore Grayson Savri.

“We think the boys have a
real chance to medal in re-
lays,” Bronson said. “An-

drew, Grayson and Austyn -
they all have the potential to
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Girls Swimming team members are, in front, from left, Sadie Dalton, Persephone Brookfield,
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Emma Whitton, Ella Haggas and Lexi Rundell. In the rear, from left, are Kylie Melkvik, Coach Mark
Circkosz, Head Coach A Jay Bronson, Coach Jessica Rice, and Khloe Sautel.

e

Boys Swimming team members are, in front, from left, Hackett Hotchkiss, Westin Burns, Grayson

Savri, Austyn Hogan and Andrew Tolman. In the rear, from left, are Marshall Van Dijk, Ethan Her-
nandez, Coach Mark Circkosz, Head Coach A Jay Bronson, Coach Jessica Rice, Henry Jones

and Mack Martineau.

reach the podium individu-
ally too, if they put in the
work.”

New Faces, Early Waves

A welcome influx of ju-
niors buoyed the boys’ ros-
ter, thanks to successful re-
cruiting by team captains.

Ethan Hernandez, a ju-
nior who stands 6-5, caught
Bronson’s attention early.
“Height helps in every as-
pect of the sport,” he said.
“He'll be a good one to
watch.”

Freshman Marshal Van
Dijk has also impressed with
what Bronson called “in-
credible work ethic.”

Also on the roster are ju-
niors Hackett Hotchkiss and
Thomas Culbertson, and

freshmen

Westin Burns and Mack
Martineau.

Setting the Bar

With depth thinner than
in recent years, Sweet Home
is shifting its focus.

“A successful season
would be about best times
across the board,” Bronson
said.

“If we can qualify two re-
lays each for boys and girls
and get four or five individ-
uals to state, well be
happy.”

Bronson said reaching the
second day of the state meet
- and stepping onto the
podium - would be a major
accomplishment for a team
rebuilding on the fly.

Schedule Highlights

Sweet Home opens the
season at home with the
Sweet Home Meet on Dec. 5,
followed by a home dual
against Marist Catholic on
Dec. 109.

One of the marquee mo-
ments of the winter arrives
Jan. 3, when Sweet Home
hosts the “Peargin Plunge”
Sweet Home Invite, named
in honor of longtime coach
Doug Peargin. Beyond being
a home showcase, Bronson
said the meet gives the
Huskies a rare and valuable
look at contenders from
outside their district.

“It’'s a great chance to see

See Swimming, Page 6
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Boys Wrestling team members are, in front, from left,Talon Temple, Brodie Starha, Zander Haggard, Joey Velasquez, Keegan Jefferson, Cody Sieminski, Conner
Spencer, Gavin Baker, Kaleb Fortune, Murphy Savolt, Halen Salvador, Macen Rosa, Brayden Driver, Ryder Farris, Riley Vaughan, Jayson Dickerman and Gage Miller.
In the second row, from left, are Jesse Landtroop, Landon Pruitt, Jacob Shaw, Waylon Campbell, Sam Simms, Kolton Reddington, Braden Eggers, Thomas Bandy,
Liam Foster, Jackson Knight, Carl Stevenson, Zeek Gosnell, Michael Eggers, Zach Davis, Tatum Hoffman, Martin Chelstad, Ean Tackett and Jasper Victor. In the rear,
from left, are Coach Shane Sheppard, Coach Kobe Olson, Austin Weinman, Kyle Zajic, Dillan Davis, Eli Cruz, Liam Martin, Dylan Hartsook, Lynkin Royer, Ernie Hicks,
Brodee Gay, Tytus Hardee, Luke Rosa, James Hearick, Coach Monty Sheppard, Coach Tomas Rosa and Head Coach Steve Thorpe.

Wrestling teams expect big things with strong returnees

By Ryker Burr
For The New Era

After a state runner-up fin-
ish on the boys side last year,
Head Coach Steve Thorpe is
hungry for more than just his
11th straight state trophy.

“The expectation is that the
boys bring home a state title,”
Thorpe stated.

He continued: “(I want the
boys to also be) regional
champs and Oregon Classic
Champs. I want the girls to
trophy at state and be re-
gional champions.”

The boys team did bring
home the 4A Division crown
at the Oregon Classic last
year and were regional cham-
pions, but ultimately fell
short at the state tournament
to Crook County, which
outscored Sweet Home 319
points to 284.5 in the final
tally.

But the good news is that
many of last year’s state qual-
ifiers are back, including four
champions, led by two-time
state champion junior Jesse
Landtroop; senior Tytus
Hardee, who won his first
state title after placing twice
before, senior Dillan Davis,
whose won his first state
championship, and junior Ri-
ley Vaughan, who also won
his first title last season.

The Huskies have lost some
beef from last year’s team,
which steamrolled their way
to the state tournament,
qualifying 18 wrestlers for
state. Twelve of them were
still alive on Day 2.

Gone are Colton Bennett,
Russell Dickerman, Jacob
Landtroop and Dylan Sharp,
all of whom placed at state.

Also gone is senior Ashton
Swanson, a state champion as
a junior who was presumed
to repeat, but was disquali-
fied at the regional tourna-
ment due to a personal foul
that suspended him for the

See Wrestling, Page 6

Girls Wrestling team members are, in front, from left, Bailey Newens, Natasha Marin and Alizeah Weikel. In the second row, from
left, are Lyla Ventura, Bailey Chafin, Alexis Lee, Madi Looney, Sydney Dominy, Alexus Bernardi, Hailey Barromeo, Kass Zajic, Taleah
Zacarias and Averi Temple. In the rear from left, are Bella Rico, Eturnyti Allison, Head Coach Steve Thorpe, Coach Kobe Olson,
Coach Monty Sheppard, Coach Kami Hart, Coach Kelsie Rush, Coach Shane Sheppard, Coach Tomas Rosa, Kaitlin Steagall and

Hailey Ayala.

For all donation requests please call our office - (503) 378-1072
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SWIMMING

From page 4
what teams around the
state have to offer,” he said.
“I'm excited to see how we
stack up and get a taste of
what state might look like
this year. It really helps us
measure where we are and
what we need to work on.”
Sweet Home hosts invita-
tionals again on Jan. 16, Jan.
23 and Jan. 31 before a dual
against Salem Academy on
Feb. 6. The postseason be-
gins Feb. 13-14 at the Spe-

cial District 4 Champi-
onships in Albany.
The second annual

alumni meet - a “Green vs.
Gold” showdown - will take
place the day after Christ-
mas. Bronson expects it to
be one of the most spirited
days of the year.

Last year’s inaugural
event drew some 26 Huskies
from the past, including
school record-setters and

state champions.
Experienced Staff

As Sweet Home gears up
for another winter in the
water, the team is guided by
one of the most seasoned
and dedicated coaching
groups in Oregon.

Head Coach Bronson en-
ters his 15th year of coach-
ing high school swimming,
his fifth at Sweet Home, and
is joined by returning assis-
tant coaches Jess Rice (sev-
enth year) and Mark Cirkosz
(fourth year).

Rounding out the staff is
legendary Doug Peargin,
now in his 57th season
coaching, 51 of them at
Sweet Home.

Together, the coaching
group brings roughly 83
years of combined swim-
coaching experience and, as
Bronson notes, a shared
commitment not only to
team success but to helping
each athlete grow as an in-
dividual.

Leadership in the Lanes

This year’s student cap-
tains Andrew  Tolman,
Austyn Hogan and Kylie
Melkvik have already made
their presence felt.

“They've done a great job
recruiting and setting an ex-
ample,” Bronson said. “At
practice, they're talking, en-
couraging their teammates -
what you want from leaders.”

Tolman is hopeful, “De-
spite losing over half of our
team last year, I believe we
can still do good this year,
even with half of our swim-
mers being new to the team.
I have already seen so much
improvement in all of them.”

Even with a smaller roster,
Bronson believes the
Huskies have the heart and
hunger to make the most of
every race.

“'m hopeful,” he said.
“They've been working re-
ally hard. If they stay com-
mitted, I think we're going to
surprise people.”

WRESTLING

From page 5

state tournament, and whose
absence cost the Huskies.

“I don't want to talk about
those guys,” Thorpe said.
“We'll talk about what I have
this year.”

On the girls side, three-
time state qualifier and two-
time champ Bailey Chafin,
now a senior, returns along
with three other state quali-
fiers: junior Madi Looney, and
sophomores Bella Rico and
Lyla Ventura.

Chafin had to default out of
the final last year with a badly
injured knee, which gave out
in the match, that she has
worked to rehabilitate over
the past year.

The Huskies add a new
freshmen class, one that “has
a lot of experience through
the Mat Club,” per Thorpe.

Twenty of the 48 wrestlers
on the boys roster are fresh-
men and four ninth-graders
join the nine sophomores,
three juniors and two seniors
on the girls side.

“Kass Zajic is the leader and
most experienced of these
freshmen girls,” Thorpe said.
“Cody Sieminski and Macen
Rosa are the most accom-
plished on the guys' side.”

In addition to the returning
boys state champions, junior
Kyle Zajic is back after a run-
ner-up finish in last year’s fi-
nals; along with senior Luke
Rosa, third last year and a
two-time state placer; senior
Jeremiah Steagall, third last
year and a three-time state
placer; junior Keegan Jeffer-
son, third last year and a two-
time state placer; and sopho-
more Eli Cruz, who was fifth
last year at 175 pounds as a
freshman.

For the girls team, the
Huskies have added Kelsey
Rush to their coaching staff.
Rush is a Sweet Home gradu-
ate from 2003 and went on to
wrestle at Linfield University.

Rounding out the boys ros-
ter are: seniors James

Hearick, Jackson Knight and
Lynkin Royer; juniors Zeek
Gosnell, Zander Haggard,
Liam Martin, Conner Spencer
and Cael Stevenson; sopho-
mores Gavin Banker, Thomas
Bandy, Martin Chelstad, Zach
Davis, Braden Eggers,
Michael Eggers, Brodee Gay;,
Dylan Hartsook, Ean Tackett,
Jasper Victor and Austin
Weinman; and freshmen
Waylon Campbell, Jayson
Dickerman, Brayden Driver,

Ryder Farris, Kaleb Fortune,
Liam Foster, Ernie Hicks,
Tatum Hoffman, Gage Miller,
Landon Pruit, Kolton Red-
dington, Macen Rosa, Halen
Salvador, Murphy Savolt,
Jaicob Shaw, Cody Sieminski,
Sam Sims, Brodie Starha,
Talon Temple and Joey Ve-
lasquez.

Rounding out the girls ros-
ter are: senior Averi Temple;

See Wrestling, Page 6

Photo by Scott Swanson

Tytus Hardee takes things a little topsy-turvy as he works to-
ward a win over McKay's Horacio Canchola.
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Photos by Scott Swanson

Brodee Gay takes McKay's Ted Morris to the mat en route to a quick 41-second fall.

WRESTLING

From page 5

juniors Eturnyti Allison and
Alizeah Weikel; sophomores

Raelyn Andrews, Alexus
Bernardi, Hailey Borromeo,
Sydney Dominy, Natasha

Marin, Bailey Newens and
Kaitlin Steagall; and fresh-
men Hailey Ayala, Alexis Lee
and Taleah Zacarias.

Thorpe said team culture
will be critical to the Huskies’
success: “We expect to work
hard and represent our town,
community, and school. This
culture is long-going. Mat
Club teaches kids that they
have to work hard and be

coachable to be successful.”

Both teams competed
Wednesday, Dec. 3.

Weikel led Sweet Home's
girls with a first-place finish
at the Spartan Invitational at
Corvallis High School
Wednesday, Dec. 3, in their
wrestling season opener.

Sweet Home  finished
fourth out of 16 teams from
all over the Willamette Valley
and the coast.

Dallas won with 215.5
points, ahead of North Salem
(195.5), Woodburn (160) and
the Huskies (159).

Weikel pinned her way
through the 120-pound
bracket, beating  North

Jasper Victort gets set to take Nicholas Austin down in their
150-pound match at the Weisbrodt Invitational.

Salem’s Diana Hernandez in
the final (1:20).

Other placewinners for
Sweet Home were: Rico, sec-
ond at 130 pounds; Looney,
second at 145; Ventura, third
at 115 pounds; Temple,
fourth at 100 pounds; Bor-
romeo, fourth at 135 pounds;
Newens, fourth at 190; Zajic,
fifth at 110 pounds after beat-
ing sophomore teammate
Marin in the fifth-place
match; and Dominy, fifth at
145.

In their opening contest,
the boys team dominated the
Weisbrodt Invitational,
smashing McKay 83-0, han-
dling Dallas 50-21, and shut-
ting down South Albany 81-0.

The Huskies will wrestle in
front of their home crowd for
the first time this season at 3
p-m. Wednesday, Dec. 17,
squaring off with Cascade at
the Sweet Home Duals.

On Saturday, Dec. 6, the
boys competed at the Perry
Burlison Tournament hosted
by Cascade, finishing second
behind Soldotna, Alaska, a
5A-sized school, 220-213.

Crook County, which fin-
ished ahead of the Huskies in
last year’s state final, was
third with 164 points, fol-
lowed by Cascade (118), Dal-
las (115), Mountainside (107)
and Crescent Valley and
McMinnville, which tied at

74.
For the Huskies, Jesse
Landtroop  (126), Tytus

Hardee (132) and Jeremiah
Steagall (190) won individual
championships.

Placing second, were Cody
Sieminski (113) and Riley
Vaughan (120).

Third-place finishers were
Dillan Davis (144), Luke Rosa
(190) and Elijah Cruz (215).

Keegan Jefferson was
fourth at 113, as was Zeek
Gosnell at 175.

Jasper Victor (150) and
Lynkin Royer (285) placed
fifth and James Hearick was
sixth at 165.

In the junior varsity tour-
nament, Conner Spencer
(132) and Dylan Hartsook
(215) both placed first.

LINN SHUTTLE

MON-FRI 6 AM - 10 PM | 10 ROUTES PER DAY
SAT 7 AM - 7:30 PM | 6 ROUTES PER DAY
STUDENTS RIDE FOR FREE WITH STUDENT
BODY CARD OR APPROVED PASSES

CALL FOR APPROVED FLAG STOPS

DIAL-A-BUS

CURB TO CURB IN SWEET HOME
MON-FRI7 AM - 4 PM
CALL TO SCHEDULE

~_ ENJOY'QUALITY DINING WITH A BEAUTIEUL VIEW OF FOSTER LAKE

e ——

OUTDOOR HEATED PATIO « SPORTS LOUNGE OREGON LOTTERY - ONLINE ORDERING
6305 US 20, FOSTER « (541) 367-1560 « POINTSWEETHOME.COM
SUN-THUR: 8AM-9PM | FRI: 8AM-10PM | SAT: 6AM-10PM

L U

Now Located At:

1575Main St. Sweet Home

Wendi Melcher 541-409-4813
Brittani Albrecht 541-971-9281

1328 CLARK MILL ROAD - PO BOX 600, SWEET HOME
541-367-3232 » FAX 541-367-7299

Western University
of Health Sciences

Achieving
Wellness
Together!

UIS‘

FAMILY DENTISTRY
v‘ -
GENERAL DENTISTRY,

ORTHODONTICS;
IMPLANTS & MORE

1524 Long Street 1
541-367-2931
Open Mon.-Thurs. 8-5

WWW.SWEETHOMEDENTAL.COM

Oregon.WesternU.edu
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Dec. 12th & 13th
Dec. 17th

Dec. 20th
Dec.29-Dec. 30
Jan 2nd

Jan. 7th

Jan. 10th

Jan. 16th & 17th
Jan. 21st

Jan. 23rd & 24th
Jan. 29th

Jan. 31st

Feb 5th

Feb. 14th

Feb. 26th & 27th

BOYS WRESTLING

2:00 p.m. Rose City Championships (Westview HS)

3 p.m. Sweet Home Dual Tournament (Sweet Home)
TBA Thurston Duals (Thurston HS)

9am. Northwest Duals (Linn County Expo)

TBA Linn County Championship (Central Linn HS)

6 p.m. Sweet Home vs North Salem Duals (North Salem HS)
9:00 a.m. Special District #2 Duals (Sweet Home HS)

11:00 am. Oregon Wrestling Classic (Deschutes Farigrounds)

6 p.m. Sweet Home vs Sprague Dual (Sweet Home HS)
TBA Reser Tournament of Champions (Sherwood HS)
5:00 p.m. Sweet Home vs Tillamook Dual (Sr. Night)

4:15p.m. Sweet Home vs Crater (Crater HS)

6:00 p.m. Sweet Home vs Philomath (Philomath HS)

TBA Special District #2 Regional Tournament (Newport HS)
TBA OSAA State Championships (Memorial Coliseum)

VARSITY BOYS BASKETBALL

Dec.10
Dec. 16
Dec. 18
Dec.28
Dec. 29
Dec. 30
Jan. 2
Jan. 6
Jan. 13
Jan.20
Jan. 23
Jan. 27
Jan. 30
Feb. 3
Feb. 10
Feb.13
Feb. 17
Feb.20
Feb. 24

TBD
TBD

7 p.m.

7 p.m.
7p.m.

7 p.m.

JV

Dec.10 5:30 p.m.
Dec.16 4 p.m.
Dec.18 5:30 p.m.

Jan.2
Jan. 6
Jan.9
Jan.13  4pm.
Jan.20 4pm.

4 p.m.

Jan.23 4 p.m.
Jan.27 4p.m.

Jan.30 4pm.
Feb. 3

Feb.13 4pm.
Feb.177  4pm.

Feb.20 4p.m.

Feb.24 4pm.

7 p-m.
5:30 p.m.
7 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

5:30 p.m.
7 p.m.

5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
4 p.m.
7 p.m.

7 p.m.

5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

4 p.m.
Feb.10 4 p.m.

vs South Umpqua

vs Estacada

vs Molalla

@ Astoria (Vince Dulcich Tournament - Astoria HS)
@ TBD (Astoria Tourney - Astoria)
@ TBD (Astoria Tourney - Astoria)
@ Sutherlin

vs Sisters

@ St. Helens

@ Philomath

vs Stayton

vs North Marion

@ Newport

vs Cascade

vs Philomath

@ Stayton

@ North Marion

vs Newport

@ Cascade

BOYS BASKETBALL

vs South Umpqua
vs Estacada

vs Molalla

@ Sutherlin

vs Sisters

@ Madras

@ St.Helens

@ Philomath

vs Stayton

vs North Marion
@ Newport

vs Cascade

vs Philomath

@ Stayton

@ North Marion
vs Newport

@ Cascade

JV2 BOYS BASKETBALL

Dec.10 4 p.m.

Dec.16 7 p.m.
Dec.18 4 p.m.
4 p.m.

Jan. 6
Jan.9
Jan. 13
Jan.16 6 p.m.
Jan.20 7pm.

4 pm.

Jan.23 5:30 p.m.
Jan.27 7p.m.
Jan.30 5:30 p.m.
7 p.m.
Feb.10 5:30 p.m.

Feb.3

Feb.13 7p.m.
Feb. 17

5:30 p.m.

5:30 p.m.
Feb.20 5:30 p.m.
Feb.24 5:30 p.m.

vs South Umpqua

vs Estacada

vs Molalla

vs Sisters

@ Madras

@ St. Helens (Auxillary Gym)

vs East Linn Christian (Sweet Home Junior High)
@ Philomath

vs Stayton

vs North Marion

@ Newport (Sam Case Elementary 459 NE 12th, Newport)
vs Cascade

vs Philomath

@ Stayton

@ North Marion (North Marion Gym 3)

vs Newport

@ Cascade

Dec. 10th
Dec. 13th
Dec. 17th
Dec. 20th

Dec.29-Dec.30

Jan 2nd
Jan. 7th

Jan. 16th & 17th

Jan. 21st
Jan. 29th
Jan. 31st
Feb 5th
Feb. 11
Feb. 14th

Dec.10
Dec. 16
Dec. 18
Jan. 6
Jan.9
Jan. 13
Jan. 16
Jan.20
Jan. 23
Jan. 27
Jan.30
Feb. 3
Feb. 10
Feb. 13
Feb. 17
Feb. 20
Feb. 24

1:00 p.m.
10am.

3 p-m.
TBA
9am.
TBA

6 p.m.
11:.00 am.
6 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
415 p.m.
6:00 pm.
TBA
TBA
Feb.20th & 21st TBA
Feb.26th & 27th TBA
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GIRLS WRESTLING

Lebanon Women's Only Tournament (Lebanon High School)
War of the Roses (Westview HS)

Sweet Home Dual Tournament (Sweet Home)
Thurston Duals (Thurston HS)

Northwest Duals (Linn County Expo)

Linn County Championship (Central Linn HS)

Sweet Home vs North Salem Duals (North Salem HS)
Oregon Wrestling Classic (Deschutes Farigrounds)
Sweet Home vs Sprague Dual (Sweet Home HS)
Sweet Home vs Tillamook Dual (Sr. Night)

Sweet Home vs Crater (Crater HS)

Sweet Home vs Philomath (Philomath HS)

Women's Oakridge Duals (Oakridge HS)

Special District #2 Regional Tournament (Newport HS)
Women's 1A-4A Special District #2 Champonships
OSAA State Championships (Memorial Coliseum)

JV GIRLS BASKETBALL

4 p.m.

5:30 p.m.

5 p.m.
4 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
4 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
4 p.m.
4 p.m.
4 p.m.
4 p.m.
4 p.m.
4 p.m.
4pm.
4 p.m.
4 p.m.
4 pm.

vs South Umpqua
vs Estacada

vs Molalla

vs Sisters

vs Madras

@ St. Helens

@ Central Linn

@ Philomath

vs Stayton

vs North Marion
@ Newport (Sam Case Elementary 459 NE 12th, Newport)
vs Cascade

vs Philomath

@ Stayton

@ North Marion
vs Newport

@ Cascade

VARSITY GIRLS BASKETBALL

Dec.10
Dec. 16
Dec. 18
Dec. 28
Dec.29
Dec. 30
Jan. 6
Jan.9
Jan.13
Jan. 20
Jan. 23
Jan. 27
Jan. 30
Feb. 3
Feb. 10
Feb.13
Feb. 17
Feb.20
Feb. 24

Dec. 13th
Dec. 19th

5:30 p.m.

7 p.m.

6:30 p.m.

4:30 p.m.
TBD
TBD

5:30 p.m.

7 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
7p.m.
7 p.m.

5:30 p.m.

5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

5:30 p.m.

5:30 p.m.

Dec. 26th

Dec.27th
Jan. 3rd
Jan. 10th
Jan 16th
Jan. 3ist
Feb. 6th
Feb. 13th/

14th

Feb.20th/21st

vs South Umpqua

vs Estacada

vs Molalla

(@ Estacada (Astoria Tourney -Warrenton HS)
@ TBD (Astoria Tourney - Astoria)
@ TBD (Astoria Tourney - Astoria)
vs Sisters

vs Madras

@ St. Helens

@ Philomath

vs Stayton

vs North Marion

@ Newport

vs Cascade

vs Philomath

@ Stayton

@ North Marion

vs Newport

@ Cascade

SWIMMING

Kroc Center (Salem)

vs. Phllomath/Marlst
Alumni - Green Vs Gold
24 hr Relay 9am-9am
Peargin Plunge

Sprint Meet @Albany

vs Riverside/Kennedy

vs St. Marys/Junction City
Riverside/Kennedy/Salem Academy
Districts @ Albany

State @ Tualatin Hills

BOLD DENOTES HOME GAME

SCHEDULE SUBJECT T0 CHANGE CHECK WWW.0SAA.ORG/SCHOOLS/185

FOR MOST UP T0 DATE INFORMATION




